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8 Carnbee, > . 
4 Inveraven, _ 


5 Dalry, * . 15 


Cy Kennethmont, 
| T Kintore, | Sc. 


8 Strathmartin, 
9 Liff and Bervie, - 


10 Kennoway, 


11 1 Abernethy in ka- 3 
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# _— Meldrum, 7 
13 Muirhouſem {| 
134 Strathdon, - 


1 5 St Andrew's and 
St Leonard's, - 
16 Cockburnſpath, - 
17 Cloſeburn, - 
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25 Carmichael, - 
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1147 1542 | 395 
1098 1346 | 248 
2209 | 3450 | 1241 
1909] 3218 | 130 
1150 1604 | 454 
331 495 } — 
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10211 ION | —— 
33996 | 38170 | 5801 


Increaſe, Deer. 
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830 | 862 32 | 
368 3499 ] — 28 
13111 1790 | 479 | — 
1240 | figou | 260 | — 
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* This was the number in 177%. No return is made for 1793. 
+ © Nine years ago, ſays Mr Macgowan, the population was about 1000 
and now muſt be greater ; Earl Galloway's village being already four times 

larger than it formerly was.“ The population in 1793 may therefore be 


ſtated at 1100. 
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t In 178 5, thoſe wha: were of the age of going to ſchool were 1200, 
The whole — therefore, in that year, may. be ſtated at 1500. 


0 


* * - 2 * * z — en a r TRI * * ö l 
Fey 15 Get, aaa A HART IDE 25 af; m_— — 1 WAS - 32 
7 I . "Pa . i — — 8 
X ; « - 
* . * 5 * 


5 
t 
8 


3* St 


Name. 


Brougbt over, 


27 Channelkirk, - 


28 Rathv en, 


29 Dunfermline, 


o Monifieth, 4 
Martin's and 
michel, 


32 „ 


33 Cargill, 


2 35 nn r 


Lintrathen, 


37 New Luce, 


25 Ge. 


rern. 


Increaſe h 2191-3, 


1 * . ; 
__ a "Y I 


J 357 
771] 


36 Hytton and Qerrip, 4 


et Se 8 


| 697] 


2898 
8552 


33996 
531 


1421 


1 


1083 
1964 


1165 


993 


159 
1933 


n 


910 


2751 


5 4 $3198 


| 38:79 | 


vi co * * E NT 8. 


600 
3524 


1000 
2495 
1720 


583 
2582 


858 
862 


—— 


69061 


9550 
1218 


Ii 
1068 
1 goo N | | 
400 


963 


2568 | 


| thing, 1 is inclufed. . 436. 


Y 5863 


2 The North Ferry is legally i in the pariſh of Dunfermline, but its popu- 
lation is not included. The population of the eſtates of Urquhart and 
Logie, near Dunfermline, but which are legally in the pri of Lnverkei- l 


4 The number of 3 perſons is 800. 
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1 By computation, from the regiſter of baptiſms and burials, 
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8 _ ERRATA. 
Page 88. line 10, * is, read are. 

; 144. — 11, for full ſtop, mark comma. 
— — 146. = — - 33, for their, read there. 

— 177. — 11, for regiſter, read regiſters. 

— Ig 3, for reQoralis, read reQrales. 2 
— 320. . 9, for Highland, read Highlande. 5 
—— 607. — 2, Oc. for while Langholm church-yard, und 
the church-yards of Wauchope and Staplegordon are ſtill uſed 
by many families to bury, read, (after a full ſtop) With Lang- 
holm church-yard, are the church-yards of Wauchope and 
 Baplogerdon, where Dany families ſtill bury. 
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Name, Extent, Burgh of Bervie, Ec. 9 5 


HE name ſeems to be taken from the rivulet of Ber- 
vie; with the addition of the Gaelic word Inyer, 
which, in its lignificatian, applies particularly to the fitug- 
tion of the town of Inverbervie, but in common writing 
and ſpeaking is now in diſuſe. This pariſh was formerly 
a part of that of Kinneff; but as there was no bridge on 
ie water, the miniſter of Kinneff 
Vor. XIII. 55 


3 Statilical Account 


* * a 
ee. 


| ſuffragan at Bervie, to accommodate the avi } in that 
quarter of his pariſh ; and the Lords for the Plantation 


olf Kirks, in the year 1618, disjoined Bervie from Kinneff, 
ll and fncyeaſeft the lipendy of beth/inchipbenſs.) The power 
I 5 ol preſentation is veſted in the Crown. The extent of 
eis pariſh is inconfiderable, being only about 2 miles long, 
" and 14 mile broad; from E. to W. it riſes in a gradual af- 


| cent, and terminates at the top of a high 71 * x the eaſt 
1 corner of the pariſh, the burgh of Bervid il ſit ted; and 
| on the ſouthmoſt part, the village of Gourdon ſtands. The 
; l N burgh of Bervie conſiſts of three ſtreets, which form near- 

| ly three ſides of a ſquare, and contains about 110 dwel- 
1  ling-houſes. The original plan of the town ſeems to have 
; been laid out in a very judicious manner, but it has not 
been adhered to; for the houſes are fet down regularly, 


1 N according to the fancy « of the builders. Bervie is * 3 | "Mt 
4 | ly royal burgh in the county ok tlie Mearns, an its . 
if charter was granted by David II. in the year 1342. 8 
1. When returning from England, he was forced, by ſtreſs 

'F of weather, to land at the water mouth of Bervie ; and it 


is ſaid, that having met with great hoſpitality and kind- 
neſs from the inhabitants, he beſtowed on the town a 
royalty, as a mark of his particular favour : The place on 
which-he landed, te- this day bears his name, and is called 
Craig David. James VI. in the year 1595, renewed the 
charter, and eonfirmed all e and immunities 
re. * King David * ow 7 
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T3. DOWD OG. 19 MOIUDDIDR. DF IHE 4 LF 0 
* By this? aattek, the buplie pf is dining ta 7 out; f in- 7 


deed it comprehetids nearly the whole extent of the paris but the | Pro« 5 
perty which now belongs to the tpwn .ts confined to à piece of barren 
moor, a few acres of haugh ground, ang, arrange, of , braes, ahout a mile in 
extent, which aord a little grass for the cows belonging to the inhabitants ; 
of the Wen, in the ſummer ſeaſon, By this charter, “ full Power is given 
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Fi Series, Manafaftyres, Markets, ic. —Bervie ſeems at 5 


Tome period to have been a conſiderable fiſhing ſtation, 
for lines, hooks, and ſhells, have been dug up in differ- 
ent parts of the town; but beyond the memory of mag, 
there have been no profeſſional fiſhermen, probably they 
have removed to the village of Gourdon, which is a more 
eligible fituation for carrying on that buſineſs. Bervie has 
been long famous, or rather infamous, for an illicit and ille- 
3 gal trade i in teas, ſpirits, tobacco, &c.; ; but the ruinous and 
baneful trade of ſmuggling is now much on the decline, 
92 being confined to the running * of a few hundred ankers of 
ſpirits annually, and by a ſet of worthleſs deſperadoes, 
who do not belong to the town, but bring their goods to 
Bervie beach, for the ſake of conveniency, and an eaſy | 
landing. In the year 175C, a branch of a ſail- cloth ma- 
nufacture was eſtabliſhed by a company of merchants f 
| Montroſe, and was long carried on with great ſucceſs, but 
About 12 Fa, « ih was "Rey given up; however, the 


"WERVETS 


dc the free burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, and their ſucceſſors, to make, 

_ chooſe, conſtitute, and create, a provoſt, bailies, dean of guild, treaſu- 
rer, councillors, officers,” &c. &c, Aceordingly a provoſt, 3 bailies; 
dean of guild, treaſurer, and 9 councillors, are annnally elected, but not 
- by the © free burgeſſes,“ as expreſſed by the charter, in direct language, | 
but by themſelves : However, I believe ſelf. election is not confined to 
Bervie alone, but is the univerſal practice of the Scotch boroughs, The 
tradeſmen of this burgh have no regular corporations, of courſe they 


have no office-bearers as in other towns, but they have a ſmall fund eſta- 
bliſhed, by mutual conſent, each member pays ſo much on entry, and 


quarterly. This money is generally applied in purchaſing meal, which 
they ſell out to the members of their own fociety. Bervie is one of the 
burghs in the Aberdeen diſtri, and accordingly votes for a repreſen- 
tative in Parliament, by a delegate choſen by the town- council, and the 


election takes place in the burghs by rotation of Parliaments, 


* l is a nt which the nate in this part of the coun- 
„try uſe for landing, 


1 


4 ET Statiflical Account 


3 weavers are Aill, and have long been in "te practice of 
i purchaſing flax, which they fpin, weave, and bleach, each 
for his own account: The quantity of cloth thus manufac- | 
| _ tured is inconſiderable, but it finds a ready market in our 
country-fairs, and generally ſells at tlie rate of 1 d. Sterling = 
; a- yard, above the current price of cloth of the ſame 
quality, whitened at a regular bleaehfield, The bleaching 


| bliſhed in Bervie, and is ftill carried on. The threads are 
| ſent to the London market, where they generally find a 


Il Na of cloth was a confiderable trade five or fix years ago, and 
Wo z bs ſtill continued, though not to half the extent. About 
; | = 15 years ago, a manufacture of coloured threads was eſta - 


i ready ſale. This manufacture employs, in all its parts, 
[| about 50 people. Three years ago, a machine was erected 
on the haughs of Bervie, for ſpinning linen-yarn : This 
| machine was the firſt of the kind in Scotland. Although 
If exceedingly imperfect at firſt, it is now brought to a con- 
1 | | __ fiderable degree of improvement; the yarn it ſpins is of 
good quality, and fit for any ſort of manufacture what- 
=: ever. The proprietors of this machine have alſo the thread- 


manufacture, mentioned above, ſo that all the yarn ſpun 
by the machine is made into threads. The honſe is not 
yet filled with machinery, but wilt contain from 600 to 
700 ſpindles, when full, and employ about 60 boys 
and girls, and 20 or 30 men and women. Two years ago 
a fail-cloth manufacture was eſtabliſhed, which employs 14 
weavers, and a proportional number of other hands, A 
| lint-mill was built laſt year on the haughs of Bervie, | 
_ which is likely to meet with encouragement. There are 
alfo two mills for cutting barley, and they eut about 1300 


| | | bolts yearly, which is generally carried up the frith of 
1 Forth. There is likewiſe a corn-mill, to which the te- 
17  nants of the pariſh are thirled. In laſt December, a diſ- 
| I ay, 
" ; 
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of Irverbervie « or 7 Bervie. Et 1 | 


tillery was ; wetted in the en ee of the town w_ 


Bervie, on a ſmall ſcale. On the beach of Bervie, there 


v « ſalmon fiſhing, which yields the ptoprictots, Viſceunt 
XZ Arbuthnot and Mr Barclay of Ury, L. 120 Sterling year- 
ly rent. The ſalmon are 6f an excellent quality; and 
wehen plenty, are fold at a reaſonable price, from 24d. to 
4 d. a- pound. Bervie water abounds with trouts and eels, 


which are eaught by the rod in the proper ſeaſon. In che 


town of Bervie, there are nine ſhops, which retail to the 
down and country around, ſoft ware, grocery goods, &c. 
5 There are five ale-houſes, for retailing beer, ſpirits, &o0. 
| beſides a tavern, which is intended principally for the ac- 
ceommodation of travellers, and the genteeler ſort of com- 
| pany in the town and neighbourhood. It is to be fegret- 
ted, that the conſumption of ſpirits is ſo conſiderable in 
this place; it muſt have a great effect to corrupt and de- 
bauch the morals and manners of the people. A weekly 
markcet wes eſtabliſhed about 18 months ago, which is a 
great convenieney to the inhabitants of the town and 
' neighbourhood, as it affords a regular ſupply of butcher- 


meat, meal, and every thing elſe which the country pro- 


duces. A or Ser ire —— about 30 eas 


proviſions was not then fo conſiterable as now. The in- 


creaſed eonſumption of proviſions is not owing to any in · 
ereaſe of population, but to the extravagance of the labour. | 
ing people, and the high wages they receive.—Two fairs 


were held laſt year on the town's moor, and will be con- 


tinued annually; the one in May, the other in September: 


Theſe fairs will be an advantage as well as a conveniency 
to the inhabitants of the coaſt-fide ; for it is in public mar- 


Eoin that farmers tranſaQ the principal part of their buſi- 
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neſs, 
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3 Statiſtical Account 
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"ek ſuch a8, the barks and felling of cattle horſes, and 


ne engaging IG See, *, 7 or $4 if 


a aps, School, po- The eh was + ball & in 85 year 
1781. The ſtipend +15 4 chalders of victual, 400 merks 1 
of money, with L. 50 Scots for communion- elements. 
proceſs is juſt now depending for an augmentation. ' The 
manſe is a decent houſe in the n of Bervie, and the 
glebe about 4x acres.— The ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter is 
100 merks, and the perquiſites of the ſeſſion- clerkſnip may 
amount to L. 2, 10 s. or L. 3. On the whole, his income will 
not exceed L. 18 or L. 20 yearly.— The poor are about 12 
in general; and all the aſſiſtance they get is about L. 28 a- 
Fear, divided among them, which ariſes from the inte- 
reſt of ſome money lent out, and the weekly collections at 
7 the church Goo.” 


Village of Gourdon—This He is And on . 4 
corner of the pariſh, It conſiſts of 42 habitable houſes, 
beſides ſtables, barns, and granaries. There is a harbour, 
but it is neither commodious nor ſafe, being of difficult 
entry, and much expoſed to the violence of the S. 
E. winds: However, there are eight ſloops, or ſmall 
barks, in all about 300 tons burden, belonging to Gour- 
don. They are employed in carrying lime and coals to 

it, and from thence they carry grain occaſionally coaſt- 
wiſe, T bey give employment to 24 bands, including the | 


| Maſters : 2 


„ A ploughman, capable of ſow ing, gets from I. 8 to L. 10 yearly, 


and his victuals; and a maid-ſervant, from L. 5 to L. 6; a boy, from L. 2, | 
to L. 3; a day-labourer, 18. a day; a malon, 18. 8 d. a-day ; a Joiner, | 


1 . 1 d.; ; a tailor, 8 d. and victuals. 


+ This account of the ſtipend was tranſmitted by the Rev. Mr n 


- miniſter of the pariſh. 
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adi; t is * dummer that. eh ſmall velkeb an are 
able to navigate the ſeas: : In winter, they are laid up, ma 
the  failors betake  themſelyes_ to fiſhing, At leaſt the, moſt , 


1 ) 


induffrious of theta do ſo. There are annually imported 


114 


into the harbour. of Gourdon about ooo bolls of lime- ! 
ſhells; from 790 to 800 bolls of Scots, and abdut 2000 bar- 
rels of Eng hi, coals, which ſupply the country for a few a 
miles rounc "There * are about 4050, bolls of grain export | 
ed yearly, A which are generally carried to the ports in 


J 


the frith of Forth, or Glaſgow and Greenock, by the ca- 


nal. About 30 years ago, 50 bolls of Scots coals were 


ſufficient to ſupply the demand at Gourdon : For many 
years after that period, the inhabitants were much' in the 


practice of uſing peats or moſs as fuel, but the moſſes are 


now nearly exhauſted ; and the expence of labour has be- 
come ſo high, that peats are dearer than coals; of courſe, . 
the demand for coals has very conſiderably increaſed with- 


in theſe 10 or 12 years, for coals are the only fuel which ; 


is now uſed in the town of Bervie, and neighbourhood; 


but the partial and unjuſt tax on them prevents a greater 


conſumption ; it is expenſive to the manuſaQtur-r. and op- 
preſſive to the poor; a tax, which by o means can yield 


to Government a compenſation adequate to its extenſive 
oppreſſion and pernicious effects, Before the year 1768, 


no lime was imported to be uſed as a manure ; and for a 


few years after that period, about 2. o bolls were found 
ſufficient to ſupply every demand. About 30 years ago, 


there were 3 fiſking-boats, of a large ſize, beſides ſmaller 


boats or | yauls, which in all employed 30 hihermen ; but 


now there are only 4 ſmall yauls, and 12 men employed 
in the fithing, and they earn but a ſcanty pittance, being 


old and decrepid men, they are unable to work at any o- 


ther buſineſs, and muit linger out a miſerable exiſtence, 
with little hope of ever h better; for the fiſhing-u¹ 
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s SC matiſtical Account _. 


fineſs ſeems to be much on the decline on this coaſt, owing 
to the great. ſcarcity of fiſhes, particularly of the ſpecies 
called haddocks, Within theſe 10 or 12 years, the had- . 
docks have left this coaſt almoſt entirely. In the year 


blowing with uncommon violence, raiſed the ſea in ſuch 
mountainous billows, as to produce effects almoſt like an 
Z earthquake ; and fince that ſtorm, the haddocks have every 
year become ſcarcer. The ground on which the haddocks 

were found, was a continued bed of muſſels, (the favourite 
food of that fiſh), cluſters of which the fiſhermen uſe to draw 
up frequently with their lines; but fince that ſtorm, the 
bottom has been entirely covered with ſand. The muſ- 

_ fels being deſtroyed in this manner, of courſe it behoved B 
- the haddocks to remove to a more favoyrable ſtation ; how- | Y | 


extravagant price, at leaſt five or fix times the price they 7 
were formerly ſold for *. Of late years, a good many her- 
rings have been taken in dhe proper ſeaſon, both by the 


which they ſell in the neighbourhood at the rate of 3 d. a- 
dozen. Crabs and lobſters are alſo taken on the coaſt, 
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of arable land here, as much more waſte and uncultivated 
moor, and a few acres of paſture. The low lands are a 


_ tricity. If lightening had deftroyed the haddocks, it is wonderful how 
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1782, a prodigious ſtorm bappened on this coaſt, the wind 
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ever, a few cod-fiſh are till caught, and they ſell at a very 
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fiſhermen of Gourdon, and the ſalman-fiſhers of Bervie, 


— 


u 
and among the rocks. | 


Country part of the Pari There are about 780 acres 


fine loam of conſiderable depth, and the bigh grounds a 7 
mixture of clay and gravel. A ccording to the beſt cal- Y 
| culation, 4 


* Dr Blagden' aſcribes the ſcarcity of bade to the . hos. 


it ſhould have ipared cod-fiſh, hic ave been {caught 3 in greater abun- 
dance ſince the year 1782 than formerly. 


of Inverbervie or Bervie. 4 


e chere are annually ee ie turnips 40 
acres; peaſe and beans 30; ſown'or artificial graſſes 200; 
potatoes 105 vrheat 2; flax 5; bear and barley 311 
oats 15). There are 6 principal farms; the largeſt of 
which does not exceed 144 acres of arable land, and the 
ſmalleſt not under 25. There are alſo 12 other tacks or 
ſubtacks, the largeſt of which is 20 acres, and the ſmalleſt 
only 5. There are 16 ploughs, 61 horſes, and ſome oxen, 
employed in farming; alſo 16 ploughmen, about 12 maiĩd- 
ſervants, 12 boys, and 10 barn- men, beſides the farmers, 
or tenants themſel ves, ſome of whom manage or work 
a plough with their own hands. Within theſe 12 years, 
very conſiderable improvements have taken place, and al- 
molt a total alteration in the appearance of the fields, and 
quality of the ſoil; the farms being made more compact 


by excambion, and the fields much improved by liming, . 


3 = manuring, and ſtraighting. The good effects of theſe im- 


8 provements are perfectly obvious, from the riſe of land- : 
rent; for about a third part of the pariſh, (lying below the 
high road, and contiguous to the ſea - coaſt), is now let from 


L. 1, 108. to L. 2 the acre, whereas it formerly yielded 


the proprietor no more than 10s. or 12 8. Nor does it 


appear, that the farmers are now leſs rich and wealthy 15 
than formerly; their manner of living evinees rather the 
contrary, There are only 2 proprietors in the pariſh ; the 
Viſcount Arbuthnot and Mr Barclay of Ury ; the latter 


® of whom is a very ſpirited and judicious farmer: He was 
Y 15 the firſt who introduced a proper mode of huſbandry and 
X culture in this part of the country; he preſcribed and laid 


down to his tenants certain rules for the management of 


their farms, to which they are obliged to adhere by the 


tenor of their tacks, by. which 1 means he not only increa- 
ſed the value of his property, but enabled the farmer to 


live more comfortably and eaſy, The farmers in general 
Vox. XIII. b B pay: 
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per of ſouls to be about 1200 at leaſt,” 


. | Statfica Account 


pay part of their rent in grain, which they are obliged to 
drive to the diſtance of 12 miles, if neceſſary. Viſcount 
Arbuthnot's tenants are bound to furniſh his Lordſhip a 


day's ſervice of their whole reapers annually, and alſo te 


drive his coals and peats for family uſe. Such kind of ſer- 
vice is called bondage. During a florm, a confiderable # 
quantity of ſea-ware is thrown a-ſhore, which is carried off 1 
and laid on the lands, and is eſteemed an excellent manure, 
: eſpecially when the crop following is bear or barley.—The 
real rent of the pariſh may amount to about L. 700 Ster- 
ling; the valued rent is exactly L. 1815: 13: 4 Scots. 


Population. According to the return made to Dr Web- 
] ſter, the population then was, 6 55. The pariſh at preſent 1 1 
contains about 985 ſouls : The town of Bervie, 60%: Vil- * 
lage of gre 188 : The cas _ of the pariſh, 20 1 


190 w 5 


bY re and Birth for 4 12 Years 75 


| | | of Births, 55 
ein 2 Males. Females. | 


From 1750 to „ Feen 2755 ws 1560, OT On 


- 296020 1979, | i igen, ie 0s 
1% % 156,” „ 1770 to 1980, . e 


1780 to 170, $4 1780 fo %, 131 1s 


M iſcellaenous : 


Extract of a letter addrefſed to Sir John Sinclair, April 26. 1793, by 


the Rev. Mr Croll. For a great many years before the preſent manu- 
factures were eſtabliſhed here, the number of catechiſable perſons, that 


zs, thoſe at or above eight years, amounted to about 400. Since the intro- 


duction of the manufactures, that is, in about 15*years and 6 months, the 
number of catechiſable perſons is more than 800; and I ſuppoſe the num- 


of Inverbervie or Bervie. 11 


_ Miſcellaneous Oh ſervations.— By a map of the county, 
it appears the pariſh contains exactly 1660 Scots acres, or 
2339 Engliſh. There once exiſted in Bervie a religious 
eſtabliſhment, of the order of White Friars, but nothing now 
remains, nor has tradition handed down any thing concerning 
them but the name. Oppoſite to the town of Bervie, ſtands the 
rock of Craig David, in the pariſh of Kinneff; it is a conſpi- 
cuous land- mark for mariners, and is ſeen at the diſtance 


of 15 leagues. I mention it here, becauſe it is generally 


known by the name of Bervie Brow. Bervie watex,is the 
only river in the pariſh. It riſes in Glenbervie, (about 8 


miles from the ſea), and meanders in a variety of beauti- 


ful curves. A view from the bridge of Bervie towards the 
houſe of Allardice, about a mile up the river, affords an 5 
agreeable and pleaſant proſpect, but not remarkably pictu- 7 
reſque. Buy the projection of the rocks on each fide of Ber- 
vie bay, when an eaſterly ſtorm ſets in, the ſea rolls i in moun- 


tainous billows, and preſents a picture truly ſablime.' The 


craſhing of the waves on the ſhore is heard at the diſtance 
of 10 or 12 miles. The air 1s wholeſome. and ſalubrious, 
perhaps more ſo than in ſeveral of the inland pariſhes; but 
when the wind blowsjfrom the eaſt, it is exceedingly ſharp, 
and is the cauſe of many of the inhabitants being ſeized 


with rheumatic complaints, which are every year becoming 
more prevalent, and generally attack people in the ſpring 


or autumn. As a trait of the character of the people of 
this pariſh, they are by no means addicted to litigation; are 
too wile to give their money to lawyers, and neither plague 

their heads with politics nor religion. There may be one or 
two Diſſenters in the pariſh, but they are not natives. They 

live tolerably contented with their fituation, no wiſe enga- 
ging in the political ſquabbles of the preſent day, perfectly 
unacquainted with Thomas Paine or Edmund Burke. Tra- 


dition hands down a fanciful account of the name of Guth- 


| rie 
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| nene ede. Wen King David eame up to Bervie, his 


ſervant deſired a fiſnerwomanto gut-a:fiſh for the King's * 
T per. Gut t wa, ſays his Majeſty:“ 6. Ill gut three, ſays the 
tt πỹ%“ꝭjn: Well, replies his Majeſty, Gut. three, for ever 
5 ſhalt thou be.. The revenue ariſing from the town's pro- ö 
or triple the ſam, it is to be doubted af .it wol be applied 
to any uſeful purpoſe, ſo that the ſmallneſs of the reve - 
nue is not a matter of much regret. The inhabitants of 
Bervie have contrafted with a man, to bring in water to 
the town by pipes; the ſum neceſſary to defray the ex- 
| penſe, is to be raiſed by a tax of 1s. on each hearth. It 
would be of great advantage to Bervie, and the neighbour- 
hood, if a harbour could be got at the water mouth, but 
the expenſe muſt be a great bar to the ſcheme, and the ſea 
runs ſo high in a ſtorm, that a ſmall veſſel could not eafily 
take the harbour. A new bridge over Bervie water is to 


ſed to give L. 1000. Several committees have been held 


2 to conſider the propriety of TT e in this 


eee. 
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(Covvrr AND SYNOD of Ross, PRESBYTERY or Tan.) 


B3Bsuy the Rev. Mr Atexanper Macanan. = 


| None Extent, Surface, 8 Soil 6. 


T meaning of the word Nigę o or n it was "RE = 
merly written, is uncertain. Some ſuppoſe that it is a 
corruption of the word Nzuc or Nook, and that this pariſh 
zs ſo called, becauſe it lies in a corner of the country; but 
there is no great ground for this ſuppoſition, as there are 
few, if any inſtances, of the Gaelic names of places be- 
ing corrupted ; eſpecially in thoſe parts where the Gaelic 
continues to be the living language of the country. The 


more probable opinion is, that it is a Celtic term, expreſ- 


five of the peninſular fituation of the place, it being almoſt | 
ſurrounded by water; and what, in ſome meaſure, corrobo- 


rates this opinion is, that the pariſh of Nigg, in the ſhire of 


| Kincardine, is exactly fimilar in fituation to this pariſh.—. 
The pariſh of Nigg is above 5 miles long, and in ſome pla- 
ces between 2 and 3 broad. It lies from 8. W. to N. E. 


1 
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on the 8. E. it 18 bounded by thi Murray frith, on the 8. 
and 8. W. by the bay and frith of Cromarty. In the S. E. 
fide of the pariſh, there is a hill, commonly called the hill 


of Nigg, which riſes at a place called Shandwicke, and ex- 


5 tends about 5 miles along the ſhore of the Murray frith, 


terminating at a place called Dunſkeath, nearly oppoſite to 
Cromarty. Some parts of this hill are now covered with 

large plantations of firs in a thriving condition, other parts 

aære let out in graſs to paſture cattle. The face of the hill, 


hanging over the Murray frith, is, in ſome places, covered 


Vith graſs and heath, abounds with medicinal herbs, where, 
ſome time ago, a number of goats were kept, whoſe milk, 
= from that circuinſtance, was remarkable for its good quali- 
| ties in reſtoring health. But a great part of the face of the 
mill is rocky, and acceſſible only to the birds of the air. 
The eagle, all the different kinds of hawks, build their 
| neſts in theſe rocks, ſome of which are ſeveral hundred feet 
in height. In them alſo great flocks of cormorants and o- 
ther ſea-fowl take up their reſidence, in their return from 
_ Caithneſs and the Northern Iſles, whither in the ſummer 
ſeaſon they repair to hatch their young. On the declivity 
of this hill, and expoſed to the north, lies a confiderable 
part of the arable grounds of this pariſh, and which are rec- 
| koned of the beſt quality, being a rich loam, with a clay 


bottom. At both extremities of the pariſh, the ſoil is light 


and ſandy. During the winter ſeaſon, a great part of the 
pariſh is wet, occafioned by the rains, which, falling on the 
hill, and diſtilling through the earth, oo%e forth in ſprings 
in many parts even of the arable grounds. Towards ſpring 


theſe dry up, and ſeed- time generally commences about the 


AIcth of March. I the one end of the pariſh they begin to 


ſow barley in the beginning of April, in the other end they 
begin not till about the middle of that month. During the 


ſpring months, vegetation is rather flow, owing to the 


ſtren gth 


1 


| 
3 
Z 


Nr. e 


55 meg of the ſoil, 250 its northerly expoſure z but When 
the influence of the ſun becomes more powerful, vegetation 
is rapid, and the harveſt ſeldom fails to be early. It gene - 
rally commences about the 20th of "as and i is e 5 
about t che roth of Oftober. 1 2 


> Aer iculture, e 41 crops raiſed in this pariſh. 
are, barley, which is of the beſt quality, oats, peaſe, rye, 
and potatoes; wheat alſo has gbeen attempted with ſome _ 


ſucceſs, but for want of incloſures, and-becauſe what is ſown _ 


in the ſpring does not fill and ripen to perfection, ſome who 
| have attempted raiſing wheat, have diſcontinued it, finding 
a a barley crop almoſt equally profitable, and far leſs ſcour- 5 
ging to their fields, The generality of farmers being poor, 
and having no leaſes, never venture to make improve- 
ments in agriculture, or to deviate from the mode praftifed 
by their forefathers. —There is a great number of horſes, 
but, a few excepted, they are of a very trifling and diminu- 
tive kind. The farmers keep a great ſtock of black cattle, 
which they employ in tilling their grounds; but it is ſup- 
pooſed that they ſhall ſoon be obliged to adopt a different 
method; becauſe great part of the Highlands, where their 


cattle were wont to be grazed in the ſummer ſeaſon, are 


now converted into ſheep-farms, the number of which is 
ſtill increaſing. Some time ago, there was a conſiderable 
number of ſheep in this pariſh, but at preſent there are very 


few; the grounds on which they were paſtured being laid _ 


under plantations of fir, to the no ſmall loſs of the farmers 


in general, who are by this means deprived of many ad. 


vantages which they derived from that uſeful animal, ſuch 
as, the beſt of manure for their fields, clothing for their 
houſeholds, and ſome help annually to pay their rents. —The 
valued rent of the pariſh is L. 4205, 11s, Scotch. The 
real rent, that of mills included, amounts to above 2000 


3 | bols, 
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; Vbtth; partly: barley partly meal. On ſome "ny the rent 
is paid in kind, and on ſome others the victual is converted 
into money, from 10 8. 6d. to 138. 4 d. the boll. The rent 
of the land varies, according to the quality of the ſoil. Ihe 
lands of the beſt quality are let at 2 bolls an acre. And 
what is moſt remarkable, the rent of a conſiderable part of 
theſe lands has not been augmented for 200 years back, 
and yet at preſent it is as high as the land can poſſibly bear. 
There are 9 ür the TR af whom reds 5 


in it at preſent * 


Fee e e to Dr Webſter's report, the 


number of ſouls was then 1261. The population is rather 
on the decreaſe, owing to the union of farms, and ſeveral 
places where cottages once ſtood, being now incioſed and 
_ planted. At preſent, the examination rolls of the pariſh 
contain 933 ſouls, in which are inſerted all who are 6 years 
of age and upwards. From the average number of births, 
thoſe under 6 years of age, ſuppoſing them all to live, can- 
not amount to 200 more. The principal part of the inha- 
bitants is employed in huſbandry. In this pariſh there are 4 

blackſmiths, 8 wrights, 2 coopers, 7 millers, 12 weavers, 9 
|  tailors, 12 ſhoemakers, 1 flax-dreſſer, . and 31 fiſhermen. 
This laſt claſs of men have, for 6 years paſt, ſubſiſted them- 
ſelves and families chiefly by raifing crops of potatoes, the 


* Per of Labour. — The Aated wages of b day: — are "Gow 6 d. 
to 8 d. a- day, The amount of the wages of farm-ſervants, cannot be eaſily : 


_ aſcertained; for-though their fee is incontiderable, yet they have 2 great 


deal of perquiſite s, Which make the whole of what they receive to a- 


mount to from 12 to 14 bolls of victual annually,” The ſervants being 
| generally married, and having families, prefer receiving their wages chief 
ly in victual. A capital defect in the mode of farming practiſed in this 
puariſh is, that they employ too many ſervants, Maid ſervants receive of ̃ 

wages from L. 1, 6s. to L. 2, 12 8. annually, All other tradeſmen are 


paid by the piece of work which ey execute, 
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of Nigg. 9 as 


| Hh on the-codſt having moſtly left it. This circumſtance = 

has occafioned-a conſiderable advance in the price of that 
neceſſary artiele of life; ſo that what 10 years .ago-coult 

be purehaſed for 5 d. will now coſt 2 8. 6 d. The average 
number of births: is ſomething above 20. The number f 
deaths cannot be aſcertained with preciſion; becauſe, of 


thoſe buried in this chureh- yard, the greater part is from 5 


35 the other patiſhes 1 II. the vicinity. 1 he . | 
"NOS ny or oa iy es ds 


 Ecilefiaftical Sture, Stipend, 6 1 . its fe—Nige. 4 = 


one of the menſal churches that belonged to the biſhoprick _ 


of Roſs, Behind che church is ſtill to be ſeen. the foundation 
of a large houſe above go feet in length, which goes 


under the name of the Biſhop's . Houſe, though not he 


place of his conſtant reſidence; and the hill already men- 5 = 
tioned is, in old charters of the lands of the pariſh, called 
the Biſhop's Foreſt. : One of the vaults of the , houſe re- 
mained entire in the year-1727.—The preſent church was 
new. built in the year 1727, and underwent a thorough. re- 
pair about two years ago. There were of old different 
chapels or places of worſhip; particularly one at Culiſs, 
where there is a ſmall -incloſure that goes by the. name of 
the Chapel Park. Scarce à veſtige of the building re- 
mains. There was another at Shand wicke, the walls of 
which ſtood pretty entire till within theſe few years. — To 
the admiſſion of the late ineumbent there was a violent op- 
poſition on the part of the common people, headed by ſome 
of the heritors, and which terminated in a ſeceſſion of almoſt 
the whole body of the people from the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
Nor could the miniſter, though a man of ſenſe, and greatly 
uſeful to the people by his medical {kill, ever procure a de- 
cent auditory in the place. After reſiding among them 
above 30 years; the number of his hearers did not exceed 
60 perſons; and though thoſe who at: preſent . attend wor- 
Vor. XIII. C ſhip 
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ſhip in the pariſh- church, realy, exceed that ends, it is 
to be remarked, that they are chiefly compoſed, not of the 
original inhabitants of the pariſh, but of thoſe who have 
removed hither from other pariſhes ; nor can it be expected : 
that the preſent generation will return into the boſom of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church. The examination roll of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church contains only 260 perſons, while that of 
the Seceſſion contains 673.— The King is patron. The ſti- 
pend is 10 chalders harley, with the vicarage-teinds, which, 


about 30 years ago, are ſaid to have amounted in value to 


from L. 16 to L. 20 Sterling; but at the adm iſſion of the 
preſent incumbent, they amounted only to from L. 6 to 
L. 7, and are ſtill ſinking in value, from the decreaſe of 
ſheep in the pariſh; ſo that it is likely they will ſoon 
be inadequate to defray the expenſe of collecting them. 
There is a good manſe, with offices, which have been 
lately repaired, and a glebe of rather more than four 
acres of good quality.— There is a parochial ſchool, but no 
| ſchoolhouſe at preſent ; the heritors, however, have ordered 
one to be built. The ſalary is only L. 8: 6: 8; a paltry 
conſideration to induce any young man, who has been at 
dte expenfe of a liberal education, to undertake an office of 
all others the moſt laviſh and fatiguing. The Society for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge have been pleaſed, of 
late, to appoint a ſchool-miſtreſs for this pariſh, to inſtrut 
young girls in the ditferent branches of education neceſſary 
for that ſex, which, it is believed, will prove of ſingular 
| benefit to the place; as heretofore it was impoſſible for pa- 
rents to get their children educated, but by ſending them 
to towns, which, by reaſon of their poverty, and the high 
' rate of board wages, very few of them only were able to 
 do.—Here, as in moſt other pariſhes in the North, the 


poor form a conſiderable part, who have no funds but what 


ariſe from the weekly collections in the church, and the in- 


tereſt « L. 20 Sterling, which was lately mortiſied for the 
T „ bonebt 
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betet Ur ens pete by u wider lady 36 de elles, Th 
number upon the poors roll is 28, who receive yearly the 
 - ſcanty pittance of from 3s. to 108. a-piece, according to 
their reſpecti ve neceſſities. But in this pariſh there are ſe- 
veral other poor perſons, who belong to the Seceding meet- 
ing houſe here, and who receive no public charity, as the 
55 weekly collections of this ſociety, of which they are a part, 
are appropriated to another purpoſe. The only reſource, 
therefore, on which they een, for r er is begging” 
from houſe | to ne. * 5255 


Ae en and Natural Curiofities —Near the place of 
Shandwicke ſtands a large obeliſk. On the one ſide of 
which are cut the figures of different animals; on the other 
a croſs handſomely executed. The former | is ſuppoſed to 
be a mnch older work than the latter ; and the tradition 
is, that the ſtone was erected in memory of a thipwreck | 

ſuffered oppoſite to that place, by the Danes, when they 
were wont to infeſt the northern coaſt ; in which ſhipwreck 

three ſons of the King of Denmark are faid to have periſh- 
ed, and to have been buried where the obeliſk ftands. 
Adjoining to it there is a piece of ground, which carries 
the appearance of a burying-place. The foundation of a 
wall ſurrounding it remains, and marks of graves, both there 
and at the chapel, are to be ſeen, and in digging the ground 
human bones and ſkeletons have often been found. As to 
the particular time of the invaſion and ſhipwreek, nothing 
18 handed down * '— There | was another obeliſk in the 


church- | 


IV, 


* There are two circumſtances which ſerve to confirm the tradition, 
and the fact to which it refers; one is, that the obeliik a ready mentioned 
is commonly called in Gaelic Cloch Charraig, i. e. the done of the rock; 2 
the other is, that the rock oppolite to Shandwicke, Where the ſhipwreck 

wen, is, from that event, known to ee people by the name of 


The 
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church-yard of Nigg, ſaid allo to have been erefted there 
by the Danes. The ſculpture upon it is till entire, and is 


much the ſame with that of the other monuments left by 


that people, conſiſting of figures of animals, and of weapons. 
uſed either in war or hunting. It ſtood till about the year 
1725, when it was thrown down by a remarkable ſtorm of 
wind, which at the ſame'time threw down the belfry, and 
broke the bell of the church. The Rev. Mr Cordiner, 
vrho, in his progreſs through this country had occaſion to 
view theſe obeliſks, has favoured the public with ſome ac- 
count of them, and has likewiſe given plates of them in 
his uſeful and entertaining book, —Where that range of 
rocks, which over hang the Murray frith, terminates, at a 
5 place called Dunſkeath, on a ſmall moat, ſituated above the 
| ſea, once ſtood a fort, of which mention is made by Sir Da- 
vid Dalrymple, 1 in his Hiſtory of Scotland, vol. 1. p. 121. 
built as far back as the year 1179, by William, ſurnamed 
the Lion, King of Scotland. The ditch around the caſtle, 
and the entrance to it, may ſtill be obſerved; but nothing 


of the wall, or of the ſtones of which it was built, remains. 


It was built with a view to ſuppreſs diſorders in the coun- 
try, and to diſperſe and deſtroy robbers, and other perſons, 
who came to plunder, as may be collected from its name, 


Dunſcath, or Dunſca, which is compounded of two Gaelic 


words, Dun, a * Fort or Caſtle,” and Scath, © Deſtruction 
„or Diſperſion.” The farm adjoining to it is ſtill called 


0 Calle Craig.—-In the place: of Ankerville, a part of the 


property 


The King's Sons. That rock lies not a half mile diſtant from the ſhore, 
and there is a great depth of water on each ſide of it. It ſtretches 2 or 3 
miles in almoſt # ſtraight line from E. to W. and is not to be ſeen at bigh- 
water; and this, a few years ago, occaſioned the lofs of a ſhip belonging 
to the Orkney's, bound for Cromarty, which in a fair evening, ſtanding in 
too near the ſhore, ſtruck upon the rock and went down directly; the 


crew having only time to ſave themſelves by the hoat. The * the” 
| rank was ſeen for ſever) weeks above water. 
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property. of Mr Cockburn Roſs. of Shandwicke, 3 in a \ hank 
removed at more than the diſtance of a mile from the ſea, 
| and raiſed many feet; above its level, there is a ſtratum of 15 
oyſten ſhells of conſiderable extent, and above a half foot in 
depth; they lie about three feet below the ſurface of the 
ground, and underneath them there is a ſtratum of fine ſand, 
| like that on the ſea-ſhore.. It is difficult. to account x 
weir being there, without ſuppoſing the ground to have. 

| been ſome time covered. by the ſea; and to conceive that, 
from the elevation, of the ground, we. muſt ſuppoſe the ſea 
to have aſcended to à height that would make it overflow 
a great part of the ground, not only of this, but of the. 
neighbouring pariſhes.—la that extenfive piece of ground, 


| called the Sands of Nigg, and about a foot under the ſur- 
| ace; there is a ſtratum. of different kinds of ſhells, of con- 

fſſderable depth, many boat loads of which. are annually 
Aug up by the fiſhermen of a neighbouring parith, and made 


by them into lime of a ſuperior quality. It is ſome time 
before the pits from which they are taken, fill up and be- 
come ſolid, which renders theſe ſands dangerous, and ſome- 
times fatal to paſſengers, eſpecially to ſtrangers, ſore of 


whom falling into theſe pits before the tide is thoroughly = 


gone, unhappily loſe their lives.—ln, that range of rocks 
Which over-hang the Murray frith, there is a number of 
natural caves, ſome of which. are ſo. capacious that they 
could contain from four to fix hundred men a-piece. The 
entrance to them is narrow, but within they widen to a 


great extent, are of an amazing height, and of - depth 


which no man would incline to examine. There are drops 


bel water conſtantly dillilling from the upper part of theſe 


caves, which, gradually petrifying, make them to appear 
above like an arch of the fineſt marble. Ia theſe, different 
birds take up their reſidence, and amen of pigeons 
hatch their young in dem. 


Diſadvantages 


1 8 
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 Difedvintages —One great diſadvantage which die farmer 
in this place labours under, 'is the high multure which he 
: Pays to the mills. If he Tt eight bolts of corn to the 
mill, he muſt leave *oti6* of them for mill-dues. But the 
5 principal diſadvantage; and which above every other thing 
5 retards all improvement in agriculture, i is the want of fuel, 
of which n kind whatever, young fit trees excepted, is to 
be found within the pariſh; and theſe fir trees, or thinnings 
of the woods, are generally ſold at ſüch a tate, that it 
5 would be much exfier för : people to provide themſelves 
in coals.” The fuel fa” in this pariſh conſiſts chiefly of 


| peat and turf, of which' they carry from the diſtance of 


tive or fix miles; and in cutting and carrying which, the 
farmers and their ſervants are employed for the whole of 


the ſummer ſeaſon to the total neglect of every thing that 
might improve and benefit their farms. And what is ſtill 
more diſtreſſing, many of them are under the neceſſity of 
going through the ſands to fetch home their fuel, and muſt 
therefore by night and by day watch the opportunity 
when the tide is out, ſo chat it is no unuſual thin g to ſee 
them ſet out for the moſs at the time when others goto 
reſt. The badneſs of the roads, and the great diſtance 
Which they have to go, occaſion them great expenſe in 
| carts and harneſs ; and after all they have but moſt uncom- 
fortable fuel. If the ſeaſon be wet, they generally loſe 
their labour, being not able to carry their fuel out of the 
moſs; and what they carry home is ſo wet, that it will not 
anſwer for fire. It was therefore with the higheſt ſatis- 
faction they learned, that it is intended to bring a bill into 
Parliament, to repeal the duties payable on coals carried 
coaſtwiſe to the North, as it will enable them to procure 
fuel at a cheaper rate, and with far leſs drudgery, and at 
the ſame time will permit them to direct their attention to 
agriculture, which at preſent, from the above-mentioned 
cauſe, is too much neglected by them, | 5 


of Carnhee..... 23 


PIE WO Pays . 1 4 = 3 


PARISH or CARNBEE, .... 


„ (Corner 4 AND. b Srnon « or F 1FE, | PRESBYTERT « OF 8 
Ax DREW' 9 1 


By the Rev, My ALEXANDER BRODIE. ||. 


Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, ' 


Tun who are judges of the Gaelic, ſay, That Carn- 


bee takes its name from two words, carn and bee, or 


1 bray, which ſignify, © Birch-hill.” This derivation ſeems 


the more probable, as there 1s immediately to the north 


of the church, which ſtands high, a pretty large incloture, 
which to this day goes by the name of the Birch-park, : 
though there is no one alive who remembers having teen a 

ſingle birch growing in it. This pariſh is near 4 ſtatute- 
miles in length, and about the ſame in breadth. From the 


church, all the way to the weſt end of the pariſh, there is 


a ridge of riſing ground, which ſtretches in a pretty ſtraight 


line, —.— e the middle of che pariſh. Upon this 
riſing, 


„„ Satyflonl dcrount 


riſing ground, there are ſeveral little hills, of a conical | 


form, of which the moſt conſpicuous are, Carnbee-Law, 


| Kellie-Law, Gellandſhill, and Cunner-Law. Upon the 
top of ſome of 'theſe, particularly Kellie-Law, is an im- 
menſely large cairn of ſtones, of various kinds and ſizes, 
which evidently appear to have been collected with much 


labour, and thrown together, probably for the purpoſe of 
perpetuating the remembrance of ſome great event, or 
with a view to kindle a fire upon the top of the cairn, to 


warn the country at a time of public danger. On the 


ſouth fide of theſe high grounds, all the way down towards 


the coaſt, you have a great extent of fine rich fertile 
ground, which commonly produces moſt luxuriant crops of 
all kinds. The ſoil here, has, in general, a mixture of 
clay in it; ſome of the fields are of a loamy nature; others 
conſiſt of deep rich black earth; and almoſt all of them 

have a gentle {lope towards the ſouth and eaſt. That part 


of the pariſh, which lies to the north of the riſing grounds 


above mentioned, is much more adapted for paſture than 
tillage, though there are ſome of the lands, (thoſe particu- 


larly at Caſſingray), where, in dry ſeaſons, they raiſe as 
"rich oy of arne in any oy of en 


Gs 1 (out of 32), bey a- 
bout L. zoo Sterling of yearly rent; the reſt from L. 30 


to L. 120. On their farms, in whole, they employ about 


248 work-horſes, many of them in value about L. 20. One 
farmer lately refuſed 100. guineas for 4 of his beſt work - 


| horſes. Oxen are not much uſed here for the plough, though 
the kinds they raiſe are large, and very fit for the purpoſe. 
When ſold to the graziers at 4 year old, or ſo, they gene- 


rally fetch from L. 8 to L. 12. After the month of March 


comes in, che farmers here commonly carry on all their 
| | labour 
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labour with borſes, and ſeldom above 2 to a plough. The old 


Scots plough is ſtill uſed by ſome, but in general thoſe of 


a more modern conſtruction are preferred. They have 
ſown for ſome time paſt, at an average, about 350 bolls of 


wheat, 360 of barley, 300 of peaſe and beans, and up- 


wards of 900 of oats; very few tares, and no rye. „„ 
every farm, you ſee a field of turnip, and even thoſe, who 
do not in common uſe them for the purpoſe of feeding 

for the butcher, find great advantage in giving a few of 
them every day during the winter and ſpring to their young 
cattle, and milk cows. Every farmer ſows a conſiderable 


quantity of clover and rye-graſs; were it not for this and 


his turnip crop, it would be impoſſible ſor him to keep his 
farm in good heart. There are no ſheep bred in the pariſh 
for the market; but in the beginning of this century, there 
were ſome thouſands. The few fed in it at preſent, during 
the ſpring, ſummer, and harveſt months, are all for the 
uſe of private families. There are nearly two-thirds of 
the whole pariſh incloſed and ſubdivided; and thoſe who | 


let their parks from year to. year to the graziers, generally 
draw from L. 1, 5 8. to L. 2, 58. the acre. Conſiderable 
quantities of flax- ſeed are ſown here, but it does not com- 


monly yield a plentiful return, excepting in the north part 
of the pariſh. Potatoes are raiſed in great abundance upon 


every farm; they ſeldom export any; at an average, it 3s. 
ſuppoſed every farmer raiſes from 20 to 60 bolls of this 


moſt uſeful root. Laſt crop, however, owing to the wet⸗ 
neſs of the harveſt; they had ſcarce a third of their uſual 


increaſe. When their horſes are not at hard work, they 


commonly give them one feed a-day of potatoes, which 


it is thought has a fine eſſect in keeping the belly open. 

They were wont to boil the potatoes, but now generally give 

them raw, and think they do fully as well in that ſtate. Some 
V or. XIII. = D of 
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of the farmers, who have made the trial, find, that when 
given in ſmall quantities to their young cattle, in Febru- 
ary and March, they have a fine effe& in ſharpening 
their appetite for the dry ſtraw, and preparing them for | 
being put ont to graſs in the a ol The Valdes r rent t of 
the parilh 1 is L. * Seots *. 5 


Feeds N to Dr Webſter S report, : 


| the population then was 129 3. * an the wann, 
= ſouls is 106 1. : 


e, 


Price of Labour &c.—Men fervants hired for the purpoſe of huſ- 
3 bandry, generally have from L. s to L. 8 of wages, aud their victuals, 
deſides what they cal bounties, which commonly conſiſt of as much 
ground as will ſow two or three lippies of flax ſeed, or as as many pecks f 
potatoes; articles theſe which uſually turn out greatly to their account; as 


after work hours, they are very induſtri us in weeding and keeping the. 
ground clean. The farmers are in uſe of paying to their women-ſervants, 


hired by the year, only L. 2, 10 s. but with their perquiſites, or boun- 
ties, they make about L. 3, which are the common wages given them in 
the families of gentlemen reſiding in the pariſh. The demand for yarn 
from Elie, Kirkcaldy. Dundee, and other manufacturing places, is ſo 
great, that the women here who earn their bread by ſpinning upon the 
5 two-handed wheel, can, it is ſaid, with great eaſe, make from 5d. to 
7d. a-day. The price of labour of all kinds is increaſed about F with- 
in theſe few years. A ſhilling is now the common wage of a day-labour- 
er, during the fpring and ſummer-months. In the time of harveſt, they 
pay to the man-reaper the ſame wages as above, and give him his victuals 


beſides. A woman-reaper gets 9d. or 10 d. and her victuals. A few 
years ag, Sir Robert Anſtruther, who had a large farm in the pariſh in 


his own poſſeſſion, cut down almoſt ail his oats and barley with the ſcythe ; 


but his example has not as yet been much followed by the farmers in ge- 
neral, though many of them employ the common ſcythe with great ſuc- 
ceſs in cutting down thoſe fields of barley or oats, which have been in- 


_ tentionally ſown thin, to let the clover and rye-graſs come up thick 
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i Males, 1 © „„ 3 Widows 1. wi * 43 2 
Females, . 539 Bac Py who have | 
Of the above are e mar- houſes, „ „ 


. . <8 


| Who have of ſons, | 217 Smiths, - . | 8 
Daughters, - 272 Weaver, - 15 
F Men-ſervants, hired by :.- Taglors,. 3 Fa 9 


the year, „ 82 Maſons, ; CEP 3 


5 Women-ſervants, do. 50 Farmers, 4 - 32 N | 
J eG Tg 


W 21 beritors. The only nobleman who has a 
landed intereſt here, is the Earl of Kellie; a family, who, 
for near two centuries, have had their principal refidence 
in this pariſh, and been univerſally eſteemed and reſpected 55 
by all ranks. The caſtle of Kellie, where his Lordſhip 8 


reſides, is a very large and ſtrong building, with ſtately 


apartments, which the preſent Earl has lately fitted up in 
a moſt elegant manner, and laid out the pleaſure - ground 
about the place with great taſte. This pariſh, about 


70 years ago, was much more populous than at preſent z 


as at an average of the births between the years 1713 and 
1725, there appear from the records to have been yearly 
about 46 baptiſms; and it is, probable, there were a few 
more, as the parents then were not under ſuch neceſſity of 
having their children regiſtered as they are now, in con- 


ſequence of the act, laying a duty of 3 d. upon each mar- 
riage, deren, and burial, in N pariſh, paupers ex- 
1 * | 


It may be worth remarking here as a pretty uncommon as. that 
there is a! preſent reſiding in the pariſh, a widow woman, who in her 
married ſtate, about 20 years ago, brought forth three children at a 
birth, All of whom are alive, and in good health. | 


— 


f 


| | 

3 oy 

1 

— 17 

1 ' 
"a 


— K — ——————— _— 
IL 2 — 


— — — — — *. 1 — — - 
— — Cor ITS — — - — a 


28 55 2 * 


5 1 But from the average of births, meds from! the 
year 1781 to 1793, there have been only 27 births yearly, 
This decreaſe of population 1 15. evidently to be aſcribed to 
the two following cauſes. The firſt is, that at preſent, the 

: whole lands in the pariſh, (excepting. what ſome of the 


proprietors keep i in their own hands), are let in tack to 32 
farmers; whereas, i inthe beginning of this century, they were 


divided among at leaſt 5 times that number. The ſecond 
cauſe to be aſſigned, is, that ſome years ago, there were 
coals wrought to a pretty confiderable extent, at Over- 
| Carnbee, Balcormo, Caſſingray, and in ſome other lands 
in this pariſh, whereas now there is not any one coal-work 
going ſ on within the bounds. of the pariſh ; the neceflary 
conſequence of which has been, that a great many of thoſe 
cCovlliers, and other work- people in that line, who were wont ; 
to tind conſtant employment here, found themſelves under 
the neceſſity of going elſewhere for bulineſs, in the way to : 
which they bad been accuſtomed. 


Pr oſpeb Spa e, bee, -The proſpe& from the 


church of Carnbee is uncommonly fine; it ſtands high, 


and is comfortably ſheltered from the north by a clump of 
| fine old trees; but when, in clear weather, you go welt, 

and aſcend to the top of Kellie Law, which is about 800 
feet above the level of the ſea, and near three ſtatute-miles 
from the coaſt, you have then one of the moſt delightful 
views to be ſeen in almoſt any part of Scotland. Imme- 
diately below to the ſouth, the eye 1s delighted with the 
near view of a rich beautiful ſtretch of country, a great 


part of which 1s encloſed and ſubdivided, and in a high 


| late of cultivation. The ſmall towns and royal boroughs 


upon the coaſt, though far from being in ſo flourithing a 
ſtate as before the Union, add greatly to the beauty and 
richneſs of the proſpect; ſo does the range of towns on the 
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att coaft from Edinburgh, all . way eaſt to st Abb's 'Þ 


head, and the frith of Forth, with the ſhipping conſtantly | 


going up, or down, preſent a grand object always varying. 
It is remarkable in this hill, that the ſoil of it in general Xs 


15 equally good and deep with the moſt fertile grounds be · | 


low, and the aſcent ſo gradual from the welt, that Carria- 
ges, with ſafety, may 80 to the 5 of a 3 


"Bards 5 Paſſage, Oc. —Ths birds of 3 here are : 


dotterel, woodcock, ſwallow, cuckoo, and lapwing. Of 
theſe laſt, it is obſerved, that they have of late returned EO, 
much earlier in the ſeaſon than they were wont to do, pro- 


bably owing to the uncommonly open winters we have had 


for ſome years paſt. But all theſe birds of paſſage, the gen- 


tlemen and farmers too would heartily welcome to a long- 
er viſit among them, could they only get free of the 
crows, which are very deſtructive in the ſpring to the 
wheat, and every other Kind of grain. At the ſame time, 


the deſtruction they do in this way, very probably is in a 
2 great meaſure balanced by the very effectual aſſiſtance they 


give in deſtroying the cob- worm: Of this there was a ſatisfy- | 


| ing proof lately in this pariſh. A ſervant of the Earl of Kel- 
lie, who had juſt finiſhed the ſowing a rich field with oats, 


was much vexed to ſee it in a little covered all over with 
crows; in various ways did he endeavour to drive them 
off, but all in vain, till at laſt he ſhot ſome cf them, when, 
to his great aſtoniſhment, upon opening up their ſtomachs, 
he found them quite full of ohnen, and not one grain 
of oats. 


9 Stivend, School, 3 We. —The Sk of Carne 


bee is a very old building of Gothic conſtruction, with pil- 


lars, &c. It has undergone many expenſive repairs within 
| I thele 
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theſe 40 years, ol from the faulty ſtate of tome parts of 
it, the heritors it is probable will find it more for their in- 
| tereſt to build a new one, than to keep in good repair the 
old fabric. The Earl of Kellie is patron. The manſe and 
office-houſes were built about 60 years ago. It is a commo- 
L dious houſe, beautifully fituated, but will alſo ſoon need re- 
pair. The miniſter's ſtipend at preſent is, 5 bolls of wheat, 
40 bolls 1 peck and 2 lippies of bear; 66 bolls 3 firlots 
2 pecks and 2 lippies of meal; and L. 243: 16: 10 Scots 
money, of which L. 60 Scots for communion- elements, with 
a glebe between 7 and 8 acres —The parochial ſchool-bouſe | 
was built about 50 years ago, and is in good repair. The 
maſter's ſalary is L. 6. He has beſides L. 7, 108. yearly, 
being the rent of a few acres of land, mortified by a pre- 
deceſſor of his for behoof of the ſchoolmaſter of Carnbee. 
His ſchool- fees are, 1 8. 6 d. for teaching Engliſh, 2 8. for 
writing, and 25. 6d. for Latin or arithmetic, the quarter; his 
9 income may be about L. 40. From the liſt kept of the poor, 
3 it appears, at an average, there are 8 yearly upon the public 
funds of charity in the pariſh. Some of thefe have allow- 
ed them 55s. and others only 2 s. a- month. When induſtri- | 
© ous houſeholders come to be in want, as ſoon as the ſeſſion 
have proper information of the ſame, they generally get 
conveyed to them what will buy a firlot or two of meal, 
a cart- load of coals, or help to pay the ſurgeons bill for me- 
dicines and attendance, when they have been long in bad 
health. Poor however as they are, they ſeem very averſe 
at firſt to take any aſſiſtance from the public funds, in ſo 
much that inſtances have occurred of their returning the 
money. though not many months after they found them- 
ſelves under the neceſſity of applying for it. About 68 or 
70 years ago, it was very common here for houſeholders in 
rather poor circumſtances, to apply to the kirk-ſcſſion for 
the loan of a ſmall lum of money, for which they granted 
bill. 
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bill F 3 it happened, owing to a variety of all. 
ferent cauſes, that theſe bills turned out good for nothing. 


The kirk. ſeſſion therefore, about 10 years ago, judged it 


expedient, that inſtead of lending out any ſmall ſums for 
the future to pariſhioners in the above predicament, that 


they would rather at once give them in charity, according 
as the funds would admit, a part or perhaps the whole of 


what they humbly propoſed to borrow. This plan has had 


5 8 very good effect, in ſo far as it has prevented ſome from 
borrowing of the kirk- ſeſſion, what it is too probable they 
never would have been able to repay, and what was, per- 
| haps, too great a ſum to have been allowed them out of the 
funds upon the head of charity. Beſides it has prevented 
the miniſter and elders, from being under the difagreable 
_ heceſlity of proſecuting any of their fellow pariſhioners, for 


the recovery of ſmall ſums due the fund, at the ſame time 


that they know) now, with more certainty, what annual. 
rents, &c. they have to deburfe. At preſent, beſides the 


Sunday collections, (which one day with another through 
the year amount to about 3 5s.), they have L. 25 5 of a capital 
at intereſt, It may in ſome reſpe&s be conſidered as a loſs 
to the poor in the pariſh, that there are only two of the he- 


ritors who refide in it, the Earl of Kellie, and Sir Robert 


Anftruther of Balcaſkie. The loſs, however, is in a great 


meaſure made up by the charity of thoſe reſpectable fami- 


Ties, who at preſent occupy the houſes of ſome of the non- 


reſiding heritors, and by the kind attention of ſome of the 
non: reſiding heritors themſelves, who in years of ſcarcity 


W moſt ſeaſonably contributed to their — 


Cbarabbe- of the Parifionire Ge. — They are in at 
a ſober and induſtrious people, religiouſly diſpoſed, and 
mind their own affairs. In the laſt age, when ſmuggling 


Was 
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was carried to a great lekighh in this neighbourhood, many \ 


7 of the farmers and others were, by various means, induced” ot] 
to give aſſiſtance to the ſmugglers, in carrying away and * 
diſpoſing of vaſt quantities of foreign ſpirits, which had a 5 
very bad effect upon their health and morals. Happily y, how- ” 

ever, that illicit trade is in a great meaſure abandoned, he 
and the farmers, with their ſervants, now employ themſelves di 


to much better Purpoſe in Approving their lands. 


. M ;ſcellaneous Oats Thats are 4 reſpedtabe fa. | 
milies of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion ; alſo 6 families who at- 
tend an Antiburgher meeting, and about 50 more who join 
themſelves to the Kirk of Relief; but when they have no 
| ſermon there they commonly attend the Eſtabliſhed Church; 
and it is but juſt to remark here, what muſt give pleaſure _ 
to any one poſſeſſed of the benevolent ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
that there is nothing of that blind furious zeal among the ſec- 
_  taries in this age which too often diſgraced the former. The 
ſectaries and thoſe who attend the Eſtabliſned Church, live 
| together 1 in Chriſtian charity, and act very differently | to 
one another in ſociety, from what the Jews of old did to 
the Samaritans.—It would be much for the advantage of 
the pariſh in general, were more attention paid to the croſs 
roads, and a greater proportion of the ſtatute- work allow- 
ed for putting them in ſome better repair, Were the pro- 
prietors, while encloſin g and ſubdividing their lands, to allot 
more of their ground for planting. it would in a few years 
be a conſiderable advantage to themſelves and the public, 
as there are large tracts of ground in many parts of the pa- 
riſn which cannot be employed to better purpoſe. Sir Ro- 
bert Anſtruther, and John Patullo Eſq; commiſſary of St 
Andrew's, have of late ſhown a very proper example in 
this way, which it is to be hoped will ſoon be followed by | 
other 
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other piagiſetare. There are not many trees & Reet fize | 
in the pariſh, but near the caſtle of Kellie are ſome fine old 
es, particularly a beech, which is 16 feet in circumference, 
ud zo feet high before it branches. There are ſome ex - 
cellent lime and free ſtone quarries, and plenty of coal in 
different 2 in the A5 2575 n is one * and three : 


corn n mills, 
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PARISH or INVERAVEN, 


| (Covnrres or Baxry ann Ero e, Srxop er Non, 


PRESBYTERY OF ABERLOUR.) 


Ay the rein hen Gur 


| Nom Eu. Riomlets oc 


T HE bend takes its name 8 the Gaelic wank * 


ver, Entrance,“ and Aven, the name of a ſtream 


which has its ſource in Lochaven, which lies among the 
| hil between Braemar and Strathſpey, and after running a- 
bout 20 or 22 miles, falls into the river Spey, near the 
| Houſe of Ballendalloch, and about an Engliſh mile above 


the church, which is ſcarce 150 yards from that river's fide. 


The pariſh is computed about 12 miles long, and its breadth 


is in ſome places 3, in other parts 2, and in one part only 
one mile. From the entrance of Aven into Spey, the pa- 
riſn extends ſouthward on both ſides of Aven, till it meets 


with the pariſh of Kirkmichael in Strathaven. About a 
mile below, where the two pariſhes meet, and about 3+ 
miles from the pariſh-church, the water of Livet empties it- 


ſelf 


ere greateſt part is iv Banff Hire 


ade 6. We ads 200 


belt il into «A near this ruins of an old caftle called Drum- | | 


min. From the. confluence of Aven and Livet, the pariſh b : 


extends 9, * 0 both ſides of Livet — 7 miles nearly *. 
Population, 


* All this part "of the pariſh is called Glenlivet. About a mile from 
| the confluence of Aven and Livet, Tervy, a rivulet, (which has its ſource 
in Belrinnas, a high mountain, intervening between the pariſh of Aber. 
Jour, and a part of the pariſh of Inveraven), after running through the 
Davoch of Morange, and a little way through the lower part of Glen- 
livet, falls into Livet, Morange lies eaſtward from the lower part of 
Glenlivet, and between it and a part of the hill of Belrinnas. From the 
mouth of Tervy, up Livet about half a mile, lies Achbrake, where the 
- Proteſtant meeting houſe is built, the itinerant miniſter officiates, and the 
- Proteſtants in Glenlivet and Morange attend divine worſhip. At the dif. 
' tance of half a mile eaſtward from Achbrake, the burn or rivulet of Al- 
tachoynachan falls into Tervy; and about 1 4 mile, almoſt up this burn, 
and S. E. from its mouth, the battle of Altachoynachan in October 1594 
was fought, between Huntly and Argyle, in which the latter was de- 
feated. About 2 miles from the Proteſtant meeting-houſe, and up Livet, 
Cromby. a rivulet. falls into it on the ſouth ſide. Cromby riſes between 
two hills on the ſouth ſide of the head, or higher part of Glenlivet, and 


after running a ſhort way, paſſes by the Scala, (or Scalan, as it is common- 


 1y called), a Popiſh ſemitiary or college, erected upwards of $6 years ago. 
As Scala is the Latin word for a ladder, it perhaps got that name from a 
ſteep road, (called the ladder), leading from the head of Glenlivet, up a 
| eep hill to Strathdon. Be that as it may, there are 8, Io, and ſometimes 
12 chilckren of Popiſh gentlemen taught at the Scala; and there alſo (I 
have been told) ſome prieſts were educated and put into orders. There 
Mr George Hay, a Popiſh biſhop, at preſent reſides, and there is a maſter 
beſides, who teaches the youth. From the Scala Cromby ryns northward 
for 1 4 mile, to the foot of the Bochle, (a little hill), on the S. E. fide of 
| which is Bedavochle, where is a ſchool-houſe for one of the Society? $ 
ſchools, and in which the itinerant miniſter alſo preaches one Sabbath 
every ſix weeks. From the part where Cromby firſt waſhes the Bochle, 
it runs northward with a little winding about 1 4 mile, till it meets with 
Livet. From the entrance of Cromby eaſtward, and up Livet more than 
à quarter of a mile, is Caanakyle, where the Popiſh prieſt reſides, and 
where on the bank of Livet, about near 200 yards from the prieſt's houſe, 
is lately built a new maſs-houſe, with ſtone and lime, and lated. From the 
maſs-houſe to the Sowie, a {mall farm not far from the head of Hr aro 
hang 3 miles. 
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No 8 of eb is ; kept i in the pariſh, nor could it be 
- eaſily done; becauſe, beſides the church-yard, there are two 
other burying places, one upon the eaſt fide of Livet, near 4 
miles from the pariſh- church, near the walls of the old cha- 


pel of Dounan; and another, almoſt 5 miles higher up the 


glen, 0 on the weſt fide of Cromby, 1 and oppalite to the Bo- 


Fd 


70 : chle. 


* The « Papift were never freed to enter the a of their chil. | 
Aren into the pariſh regiſter. Their marriages, unleſs when the prieſt mar-. 


ried them clandeſtinely, were generally regiſtered, becauſe their marriage 
banns were regularly proclaimed in the church. But ſince the repeal of 


the penal ſtatutes in England, they publiſh their marriage banns at their 
| maſs houſe, and not at the church; and never inſert either their marriages 


or baptiſms in the parochial regiſter; whereby the taxes, appointed by law, 
are evaded, and the ſchoolmaſter, who is ſeſſion- clerk and keeper of the 
parochial regiſter, loſes his dues, which are part of the emoluments of his 


office. Some years ago, I was told by ſome Papiſts, that their prieſts for- 
| bade them to enter their childrens baptiſms in the pariſh regiſter, becauſe | 
they kept a liſt of the children they baptized. And it muſt be acknow- 


ledged, that many of the poorer ſort among the Proteſtants often omit to 
enter their childrens baptiſms in the pariſh regiſter, on account of the taz, 
and the dues of the clerk for 1 chem. 


n e from 1781 to > 2790, 
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chle. 1 f is called the Buitterlach, and was ebulecratel i more 
than 40 years ago, by two Popiſn biſhops, to be a burying- 


place for the Catholics, but few are yet buried in it“. Ac- 
cording to Dr Webſter's report, the number of ſouls was then 
2464.— About 28 years ago, when I took an exact liſt of 
all the people in the pariſh, both old and young, they a- 

mounted to 2 200; and, in 1779, when another exact ac. 5 
count of the people was taken, they only amounted to 


Fe ſouls. Of this number 8 yy are Ran Catholics." 48 


Heritors, Stipend, School, Par; WeSir 1 Griit 


4 Grant is patron of the pariſh. The Duke of Gordon, 

and General James Grant of Ballendalloch, are the only he- 
ritors in it. Mrs Penuel Grant, of Kilmachlie, mother of 
the late Major William Grant of Ballendalloch, and widow 
of the late Captain Alexandet Grant of Ballendalloch, who 
was brother to the preſent General Grant, liferents a great 


part of the lands of Kilmachlie, and the whole Davoch of 
Morange. The church ſeems to have been built upwards 


of 200 years ago, as appears from an inſcription upon a ſtone 


above the door of an iſle, (which at firſt was joined to the 
church, and intended for a burying-place to the then fami- 
1y of Ballendalloch, but was many years ago disjoined from 


the church, and 18 now in ruins), the date of which is 


e 1586 


* There was in old time alſo, a chapel and burying place © on the eaſt | 
| fide of Livet, about half a mile above the Proteſtant meeting-houſe, called 


Chapel Chriſt, but very little remains of the chapel are to be ſeen, and the 


burying ground, with what was depoſited i in it, has been waſhed away by 
a ſmall rivulet, which runs between it and Nevie, and by the water of 


| Livet. There was alſo once a chapel, and burying ground on the weſt 


ſide of Aven, in the eſtate of Kilmachlie, almoſt oppoſite to the mouth of 


Livet; and the farm- town, in the midſt of whoſe land it is, is from it call- 
© ed Chapeltown, There are evident marks of graves, with ſtones ſet up at 


the heads of ſome of them; and bard by is an excellent ſpring, which emits a 


a large ſtream of water. But none have been buried at this place for time 
imuemorial. e | 
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= ing) put upon the couples, but few new couples were put in Andas the 
lower part of the inner half of the back wall, in one place had funk down 
from the half above it, and the other half on rhe outſide in that place 
ſeemed to bend inwards, and ſome of the couples were rotten; the heritors, 


Wall that had-ſunk down, and took down the outſide half of the fore wall, 
half the length of the houſe, and rebuilt it He alſo put in a few new 
couples, rough plaſtered the walls on the outſide, and pointed the 


I + Thepreſbytery of Aberlour, therefore, in April 1991 , decreed 3 roods and 


EE 
— — 
2 
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Si 886˙ Avew manſe was buile. in fammer; 1993, but * 
walls drew water, till they were rough plaſtered (or, as it 
zs termed, harled) on the outſide. The offices were new 
bullt in 1969, and have ſince been twice thatched with 
heath, but ſtill let in rain water. The ſtipend was modified 
in 1769 to be 800 merks Scots, and 60 merks Scots for 
bo communion- elements, with 48 bolls of meal, at 8 ſtone 
weight the boll. The glebe conſiſts of 4 Scotch acres and 
28 falls; but of theſe there are only about 3 acres 2 roods 
and 1) falls that are arable, There is beſides graſs for two 
ſſcmall cows, but no graſs for a horſe f. There is a ſchool- 
Houſe built within the church- yard, and ſlated. The 
ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is only 12 bolls of meal, at 9 ſtone 
weight the boll. There may be in winter time between 


3 8 
vt 


* 35 151 I the TRY 20 FOE new | deals "a AS hop called it, fark 


in 1790, agreed with a maſon to repair and uphold the church for ſeven 
years. He cauſed underfoot (as they term it) the inner part of the back 


36 falls of arable land neareſt to the kirk and glebe, with 23 falls of graſs, 


W 
* alſo bordering upon the glebe, as graſs fora horſe. This decreet of the preſ- | cl 
bytery, General Grant ſuſpended, and interdicted the miniſter to poſleſs | L 
IE 
P 
* 


the ground. Againſt the ſuſpenſion and interdict the miniſter entered a 
proteſt ; but as he is an old man, and ſaw the proceſs would be expenſive, 


he did not inſiſt to diſcuſs the ſuſpenſion and interdict. He therefore com- 


promiſed the affair with General Grant, upon receiving a ſmall piece of ara- 
ble land, and ſome paſture ground, (not ſo near to the glebe as what the 
preſbytery had appointed for him), a part of which was over run with broom, 


_ and a part of it was a quagmite and overſpread with alder. This he is to 2 
poſſeſs during his incumbency, and to pay for it a rent of 10 s. Sterling an- 1 


nnally, But General Grant has ſince made 3 large road through it. 


30 aul 40 ſcholars, but 1 the ſummer feafdn the müder 
amounts only to 12 and rarely to 10. In Glenlivet, there is 
one of tlie Society's ſcliools, which i is ambulatory between 
Deſkie and Badayoctile, being ſtationed ſometimes at the one 
place, and ſometimes. at the other. The former maſter of 
tis Society ſchool had L. 22 Sterling from the Society 3 


but the preſent has only L. 15 Sterling, which is really too 


little in Glenlivet. In the winter feaſon he may have 
ſometimes 90 ſcholars, but in the ſummer time they often 
do not exceed 20.— The incolled poor in the pariſh, are 
38 Proteſtants aud 29 Papiſts, in all 67 perſons. The Ro- 


man Catholics, as they have their own collections made in 
the maſs- houſe, get no part of the collections gathered e 


up in the church and meeting- -houſe ; 3 but they get a 
ſhare of the intereſt of the mortified money. About 15 
years ago, there was L. 100 Sterling, which the kirk-ſeffion 
tent out on intereſt ; and as neither of the two heritors 
would accept of it, they were obliged to lend it to ſuch per- 
ſons as they thought good and ſufficient, and would take it. 


Accordingly, they lent about L. 61 Sterling to one landed 


gentleman, and about L. 35 Sterling to another, who 
were both thought good and ſufficient when they received 
the money; but, in a few years afterward, both of them 


became bankrupts ; whereby not only ſeveral years intereſt Do 
was loſt, but alſo half the principal. The collections in both 


church and meeting-houſe, amount annually only to about 


1.6 or L. 7 Sterling: Therefore, as the collections a- 


mount to ſo ſmall a ſum, and no aſſeſſment is laid upon the 
pariſh ſor their fupport, the poor are wenn obliged to travel 
and ſeek their maintenance. 5 


£ $ oil, 1 Plantations, Sheep, Vc. The ſoil is not 
all of the ſame kind. In the lower part of the pariſh, the 


land is, in ſome places, light and dry, and naturally produ- 


B „„ 


1 lent crops. In Glenlivet, the lower part of it is loamy, or 


rent of the whole pariſh was ſtated before the Court of 
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ces broom z = acc places it is, bs and wet, and in wi 
ſome. places moſſy. In the higher part of the pariſh, as in 0 


Morange, (a great part of which lies upon limeſtone,) it is 
_ clayey and wet, and in ſome places moſſy 3 but when the 
| ſeaſon is neither over dry, nor over rainy, it Produces excel- 


mixed with clay; in the higher parts of it, the land is in 

| ſome places mixed with clay, and in ſome places moſſy; but 
when the ſeaſon is moderate, it yields excellent crops. There 
is in the head of Glenlivet, an excellent marl-pit, and the 
farm of Tomalinan, beſide whoſe land the marl-pit is, lies 
moſtly on a rock of limeſtone. Some who have large farms, 
when a part of them i is ſown with barley, they ſow the ſame 
alſo with graſs-ſeeds, which yield good crops of graſs. Oats, 
23 barley, and peaſe, and, in ſome dry land, rye, are the grain 
generally ſown. No wheat is ſown, except in the mains or 
manor of Ballendalloch, and there, for. the moſt part, it 
thrives well, becauſe fallowed and well manured. The 


| Teinds in 1768, to be L. 13,771 : 12 : 1 Scots; but fince 
that time has conſiderably increaſed.— The pariſh, except 
| where it is waſhed by the river Spey, is is ſurrounded with 
hills, which are covered with heath, unleſs in ſome very 
wet places, where ſome rough graſs grows alſo. The ſides 
of Spey, Aven, and Livet, abound, in many places, with 
| birch and alder. There grow alſo oaks on the banks of 1 
Spey and Aven, in ſome parts belonging to General 
Grant's eſtate. The General has alſo ſome plantations of "A 
firs, which are thriving well, and beautify the country. As 
the land of moſt farms, (except where it is clayey and wet,) ke 
hath many ſmall ſtones in it, the old Scotch plough is made 
uſe of; but at Ballendalloch, and two or three more places, p. 
the Engliſh plyugh. is uſed, Many have their ploughs of 
drawn | 


of Inveraven. [es — 


22 drawn by oxen, few by horſes ouly4 but: the poorer ſort | 
7" yoke ſome cattle, and put two horſes before them. Fg 

Ns \ Meal is ſold juſt now here at between 15's. and 16 s. Ster- 
1 ling the boll, of 9 ſtone weight; oats and fodder at L. 1 


and a guinea the boll of victual, i. e. aß much oats is given 


el. for the boll, as, by the eſtimation of two judicious honeſt 
% men, will make 9 ſtone weight of meal; bariey, with foul- 
* der, is ſold a little higher, eſpecially, if weighty and good, 


and fit for malt and for the ſtill.— It is faid, there may be 


oi abont 2500 ſheep in the patiſh ; ſome of them are of the N 
Res Linton breed, (bought when lambs,) with black faces and 1 
x feet. Some are of the old Scotch breed, altogether white- £ 

5 The Linton breed are the largeſt and biggeſt. and their 


wool rougheſt. The others are leſs than the Linton kind, 
and their wool ſofter and finer. It is faid, that ſheep hon- 


ain 3 . 5 | 8 
El ſed or cotted in the winter ſeaſon, have finer and ſofter wool 
_ than thoſe that are allowed to run in fields, and are kept 


there all winter. The beſt wool is fold ſometimes at L. x 


8 Sterling the ſtone weight. Laſt ſummer the ſoft wool ſold 
420 at 2 8. Sterling the pound, of 24 ounces. Every the leaſt J 
2 pt farmer, if near the hills, keeps ſheep, but none have farms 
2 for that purpoſe alone, and ſome of the richeſt farmers keep 


no ſheep, becauſe not lying near the hills. 


70 r n 
A Bridges and Roads.—In ſummer 1792, General Grant 
a cauſed build a good ſtone bridge of three arches over Aven, 


about half a mile above the houſe of Ballendalloch, and a 
good road was rade to and from it, which will be of great 
ſervice and beneftt to thoſe who travel from the low coun- 
try to Strathſpey and Badenoch. There is alſo a ſtone 
bridge of two ſinall arches built over Livet, about two fur- 
longs below the mouth of Tervy. It is faid to have been 
built many years ago at the expenſe of ſome of the Dukes 


of Gordon, or Marquifſes of Huntly. About. 16 hacks a- 
Vor. XIII. — - g0 
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go, General Grant, to render the intercourſe between In. 
veraven and his eſtate of Morange more eaſy and expedi. 
tious, at his own expenſe cauſed a large road for carriages 
and carts, to be made from Inveraven to Morange and 
_ Glenlivet, over the hill of Carnocay, (a ridge. of hill 
extending from Bclrionas, ſouth-weſt to Aven, as far as his 
right extended ;) and when the road reached to the Duke of 
_ Gordon's property, it was carried on by the ſtatute work of 
the country. Acroſs this road runs the rivulet or burn of 
Tommore in Inveraven, (which has its riſe in che north- 
| welt fide of Belrinnas ;) he, therefore, that it might be no 
| hindrance, at his own expenſe alſo, put a ſtone bridge of 
two arches, 8 or 12 feet wide, over it; but, in a few years 
afterward, (in 1782), the burn, when greatly ſwelled by 
an impetuous torrent from the hills, undermined the foun- 
dation, and carried it away, together with the meal- mal} 
and all its implements, (which was a quarter of a mile be- 
| low it on the ſame burn), into Aven. This was a great loſs 
to the pariſh and travellers, as the burn, when it is big, 
cannot be paſſed but by a bridge The Duke of Gordon alſo 
cauſed a road for carriages to be made from Glenrinnas, 
up turough — to Tomantoul in Strathaven. wy 


Fi ih here come plenty of ſalmon up Spey ; g but they 


are taken here only by the angling rod and line. There 
are alſo very good trouts in this river. The ſalmon is ſold 
in the firſt of the year, at 4 d.the pound; in June, it is ſold at 
22 d. and 2 d. the pound; and in july laſt ſummer it was 


ſold for 14 d. the pound. Afew ſmall ſalmon go up Aven, 
and there are large good trouts taken in it. There are 


trouts alſo in Livet, Tervey, and Cromby. 


Antiquities —There were upon an eminence on the eafl 
ſide of Aven, and aſhort way up from the houſe of Rallen- 
dalloch- 
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dalloch, a few.long ſtones incloſing a ſmall piece of ground, 


which was ſaid to be a Druidical temple. The moſt of the 
ſtones have been taken away, except one very broad, 


thick and long ſtone, which ſtands til] there: And oppo- 


ſite to this, on the weſt fide of Aven, upon a riſing ground 
amidſt the corn-land of Bellaviller, is ſuch another place, 
where ſeveral long, broad ſtones, encompaſs about 72 


{quare yards of ground; ſome of the long ſtones are bro- 
ken, but ſeveral of them ſtill ſtand whole, 
temple there is in the lower end of Glenlivet, on the eaſt. 
fide of Aven, upon a hillock, or ſmall rifing ground, a lit- 
tle below the mouth of Livet, called the Doun of Dilmore. 


1 never heard that oaks grew around thoſe places; but 
there are oaks growing between the water of Aven and 


the temple, near Ballendalloch ; and there grow oaks on. 


the weſt fide of Aven, oppoſite to that at Delmore, but 


none grow near to that at Bellaville. 


| Miſcellaneous Obſervations There are only two houſes 
where the ferry-boats on Spey and Aven are kept, that 


ſometimes keep a dram of whiſky to accommodate paſſen- 155 
gers who may lodge with them, but ſeldom have ale. 


There are alſo two ſtills for aquavitæ, or whiſky, i in the pa- 
riſh, This ſpirit is no doubt hurtſul to the conſtitution, and 
alſo to the morals of the people. Il know only four houſes 
or cottages which have been pulled down and left uninha- | 
bitable within the laft ten years, and four that have been 


new built in that ſpace of time.—The fuel here uſed is 


peats, of which there is no ſcarcity in a dry year, becauſe 
in every corner of the pariſh there is plenty of moſs, or of 
that black, ſoft, oozy ground from which peats are digged; 
but the peats are not in all parts equally good. Some are 
of an excellent quality, hard, when dried, make ſtrong fire, 
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" Sauce Account 


and are not ſoon waſted; Others are, when dry, light and 
ſpungy; and though they ſoon take fire and get into a blaze, 
they are ſoon conſumed into aſhes. The climate in Glenli. 
Vet is cblder than in Inveraven; for in Glenlivet there will 
be a pretty deep ſhow, when there wilt'not be much in In- 
veraven; and ſometimes the people of Inveraven will 
plough, ſow, and hfrrow; when they cannot do ſo in Glen- 
livet. The reaſon of this is, becauſe Glenlivet is higher 
and ſurrounded with wing more e than een 3 
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By the Rev Mr Atzxanper .I Goa. 


"Wok Extent, We. 


ALRV, which probobly fignifies 8 Royal Date,” ſeems _ 
D to derive its name from a beautiful Piece of level 
ground, frequently overflowed by the Ken, called the Holm 
of Dalry, The church ſtands almoſt in the centre of the 
ſour pariſhes of Glenkens, which, according to tradition, 


were anciently but one, of which the church ſtood almoſt = 
on the ſame ſpot where that of Dalry now ſtands, It is 


not eaſy to aſcertain when Kells and Balmailille were de- 
tached and became ſeparate pariſhes ; but it is well cſta- 
bliſhed by authentic documents, that Carsfzirn, fo lately as 


about the year 1640, was conſtituted of a part of Dalry 


and a part of Kells; and theſe parts of Carsfairn ftill pay 
ſtipend to the miniſters of 8 875 and Kells e 
well 


. 46 


well as to o their own. The greateſt length of b Datry from 


N. to S. is about 15, and its en breadth from E. to 
W. * 10 * | 


Stun 2 Account 


Soil 1 S The waa). « the with about 
nine years ago was upwards of L. 2200 Sterling a-year; 
and by this time ſome farms have been let at more than 
twice the rent of that period. The ſoil of ſeveral farms 
towards the ſouth end is abundantly capable of cultivation. 
Not only the Holm of Dalry and of Grennan, but even the 
hard land of Bogie, and many other farms, when manured 
and well cultivated, yield excellent crops of oats, rye, and 
barley. Such farms as are unfit for cultivation, which 
_ claſs includes about nine-tenths of the pariſh, are in general 
excellent paſture. The greater part of the hills above the 
Black Water are green; the ret are moſtly heathy. The 
Earl of Galloway, who is the. principal heritor of this pariſh, 
in order to raiſe the rent of his lands around the village 
called St John's Clauchan, has, during that period, offered 
: feus of ground for houſes and gardens, on reaſonable terms, 
to ſuch perſons as would build there and the plan has 
| ſucceeded fo well, that the village 1s r four times as 
large as it formerly : was v. 


11 


u The ſeuars already pay his Lordſhip for the lands which they poſſeſs, not 
| only a greater rent than the former tenants paid, but even than others in_ 
the neighbourhood pay for lands of the ſame quality, And as the demand 
for lands generally increaſes with the number of feuars, it is probable that 
on a new leaſe, the feuars will rather give a little more rent for their poſ- 
ſeſſions than be deprived of them. We may add, that the manure and cul- 
ture be!!owed upon theſe lands by ſo many perſons, every one of whom 
could cultivate and manure more than he poſſeſſes, evidently tends o en- 
rich and meliorate the ſoil. Theſe facts ſufficiently ſhow how much it is 
the intereſt of the proprietors of improveable lands, to encourage feuing, 
and the diviſion of large arable farms into ſmall: but beſides promoting 
their own advantage, they may by this method do an important ſervice to 
their country. By this method, not only a generous man, but even a mi- 
| | 8 
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Thoſe ſpots of land ieh we call erofts are generally : 


allowed to be at leaſt twice as valuable as the ſame ſpots 
in their original ſtate. Some, indeed, have alleged, that 


lands, which are naturally very rich paſture, or have been 
made ſo by improvements, are damaged by tillage. How- 


ever this be, with reſpe& to lands which are naturally poor 


and ſcanty of ſoil, it is, if not ſelf-evident, at leaſt an un- 
doubted fact, well known to every huſbandman of expe- 


rience, that the more they are cultivated and manured, the 
fitter they muſt be for paſture, when prepared for and ap- 


plied to that purpoſe. Of this fact any one may have ocu- 


lar demonſtration in the farm of Grennan, which has been 


long almoſt entirely uſed for paſturage. The greater part of 


it is hard land, yet ſome of it the beſt paſture of any in the 
pariſn. The hard land in this farm is of two kinds, com- 
monly diſtinguiſhed by the names of outfield and infield. 
The former is that which has been generally applied to 
paſturage, ſeldom tilled, and ſcantily manured, which, 
therefore {till continues to be the pooreſt part of the farm. 


The latter is that which, lying neareſt the farm-houſes, has 
been frequently tilled and plentifully manured, which, 
therefore, is now the fineſt paſture in the farm, except in 
dry ſummers, when the holming land, from the depth as 
well as from the moiſtneſs of the ſoil, is greatly preferable. 


What has been ſaid, ſeems ſufficient to convince proprietors 
of arable lands which are not exceedingly rich, that, they 
are not damaged, but improved by tillage and manure. 


Elk But 


| fer, may without expenſe, nay, with clear profit, afford lodging and ſub- 
_ fiſtence to many an honeſt and induſtrious family: for if a farm let to one 


man, yields the proprietor only L. 100 a- year, but would yield him L.. 150, 
if iet to ten, is it not manifeſt that he would gain L. 50 a year, by letting 
it to 10 inſtead of one? By this method he would be a gainer, not only in 
reſpect of the additional rent, but alſo of the ſuperior melioration of the 


lands when poſſeſſed by many, to that which would be expected, if ay 


were Poſleſſed by one. 
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„ Statjizal Account 
But n ſhall we 1 the rides, that it is lis inte 
the richeſt? If he poſſeſſes an extenſive farm, we might 


find it almoſt impoſſible to remove all his bbjections: but few 
if he poſſeſſes only a ſmall farm, and has a leaſe of it for x forr 


reſt, as well as the proprietor's, to manure and cultivate the one 
pooreſt of the arable land in his farm, even in preference to or © 
* 


conſiderable number of years, the buſineſs will not be diff. Mr 


cult. His neceſſities will oblige him, at leaſt if he be par 


man of any experience, to obſerve the very method which lim 
we would propoſe. If there are any of his lands in ſo good of 1 
a condition for paſture, that he could ſcarce expect to make ſett 


them better, and at the ſame time needs them for that pur: a f 


Poſe, he will not raſhly break them up to the detriment of nif 
his cattle: but if there are any of his land which he fees till 
to be of little value for paſture, yet capable of cultivation, I che 

will he not naturally conſider, that here, without any con- de 
ſiderable loſs of paſture, he may, by manure and culture, pe 

raiſe corn for the ſubſiſtence of his family? Though, on a 10 
ſuperſieial view, it may appear paradoxical, experience an 

will ſoon convince him, that by manure and culture the af 
pPooreſt lands may be rendered the fitteſt for corn: for Pr 

where the ſoil is very rich, the crop may make a fine thow P 
till it begin to ſhoot, or put forth the ears; but then the 0 
{lighteſt rain lays it down to the ground, where it lies till * 
it rots, or, at beſt, it produces ears, partly empty, and tt 
partly not hall filled: whereas the pooreſt lands, if they * 
are dry, and have a moderate depth of foil, though ploughed 5 
u 


deep, and plentifully manured, will produce crops not apt 
to be too luxuriant, and to be laid down by rain, but hardy, 


and with ears plump and full. The greater part of the 


out manure they do not yield a crop of any value; but 

when properly manured and cultivated, they produce corn, 

if not in as great abundance, et of a luperior quality to | | 
that 


n 
0 
arable lands in this pariſh are naturally ſo poor, that with- fl 
\ 
| 
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that which is raiſed 1 in the” lowet parts of Gly; where 
one may have at a moderate rate e of 1 of mar}, 
or of ſhells. : US 
Theſe manures, at this diſtance, are lo 9 chat N 
few farmers here think of procuring them; yet, of the two 


former, ſome have made trial with conſiderable advantage. 
Mr Newall, of Barſkeoch, was probably the firſt in this 
| pariſh who improved any conſiderable extent of land with 


lime, the effects of which are ſtill remarkable after a period 


of near 20 years. The miniſter of this pariſh, who was 


ſettled in 1783, having but a ſmall glebe, and, excepting 


a few ſpots, of the pooreſt quality imaginable, as was ma- 
nifeſt from that ſmall kind of broom which over-runs thin 
tilly land 3 nay, beſides in many parts ſo full of rocks, _ 
that moſt people would have thought it impoſſible to ren- 
der theſe parts arable; yet, with great induſtry and ex- 


penſe, not only quarried out and removed moſt of theſe 


rocks, but with picks and levers deepened the moſt ſhallow : 


and tilly parts of it, ſo as to render them arable: and as, 
after all this labour and expenſe, ſuch land would have 


produced nothing without manure, he brought lime from 


Tongland, which is 20 miles diſtant, and even from Kirk- 


eudbright, which is two miles farther; and having made 
_ 2 compoſition of the lime with earth and dung, overlaid 
the greateſt part of the glebe, and has thus, for ſeveral 


years paſt, though on ſo unpromiſing a ſoil, raifed as good 
crops as any perhaps in Galloway. Many perſons, who 
were acquainted with ſome of the ſpots which were for- 
merly bare rocks, were amazed to ſee them produce ſuch 
crops, and could ſcarce believe their own eyes, though in 
reality there was no miracle in the caſe : for when the rocks 
were quarried out to a proper depth, and plenty of earth put 
in their place, with a dreſſing of the compoſt mentioned, it 
would rather have been a miracle, if ſuch parts had not 


Vol. XIII. UH yielded 


5 >  Statiftical Account 


. : yielded as good a crop as the reſt. On one little field he 


made an experiment of the different effects of lime, marl, 


and dung in producing a crop of oats. IIe part which 
vas limed produced a crop, which, even in a wet ſummer, 
ſtood firm till it was ripe, or at leaſt only leaned with the 
weight of the ears, which were indeed very plump. The 
part which was dunged was in every reſpe& fimilar: but 
the part which was marled produced a crop which, though 
not taller than the others, yet was ſoon: laid cloſe to the 
ground by the rain; the conſequence of which was, that 


ſome of the ears were no better than chaff, and the beſt 


were far inferior to thoſe of the other two. He is not ſo 
raſh as from this ſingle experiment to deduce any conclu- 
ſion to the prejudice of marl; yet, as he found that 
though it might be brought in boats up the Dee, and then 
oppoſite to Newgalloway, the neareſt poſt-town, which is 
not above three miles diſtant, this land-carriage, added to 
the water-carriage from Carlingwork Loch, which is about 
12 miles from Newgalloway, rendered it more expenſive 


than lime, he therefore prefers the latter to the former: 


Nay, though lime at this diſtance coſts him 28. 1 d. and 
more frequently 28. 2 d. the buſhel, containing three 
Wincheſters, he thinks it the cheapeſt of all manures for 
land at any conſiderable diſtance from the dunghill, as fix 
fingle cart-loads, each containing five buſhels, are ſufficient 
for an acre of thin hard land, to make it yield a good crop 
of oats ; a quantity which is fix times as ſoon carried the 
ſame diſtance, and ſcattered on the land, as the quantity of 
dung or marl which would be ſufficient for the ſame ex- 
tent. The tenant of Bogue, which is one of the beſt arable 
farms in the pariſh, and the fitteſt for lime, has lately be- 
gun to bring lime from Cloſeburn or Barjarg, which to 
him is nearer than Tongland. The good effects of it are 


Arend y ſo evident, that others are following his example. 
. Though 


„he „ 


Though we are ſtrongly diſpoſed to recommend to farmers 
here the uſe of lime, and are convinced, that if they have 
a long leaſe they muſt be gainers by it, yet we muſt can - 
didly own, conſidering the expenſe of it at this diſtance, 
that farmers who are near the places where plenty of it 
may be obtained, partly from the oertainty of not being 
diſappointed as to the quantity which they want, and partly 
from the carriage being eaſily accompliſhed at very little 


expenſe, may be greater gainers by the uſe of lime, though 


they pay for their lands the acre double the rent which is 
paid by the farmers here; nay, perhaps the former, with 
the advantages they poſſeſs, could pay a higher rent for 
their lands, and yet be greater gainers than the latter, 


though they had their lands rent-free. Hence it is evi- _ 


dent, that the proprietors of lands here ought not to exact 
for them ſuch a high rent as is paid for thoſe which are 
more advantageouſly ſituated, and that if they wiſhed to 
have a great rent for their lands, they ſhould, in the firſt 
place, encourage their tenants to render them really valu- 
able, by enriching them with laſting manure. If a tenant 
_ undertakes to lime any conſiderable extent of land, the 
| proprietor ſurely ought, on this account, either to give him 
his farm at a lower rent, and for a longer period than 
_ otherwiſe he would have done, or to allow him a proper 
recompence for every real improvement. But let no pu- 
_ blic ſpirited farmer here, who has a leaſe of ſuch length as 
to indemnify him, conclude from what has been ſaid, that 
he ought not to lime his lands, becauſe his profit by the 
operation cannot be near ſo great as that of the farmer, 
who is at far leſs diſtance from lime or other laſting manure, 
or becauſe his landlord is not diſpoſed to give him the full 
recompence of his expenſes. Though he has little profit 
at all, let him do ſomething for the benefit of his country, 
and of poſterity. Whoever makes a ſingle acre of land 
| fertile, 7 


>» ͤ 


fertile, that without improvement would have remained 


barren, or even makes an acre of good land conſiderably 
better, is more entitled to the eſteem of mankind than all 
the train of conquerors, * From Macedonia's madman to 


© the Swede.'—As the diſtance here from the moſt valu- 


able manures 1s ſo great, it were much to be wiſhed that 


the farmers, though ſome of them do a great deal, yet 
would ſtill do a little more with ſuch as they have in their 
power. By paring and burning the ſurface of moſſy and 
| benty ground, as is the cuſtom in many parts of Scotland, 


great quantities of aſhes might be produced, which, for the 
time they laſt, are as good a manure as lime. By gather- 
ing into heaps, while full of ſap, thiſtles, fern, ragweed, all 
ſorts of green vegetables, and covering them with earth till 


they rot, an excellent manure may with a little induſtry 
be procured. The dung and urine of animals, which are 
manures that ſuit every ſoil, and are, for the time they laſt, - 
as effectual as any, might be preſerved more entirely than 


they generally are, and mixed with other ingredients to 


make them cover a greater extent of land. The channel 
of the cow-houſe or byre might, eſpecially in ſummer, if 
the cows he within, be covered with thin turf, or ſurface 
cearth, together with chaff, ſtraw, or litter of any kind, by 


which means the ſtale of the cattle, and the ſap of their 
dung, might be very completely preſerved. As the ſap of 
a dunghull is the moſt valuable part of it, and yet is in the 


oreateſt danger of being at leaſt partly loſt through inatten- 
tion, it may be preſerved by the following method ;— 
Make the ſeat of your dunghill either in a place naturally 
hollow and dry, whence the ſap may have no deſcent, or 
in a ſpot naturally dry, and artificially dug to a conſider- 
able depth, or banked all round with earth to a confider- 
able thickneſs; cover the bottom two or three feet deep 


with the fineſt ſurface earth you can conveniently find ; on 
this 


of Dalry, _ 53 


this lay dung and fine earth alternately ; ſmooth the ſurface 
of the dunghill; cover it entirely with a little earth to pre- 


vent the ſap being exhaled by the air, and keep it always 


pretty broad above, that it may receive and retain as much 


of the rain as may keep it from being too much heated, or, 

as we call it, fire-fanged, which would render it almoſt uſe- 
| leſs. By this method of preſerving the ſap, it is evident 
you may have your dunghill twice as bulky, and equally 


fit for every kind of crop, as you could have it if you ne- | 


glected this method. The effect too of this manure upon 
the land will be equally laſting with that of dung unmixed: 
nay, upon a thin tilly ſoil, the fine earth, ſaturated with 
the ſap of the dung, is the beſt improvement that can be 
invented; at leaſt it is much better than lime itſelf, with- 
out the addition of rich earth.— The holm of Dalry, and 
ſome hard lands about the village, are poſſeſſed by the 
feuars, who have been at great pains to enrich them with 
' manure, as otherwiſe the hard lands in general, though 
warm and kindly enough, would have yielded no crops of 
corn ſufficient to repay the expenſe of ſeed and labour, not 
to ſpeak of rent; and even this holm, though naturally 
the beſt land in the pariſh next to the holm of Grennan, 
produces in general but a very poor crop without manure, 
yet with manure it produces excellent crops. To a curious 
_ obſerver it is entertaining to fee in this holm the various 
mixture of a ſoil, whoſe component parts are the ſame, viz. 


clay and ſand. Here three varieties deſerve ſpecial atten- 


tion. One is, where there is tao much of the clay mingled 


with the ſand ; another is, where there is too much of the 


ſand mingled with the clay; and the third 1s, where the 
two are ſo happily mixed, that neither of them is above or 


under the due proportion requiſite to render the ſoil fertile. 


It is only on the ſpots where this happy mixture obtains, 
that one may expect a good crop even without manure ; 


but 
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but on the parts where either of the two former varieties 
takes place, the crop without manure will be but of little 


value. It is much to be regretted, that when the holm of 


| Dalry was divided and let to the feuars, the diviſions had 
not been made with a little more attention to pleaſe the 
eye of the ſpeQator, as well as to promote the convenience 


of the poſſeſſor. Had the different encloſures been laid out 
as much as was poſſible in rectangular figures, and fenced 


with thorn-hedges, inſtead of ſtone and turf fences, they 


would have been both more beautiful and advantageous. 


For though at the upper end of this holm an embank- 
ment was erected above ten years ago, which prevents the 


EKen from overflowing a conſiderable part of the holm next 
to the high lands, as it formerly did, yet there is ſtill a 
conſiderable part of it, which is often overflowed, and then 
the crop is in the utmoſt danger of being ſwept away by 

| the deluge. Thorn hedges wauld have prevented the crop 
from being carried away by a flood, and would have been 
ſiufficient fences to the different encloſures ; ſo that if any 
one of the poſſeſſors had been at more pains than the reſt, 

to enrich and prepare a field for ſown graſs, he might have 

reaped the produce himſelf, withbut being expoſed to the 


encroachments of his neighbours ; whereas the ſtone and 
turf fences are inſufficient to ſecure this advantage; for be- 
tides being too weak and low to ſtop every kind of cattle, 


they are liable to be daſhed down and ſwept away by the 


floods; and thus are rather hurtful than beneficial to the 


poſſeſſor, though he pays for them a high rate of intereſt, 


and is bound to keep them up, or at leaſt to leave them ſo 


at the end of his leaſe. Hence it is evident, that if the 
different encloſures were ſufficiently fenced with thorn- 


hedges, they would be far more valuable to the poſſeſſors, 
by ſaving them the expenſe of herdmen, preſerving their 
paſture from their neighbours cattle, and affording them an 

opportunity 


* 
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opportunity of calling ſown 25 with advantage. In moſt | 


otheriparts of the pariſh, however, the ſtone fences that have 


been erected for ſeveral years paſt, are made of ſuch a height 


and ſtrength, as to be both good fences and a comfortable 8 
| ſhelter for cattle i in * time of a ſtorm. 5 


Woods Ae Ge. ae g the 1 which! is the boun- 


dary between this pariſh and Kells on the weſt, for ſix miles 
or more, there are ſome natural woods of conſiderable ex- 
tent. That of Earlſton, ſo called, according to tradition, be- 


cauſe it was ſome time a hunting ſeat of the Earl of Both- 


well, the huſband of Queen Mary, is far the largeſt. Here 
are alſo ſome plantations of fir, ſeveral of which are very 
old and ſtately. Above this are thoſe of Todſton, Cleugh, 
Glenhold, and Arndarroch. At Ardoch, which is above 
a mile diftant from the river, there are ſome excellent trees, 
both natural and planted. It is much to be regretted, that 
the greateſt part of the paſture-farms, towards the north 


and eaſt, have no woods or plantations to ſhelter the cattle. 
The principal river in this pariſh is the Ken, which takes 


its riſe near the northern extremity of it, and running ſouth | 


weſt 8 or 9 miles, parts it from Carsfairn till it meets with 
the Deugh, which divides Cairsfairn almoſt into two equal 
parts, of which that between the Ken and Deugh was taken 


from Dalry. There, taking a new direction, it runs almoit 
ſouth till it meets with a rivulet from Kells, called Palhar- 


ron. Thence it runs nearly ſouth-eaſt, with many beautiful 
windings till it meets with the Garpool, a rivulet which, for 


a conſiderable way, is the boundary between this pariſh and 


Balmaclellan. The farther deſcription of its courſe belongs 
to the hiſtory: of Kells or Balmaclellan. It is proper, how- 


ever, to obſerve that this river, though generally, is not al- 


ways the boundary between this pariſh and Kells; for there 
is a part of this pariſh, conſiſting of a piece of fine holm, call- 
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ed the Mukle Ille on the weſt fide of the river, formerly 
the property of the Earl of Galloway, now of Sir William 


Millar of Glenlee. In this river are pike, trout and fal- 
mon, which laſt, except in high floods, cannot get farther 


_ up than the fall at the head of Earlfton lin, where one may 
often be highly entertained, with ſeeing how high they 
| ſpring up againſt the water ſpouts, and then fall back into 
the water below, repeating this unavailing labour till they 


are quite exhauſted with fatigue, The Black-witer, and 


the burns of Earlſton, and of Stronriggan, are the only ri- 

vulets worth mentioning in the pariſh, and they all abound in 
_ trout. The lakes or lochs in the pariſh. contain excellent 
| trout, and are much reſorted to by fiſhers. Thoſe of Boſ- 


ton, Knockſting and Knockman, are but ſmall. That of 
Lochin var is of conſiderable extent, ſcarce leſs than three : 


| miles! in > circuit, and onde an area * CEE acres. 


Apen Ge. 3 Leeni we ſee the 1 remains of 
an old building with bridges, ſaid to have been a caſtle be- 


longing to the Gordons, anciently knights of Lochinvar, 


and lately Viſcounts of Kenmure. Not much above a mile 
from this loch, there is a large pile of ſtones covered with 
a kind of whitiſh moſs, which has therefore probably got 


the name of the White Cairn, and no doubt, like many 
others in Scotland, has been in ancient times a burial place. 


At a ſmall diſtance from this, i is another of ſmaller ſize, 


which however is ſaid not to be a ſepulchre of the human 


ſpecies, but a monument or trophy of an heroic atchieve- 
ment performed by the firſt knight of Lochinvar, who on that 
very ſpot had the good fortune to kill a wild boar which in- 


feſted that part of the country. At that period the kings 
of Scotland were wont to beſtow ſome ſignal honour or re- 
ward on any perſon, who could give evidence that be had 

killed 


„ 


ik 
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killed one of theſe noxious animal e, At a fant difimce 


from the church of Dalry, and juſt at the brink of the Ken, 
there is one of thoſe eminences called moats, which is ſtill 


almoſt entire, and appears to great advantage from the Kells 


ſide of the river. From this moat, one has a delightful 
view of the river, and of the landſcapes on each ſide of it. 


There is another moat in Lochrenny, on the border of Glen- 
cairn, but it makes no conſpicuous figure, as it ſtands on a 


low ſpot of ground. In the church- yard, there i is an aile of 5 
the old church, now quite detached from the new, which is 
the burial place of the family of Kenmore. There is alſo 
a ſquare piece of ground encloſed, with a blackiſh wall a- 


bout 7 feet high, with a bowl ſupported by a ſtandard at 


* The Laird of Lochinvar, as the ſtory i is told, after his purſuit and con- 
queſt of the boar, finding himſelf weary, having cut out the tongue and 
put it in his pocket, lay down near the ſpot where he flew him, and fell : 
aſleep. In the mean time a gentleman, called Seaton, who had alfo been 
in purſuit of the boar, finding him overcome, and his conqueror afleep, 
immediately cut off the head and carried it to the King, repreſenting to 
him, that he himſelf had killed the boar, and was entitled to the reward 
which his Majeſty was wont to confer on the eonqueror of fuch an animal. 


The K ing, not ſuſpecting his veracity, rewatded him accordingly. The Laird 
of Lochinvar having awoke, and miffing the boar's head, conjectured what 


had happened; and therefore went with all poſſible expedition to Edin- 
burgh, and preſented himſelf before the King, expreſſing his apprehenſion. 

that che reward of merit had been beſtowed on an impoſtor. To convince = 
the King of the impoſition put upon him, he produced the tongue from his 
pocket, affirming, that if the head which had been preſented to his Majeſty 
were inſpected, it would be found to want that very tongue. The head 
accordingly having been examined, the King was perfectly fatisfied 
with the evidence of the laird's repreſentation, and aſked him, how he had 


| Killed the boar. May it pleaſe your Majeſty, ſays the laird, I juſt © gored 


him down.” Very well, ſays the King, as the reward of your merit, you 
ſhall be henceforward Goredown knight of Lochinvar. Ever fince that pe- 
riod, a Boar's head has been aſſumed in the armorial enſigns of the Gordons, 
perhaps whether or not connected with the knights of Lochinvar, after- 
wards Viſcounts of Kenmure. 
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each corner, ITY 1s the SORRY place of the Newalls of 
Barſkeoch *, In the farm of Stronfraggan, there is a large 


here is one tombſtone which deſerves to be mentioned, as the me. 
morial of two martyrs who ſuffered a violent death, in the time of the late 
_ perſecution for religion in Scotland. The inſcriptions, which are as fol- 
lows, though in a rude — e deſcribe their cruel and unde. 
I ſerved fate. 


-- 0 Here Iyeth Robert Stewart, fon to Major "> hb Stewart of Ardoch, 
and John Grierſon, who were martyred by Grahame of Claverhouſe, for 
their adherence to Scotland's eue and Covenants en and 


Solemn Longs.” ft 


' Behold, behold, a ſtone! s here fore'd t to ery 
SI Come; ſee two martyrs under me that lye: 
At water of Dee, who ſlain were by the hand 
Of cruel Claverhouſe, and's bloody band. 
Nos ſooner had they done this horrid las,” Fe 
Butꝰs forc'd to cry, Stewart's ſoul in heav'n doth ſing. 
_ Yet ſtrange ! his rage purſu'd even ſuch when dead, - 
And in the tombs of their anceſtors laid; . 
Cauſing their corps be raiſ'd out of the Sm 
Diſcharging in church- yards to bury them. 
All this they did, cauſe they would not perjure : 
Our Covenants and Reformation pure: 
| Becauſe like faithful martyrs, for to die 
They rather chus'd, than treacherouſly comply 
With curſed Prelacy, the nation's bane, 
And with indulgency, our church's ſtain. 
Perjur'd intelligencers were ſo rife, | 
Shew'd their curſt loyalty to take their life.“ 


a — a — — — - — 
— — 2 ee OS 5 
— yp — — — - | PR. 1 * 
* — — Q _ * 2 0 2 4 —_ 6 
__ 7 — . 8 * . — — - I ” 
22 * 0 0 


In the village called St John's C 1 is 3 with great care, and 
ſhewn to ſtrangers, a ſtone which is called St John's chair. The church 
having been conſecrated to the Apoſtle John, both the adjacent village and 

the chair aſſumed his name. In the farm of Bogue is ſhown a flat ſtone, 
of no great ſize, on which is inſcribed P. G, VII. which is ſuppoſed to 
have been the foundation ſtone of a little chapel, built in the time of Pope 
Gregory the VII. of which, however, no other veſtige now remains: 
but as in the ſame farm there is a place called Chapel-yard, as in the farm 
of Cleugh, there was ſome years ago, a dwelling-houſe called the Chapel- 
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little mulitated. In the Rim of Ange, near the bop 375 a 
hill, there is a trench which ſeertis' to have been digged, | 

capable of containing about 100 Nan. As i in this trench 
one has a view of two different roads, at F conſiderable di. 
tance, without being obſerved by thoſe perſpns who 4804 | 


upon them, the Whigs or Cameronians, as as they are uſu- 85 


ally ſtyled, are ſaid to have frequently made ule of it du- 
ring the time of the perſecution 1 in Scotland, both as a place 
of refuge, and of obſervation.” Hence it obtained the name 


of the ein 09h which it bears to this day. At t Bentrack 5 


* x -F 


buildings, which are ſaid to. bare dees the  tefidence of « an : 


ancient branch of the noble family of Galloway. A few | 
filver coins, not extremely ancient, ſomewhat larger than 
ſhillings, were found in a ſmall rivulet near an old houſe in 
the neighbourhood. Before the ſucceſſion of James VI. to. 
the crown of England, it was uſual for the people on the 
borders of the two kingdoms of Scotland and England, to 
make depredations on one another. As by theſe the inha- 

bitants of Annandale ſuſtained great damage, they were 


wont to claim indemnification from the more weſterly coun- 


ties, which if not contributed, they made effectual b y their * 
exertions; and as the eaſieſt method of obtaining their end, 
frequently drove away the cattle of the neighbouring coun- 
ties. Hence it became neceſſary for the inhabitants of theſe 
counties, to deviſe means of concealing their cattle. Some- 
times they removed them $ to a gem diſtance from the public 
roads, 
walls, and as in many other parts of this country, there are ſtanding houſes, 


or veſtiges of houſes, which ſtill bear the name of — it is manifeſt 
mat theſe have been once ory frequent. 


— — 


————ᷓ— — _—_ — — — ů 2 5 _ — — — * — * tienes — 1 
r CD TATE: on i N S en 8 — ihe: > 0 


— — — ˙ — — — — rg — 4 
Mi —_— Sr = - — — 8 
8 2 29 . 7 


REA 


— ——— ce we ng 
— os — — 
— 5 — 


60 | Statiſtical Account 


. 


roads, wet they hollowed the . behind any 


eminence, even near the road, and encloſed the Place with 
- dike or wall to. confine them. In a farm of this pariſh, 
bw more. fimple, IF not. leſs effectual de vice, was employed 
; to conceal them,” A A dike was made round a craggy rock 
on the fide of a hill. Into this encloſure the ſheep were 
driven, and At a diſtance not being. diſtinguiſhable by their 
colour from the rock, eſcaped obſervation. There are ſtill 


* 80 


ſome veſt 828 51 a great road through the head of oY pariſh, 
from Aprhie to Dumfries. . 


n Ge Many of hs ods in . N kave 
changed their proprietors within theſe 19 or 12 years. 
The family of Kenmure, had a. landed eſtate here of 

„ Fear, which was lately purchaſed by Mr Of. 

| wald of Auchincrpive. Mr Newall of Barſkeoch, Mr 
f Roriſon of Ardoch, Mr Agnew of Ochiltree, and Mr 

Macmillan of Anchirſhinnoch, all had lands here, which were 

80 lately purchaſed by Mr Forbes of Callendar. Some of thoſe 

ancient proprietors 1 refided i in the pariſh, whoſe ſeats were 

then its great ornaments but at preſent there are only two 
reſiding heritors, Mr Alexander of Mackilſton, and Mr 


Hunter of Lochinyar. 


Church, Stipend, School Poor, eic. The San was re- 

built about 22 years ago, and is one of the beſt in the Pref. 
bytery, but is at preſent in great need of repairs. Mr 
Newall of Barſkeoch, now reſiding at Rammerſcales, 1; 
patron. The manſe was built in 1784, and is of an elegant 


form, but never was water tight. The walls, of the offices 


threaten to fall in a ſhort time, owing to the badneſs of the 
foundation. The ſtipend fince the year 1783, has been 


L.95, excluſive. of L. 5 for communion- elements. The glebe, 


tangled ſomewhat augmented a few years ago, is ſtill very 


ſmall 


ſmall compared with ſome in the neighbourhood, ſcarce e- 
ceeding I1 acres of land, which in its original ſtate would have 
been thought high rented at 85. the acre. The preſentincum- = 
bent, though at an expenſealmoſt equal to the original valueof 


the land, has rendered it at leaſt twice as valuable as formerly. 


This pariſh has a fund of about L. 1000, which was bequeath- 
ed to it by a Mr Johnſton, to ere& a ſchool-houſe, and main- 


tain a ſchoolmaſter capable of teaching Latin. At this 


ſchool, the pariſhjoners have the privilege of getting their 


children taught gratis. In former times, this ſchool was 1 5 


one of the moſt famous in the ſouthern parts of Scotland, 
and was crowded with ſcholars from many diſtant places, 


as the ſalary with the Candlemas offerings, procured a eom- 


fortable ſubſiſtence for a man of ſuperior parts and education. 


But in late times, though the ſchoolmaſters have poſſeſſed 


abilities and literature equal, if not ſuperior to thoſe of the | 


more ancient maſters, yet few ſcholars have come from dif- . 
tant places to attend them. The reaſon is, that learning s 


now fo common, that there is ſcarcely a pariſh ſchoolmaſter 

of 10 in Scotland, who is not able to teach Latin and 
Greek, with accompts and ſome practical parts of the ma- 
thematics; in ſhort, every thing neceſſary to prepare the 


| young ſtudent for the univerſity, as well as to qualify the 


man of buſineſs for acting his part well in any ordinary 
occupation. The number of poor in this pariſh is between 


12 and 20, and may be expected to increaſe with the in- 


creaſe of the village. They are ſupported by the weekly 


collections and the intereſt of about L. 150, of which Mr 
Forbes of Callendar, when he became an heritor in the pa- 


riſh, gave L. 10, 10s. and Mr John Wallace, late merchant | 
in London, bequeathed L. 5. The reſt had been accumu- 


lated when the number of the poor was ſmaller. The he- 


ritors and their tenants, have never yet been obliged to aſ- 


ſels themſelves for their ſupport; but as the funds for this 


purpoſe 
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. putpoſe are now too ſmall, there will baths y be: a neceſ. 


 fity for ſuch aſſeſſment in a ſhort time, unleſs the funds be 


increaſed. - The whole collections in a year ſcarce exceed 
I. 12, and for a confiderable time paſt, the quarterly diſtri. 
| bution has been near L. 6, ſometimes upwards. Any of 
| the poor who are able to travel, are permitted to beg 


through the pariſh, and have therefore a ene allowance: 


1 t the e diſtributions. Ei Ken . | 


= N * . 8 
4 s 3 
© Xx 


 Popalabive; Wc hitovedin g to the return ample a to Dr 
Webſter, the numbers were then $91.—Nine years ago they 
were about 10, and now muſt be greater, Earl Gal 
| loway's village being already four times larger than it for- 
merly was. The number of births 1 in the pariſh is annually 
about 20; of marriages about 5; of deaths about 9 or 10. ) 
The number of tradeſmen in the pariſh is about 33: weavers 
and their apprentices 10, tailors 4, ſhoemakers 6, ſmiths 4, 
| maſons 4, joiners 5. Diſeaſes are not frequent here, except 
ſuch as are common to children. Conſumptions indeed ſeem 
to be more prevalent now, than they were in former times. 
| There are ſeveral both men and women in this pariſh 
above 80 youn'e of "ge, and * man | who 1 1s faid to de above 


190. 11 5 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations—The wages of common „ 
bourers, which uſed to be not many. years. ago 4 d. a-day | 
in winter, and 6 d. in the other ſeaſons, with victuals, are 


now increaſed to 6 d. in the ſhort, and 8 d. in the long day. 
Mechanics in general get higher wages than common la- 


bourers. Maſons get I s. 2 d. and joiners 18. with vic⸗ 


tuals. The common labourer, however, for mowing in the 


hay ſeaſon, gets from 1 8. to 1 8. 4d. with victuals. The 
wages of common ſervants are near double of what they 
were about 10 years ago. A Hagman 1 from L. 4 


5 to 


of Daley, 63 


| {ha half! year; lee mal Leon L. 1, 108. 1 2 25 1 
others in proportion. The high price of labour here is al- 
moſt as great an obſtacle to the improvement of arable 
farms, as even the diſtance from marl and lime. It is 
worth obſerving too, that ſervants here, and in ſome of the 
neighbouring pariſhes, do far leſs work than in many other 
parts of the kingdom. In Ayrſhire and in the Lothians, 
for inſtance, a ploughman in the morning before he goes 
out to work with his horſes, and at night after he comes 
in, threſhes as much corn a-day, as one here does whoſe 
ſtated employment is to threſh; for except at winnowings, 
you are to expect no more of the threſher than the common 


hours of working, with ſuch pauſes and intervals as take 


up near a half of the time; and of thoſe who labour in the 
fields, you are to expect no work at all before they go out, 
or after they come in, except in the long nights of winter, 


when they aſſiſt the barn- man in winnowing your corn, if 


you have fanners for the purpoſe. The price of every arti- 
cle of proviſion, except meal and potatoes, is much higher 
than it was 20 or 30 years ago. Beef, mutton, and almoſt 

every kind of animal food, coſt at leaſt a third part more 
than they did before the period mentioned. The demand 
for ſheep and black cattle from England, has partly occa- 

fioned this riſe. The reaſon why potatoes are cheap is, 
that almoſt every houſeholder endeavours to get as many 
_ planted as he thinks will be needed in his family. Beſides 
what he plants in his garden, though he poſſeſs no more 
land, he can generally obtain a confiderable quantity, by 
gathering fern or any kind of weeds, rotting them before 
the threſhold of his door, and mixing them with his aſhes 
and the cleanings of the ſtreet, or road near his houſe, for 
which compoſt, almoſt any farmer will allow him a crop of 
potatoes, or as much exhauſted land as he can thus ſufficient- 
ly Manure. Some who have little or no manure, give the 


farmer 
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farmer ſo many days work in harveſt, as they can agree 
upon, for manure as well as land for potatoes; but the far. 
mers would now rather pay them the common wages, than 
allow them any manure, unleſs on far higher terms than 
formerly. Hence it is manifeſt, that the demand for pota- 
toes cannot generally be great. When there is any how. 


ever, it is eaſily anſwered by the farmers, who generally 


plant a few more than they have occaſion to uſe in their fa. 
milies, in order to enrich ſome of their pooreſt, or to cleanſe 
ſome of their fouleft lands. This end might be equally 
well obtained by a crop of turnips, but here Fs are ſcarcely 
ever raiſed, except a few in gardens for the uſe of the ta- 
ble. Meal is ſtill cheap, becauſe there is little demand for 
0 grain till ſeed-time, and even then it is not great, as ſeed- 
Corn is ſold about 2d. the Wincheſter buſhel, cheaper in 
the lower parts of the country, and few farmers here have 
proper granaries for keeping a conſiderable quantity of corn 
ſafely after it is threſhed. The cheapneſs of meal and po- 
tatoes is one main cauſe of the high price of labour. Every 
article of merchant goods is here very dear, on account of 


the great inland carriage. Though there is plenty of peats 


in the mooriſh parts of the pariſh, yet the villagers can get 


almoſt none but at the diſtance of two or three miles, nor 
coals nearer than Dalmellington, which is upwards of 2c 
miles diſtant. The dearth of fuel is a great obſtacle to 


5 the eſtabliſnment of manufaQures. The roads through the 


pariſh are in general very bad, though, ſince the converſion 


of the ſtatute-· labour into money, they have been confide- 
rably improved. The principal roads through the pariſh, 
are one leading from Kirkcudbright to Ayr and Glaſgow, 
and another which leads from Newtonſte wart, now N. 
Douglas, to Edinburgh and Dumfries, by way of Monni- 
hive. A bridge over the Ken, between this pariſh and 


Kells, would be of great advantage to the public, as the river 
| Meg © 7 1 
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fs ſometimes impaſſable even with boats. —The inkebilents = 
of this pariſh are in general a peaceable, ſocial, hoſpitable, 
obliging, humane and well diſpoſed people. Many of the 
principal farmers, not to ſpeak of heritors, beſides all the 
qualities mentioned, poſſeſs a meaſure of information and 
politeneſs, which render them agreeable companions to men 
of ſuperior rank and education. It is remarkable, that even 
the moſt idle, diffipated, and worthleſs part of the inhabi- 


tants, are not deſtitute of all thoſe good qualities which diſ- 


5 tinguiſh the reſt. Scarcely any of them, for a long period, : 
have been convicted of capital crimes, though there are a 
few, eſpecially i in the village, who are ſaid to be addicted to 2 

fraud, pilfering, lying, evil ſpeaking, and ſeveral other im- 

: moralities. Ihe number of ſheep, (beſides a few goats), is 
about 1 30. of black cattle about 1650, of horſes about 
140, of carts about 40, and of ploughs about 40. The me- : 

| thod of managing ſheep and black cattle in this part of the 


country, is fully deſcribed by Mr Anthony M*Millan of 


this pariſh, in the 2d part of his Treatiſe on Paſturage, and 


Effay annexed. The ſame author has publiſhed alſo ſeve- | 
ral Treatiſes « on Law and Forms of Writs. e 


„ Voi. XII. 5 . NU M. 
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NUMBER VI. 
P A RI SH or K EN E T H N 0 N TL; A | 


| (Covnre AND > SrxoD. or AvrnDEEN, ParonrTERY © or 


Auron * 
By the Rev. "Mr Gtonbk e formerly Minifer F 
: 3 | Kenethmout, now 7 e 8 3 
| ve 
ed 
4 3 2 85 3331 i 3 be 
Wn * „ | is 
| 5 | an 
Name, S tuation, Extent, Soil, Surface, and Clima te. : 
T HERE is ſome difference of opinion reſpecting the e 
1 derivation of the name Kenetbmont. Mr Gordon, a 


my predeceſſor, conceived an idea, probably from a tomb- ſe 
| ſtone, to be mentioned afterward, that one of the Kings 
of Scotland of the name of Kenneth had been buried on | 
the mount, where the church is built ; and that from him, 
the pariſh was called Kennethmount. Others, write Kin- 
nethmont ; which, perſons {killed in the Gaelic, derive 
from two original words, the one ſignifying, Head,” and 
the other Moſs, . No or does this derivation appear per- 
fectly f 


* 


of Kenelion Eo "WG 


fedtly Latisfaftory, as che eminence on which the church | 
ſtands, is towards the foot of the moſs *. This pariſh is 
about 6 miles long from E. to W. and 3 broad from N. 

to S. It is fix miles from Huntly, the neareſt poſt- town, 
30 Rem Aberdeen, and 24 from Banff, and the other 
towns on the Murray Frith, to the mouth of the Spey. 
The pariſh may contain n 65 500 acres s Scots, and 1 in the 
following 1 near! 0 


Acres. T0) ene, ee: 


Infield, 15 wy 960 Plantations, 25 as - 
Outfield, - 27% Moſſes, | 50 


Meudow 1 and a Paſture, "RE Moors and e — IT goo. 


£ The Coil in 8 is a Light 1 T and, when properly 
cultivated, produces luxuriant crops. The ſurface is di- 
verſiſied with hills and eminences, ſome of them plant- 
ed with trees of various ſorts, which in a ſhort time will 

| beautify the country. Of theſe, the hill of Chriſt's kirk 
is not the leaſt beautiful. It is of conſiderable altitude, 

and has two green tops, which have a pretty effect at a 
diſtance. The pariſh is well watered. It abounds in 
ſprings, rills, and ſtreams, ſufficient for meal-mills. Some 


ke of theſe proceed in an eaſtern direction from one channel to 
n, another, till they reach the Don, which falls into the 
b. ſea at Aberdeen; others turn towards the weſt, loſe them 
gs {elves | 
n 2 
„ 3 has a pariſh f in "hots, or in | part, \dangreC@toi it, na- 

a, med Chriſt's Kirk. At what period this annexation took place, I have 
Ra not been able to diſcover. But that it was once a ſeparate pariſh, ad- 
ye 8 mits of no doubt. For the burial-ground is ſtill in uſe, the ruins of the 
d _ Kirk remain, and the incumbent of Kenethmont is in poſleſſion of the 

glebe. But the name of Chriſt's Kirk, as a pariſh, is at preſent never 
e uſed, being applied ſolely to the farm, which ſurrounds the glebe and bu- 
Y rial ground. It is in the eaſt end of the pariſh, at the diſtance of about — 


4 Engliſh miles from the preſeat church. 
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ſelves in the W which communicates with the Dey 


ron, and along with it, runs into the Murray Frith at 
Banff. From the high ſituation of Kenethmont, it is na. 


_ tural to conclude, that the air is good, and the climate 


healthy ; and experience confirms the coneluſion. In win- 
ter, the air is frequently piercing, and the ſnow. ſometimes 
deep; but in winter, as well as in ſummer, the people in 


general enjoy good health, and many attain to old age, 
They are not ſubje& to epidemic diſeaſes. The influenza, 
which, not many years ago, prevailed over the greateſt 
part of Britain, was unknown here. And equally fortu- 
nate have they been ſince the above period, in eſcaping | 
putrid ſore throats, and dangerous fevers, which broke 
out in the neighbourhood, and proved fatal to many. Of 
uncommon longevity, 1 can produce no inſtance. It may, 
however, be mentioned, that Meſſ. Garrioch and Gordon, 
my predeceſſors, both died of old age. The former offici- 
ated 10 years at Forbes, and 50 at Kenethmont; and 


the latter, ) years at Cabrach, and 40 at Kenethmont, 


And during my incumbency, which laſted above 11 years, 


there's died 16 or 57 e above 1 you of ge.. 


: nn Arie Ee —There are 4 — or 


proprietors of land; the Duke of Gordon, Colonel Hay of 


Rannes, Mr Gordon of Wardhouſe, and Mr Wemyſs of 


Craighall. The three laſt generally reſide, and direct 


their attention to the improvement of agriculture, rearing 


of cattle, or plantations. Some of the heritors have intro- 
duced the modern improvements of agriculture, and raiſe 
excellent crops of grain and ſown graſs. They have their 


fields divided into convenient encloſures, and kept in high 


cultivation. But their example has not been hitherto imi- 
| tated by their tenants, who in general perſevere in the old 


method of farming. The pwn of the farm fit for cropping 
conſiſts 


pp!!! ͤ w PH BE, 


ſummer, 


12 > 7 
anf of infield and outfield. The fotmer has its name 


from being kept under continual culture; and the latter, 


from. being allowed ta go to ley or paſture, after bearing 
a certain number of creps. Of the infield, one-third is an- 
pually prepared for bear, and two-thirds are laid down 


with oats. The third intended for bear receives a fallow- 


ing in autumn, and remains in that tate till ſpring, when 
it is harrowed, manured, and gets the ſeed furrow, Af- 
ter reaping the bear, this field is underſtood to be in a ſtate Z 


of culture, capable of yielding twe crops of oats ſucceſ- 


fively. Each of the other two-thirds, in its turn, under. 
goes a fimilar preparation, and is expected to make. the 
ſame returns. Of the outfield, there are two ſorts, a bet- = 
ter and a worſe. One half of each is generally i in ley, and 


the other under tillage. The better ſort uſually remains = 


in a ſtate of reſt for 5 years, and is prepared for cropping, 
by watering, liming, folding, or paſturing; adding to 
this laſt method, if it can be ſpared, a little manure of 
any kind. With this preparation, it is judged fit for 
breaking up and bearing 4 or 5 crops of oats in ſucceſſion. 
Inſtead of the common Scotch oats, when a field has been 


limed or watered, it is not unuſual to ſow it with barley : 
| oats, which are reckoned 10 days or a fortnight earlier. | 


The worſe ſort of outfield receives a ploughing early in 
nd remains. in that ſtate till towards ſeed- time, 
when it gets a ſecond ploughing, and is ſown with a ſmall 


black hairy oat. This is a bad unproductive grain, not 
much uſed ; and, with proper culture, might eaſily be dif- 


Penſed with, and totally extirpated. By the above mode 
of cultivation, the average produce of the bear may be 


F returns, of the common and barley oats 4, and of the 


ſmall black oats 3. Turnips and potatoes have, for many = 
years, been cultivated by the heritors with great ſucceſs, 


and the tenants raiſe a few of each ſart for family uſe only. 
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7 The foll i is war Wb for 145 but the cultivation 'of it 
is ill underſtood, and ſeldom or never attem pted, except 


by the heritors, and that on a ſmall fcale, though there are 


two lint-mills in the neighbourhood. | The Scotch 'plough 
ſome what improved, is in pretty general uſe ; 3 and as it is 
well adapted for removing obſtructions in ill cultivated 
fields, the preference in its favour in ſuch circuniſtances 
cannot be condemned. Many, however, of late, begin to 
uſe ploughs of the Engliſh conſtruction, and acknowledge 
their ſuperiority, i in eaſe and neatneſs, in turning the fur. 
row. The advantages of carts are fo many and ſo well 


underſtood, in all the operations of farming, that they are 


in univerſal uſe. The crops uſually raiſed here have 
been ſtated above, and the extent of the N and pro- 
duce may be nearly as follows: ; hg 


S Bolls. 
300 bolls of barley, at 5 returns, 1500 
1 goo bolts of "Fg at 4 returns, 520 PL 
oy Total, — FER bolls* * 


It 


. Seed. tine ond Harvef—The time of ſowing depends! on the feaſon, 


| Oats are generally ſywn'in March and April; lintſeed and potatoes in 
the begin3ing of April or end of March; bear in May, and turnips from 
the Iſt to the 20th of June. Harveſt beg ins about the end of Auguſt or 


begi wing of September, and the crop is for the moſt part got in by the 


end of Oct ber. In 1182, ſowing did not begin till the middle of A- 
pril: and. as the ſum mer was cold, and the ſnow early, the grain was 


not gathered in before Ch:iſtmas The crop was remarkably deficient, 


+ and many would have ſuffered in the north of Scotland, had not the aid 


of Government, and the exertions of the opulent and humane afforded a 


ſeaſonable ſapply to the needy. By the failure of the crop in this pariſh, 


the circumſtances of moſt people were reduced, but none ſuffered for 


want. In times of general calamity, it is pleaſant to record acts of gene- 


roſity. The be'it-rs in general were very indulgent to their tenants, 


and acce ed lefs than their due. One gentleman whoſe rents, according 
to the cuſtom ot the country, were payable in money and meal, charged 
the deficient meal. to the extent of ſeveral, hundred holls, at half the 


curient price, which was L. 1 the boll. Theſe Jenient meaſures, in addi- 
tion ta the aid of Government, rendered the fatuation * this E to⸗ 
lerably comfortable. 


E 
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fn we add to the 18 40 acres of turnips, 10 of potatoes, 


and 40 laid down with graſs ſeeds, we ſhall not be far from 
the truth. The produce of the pariſh, in ordinary ſeaſons, 
is more than ſufficient for the conſumption of the -inhabi- 


tants. The overplus, if there be no demand in the neigh- 


bouring pariſhes, is carried to the Huntly or Aberdeen 


market. The valued rent is L. 1817: 134 Scots; but as 


the rents are all paid in money and meal, the real rent 
muſt vary with the price of grain. It may be L. 900, 


and r never exceeds L: 1000 at? 


| 8. Colonel Hay's eſtate, no F are re- 5 
quired, except in hay-harveſt, and theſe are of ſo trifling a 


nature, as to be ſcarce worth mentioning. Two or three 


of the farmers indeed, moſt contiguous to the moſs,of Kirk- | 


hill, have been in the cuſtom of paying a few leets + of 


Peats y early, for which they are allowed a certain dedue- 1 5 


tion of rent. The other heritors have not thought proper - 
to diſpenſe with the uſual ſervices ; but as they are univer- 


| ally eſteemed a grievance, they might, doubtleſs, be com- 


muted to the ſatisfaction and advantage of both parties, It 
ought, however, in candour and juſtice to be obſerved, 
that were landlords. to diſpenſe with ſervices and cuſtoms 
of every W which their good ſenſe and public 

ſpirit 


Price of Grain and Provifions, &c.— Bear, in 1792, ſold at 15 8. the” 
meal 12 8. the boll; beef and mutton, 3 d. the pound; a duck, 10 d.; 
a hen, 6 d.; eggs, 2 d. a dozen; butter, from 6d. to 8 d. the pound, at 

24 ounces Averdupois.— The uſual wages to men ſervants employed in 
huſbandry, are from L. 6 to L. 7; maid ſervants, from L. 2 to L. 3 a- 
year; a day-labourer earns from fo d. to I s.; a maſon, from 1s. 3 d. to 
Is, 6 d. and a houſe carpenter, 1s. and furniſh their own proviſions; a 
tailor gains 6 d. and his maintenance; and perſans employed in the moſ- 
tes, hoeing, or other farm-work in ſummer, have the ſame allowance. 
A leet of peats is a ſtack 12 feet long, 12 broad, and high in propor- 
” ——_—_ *— | * ö carr 


2 5 Statifitc cal Account | 24 
Wirit will in time certainly induce them to do, this woul 


_ only extenuate not eradicate the evil. Every tenant bas i gem 
certain number of cottagers, to the amount ſometimes of ment 


6 or 8, whom he binds to relieve him, not only of part d 
his fervices to the heritor, but alſo to give him a certain - Fe. 
number of days in ſeed- time, mofs-time, and bar veſi 


Now, ſabſtantial redreſs of this grievance will not be en 5 
fly obtained, unlefs heritors were to diſallow cottagen polls 
altogether, which would depopulate their lands; or, which die F 

| would be better policy, to break their farms and put te good 
cottagers in the envied ſtate of ſmall but independent te. cont! 
nants. This latter kind of ſervitude, though leſs attended ſbyte 


=> on ESE me 3 a2 — 4444 ee 
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to, is as extenſive, and more ſeverely felt than the for- 1 
. mer. The proprietor, unleſs his eſtate be very ſmall, re. hs 
quires only a part, never the full extent of the ſervices dit 
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1 by the tenant, whereas the tenant ſeldom ns” wath 5 
| the ſmalleſt ſervice for as the gee is N cent 
[ * MarafaltivenShough no FOOTE VT kus hitherto a; 
: been eſtabliſhed, a number of families of all ages are em- liſh, 
; ployed by the Huntly and Aberdeen manufacturers to Is, | 
| Enit woollen ſtockings, and ſpin flax. The knitters, on pool 
an average, work 60 dozen, at 12 8. the dozen, every * 
25 month; while the ſpinſters, who are but few in number, whi 
N I earn only about L. 4 or L. 5 monthly. The annual in- _ 
| come from both branches may be fairly eſtimated at ing 
L 500, tion 
4 4 to I 


Roads The roads in the pariſh were made and are kept in WW me 

repair by the ſtatute-labour. For want of gravel, they are BW q;;1 

frequently deep, but never impaſſable. The military road poo 
through the Cairn-o'-Mount, leading by Huatly to Fort 
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r her $eboot} Pooh, Ee. The chürch Is eld und has 


been frequently repaired. TFhe f ftipend s 1. 38: 17* 9 
including L. 5 11: Tis for communiton. hs! and 41 
polls of gat meal and 7 of bear. The glebes are at preſent 
disjoined, and the extent of both is from 8 to 9 acres of 
good land. A plan for a new manſe and offices, with a 
contiguous glebe, has received the approbation of the pre- 
ſbytery, and is to be executed the enſuing ſummer. Colo- 
nel Hay of Rannes is patron.—About 15 or 16 years ago, 
the heritors built a convenient ſehool-houſe in a healthy i- 

tuation. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is L. 5: 11: 14, and 

his other perquiſites are L. 1: 16: 8 for officiating : as pe- 
centor and ſefſion-clerk ; 1 8. 13 d. far publiſhing A purpoſe 

of marriage; 6x d. for regiſtering a baptiſm, and 3 d. for 


| certificate; to which add the ſchool-feesfor teaching Eng- 


liſh, xs. 6 d.; arithmetic, 2 8.; and Latin, 2 8. 6 d. quarter- 
ly, and his income may be from L. 10 to L. 15.— The 
poor ſubſiſt by begging, and upon occaſional ſupplies from 
the parochial fund. This fund amounts to-L. 40-nearly, 
which has been ſaved within 50 years from the weekly 
colleQions, the uſe of a pall or mortcloth, and bell belong- 
ing to the ſeſſion, and fines from delinquents. The callec- 
tions and other contingencies generally amount from L. 8 
to L. 10 yearly, This ſum, after paying L. 1: 16: 8 to 
the ſeſſion clerk, and 125. 6 d. to the church- officer, is di- 
ſtributed quarterly by the ſeſſion among the perſons on the 
poory roll, who lince 1792. have been rom I2 to 35 
e g to Dr Weblter's report, the po- 
pulation at that period was 791. About 59 years ago, Mr 
Vor. XIII. . _ Gordon, 


74 1 Statiſtical Account 


: Gordon, i in a proceſs of augmentation of n ſtated the 
number of inhabitants at 1100, If Mr Gordon did na 
take a round number inſtead of the real, the population is 
_ conſiderably diminiſhed fince the above period, as will ab. 


pear by the following abſtract; L 

Uk In February 1783, the r including children, was, Bp 
« . = * 5 Ke wg, 
| — e 
1798, .. CCF 
1989, VVV 
,, * bo $02 

, 2792, there were 360 males and 443 females, 


the preſent ineum- 


[ 
* 
x 
=E 
vo 
| vw 
4 kad 
WAY 
”% 
4 
* 
1 
9 
. 
t * 
N : 


1 E * nts . — 810 
And by a note from 3 5 
the Rev. Dr Minty, 


| bent, in June 19% e 
Under 10 years of age, 88 1 191 
Between 10 & 20. 60 74 - 134 

20 & 50, 14 185 306 
358 472 8330 


Average number for the above 10 years, 808. 
The ſcarcity in 1782 induced me to take down the 


numbers in the different families with accuracy; but I did 


not think of noting the deaths till February 178 5. The 
following abſtract is taken from the regiſter of baptiſms, 
and my own note of the deaths, till the time of my trank- 


lation from the pariſh in October 1791: 


| Baptiſims. 


135 


1788, 


1590, 


e Kenethmont. 


Males. Fem. 


85 nw 13 
1787 


; 1 789, l 1 


4 e WV 


m_ 


1 ese 


"Total, 71 74 151 
Ana = 5 


That the number of females F _ ſurpaſſes that of * 
males, is owing to the moſſes. 


| maids: take houſes 1 in their went nk the convenience of 
fuel. | | 


Nambes of fon 
Ditto of x 3 
each, Es 25 
cas. TL 4 
Married men, - 124 . 
Bachelors who have fa- = 
mies,, 16 
Widowers ditto, 12 
Widows ditto, 28 
Unmarried women ditto, 36 
Clergyman, = I 
Students in divinity, 
Shopkeepers, = 
Schoolmaſter, — 
Smiths, i 
8 
| | 2 


»b w > D 


20 

13 
12 
4 00 
* 


— — 


| Tailors, 9 ' 4 a : 
Houſe carpenters, 


Wheel and plough- 


Male domeſtic ſervants, 
Female ditto, = 


Draught horſes, -» 


75 


| Baptiſms, / | 
« Total. 
, 


| Deaths, 
18 

1 

18 N 
11 
© OO 

16 

10 to the end of Ofober. 


"= 


Many widows and old 


Weavers, = 


wrights, = 
Shoemakers, 4 — 
Millers,  _ - © 
Gardeners, "= 
3 
Mid wives, 


> W wa. 


» „ 


Wheel carria iages, 1 


Carts, 5 5 - 
Ploughs = 60 
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Saddle and carriage 


— eve oo — — — 
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Cattle, 63 808 
TO ; — n T ee 10 

-Ffinirats and Ades ee the lands of Laith 
hall, there is a marble quarryg on thoſe of Craighall free⸗ 
ſtone, and mar] and limeſtone-on Cults; but che unt of 


| ſtock or of induſtry has hitherto prevented the tenants from | 


availing themſelves of this lat ſource of opulence. © There 


are two mineral ſprings on Colonel Hay's eſtate, one of 
them on a farm named Earlsfield, is of late fallen into diſre- 


pute The other in the moſs of the Melſhach, of the cha- 
lybeate kind, is fil in W . 18 com- 
mon 5 SOOT ee 


Fudrhe l in — toi 8 but as tue m 
us are wearing wut, ſome of the heritors carry coals from 


Aberdeen to fave them, and to have their principal apart 


ments more comfortably warmed in winter. In former a. 


ges, the moſs of Kirkhill has beem coveretl-witly wood; for 
ſo late as go years ago, trees in abundance; were found 
by digging a few feet below the furface. And, among o- 


ther kinds, mention is made of an oak about 40 feet long, 
and thick in proportion. Fir, janiper, hazel, alder, oak, 


were all blended — in this pot. 
- | ee Antiguitie 


. * Horſes el from 3 to * 185 oxen and cows, from L. 3 to "2 8; 
wedders and ewes and ln from 4s. to 8s. The only {vine raiſed 
for ſale, area few about the mills, which bring from L.1 to L. 3. 


| + They ule it both internally and externally i in the ſunimer ſenlon, 


particularly i in the month of May. Its fanative qualities are not confined 

to man, they are ſuppoſed to extend even to brutes. As this ſpring pro- 
bably obtained vogue at firſt in days of ignorance and ſuperſtition, it 
would appear that it became cuſtomary. to leave at the well part of the 


clothes of the ſick and diſeaſed, and harneſs of the cattle, as an offering 
of gratitude to the divinity who beſtowed healing virtues on its waters. 
And now, even though the ſuperſtitious principle no ger exiſts, the 


e ing are ſtill preſented. 


es, 


* Kenethmont. — 
ee eee ei is a a barrow, or cairn of ſtones, which 


has never bee opened, on Old Glanderſton, a farm be- 8 


longing” to Mr Gordon; a Draidical temple on Ardlair, a 
arm of Colonel Hay's; another leſs complete ori Cults, and 


two or three ſtones in a leaning poſition on the lands of 


Craighall, ſaid to be recorded in the preſbytery books of 
Alford. The only other article is the ſtone alluded to a- 3 
bove; commonly called Kenneth's grave-ftone. The tradi- 
tion of the pariſn is, that this ſtone, which in ſhape reſem- 8 
bles a coffin, was removed from the church - yard gate, (the 
grüve of one of the Kenneths), into the (29%; where * 
ad po” by a oP of the name of Gen ; 4211 


10 


e „Erne proprietur of ne hos iis title to two an- p ; 


vet fairs, one at Kirkhill in October for cattle, timber, 


and merchant goods, and the 5 at Chriſt's Kirk in the 
month of May. This fair was Kept on the Green, and __ - 
the night ; hende it was by the people called Sleepy-mar- 
ket. About 35 or 36 years ago, the proprietor changed it 
from night to day; but ſo ſtrong was the prepoſſeſſion of 
the people in favour of the old cuſtom, that rather than 
comply with the ny they choſe to — it alto- 
gerher +, ; hn 
[ 1493 16116 445 I  CharaBter 


* Its Amen ions are, Lai 6 feet 2 incher; 8 at the 3 22 
inches, and depth 15 inches. There is a ſhield on it, on one quarter of 
which a boar's head is viſible. Under the ſhield are the initials H. G. in 
large capitals; and under them a mort-head, ſand-glaſs, bones, and cof- 


fin. Then there is a croſs with I. H. S.; and below all, the date 1685. 


The name of this place naturally enough brings to recollection, the 
celebrated ballad of Chriſt's Kirk on the Geeen, commonly aſcribed to 
James I. King of Scotland. The ſcene of it never has been aſcertained 
with any degree of preciſion. Chrifl's Kirk, in my apprehenſion, has no 
ſmall claim to that honour, It is well known, that James viſited the moſt 


diſtant parts of his kingdom, to hear complaints and redreſs grievan- 


ces. And it is not impoſſible, nor even very improbable, that, in his 
progreſs, 
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| Chirater of ehe People, & &c.—The y are temperate, indu. 
ſtrious, and frugal, moderate in their principles, and regu. 
lar in their attendance on public worſhip and the other or. 
dinances of religion. They are all of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, except 5 or 6 who occafionally attend Epiſcopal 
meetings. The dreſs of both ſexes is conſiderably impro- 
ved of late, eſpecially among the young. In all places of 
public reſort they appear in their beft clothes, with a chear. 
ful countenance and contented mind. Their houſes in ge- 
| neral are bad, and have not that appearance of cleanlinef 
and neatneſs which is always commendable. But as the 


|  heritors are diſpoſed to give every reaſonable encourage- 


ment to the ſober and induſtrious, we may ſoon hope to 
| ſee a ſpirit of improvement prevailing in their houſes fi- 


5 milar to that which ae have . e to ſhow 1 in 
their dreſs. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages —The only diſadvanta- 
ges are ſhort leaſes, ſervices, and the diſtance from manure 
and from market. Moſt of theſe are capable of redreſs, 
It has already been mentioned, that one gentleman, who is 
_ proprietor of more than half of the pariſh, has diſpenſed 
with the uſual ſervices ; and it may be added, that he is 
_ diſpoſed to grant long leaſes on equal terms, with every o- 
ther encouragement that has a tendency to make his te- 
nants proſper. If the other heritors were to convert their 

ſervices and cuſtoms, ep would promote their own inte- 
reſts, 

| progreſs, he may have ſeen or heard of Chriſt's Kirk. Now, what place 
more likely to ſtrike the fancy of this Monarch, than one diſtinguiſhed by 
ſo fingular a cuſtom. The circumſtance of the market at midnight, may 
he ſuppoſed to fall in with his humour, and give birth to ſuch ſcenes as 
he has deſcribed. Even the' name of this performance is deſcriptive of 
the place; for the Green ſtill encircles the ruins of the Kirk, and it is be- 


ſjdes the only one in Scotland that I am acquainted with, to which the 
game of the ballad is applicable, 


du. 


ied 
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reſts, and confer a ſignal favour on their tenants. In good 


policy theſe ought to be aboliſhed, and long leaſes given, 
with ſufficient encouragement to open up and employ ſuch 


| ſources of manure as the pariſh affords. In the mean time, 
the induſtrious tenant may betake himſelf to other reſour- 


ces. Several of the farms have the command of water. 


Lime may be had at Huntly, but whether in ſufficient _ 


quantity for the purpoſes of agriculture, is doubtful. At 3 


the limekilns, however, it may be purchaſed in any quan- 


tity, and at a cheaper rate, but at a greater diſtance. The 


heritors have been long in the cuſtom of uſing it on thoſe : 
fields which were to be laid down with gran eden and 
have ever found it beneficial. But the tenants in general e 


never uſe lime nor ſow graſs- ſeeds.— Their fuel, as the 


| moſſes are near, is eaſily procured ; and, comparatively 
ſpeaking, with little trouble and expenſe. In ſummer 
there are many annual fairs at a convenient diſtance for 
ſelling their cattle and ſheep. Huntly affords a good week- 


ly market for cheeſe, butter, beef, mutton, fowls, and moſt | 
other articles which the farmer can ſpare. Bear finds 
ready vent at the numerous ſtills in the neighbourhood. 
And when the demand for meal ceaſes at Huntly, it may 
be carried to Aberdeen, where there is a ready market 
and good prices. The diſtance is much greater, but the 
price generally compenſates it. The accommodation is 


good, and the road, fince the bridge was built over the 
Don at Inverary, perfectly ſafe. Beſides Aberdeen has 


this advantage over Huntly, that all thoſe things which are 


either convenient or uſeful to the farmer, may be bought 


in it on the beſt terms, and in any quantity; and therefore 
his ſmall ſtock of neceſſaries is generally purchaſed there *. 
1 W Though the tenants rear a conſiderable number of cattle, they ſel- 


dom think of feeding any. Without green crops, feeding cannot be ad- 
Yantagnons 
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| 10 f may, in the opinion of ſome, 55 no ſmall n 1 5 
tion of the pariſh to furniſh objects of amuſement, as well 
as of profit. By repairing to the Bogie, which abound; 
with trout, the angler may find entertainment at leifore i 
hours; and the ſportſman, who delights in more active di. 
; verſion, can traverſe hills and dales with his dog and his 
gun in ſearch of hares, plovers, dneks, you grouſe, par 
5 han pet, Sc. in their 8 8 | 


yantageous, nor will the cultivation of green crops, in all proþability, 
become general, till winter herding be introduced. The cattle and 
| ſheep are of a ſmall breed, and, when properly fed, bring good prices; 
| becauſe they are reckoned ſweet and well-flayoured The farm of Leitl. 
| hall, where Colonel Hay reſides, is ſuperior to moſt. It has a ſoutherly 
_ expoſure, fertile ſoil, and is well ſheltered. It is equally adapted for 
7 Tearing cattle, and producing grain. The , plantations afford thelter in 
winter, and the ſouthern expoſure raiſes early graſs in ſpring ; 1 and in . 
ſummer the richneſs of its paſture can n hardly be exceeded, 5 | 
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Name, Borough, Extent, Surface, Soil, Wc. 


THE word Kintore is certainly Gaelic. I am not ac- 
gquainted with that language, but am informed, that it 
ſignifies « the head of the wood; and it is certain; that in the 
earlieſt times, there was a royal foreſt in this neighbour- 
hood. The hunting ſeat, which was inhabited ſo late as the 
laſt century, being the firſt ſeat of the family of Kantore, 
ſtill called Hall-foreft, remains in rains indeed, but a ruin, 
that ſhows it once to have been a fortified and ſtrong place. 
The foreſt is ſaid to have extended from the welt part of the 
pariſh of Kintore, eaſtward to the church of Dyce, 5 or 6 
Engliſh miles. Dyce was in the earlieſt times, called the 
“ Chapel of St Fergus, near Moſs Feetach.” There is a 
Vol, XIII. EBF ˙·˙ » © 
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farm i in the Ha 4 Kincllar, in that ts. called Glut 
| gow foreſt, and the foreſter is ſaid to have had his dwelling 
at a place called Tilliriach, in the pariſh of Dyce. This 
place had very early been made a Royal borough. Its be- 
ing Royal lands, accounts for this. It is ſaid to have been 
made by one of the Kenneths, and prior to that of A- 
| berdeen : If it was ſo, and Aberdeen, (as is Aaid), was 
made a borough by Gregory, Kintore muſt have had its 
privileges from Kenneth Maccalpin. There are ſeveral 
| traditions among the people as to its antiquity ; for exam- 
ple, that ſeveral privileges, which it once had, were tranſ. 
ferred to Aberdeen; and there is a cauſeway at the eaſt 
end of the freedom of Kintore, near Kinellar, on the 
way to Aberdeen, ſtill called the Mine Cauſeway ; to 
which it is ſaid, in old times people came from the harbour 
1 pay cuſtom *, Till lately, there were few houſes better 
than country houſes, none but the manſe and a houſe built 
for Lord Kintore's factor, the church, and a very neat town- 
houſe and priſon, built about 50 years ago. Two good 

| houſes, one of them elegant, were built laſt year. The pri- 
fon is ſeldom uſed, owing to the good morals and peace- 


able 


* It in not to: os pat; that dow unh of that age ould be 


found; and it is ſaid, that the charters and papers relating to this burgh, 


which reached the lat century, were deſtro) ed by a Provoſt Fraſer, only 
one having eſcaped his hands, which is-a charter of confirmation of this 


burgh, by James the V. ſtill extent. The town - council, who elects the 
delegate for chooſing their repreſentative in parliament, couſiſts of 13 


members, among whom is a provoſt, 2 bailies, a dean of guild, and a trea- 


ſurer. The Earls of Kintore, and the late Earl Mariſchall, while he held 
e eſtate of Kintore, have been provoſts ſor about a century paſt. The ſet of 


the burgh, does not oblige them to change 8-councillur nor an offioe-bearer. 


Tde bounds of the freedom of the burgh, are pretty large, partieularly to the 


eaſt, the freedom extends to near the church of Kinellar, above 2 Eng- 
li: miles. The revenue is faid to have been once enn but is 
vow much diminiſhed, | | 


ov. 


lie 
we 


ki. 5 0 8 


able dipoßtion of the 8 | ts NOR I . 17 the 


town, without counting the reſt of the freedom, there are 


57 dwelling louſes, ſome of them poſſeſſed by ſingle per- 
ſons 3 and it contains 228 ſouls; 94 males, and 134 fe- 
males ; and there are 54 horſes, 168 black cattle, and 300 
ſheep. A. conſiderable part of the old pariſh, is within the 
freedom of the burgh, till you go about a mile ſauthward *. 
It contains, with the new pariſh, above 5:00 acres, (without 
counting a large common, between Kintore and Kinellar), 
moſt of it has been meaſured. It is bounded on the N. and 
N. E. by the river Don, and on the E. partly by the ſame 


river. It> extent is near 6 Engliſh miles from N. to S. 


3 from E. W. The grounds about the town of Kintore, 


which has had on the one ſide, the head of the foreſt, and | 0 | 


on the other, lies along the haughs of the Don, are flat; the 
riſing is gradual to the W. and S. W. to the N. and to the 
E. the riſing is more ſudden to hills; but the S. part of the 


| pariſh, t Il you come to a ridge that bounds the par ih, is 


in general marſhy. Vet the marſhes empty themſelves in- 


to a ſtream that runs paſt Kintore, which ſhows them to be . 
conſiderably above the level of Kintore. The other ſtreams 


generally run from the weſt into the Don. The haugh here 
is broad, and following the windings of the Don, near 3 
miles long; it is very deep in ſoil, and is enriched by the 
overflow ings of the river, and needs no manure, for the ri- 

ver 


* In the year 1954, or 18 8, that part of the pariſh of Kinkell, which 
lies to the weſt of the Don, vz. the lands of Creechy and Thainſtown, 
were by decreet, annexed to Kintore, and the otter part to Mount-kiggie, 


no called the pariſh of Kinkell, or Keithhall, and in 1760 the annexation 


took place, by the death of the incumbent at Kinkell, This pariſh 
belonged formerly to the Preſbytery of Aberdeen, but by an act of Synod | 
in 1722, was for a time annexed | to Garioch. and bas conunged in that 
Preſbytery ever ſince. 


* 
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ver - runs fo bon, that i it has more the appearance Ws a Lake 
than a torrent. In a flood, the river is ſometimes mote 
than a mile broad. "Though thele floods enrich the ſoil, 
they often mud the graſs and hurt the crop; and if they hap- 

en after 'the é car is formed, and before it comes out, they 
Ye deftroy it. The great flood that was on the 1th 
of September 1768, carried away the moſt of the crop, it 
being all cut down, and but little of it led off from the 
| haugh, The town is alſo in apparent danger of the river 
breaking in upon it, eſpecially when ſhoals of ice'come down, 
which cut the deep banks. Vet the many turnings and 
windings of the river, both make a pleaſant proſpect, and 
moiſten and enrich that large tract of haugh. The hill of 
Creechy and Thainſtown, on the N. W. is the higheſt 
groundi in the pariſh, more than 100 feet above the bed of 
the river at the top; from that” there runs ſouthward be- 
tween Kintore and Kemnay, 2 a ridge of hills, little lower ; ; 
and at the ſouth extremity of the pariſh, almoſt at right 
. angles, a ridge turns eaſtward, and terminates at a place called 
Wardhouſe. Near the river, the ſoil is a rich loam, but 
mixed with ſand, and gradually in going from the river 
weſtward, it becomes of worſe quality. More than half of 
the pariſh is covered with a ſtout dry heath, and in the 
places at a ſmall diſtance from the town, the arable fields 
are ſurrounded by heath, not fix inches'long. The marſhy 
farms, have their ſoil in many places black, partaking of 
the nature of the {adjacent pro moſs. 


3 RET e Don 18 165 only river which 
touches this pariſh; it bounds the pariſh on the N. W. 
N. N. E. and partly on the E. It produces ſalmon, which 
are caught both by the net and rod, and are ſold from 4 d. 
the pound i in the ſpring, to 2d. in ſummer, Tt produces 

alſo 


lake 


Note 


alſo trout, cel, pike, and ſometimes a kind of flounder, but 


theſe are ſeldom ſold. A ftream riſes in the marſhy parts | 


of the pariſh, and enlarges ſo as to have three water-mills in 


its courle ; for the firſt and longeſt part of its courſe, it is 


called the Sherrif-burn ; but when it goes on, it is called the 
Couning- burn, from a burrow of conies that was kept here; | 


| and near Kintore, where it falls into the Don, the burn of 


Tuack. There is another mill upon the Don. The moſt | 
part of the pariſh is thirled to a mill ; none now except the 
ſmall heritors of Kintore pay malture. N pay on es 5 
vice, N ade p, che 3 3d 3 1 


Population —By the return made to Dr Webdter, the | | 
number of ſouls then, was 830. No proper account can be 
given of this ſubject for any time paſt, though the people 
formerly were certainly more numerous than at preſent. 
The old pariſh, before the annexation, was ſaid to contain 
between 700 and 800 ſouls; and about 200 were added by 
the annexed part of the pariſh of Kinkell. It contains 
at preſent, including the town, 862 ſouls, whereof 392 are 
males, and 470 females. The knitting of ſtockings, partly 
accounts for the proportion of females, though that manu- 
facture is much on the decline, and the price reduced, fince 
loom frames have been ſo much improved; and many of 
the males learn trades, and go to other places, there being 
no tradeſman or manufacturer here of any kind, but what 
are neceſſary for the work in the pariſh. Baptiſms in 1792, 


were 13, 8 males and 5 females. Average of births 


for 5 years paſt 16, ditto of marriages 6, ditto of deaths, 
or rather burials 14. The air is healthy, and the people 
not much liable to conſumptions, fevers, or epidemical 
diſtempers. Many of the inhabitants live till between 80 
and 99. One farmer Waal held his plough, till ſeveral 


years above 80. 


Liue 
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- tis flock, Colinarion. Gee are at Aach in the 
5 * (excluſive of the toun) 106 horſes, 800 black ca 
| tle, and near 2500 ſheep. One very intelligent far. 
mer has, for more than 20 years, given an excellent exam. 
ple of improving his land, by bringing 1 in barren patche 
_ ditching, draining, liming, raiſing turnip, ſowing grak 
| Ec. and his neighbours, who were not much diſpoſed ty 
follow the earlieſt improvers in the pariſh of Kinellar, that 
had other means of living than by their farms, are now be. 
Sinning to ſee the benefit of following his example. A 
| better kind of plough is introduced, and carts,, which 40 
years ago were unknown, are now generally uſed inſtead of 


To creels and packets and curracks, as they were called, which 


did little work, with more oppreſſion to man and horſe. 
| There is another farmer in the pariſh that occupies a farm, 
| (on which 10 oxen and a proportional number of horſes 
were formerly uſed), without any family or ſervice, bit 
himſelf and a houſekeeper. He alone manages a plough 
with four horſes and two cattle, on a farm abounding with 
rocks and great ſtones, carries a ſpade in his plough, and 
makes work that is far from bad; and he threthes, dries, 
and manages his grain himſelf. There is no manure in the 
pariſh but dung and a mixture of ſoils, to which they now 
add lime from Aberdeen. The chief productions are oats, 
| barley, peaſe, potatoes, and lately turnip is raiſed in conſi- 
derable quantities: The advantage of turnip for cleaning 
and improving the ground, and alſo for rearing and fatten- 
ing cattle, is now generally known. A conſiderable quan- 
_ tity of oat-meal and barley, above what the pariſh needs, 
is ſold every year in Aberdeen, and a great part of the 
rent of the pariſh is paid in theſe two articles. There is 


| reared and ſold every year from this pariſh, and driven 
ſouth, a number of black cattle ; but this part of the coun- 
try has never been able to raiſe a ſufficient ſupply of good 
The price of every thing here is much the ſame 

| 5 . 


horſes. 
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28 at + Aberdeen, from which the £6 mile: fone is in e 
town of Kintore.— The eſtate of Kintore,' till the preſent 
Earl ſueceeded, had been in general long out of leaſe, a 


[conſequently Rttle would be done to the houſes; but ſince, 


in 1782, he gave new leaſes, farm houſes have been much 
improved; for this he gives encour age men ent; but a num- 
ber of ſubtenants or cottagers have been removed, from an 
apprehenſion of the moſſes wearing out. The old pariſh is 
better provided in fuel than the new part, which has no 
moſs at all; the moſſes i in 8 in _ country are faſt : 
weermg 007" . 195 
Paros, | 
p Looking ard ered, Re ay are ſown from the beginning of March 
till the middle of April; near the river, where the ſoil is warm, they may 2 
be a fortnight later in ſowing than others, and will reap a fortnight ſoon 
er Barley is ſown from the middle of April to the middle or end of 


May ; but the earlier in that time the better, as often froſts aud mildews ; 
in harveſt blaſt the bear, and prevent its filling. Harveſt is generally 


from the beginning of Auguſt to the middle of October, Turnip gene- 


rally is ſown about the longeſt day. In ſome bad ſeaſons, the harveſt is 

better. The pariſh has ſuffered much from theſe: in 1782, harveſt was 
not done in November, and in 1783, the bad ſeed made a very ſcanty crop; 
but in 1790, had there not been plenty in ſome of the neighbouring 
pariſhes, this pariſh. would have ſuffered much more by a thunder ſtorm . 
that happened upon the zoth of July, accompanied with inceſſant ſhowers 
of uncommonly large hailſtones pointed, and many of them meaſuring 3 | 
inches round. They fell in ſuch quantities as to cover the ground in a 
great part of this pariſh, for more than 24 hours, and it was more than 2 
days before they were all diffolved. The hail covered a tract of country, 
between 8 and 10 miles, from welt to eaſt, and 4 in breadth, beginning in 


the pariſhes of Midmar and Clunie, on the welt, coming over ſome part 


of Monymulſk, the moſs of Kenmay, and of this pariſh, and ſpending itſelf 
in Fintray. The greateſt cloud divided in two, when it had paſſed over 
this pariſh, and come to the moor between this and Kinellar; the largeit 
diviſion turned down the Don to Fintray, and a ſmaller turned upon the 
pariſh of Kinellar. It did little damage in that pariſh, except where the 


large branch came over their haughs, This hail, with the froſt that na- 


turally followed, totally deftroyed the barley, and moſt of the potatoes, 
and very much damaged the oats and the turnip. The harveſt of 17989 
was very bad, and the laſt and greateſt flood, the 2th and gth of N overn- 


ber, carried off a remainder of the crop from our haughs. 
| Price 
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Patron, Heritors, Stipend, School, Poor, c. — The Emi 
of Kintore is patron, and alſo chief heritor of the pa. 

riſh. He has no reſidence in it. The only other 
0 heritor without the burgh is Duncan Forbes Mitchel, 
Eſq; of Thainſtone, who has a reſidence in it. That 
eſtate is ſaid to have belonged ſome time to the Thana 

of the county; but while the Forbeſſes poſſeſſed it be. 
* fore the * it was called Cammicktane, which is 
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Þ 25 £# HB #5} SS £ 1 $4 fil 
. , . * * = —— * 
; * 
. od E 


Price of 1 —The wages of © common cs, hs only a 
for the neighbourhood, is much the ſame as in other pariſhes already pu. 
bliſhed. Day labourers get 6 d. in ſummer, and 4 d. in winter, beſides 

victuals: it is not many years fince 6 d. and even 3 d. a- day without vic. 
Ha tuals, were their wages. The wages of farm-ſervants have iricreaſed rapid. 
y for ſome years paſt. A ſervant, who two years ago would have aſked 
| little more than L. 5 a-year, for the moſt laborious part of a farmer's 
Work, nowaſks from L. 8 to L. 10. This it is known, proceeds partly from 
che great demand for ſervants, to manufacturers and to undertakers, for 
x; different branches of work; but it is chiefly owing to the humour that for 
ſome time paſt has prevailed among landed gentlemen, for turning out cot- 
tagers. It is acknowledged, that country cottagers are the ſeed of ſer- 
vants, and their ſituation more favourable for health, induſtry, and good 
- morals, than a ſituation in the/vicinity of a great town; and where a 
country is much depopulated of them, the dearneſs and ſcarceneſs of la- 
bourers to work, muſt be felt firſt indeed by the farmers, but muſt ſoon be 
felt by the landed gentlemen themſelves, in hindering the increaſe of their 
rents, and even bringing them down, and impeding the improvement of 
their land. Indeed the preſent wages, and maintenance of ſervants, are 
much more than the rent of many of our farmers. This makes it the more 
neceſſary to take off the moſt impolitic duty upon the coal; taking that 
off, would ſoon increaſe the revenue, by increaſirig the number of people 
who pay taxes, for it would encourage gentlemen to have their eſtates 
better peopled again; and it would render the work about peats moſtly 
unneceſſary, which is at preſent the whole ſummer- work of moſt farmers, 
and it would enable them to employ their labour and horſes, more uſe- 
fully, in improving their farms; and I would not wonder, if purchaſing 
coal were in the power of crofters, to hear ſoon of heritors, in their leaſes 
obliging their tenants to keep ſo many families of cottagers, 
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ain the name of a firm upon the eſtate, There are beſides 
theſe 16 heritors of borough lands *. The ſtipend is nearly ö 
10 chalders of victual, and nearly a third of the victual is 
bear, and L. 11, 13 8. in money, and about 9 acres of a glebe. 


The manſe was built in 1784, and the church conſiderably 
repaired ſoon after the annexation took place, and new 
lofts put in for the additional number in the pariſh. 4 
There was bequeathed by one James Davidſon, a native | 
of Kintore, a ſum for an annual ſermon at this church; but 
by his ſiſter liferenting the money, the appointment has 
not yet taken place. The ſchoolmaſter has L. 7 ſalary, 
ad, at an average, 30 ſcholars in winter, and 20 in ſum- 
| The ſeffion-clerk. fee, with the perquiſites, may be a- 
work 11. 3, 125. The ſchool-dues the fame as in neighbour- 
ing pariſhes. The preſent ſchoolmaſter is alſo Poſtmaſter. 
— There are about 25 perſons on the poors roll, who are 
ſupported by the weekly collections, (amounting, at an 
average, to about L. 14 annually), the pall dues, penalties, | 
rent of pews in the church, and the intereſt of near L, 200 
mortified money. l 5 


W il Bridges. Two highways from Aberdeen 
paſs through the pariſh; they ſeparate at the entry to this | 
pariſh, from Kinellar, near the gth mile-ſtone. One of them 
runs ſtraight weſt through this pariſh, and paſt the 12th 
mile-ſtone into Kemnay, and proceeds up Don ſide. The 
other turns N. W. through Kintore, Inverury, &c. to In- 
verneſs. The 5am mile- ſtone 1 is near the bridge of Inverury. 

Vol. XIII. e ee On 

| | : 
* The forefathers of one of them, of the name of Hill, have poſſeſſed 

between 6 or $ acres from time immemorial, and they pretend to have a 
charter from Robert Bruce. Another of the name of Smrth poſſeſſes a 


piece of ground, which is ſaid to have been given to one of his forefa- 


thers by King James V, for entertaining him when paſſing through this 
glace in Uiſguif ON 
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On this ad. over 5 Haw, bon three years ago, 1 was buile 
a very elegant bridge of three arches, the middle arch 65 feet 
wide, and the other two 55 feet each. There are alſo brid- 
ges over all the brooks on the highways. The roads are bet- 
ter in this pariſh than in many pariſhes around, as we have 
much ſand and gravel for making them; and on the ground 
between Kintore and Inverury, the ſoil being ſandy, the 
road needs no making at all. The roads are made by the 
ſtatute labour, or * commuted a at I 5, 6 d. for the fix days”, * 


Foreſts.—There | hace 2 not. beak for | ſome 3 an 7 
remains of the old foreſts, only large trunks of black oak 
have been often found in the river and haugh; the moſſes 
abound with fir, and oak roots very large are found in the 
neighbourhood. A large plantation of fir and other wood 
planted near the caſtle of Hall Foreſt, in the memory of ma- 
ny perſons yet alive, is now all cut down and the ground 


8 planted again; the fir wood of it was reckoned the beſt of f 
our low country wood, and the preſent. Earl of Kintore, | ( 
ſince he came to the eſtate and honours in 1778, has plant- 3 
ed a large foreſt of ſeveral hundred acres, and there are two 


- conſiderable plantations of Scotch fir, well grown, on the 
3 „„ e „ _ 


y 
I 
* Names of Places —The old names of places are generally Gaelic, 0 
ſuch as Creechie, Tillibin, Drumna!: eath, Blairs, Anquhiten, Dalwearie, 8 
and probably Tavelty, the old road to Aberdeen, called the Ruſhlach, 4 
part of the preſent road called the Skair, the fords of Tillikae and Pit- ( 
cCurn, with many names of fields. On the extremity and top of an hill | 
' bordering with Skene, is Wardhouſe, an Engliſh name, which, though it 
has no veſtige of a camp, nor of an houſe better than ordinary, has pro- 
bahly had a watch and guard kept on it in perilous times; for this, the | 
ſituation deſcribed before, renders it very proper, eſpecially, as it ſtands ] 
on ground nearly as high as any in the pariſh, and has an extenſive pro- 
ſpect both to north and ſouth, and many hills at a diſtance are ſeen i 
from it, eyen the Grampian hills, _ to the north, much of the Garioch 
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hill of Thaiaſtown and Creechy, one belongin g to Mr Mit- 
chell of e and che other to Lord Kintore. * 


Antiquities and Traditions —1 Wal for the ſake of pre- 


ſervation give all the traditions that I have learned, how- 


ever unimportant ſome of them may appear. I have alrea- 
dy mentioned the Foreſt, and the Caſtle of Hall Foreſt, 
which has been very ancient. A part of this foreſt with 

the caſtle, was given by King Robert Bruce to Robert de 
Keith, Great Mariſchal of Scotland, after the battle of | 
Bannockburn, and it remains in the hands of his deſcen- 


| dant the Earl of Kintore to this day, having been diſpo- 
ned in the laſt century by the Earl Mariſchal to his ſon or 
brother Sir John Keith, who was afterward created Earl 
of Kintore. It may be conjectured, that a part of what 
was given to the Mariſchal, was bounded by the Sheriff. 8 8 


burn, which ſeparated it from the reſt of the ſhire; for, 
when it paſſes on from what had been the old march to the 


freedom of Kintore, it loſes that name, and becomes the 
Coney. burn and the burn of Tuach. 


There are the re- 
mains of three ſtone circles near one another, between Kin- 
tore and In verury, and there is a fourth in another place. 


There is a tradition of a battle having been near Cam- 


mieſtane, where a general or chief, of the name of Camus 


or Cambus, was ſlain, and is buried. There is on the fide 
of the highway, between Kintore and Inverury, a long, 


and to appearance, an artificial trench or ditch, about 8 feet 


deep, called Bruce's How, in which it is probable that Ro- 
bert Bruce concealed ſome part of his army, for a particular 


purpoſe, about the time of the battle of Inverury, or his 
engagement with the Cummines in this neighbourhood. 
Upon the head of the hill of Creechy, it is ſaid, the Earl 
of Huntly pitched his camp, when marching ſouthward be- 
fore the battle of Correechie; and that having been warned 
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by 2 wizard, to beware 5 Correechie, and brews l name 
of this place, he took the alarm, thinking this to be that 
place he was warned about, and he immediately decamp- 
ed, and marched forth to the Hill of Fair; in a hollow 
place of which, called the How * n the engage 
| 3 was | 


Mt 22 


TOS * 3 ge moor petween this deri and Kineliar, although there is 


| 5 no tradition about it, there has ſome time been either a battle, or'a great 
- carnage in a flight: this appears by a great number of cairns, greater and 


leſſer, that are upon it. In taking up one of the larger cairns ſome years 
ago, for building fences on his farm, Mr John Lumſden in Bog-heads 
found in the outer or higher part of the cairn, ſeveral pieces of a black 


| ſubſtance, lighter than cinder, with dots of a different colour, and perforated 
as for being ſtringed. When he came to the bottom and centre of the 
- cairn, he found ſomething like a coffin, formed of long ſtones artificially 
put together, in or near which coffin, (for as it was diſordered and filled 
with the earth in raiſing, he is not ſure which), there was a large ring, 


that would contain two or three fingers, of a ſubſtance like veined marble, 
and an urn containing human hair. Theſe things appeared to every per- 


| ſon here that has ſeen them, to have been before the days of Chriſtianity 


in this country. The articles dug up, he ſays, are at preſent in the hands 
of the Earl of Buchan, where they may be ſeen. There is alſo on the 
ſame moor another larger cairn, where probably one of the chiefs 


has been buried; but I havg never heard an ancient or a Gaelic name to 
any of the cairns. There lies upon the caſt fide of Kintore, near the Don, 
an artificial mount of earth, called the Caſtlehill, which probably at firſt 
ſerved for a Law, and afterwards for a watch tower; for T am informed, 


that, upon any ſudden invaſion of the country, it was one of the places 
where fires were kindled to ſpread 'the alarm ſpeedily through, Scotland ; 
and indeed Kintore was a place much reſorted to in the days of the wars 


that were in Scotland, being not only a fine field, before there was much 


tillage in the country, but centrical, and on the way north both from A- 
berdeen and the paſlages of the Grampian hills. There is on the weſt fide 


of Kintore a marſh ſtill called the Rollo mire, which, with other adjacent 
lands, is ſaid to have belonged to one of the name of Rollo, who ſettled- 
and made a figure here ſoon after the days of William the Conqueror. 


It is from this mire, and the river, which at this place is like ſtanding wa- 
ter, that the mildews riſe, that in harveſt ſo often blight our barley erops. 
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Miſeellantous Olfirvation—the people are 40 general 
hat Wheaceable, and not given to feuds or diviſions, charitable 
np- {Wand induſtrious, ſtrangers to luxury and vice; and in the 
ow Royal Burgh, not much given to political ſpeculations. | 


There are only two public houſes or taverns in the pariſh, 
and theſe are neceſſary in Kintore for the great north road. 
The advantages of the pariſh are, good ſoil near the river, 
eaſily managed, and producing crops without manure; the 


by ſobriety and induſtry of the people, and acceſs to Aberdeen, 
* ; the principal market, not being difficult, and that there 
n Mare few ſervices, or what is called bondage, required. 
ads The diſadvantages are theſe already pointed out, from the 
ack WM overflowing of the river, nearneſs to Aberdeen, raiſing 
ne wages more than in places at a diſtance, ſhort leaſes, none 


| of than above 19 years, though the heritors are not diſpo- 
ſed to remove their tenants. It is ſaid, the entail upon the 
lands of Kintore reſtricts from giving longer leaſes than 
19 years. Improper diviſion of farms is likewiſe a diſad- 

vantage, rents not being exactly proportioned, and that 


it 

a there is in many farms a want of ſtocking, owing to the po- 

nc i verty of the farmers. —lf there are any mines in this coun- 
- try, they muſt be of Iron, for all mineral ſprings here are 

90 impregnated with iron-ore, and ſome of our ſtones are co 
rſt loured by the water; yet the ſtones here are generally of 


the beſt granite. Outliers, as they are called, abounding 
in quantity, are more uſed than quarries, becauſe they are 
wi both more eafily got at, and taking them away, clears the 
N ground, —There are few Diſſenters from the Eftabliſhed 
A. Church in the pariſh, only 2 families of Nonjurors, and 
I of Seceders. The living and dreſs of the country-people 
nere much better within the laſt fifty years, and even ſince 
r. I was ſettled at Kintore. Inſtead of country made ſtuff, 
* which men formerly wore, they now purchaſe cloth at 
Aberdeen, and the women now uſe cardinals of different 
kinds, 
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kinds, inflead of plaids which they formerly aſed.—Fl 
- proviſions are much improved, and more generally uſe 
ſince the introduction of turnip huſbandry.— The hills i 
this pariſh are all covered with heath; whereas in Sken, 
to the S. E. and the united pariſhes to the N. E. they an 
green and benty. Our green hills are a cold ſoil ; they par 
5 take of the nature of moſs, and ſnow lies long and deep u 
them ; whereas hills, covered with heath, are ſandy, ani 
the adjacent ſoil is warm and earlier, the air is mon 
| kindly, and the grain on ſuch grounds is richer, yields bet 
ter, and is of better quality; the country * * it k 
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| 8 * the Rev Mr ALEXANDER STRACHAN. = 


Situation, Extent and Soil. wy 

EE 

Tas pariſh forms A part of chat pleaſant and delight: 
ful Strath, anciently called Srathdighty. The deri- 
vation of the name is uncertain. The pariſh is very ſmall, 
deing only about 2 miles ſquare. The ſoil is light, part- 
ly gravel, partly clay bottom. The air is healthy, and 


the inhabitants 1 in gr long lived. 


Prog e Im provements, Cattle and e 
are 2 heritors in the pariſh, Captain David Laird of Strath. 
martin, and Walter Ogiivie of Tulledaph-hall. About 
9 years ago, Captain Laird, who diſtinguiſhed himfelf by 
his gallant behaviour in the ſervice of Government, during 

| | the 
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che late American war, bought the eſtate of Strathmarti 


_ purchaſed the eſtate. The greateſt part of them is encloſel 
with ſubſtantial ſtone fences, and in a high ſtate of cultiy; 
tion. He has lately let one of his farms, at L. 2, 2s. the 
acre, another at L. 1, 10s. and a third at L. 1, 10 8. Cap 


the moor, called Clatto, in the ſouth end of the pariſh, 


with aſh, elm, &c. which will in a little time relieve the 
eye, that has been a long time hurt by the black heath 
| 150 acres of this moor are deſigned for a farm; and ex 
cCellent offices have been erected on it. On a few acres d 
this farm, which were ploughed laſt ſeaſon, a good crop d 


been demoliſhed, on the eſtate of Strathmartin, fince 
the year 1785. Eight ſubſtantial houſes have been buil 
on or near their ſites, each of which might contain 2 ſmal 
families; they are covered with ſlate or tile. Seven 


houſe for a brewer, with a brewhouſe, malt-barn, ki 


1 


conſ 


His lands have been moſtly in his own poſſeſſion, ſince liſh runr 


tain Laird has erected a good dwelling-houſe, where the a 
cient fabric reared its head. The offices and garden an 
at a diſtance from the houſe. He has encloſed 200 acres i fold 


with /.an' earthen fence: 50 acres of it have been plantel 


turnips has been raiſed. Thirteen old houſes have 


new houſes have been erected for tradeſmen, and a good 


and bakehouſe. Mr Walter Ogilvie of Tulledaph- hall 
bas made very confiderable improvements on that eſtate, 


He has encloſed a great part of his lands, with excellenMW ma 


ſtone fences, and built ſome good houſes for his tenantꝭ £93 
His farms are let from L.1 to L. 2 the acre. People oth 
who underſtand the art of farming doubt if the produce WW lik 


of fo ieh a ſoil, will enable farmers to pay fo high a the 
rent. Are 


Fa The valued rent of che Pry is; L, 1180 Scotch. The an. 
bai of Strathmartin was formerly very ill laid out, and NI. 
1270 277 $: . conſequent! 
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conſeqtiently not very famous for ttt; what is called "RR 


runridge being common in every quarter of it; but ſince | 
the runridge was aboliſhed, improvements have gone on 
with ſpirit. Oxen of a large fize have been introduced 
by the heritors, for the plough and wain. Horſes which 

were bought twenty years ago from L. 7 to L. 12, now 
coſt from L. 15 to L. 25. A conſiderable number of cat- 
tle, ſince turnips began to be raiſed, have been fed, and . 

fold not only by the heritors, but alſo by the farmers. 
Calves have begun to be reared in abundance, for the mar- 
ket, and farmers uſe. No ſheep are kept in the pariſh, ex- 

cept a few for private uſe, though formerly almoſt every 

farmer had a flock. The ground produces good oats, bar- 
ley and peaſe, The manure uſed here, is lime from F ite, 
brought to Dundee by water, marl from the mires 0 - 
Auchterhouſe pariſh, and compoſts of dung and earth. 5 


There 3 are Tome excellent ſtone 1 in the „ 


W 5 Bridges and Mille —The | rivulet, community called 
Dighty water, which has its ſource in Lundie pariſh, and 
runs into the frith of Tay, glides through the middle of this 
pariſh. Some fine burn-trouts, and a few pikes and perches 
of a middle fize, are to be found in it; they abound moſt 
in ſpring, but are never caught for ſale. By the exertions 


of that public ſpirited gentleman, David Laird of Strath- 


martin, 2 bridges have been thrown over Dighty, one on the 
road leading from Glammis to the Carſe of Gowry, and the 
other on the road from Sidlaw-hill to Dundee. A bridge has 


likewiſe been built of late over Dighty, to the eaſtward, at 


the expenſe of the corporation of bakers in Dundee. There 
are 10 mills in the pariſh; 2 corn mills, x flour, 1 barley, 
and 1 fulling mill, in the intereſt of Captain Laird. On 
Mr Ogilvies' eſtate, there is 1 corn, 1 fulling, and 1 lint 

Vol.. XIII. . | mill. 
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and have been long held in tack * the baker n 
of e T 


0 was built in 1775. It is a piece of good maſon work, but is 
too ſmall for the accommodation of a family. The offices 
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1 i. In the. eaſt end of the pariſh, a are 2 Jane e on 2 
piece of | ground feued ſometime ago, by the town-council 


of Dundee, and commonly called the mills of Baldovan, 


Jun, Stipend, Church, School, Pow, . The manſe 


were built in haſte, and have undergone a repair, although 


finiſhed only in the end of the year 1775. The ſtipend | 
is 30 bolls of barley, 32 bolls of meal, and L. 26: 14: 1 
” money, including L. 3 for communion· elements; which 
is too ſmall a living for a clergyman, who has a numerous 
: family. The teinds are exhauſted. The church was re⸗ 
| built in 1779. A new ſchool, and houſe for the ſchool. 
| maſter, were lately built on a fmall piece of ground, taken 


from the church-yard, with the conſent of the preſbytery, 


The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 100 merks Scots, and L. x, 105, 
as ſefſion-clerk. The number of ſcholars in ſummer is 
from 20 to 30, and in winter, from 30 to 40. The en- 
couragement given to ſchoolmaſters in this pariſh and neigh- 
bourhood, being ſmall, they betake themſelves to land- 


meaſuring and marl gauging, or commence auctioneers, and 
thus the education of youth is neglected: a remedy for 
this evil has long been deſired.— The poor are maintained 


by the weekly collections, which amount to 2 8. or 35, 
each Sager, and by the intereſt of L. 1 50. Rs 


3 to Dr Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls then was 368. The following liſt of 
births, martisges, and deaths, L, s extracted from the ſeſſion 
records. 

Years. 
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£415, 


5 — Births! | Hartiges - Burials. 
ii . 
1777, ä . 
1778, 10 238 4 1 
12 9 3 
1780, 11 1 oY e 
1 The regiſter of marriages and bu- 
ef 0 3. rials has been neglected.” 


| There are 340 Fouls in the ES The people i in general 8 


are quiet, peaceable, and well diſpoſed. In the pariſh, are 
2 Antiburghers, and 1 Epiſcopalian. Since the year 1770, 
the wages of men-ſervants, maid-ſervants, and day labour- 
ers are nearly doubled, owing to the flouriſhing ſtate of ma- 


nufactures and improvements in agriculture, i in this neigh- 


bourhood. There is a remarkable alteration to the better, ” 
in be dreſs of the pariſhioners, ſince the year 2700. | 


Antiquities —On the weſt fide of Cluito-moor; are the 
traces of a camp. It is generally believed to have been 


allace, and Monk. Tradition reports, that Wal- 
© lace pitch'd his camp on Clatto-hill, and ground his corn 


« at Philaw's mill,” which is about half a mile from the 


place where the traces of the camp are ſeen, To the eaſt- 
ward of Strathmartin houſe, there is a hill, called the Gal- 


| low-hill, on which the Lairds of Strathmartin, in the days 


of feudal tyranny, exerciſed their power in hanging for 
petty offences. In the north end of the pariſh is a large 
ſtone, called Martin's ſtone, of which Gordon takes notice 


in his ee, 0 belonging to the pariſh of Tealing.) 


72: Tradition 


y a part of Agricola's army, and afterward by 


10⁰ . | Staviflcal Account ; 


Tradition han: that at the place whers the lens 4 is erefted, 
2 dragon, which had devoured nine maidens, (who had 

gone out on a Sunday evening, one after another, to fetch 
- ſpring water to their father), was killed by a perſon cal. 
led Martin, and that hence it was named Martin- s ſtone, 
| There is alſo a ſtone on the weſt gate of the church- yard, 
which * * _ of 2 W upon it. | 
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| Uni nion, E tent, Sarface.. | 


in Nov. 1758. Liff comprehended the old pariſhes 


of Logie and Invergowrie ; both of which, as appears from 
the records of the kirk-ſeſſion, were united to it before the 
middle of the laſt century. But Logie, quoad ſacra, has from 


the ſame remote period, belonged tothe pariſh of Dundee, and 


a conſiderable proportion of the ſtipend payable out of it, 
been allowed to the miniſter who has the charge of the 


country pariſh there. On the W. and S. E. owing to 
= TH 


»The motives to this tranſaction cannot now be diſcovered ; but 


_ moſt probably originated from the relative circumſtances and connexion 


of both pariſhes, a part of Logie, as it is ſaid, having been formerly en- 


eroached, 50 | 
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che interſections of the neighbouring pariſhes, the form of 
Liff and Bervie is very irregular. It may be reckoned, on 
an average, 3 miles in length, and the ſame nearly in 
| breadth. The appearance of the ſurface is in general high. 


ly pleaſing. The ground riſes with an eaſy aſcent for the 


| ſpace of - 3 miles from the river Tay, except towards the 
S. E. where the end of the hill of Balgay, which is very 
| moderate in height, and either wholly planted or cultiva. 
ted, and a low narrow dale, extending from thence weſt. 
ward. through the village of Bervie, intervene. Along 
this agreeable expoſure, are interſperſed houſes, trees, and 
fields in culture. The higher grounds form, as it were, a 
ridge, ſtretching ſomewhat obliquely from W. to E. Be. 
hind theſe, is a bleak, extenſive tract of moor, where are 
ſome thriving plantations of fir, but hardly any mark of 
improvement or cultivation. This moor falls northward 
in gradual declivity, and forms, with the oppoſite grounds, 
part of that Strath or valley, which beginning in the pariſh 
of Lundie, and extending eaſtward a few miles, 1s called 
. Strathmartin, an appellation given to one of the pariſhes 
adjoining this diſtri... In the middle of this ſtrath, runs 
2 ſmall and rapid ſtream from the loch of Lundie, which 
meets an additional ſupply, collected here from the hills 
above Auchterhouſe, and is then called the water of Digh- 


ty. This brook 1s the northern boundary of theſe united 


pariſhes, dividing them from Auchterhouſe, and is nearly 
* to the courſe of the Tay, the N boundary 


Ou 


croached upon by one of the principal ſtreets of Dundee, Logie there- 
fore, comprehending the lands of Logie, Blackneſs, and Balgay, as being 
part of another ſpiritual charge, falls not properly to be conſidered in 
this account of the united pariſhes of Liff, including Inyergowrie aud 


Bervie. 


on \ the ſoutls. In this district, chere are two other. ſtreums; 9 


f 

a MY one from the E. through Locheye, and another from tb 
n W. which meet about half a mile from Invergowrie, be- 

. WH fore they fall into the Tay. After junction, they are call - 

c ed the burn of Invergowrie; and here, in the months of 

e March and April, Tea-trout a are ſometimes found * 4 lbs. 

ry Lt 5 \ 

g e Chalbeate 8 are no 5 | 


ditempers. The air is pure and wholeſome, owing in a 
id great meaſure t to the ebbing and flowing of the Tay on one 
. ſide, and the ground riſing from it to a conſiderable height 


5 on the other In one low and confined ſpot, occupied 
10 chielly by manufacturers, few or no diſeaſes appear; that 


of are not common in the molt healthy ſituations. Among the, 


rd oldeſt inhabitants, is a married couple, whoſe joint ages 


ds make 175, and who have lived together 59 years. There 
10 are many of both ſexes in this diſtrict, whoſe lives are pro- 


od longed to upwards of 80 years, Conſumption and rheu- 
vo matiſm, diſorders the moſt fatal to ſociety, eſpecially i in 
the country, owing principally to the want of good and 
comfortable. accommodation among the poorer claſs of peo- 


fickly conſtitutions, have found their health greatly i impro- 
can be no doubt, that the chill wind and damp vapours 


of health, are leſs ſenfibly felt here, than in places more 
immediately adjoining the mouth of the river. In all ca. 
les, therefore, where ſea-bathing is not required, this quar- 
ter ee ought to be e — There 1 is a chalybeate 


ſpring 


of Lif and Bee. 5 


ple, are not more prevalent in this than in other quarters, 
where the ſame proportion of the people lead ſedentary 
lives. Nay, many perſons from Dundee, of delicate and 
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ved by a few months reſidence here in ſummer; and there | 
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from the eaſt, which prove ſo unfriendly to the reſtoration 
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foring at the village of Bervie, which was bs 
ſorted to with advantage, by valetudinary perſons in the 
neighbourhood, but which is now in no great repute, 
From the taſte of the water, and the colour of it, when 


mixed with Led it wouls eee be N d impreg 


- . —According to Dr Webſter" s report, then num- 
ber of ſouls at chat time was 1311. The number of inha- 
birants at preſent in the weſt part of this diſtrict, compared 
with the amount of the whole, bears no ſort of proportion 
to what it did at the beginning of this century, nor even 
weithin a much ſhorter period. Two oppoſite cauſes Have 

| united to produce this remarkable difference: 1, The ali. 
enation of the lands belonging to the feuars of Liff; and, 
⁊dly, The late introduction, and rapid increaſe of many 
factures, to be afterwards explained, particularly in the eaft 
quarter of this diſtrict, The lands of Liff were part of an 
endowment to the monaſtery of Scoon, and appear to have 
been feued out by the commendator of that monaſtery into 
eight parts, about the time of the Reformation. This laid 
the foundation of a village, formerly denominated the 

| Kirkton of Liff, which from ſundry particulars in the ſeſ- 

| fion-record, but more eſpecially from comparing the num- 
ber of elders in it, with thoſe in the other diviſions of the 
pariſh united, appears to have contained in 1650, one third 
at leaſt of the whole inhabitants, who, it is obſervable, ac: 
_ cording to a report made by the miniſter about that time 
to the preſbytery of Dundee, amounted to 400 and up- 
wards. This village continued to increaſe, and was in 2 


flouriſhing ſtate until ſome time after the beginning of the 
preſent century, when almoſt the whole of theſe lands 
in feu, came into the poſſeſſion of a principal heritor, and 


7 an 


of 2 and Bervie. ED 105 


in ett of the 3 improvements made by his extended 


pleaſure -| ground, and the excambion of 'glebe and other lands, 
little now remains of the former appearance and condition 
of this pot. The village o of Ber vie, diſtant about a mile from 


that of Liff, has alſo in former times been more conſiderable. * 


At preſent, it ſeems to labour under peculiar diſadvanta- 
ges, and muſt in a ſhort time be entirely deſerted, unleſs 
theſe ſhall be removed. But though population may have | 


declined in the weſt, it. has of late years increaſed be- 


yond the ordinary proportion in other quarters. of this dif- 
trikt, particularly in the eaſt, at Locheye and Milehouſe. 
This will appear from comparing the number of exami- 
nable perſons in the years 1753 and 1792. By a ſurvey 
of the inhabitants in January 1792, the number of exami- 
nable perſons, « or of thoſe above 10 years old, amounted 
COST: oe ro a 1 145k 


by Sdirdbt of annexation for Lif and 
Bervie, dated Auguſt 1753, af 

The examinable n in Liff 1 were re- 
\pottet © ée 6530 


The examinable e perſons i in Bervie, 1 50 

33 7 | — 300 
las of kao 3 1 17 53 3 to 1792, 1 His 
a ſpace of 39 years, | oY = 455 


This unuſual nals has 3 from dne conſide- 


rable feus granted out of the eſtate here, belonging to the 


family of Lundie, between the years 1735 and 1740, 
which proving convenient for manufactures, has been ſub- 
feued fince that time, and is now remarkably filled with 


inhabitants. New houſes are erecting on it every Jear; 
but no ſort of attention is paid to form or method 1 in pla- 
Vor. — 0 eing 
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= Ke Prof the annexation, "tie inhabitants of the 
; 15 of Bervie have rather Aiminiſhed | than increaſed, 
that the whole addition made to the number o of | people 
for almoſt 40 years } in both pariſhes, 1 has been 15970 on 
the fide of Liff It is further to be remarked, t that at that 
wm the population of both Liff and Bervie, Was probably 

uch leſs than it had been for n many years before, at leaf 
during the interval between the i improvements aboye-men- 


Lioned, and the eſtabliſhment and growth of manufactures, | 


and hence that the amount of examinable perſons at the an- 
nexation of the pariſhes, is not, ſtrictly ſpeaking 8. to be con- 
ſidered as conveying a proper idea of the ancient ſtate of 
population in this alſtriet. The preſent number of the 3 in. 
habitants amounts to 1790: : of this number, there are 3 39 
reckoned under the age of ten, which falls ſomewhat 
/ ſhort of the uſual proportion, owing to the late irregular 
5 acceſſion of ſettlers, the frequent change of ſervants, and 
the various ſucceſs of manufactures. The native inhabi- 
tants are few in compariſon with the ſtrangers who have ſet 
tled lately. There are many of the former who are able 

to trace their anceſtors back for ſeveral generations; and, 
in particular, there is one family, who without any change 
of circumſtances, unleſs what has neceſſarily been produ- 
ced by the gradual and ſlow operation of time, now inhe- 
rit the ſame ſpot cultivated by their forefathers, prior to 
the æra of che Reformation, 


j * 
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The 


Thoſe who are curious about inveſtigations of this ſort, may from 
che. above account, and the different enumerations given of the inhabitants 
of Liff, inform themſelves pretty accurately of the ſtate of its population 


"from 1650 to 1753, and from thence down to 179%, including 1 | period of 
no __ than'r42 years. 
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nants, and a few females, houſeholders, make 
up the rocntnder; PG to about = 0 


Marriages, on an average of 6 years, ending January 
1792, according to the record of the kirk · ſeſſon, amount - 
ed to 15; ; .daptiſms to 58; and burials to 29. In caſes 
of marriage here, it often bappens, that the man is far 
les advanced in life than the woman he marries. The for- 
mer depends much on the experience of the latter, and 
generally too on the favings of her induſtry, to enable him 
to begin with ſome comfort 2 married life : This diſparity | 
of years happening on the fide of the woman, muſt noe 


be  bindermoe to population . rapes e ol bam 0 


e 210 13 6 il; 


* The regiſter of baptiſms el in ſo populous a diſtrict as this, 
is not to be conſidered as giving an accurate account of the births i in it. 
Children | 


108 


"ou, Arriculture, & 2 Je th TT varies i in Wear pl 
ces, but in general that of the higher grounds is 10 


4 


mixed with fand, and has ſometimes rock for its bottom, and. 


ſometimes mortar. The lower grounds are either of a black 
foil, inclining to loam, or of clay. At preſent upwarils of 


2000 acres are divided into I2 farms, none of them contain. 
ing leſs than 100 acres, and one 400 nearly. The remaining 
grounds in the diſtrict, allowing for about 400 acres plan. 
tation, and perhaps even more for, roads and , moor or. 

waſte, particularly towards the extreme boundary on the 


north, are for the moſt part occupied by ſmaller tenants, or 


by feuars. Some of the more conſiderable farms have |; 
rented of late at two guineas an acre ; but one half of theſe 
being either liferent tenures, or held upon old leaſes, the 


medium rent of the whole cannot be eſtimated higher than 


Z from *. 1, 58. to L. 1, 10s. Smaller holdings riſe in va- 
hne, f in Fame to their i to EH thoſe eſpe- 
fu 6 be) aa : 


Children has; are e til * or - dis anbegtivns, « are never — a þ in 
_ the public regiſter ; beſilles, there are parents, who fometimes from ne- 
gle, and ſometimes frem:parſimony,do-nat inſert in it their childtens 
names, and by Diſſenters this duty is often omitted entirely. Some allow- 


ance may likewiſe be neceſlary reſpect ing the deaths here. Many erfons 


| from other quarters having ſettled: of ie earns in this diſtrict, fome of 
| theſe after death ate conveyed tö the patilties dente they Udine, and 
dthers are interred privately in the: neigibburing ebureb · yard of Logic; 


Which appertaigs.to theſe united pariſhes, hyr has become mare. the bu 
rial place of people from Dundee. And in all caſes, unleſs the mortcloth 


here be called for, (which i is ſometimes prevented, in the inſtance of bu- 
rials at Logie, by private mortcloths being 'kited cheaper in Dundet,) 
no mention is made in the record of the perſons deceaſed. | The'hurging- 


ground in each of theſe united pariſhes is ill kept ſacred for the recep- 
tion of the dead; but the church-yard of Liff, andnext to it, that of 
Logie, are moſt frequently uſed. Very few in compariſon are buried in 
Bervie, and in Lovergoutie not above two burials on an * will hap- 
po | in the year. 


1 


r 


rr n, hn roy 
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en ri 3611108 963 Ar 
cally, that: are ci fend yo a e to an Et rious 


and poot fanily,, and which conſiſt only of a boule, and 


ong or 0 more acres of land. According| y, while the village 
acres about Lif and. Bervie, upwards of 4 miles from mar- 
ket, pay a rent of L. 2. a- year, thoſe of far inferior quali- 
ty in Locheye and Milebouſe, (fo. called to mark the di- 
ſtance, from Dundee), originally feued between 173 5 and 
1140 at 10 8. an Acre, yielded ſome years ago L. 3 feu-duty ; ; 
and in one place ace adjoining the late turnpike-road, they now 


| give I. 5; or ar 8 As the ſame lite of road paſſes t throu gh 


» I way 


the leſs inhabited quarter of this diſtrict o on the north, 4 
conſiderable tract of ground i in the firath or valley r mention- | 
ed, there, which, for the moſt part, is how rated only y at. a- 
bout 10s. the acre, may be expected in time t to "rife it in 
value. 5 Tbe fituation i is precifely fupilar to, that 115 Loch- 
eye, but farther removed from market, and the lang in . 
general ſeems f more ſuſceptible « of improvement, and c uli. 


vation. 8 
3 F IR nend 5 


Tue * = cropping: 5 5 ho. ſuppoſed, to va- 
ry, according to the difference of ſoil and expoſure; but 
even, where. theſe are the fame, one fixed and uniform. 50 
tation is not yet adopted. On one or two farms, where a 
regular mode of cultivation is going forward, the ſucceſſion 


of crops is as follows: , Oats,; 24, Fs allow; 3 3d, Wheat; 
4, Turai and ;potatoes.3, Sr, Barley, with. gra-keeds ; ; 
and, Igel, two gears gra, cut the, firſt year and paſtured | 
the next. Pint and Ppeaſe make ſometimes a part of che 
green erop. hut, in general, not much af either is ſoun. In 
the e ſoil, re » 2 large Proportion gf this Sf 


3 | towards 
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1 pat. ime 15 generally preferred, and 1: 18 brought fonderin 
; EL te county of Fife, and landed” at  Inyergourie, . 
ſides the dung made on their farms, "tbe Fatthers Are oftet 
4 obliged to get an additional ſupply from Dundee! and 
every peng of : a cart and pair 'of horſes from ene, coll 
1 them no leſs than 1 8. 6 d. exclubve' of to" ahd Earriage 

| The belt improved land here rarely yields above 10 bell 
of wheat or any other grain the acre.  Thitane 

| deed occurred of much higher returns than this,” but they 
are too rare to be conſidered as a ſtandard by Which to ell. 
0 the produce in general, A 'confiderable part of the 


ny 


12 | 8 I Ren remain long ir in graſs for paſture or gra- 
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5 zin 1 hoſe that are let for this putpöle are rouped an- 
! 8 . 314 ff — 
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| uſe : At the ſame time,” From the late gene enteral ſpeculation 


have their ploughs' faſhioned after the moſt approved mo- 


plough, unleſs the occaſion renders the addition of one or 


looked upon as uſeful both in reſpect to profit and conve· 
nience. There are 5 corü-mills, a flour:mill, a ſnuff. mill, 

and three mills for cleaning yarn. "Thirlage | and kain are 
ſtill continued by or ſome lands, but theſe ſeen the only 


reg north and ved, mY in the [ny moor of Lif 


444 14 


"England, an ometimes acroſs the Tay fr rom the 


J. 


es have | in. 


{? Ne 


diſtrict is encloſed with flone feces, but few 6f the enclo. 


The Scotch plough, with amendments, is in commn 
and improvements o this uſeful machine, it has become 


more than ever an object of attention both here and in the 
neighbourhood, and many farmers are "at great pains to 


dels. It is the practice to employ two horſes i in each 


more neceſſary. Two threſhing machines have been ered. 
ed for ſome time; they go by means of horſes, and are 


bao n | / | : gen exactions 
* ; / J 
« Ne | : 


ion 
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ceaftions of which the farmers and ſmaller 1 tenants have to ; 


418-97 EN — 


comp plain. 


pe dulber of drug horſes about we and & theſe 
not above a dozen or fifteen may be ſaid to be kept for 


convenience, or for any purpoſe but that” 'of huſbandry. 
Very few horſes are bred here or in the country around, 


and accordingly their price has advanced beyond all former i 
erpectation. Forty pounds Sterling i is now conſidered as a 
very moderate price for a pair of ordinary cart-horſes, and 5 


they are ſeldom te be had for leſs than fifty. Milch cows 
are very numerous, every family almoſt, whether with or 


without land in their poſſeſſion, having one or more of 
them, No attention is paid, eſpecially by the poorer fort | 
of people, to their breed, and in general they are of a di- 


minutive fize. Their number may amount to 382. In 


Locheye and Milehouſe alone there are about 117 for the © 3 
uſe of the families in that quarter. But neither there, nor 
in one or two places more of this diſtrict, are the cows and 
| horſes maintained by the produce of the land in poſſeſſion ; 
of their reſ pective owners. A very conſiderable ſhare of 


the proviſion neceſſary for them is purchaſed from the 
neighbouring farmers, who find it their intereſt often to 


anſwer demands of this ſort, by expoſing to fale i in diffe- 
rent lots, one or tnore fields of ſtandin g corn, graſs, or tur- 
nip, as they can beſt ſpare of each. In this way it happens, 


that in ſome years a conſiderable quantity of oats and bar- 


ley is brought from neighbouring pariſhes into this diſtrict, 
but this is nothing equivalent to the different Kinds of 
grain, and of barley eſpecially ſold out of it. The yearly 


amount of what is thus diſpoſed of, cannot be accurately aſ- 


certained; it is, however, certain that, unleſs in years of 
extraordinary ſcarcity, this diſtrict will do far more than 


lupport itſelf. Beſides, there are ſeveral portions of land 


aow lying waſte and neglected, which, if properly impro- | 


ved, 
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5 ved, would OH, ipdemnify both the pn" 2 trouble 
There are a good number of calves reared, and fome catth 
alſo are fed for the market; but this practice is by no mean 
| univerſal. The market. town is Dundee, where there is; 

1 ready { fale, for grain of every ſort, bay, milk, butter, cheeſe, 

: poultry, Ge. And to thoſe who have not the means of 
5 ſubſiſtence within themſelves, every article except potator: 
1 as high as in Dundee, where the expenſe of living ha 

9 increaſed of late, with the induſtry and wealth of the inh. 
5 bitants. It is a pleaſure to lay, that the principal farmer; 
are in general accommodated with good houſes, but the 
dwellin of the ſmaller tenants, and indeed of the great 
bulk 4 the iohabitants, are as yet bY re a for 
5 bealth or comfort *. . 


Mt eee ui diſtri, bias ſe yeral portions of it 
being let in crofts or ſmall poſſeſſions, is highly favourable 
to the eſtabliſhment and growth of manufaftures. Hence, 
in every hamlet within its bounds, as Liff, Bervie, Den- 

head, &c. the weaving of linen cloth has become the 
principal employment, But the quarter which is. both the 
moſt populous, and contains the greateſt number of manu- 
facturers, is that ſirip of land, which having on the ſouth the 
| hill of Balgay, and forming with it a narrow valley, is com. 
prehended pader then names of Locheye and Milehouſe. The 
Ful 


| | They are kept however neat and clean, and lis taſte may ſoon lead 
} | to ſubſtantial improvements. The common wages of a pl ,yghman, from 
| | L. S to L. 10 a. year, either with his victuals in his maſter's houſe, or 2 
pecks of oat-meal a- week, and a proportional quantity of milk for ſubſiſ. 
| tence by himſelf. The wages of women-ſervants, L. 3, including 601 
b- | ties or preſents, which however are ſtipulated for. The hire of a day. 
| labourer from 9 d. to 18. with his victuals; but for two years paſt, it has 
riſen beyond this, owing chiefly to the contre & work done upon the new 

cal leadipg from Perthſhire through is county. 
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peculiar tracts of this ſpot to Hanafaarwss; beſides R its 
being in the country, and at a convenient diſtance, either for 
carrying what they can ſpare to market in Dundee, or for 
bringing neceſſaries from thence, are theſe : I/, The pro- 
miſe of a fixed reſidence, almoſt the whole land having 


been ſubdivided into ſmaller feus and poſſeſſions, a fami- 


ly, according as they are able, may either purchaſe or rent, 
what will ſerve for a commodious habitation. 24, Every 
web of cloth, as ſoon as it comes from the loom, may here 
be diſpoſed of, without the trouble and expenſe of convey- 
ing it for ſale to a diſtance. The firſt merchant weavers 
were, a family of the name of Coock, who continue ftill in 
the ſame line, with much credit and advantage to them- 
ſelves, and to whoſe induſtry and example this diſtrict is 


principally indebted for its preſent flouriſhing condition. 


But 34, What above\every other advantage has tended to 


Milehouſe weſtward, through Locheye, and furniſhes a ſup- 


. ply of water for boiling and bleaching, as much as is ne- 5 


ceſſary of the cloth manufactured in the diſtrict. Theſe 
cauſes combined, point out Locheye and Milehouſe as a 
highly convenient ſtation for manufacturers. The houſe- 
hold linen made in this diſtrict is not worth mentioning, 
and the number of Oſnaburghs is comparatively ſmall. 
The ſtaple manufacture 1 is coarſe linens, which are carried 
to London, ſome of them for conſumpt in Britain, others 
lor exportation. They are named from their breadth, 
as yard wides, 3 quarter wides, and wide thin linens, and 
the price of each ſort is regulated by the quality of yarn 
of which it is made, according to the market. A very 
{mall proportion of the yarn made uſe of, is ſpun in this diſ- 


tn, though ſeveral women apply themſelves to it; every 
Vo. XIII. | P weaver 


enhance the value of this ſpot to manufacturers, and without 
which it might have remained ſtill in its original unim- + 8 
proved ſtate, is a ſmall brook or ſtream, that paſſes from 
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| weaver being for the moſt part ſupplied with that article 
from Dundee. Some of the cloth manufaQured is ſold by 
individuals at firſt hand, at Dundee and Inchture ; but the 
quantity thus ſold does not amount to more than is pur. 
_ chaſed by the merchant weavers in this diſtrift, from neigh. 
: bouring pariſhes, who, therefore, may be ſaid to deal to the 


e e xtent of the whole cloth manufaQured here. # The mer- 


chant weavers are 5 in number, and are themſelves included 


in the liſt of operative manufacturers. All of them, one 


| excepted, who buys to the greateſt extent, diſpoſe of their 
whole ſtock either in Dundee or Perth, or Cupar of An. 
gus, preferrin g a ſmaller gain at home, to the riſk of a 
greater 1 in the hands of correſpondents at London. Almoſt 

half of their cloth is bleached before it is ſold, and of late 


5 they have adopted the method, of what is termed here dry- 


2 Bleaching, which is nothing more than after boiling the 
cloth in water, mixed with a due quantity of pot-aſhes, to 
| waſh the lees from it, and leave 1 it to whiten on the ground 
by the action of the ſun and weather, without, as former 
1y, ſprinkling water upon it. The cloth by this means is 
equally well bleached, and much labour as well as expenſe 
is ſaved. The following is a pretty accurate ſtatement of 
. the webs manufaQuured i in one year, and the prices at which 
they are commonly ou by the n urers. 
Webs. 5 185 Price 
3600 yard wides, | and 3 quarters wides, : 
at L. 2, 10 8. the web, L. 9500 


550 yard wides, | at L. 2, TIS. 1430 
150 3 quarter wides, at L. 3. FS Ds” 450 
60 ditto, . at L. VV - | 240 
300 Oſnaburghs, at L. 3, - 5 goo 


| 4860 L. 12,520. 
OR... 10 


houle 


being fit for ſhirting and many important uſes, the profit at 


ſecond hand is more conſiderable than that on the green or 
unbleached. Conſiderin g the number of weavers who are 
houſeholders, arid that ſeveral among them keep tor 2 
ſervants, or more properly apprentices, it may perhaps be 
expected, that a third more cloth at leaſt ſhould be manu- 
factured in the year within this diſtrict. In reply, this much 
may be obſerved, that ſome of theſe houſeholders are at an 
advanced period of life, that the greater part have more 

or leſs to do of rural labour on their ſmall poſſeſſions, and 

that many quit their own employment entirely, and en- 
gage with the neighbouring farmers, in the time of harveſt. 

It would tend greatly to promote and encourage manufac. 
tures here, were a ſta mp- office eſtabliſhed as at Inchture . 
and e * e 


ee this head may be mentioned a tem- 
ple, called Druidicial, meaſuring in circumference about 43 
yards, A Roman camp, as deſcribed by Maitland in his 
hiſtory of Scotland, which, from its vicinity to the frith of 


Tay, he conſiders as having been one of thoſe which, ac- 


cording to Tacitus, In vita Agric. contained occaſionally 
both the land and ſea forces. There were obvious traces 


of this camp remaining a very few years ago, which the 
plough has ſince entirely effaced. The ſpot, however, is 


ſtill diſtinguiſhed, being known by the name of Catter 
Milley, evidently a corruption of the words guatuor mille, 


meaning thereby to expreſs either the number of troops 
aſſembled i in this fortreſs, or the diſtance of the encamp- 


ment 5 


The number of looms employed i in this diſtri, amounts to 276; _ 
preatices and ſervants to 104. | 
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of the above cs. 28: 30 were bleached, and i in that tate 
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ment from ſome other ſtation. Within the ehiiitlts; of this 
diſtrict on the eaſt, is a place named Pitalpie or Pit of Al. 
pin, from its being the ſcene of that memorable engage. 
ment in the ꝙtii century, between the Picts and Scots, in 
which the latter were routed, and Alpin their king, with 
many nobles, ſlain *. Near to the preſent church, and im. 
mediately within Lord Gray's incloſures, are ſome remains 
of the foundation of a caſtle, long known in the country by 
the name of Hurly Haukin. It is now impoſſible to judge 
with any certainty of its original dimenſions, but it has evi. 
: dently been of confiderable ſize and ſtrength, and ſurround. 

ed on all ſides, except the north, by a pretty deep natural is oft 


foſſé. In digging about the remains, burnt aſhes were found varie 
and an iron ſpur, of the kind long ago worn. It was built ay! 
by Alexander I. King of Scotland, and the hiſtory of it ol fo 


50 tends to throw * on men ancient ſtate of this diſtirct +. | coun 
Invergouis l 


* The King's s head, Ln ok being faſtened. to a pole, was 
carried by the enemy to Abernethy, at that time the molt conſiderable 
Pictiſh town, to be expoſed there to public view; but his body, according 
to tradition, was buried at Pitalpie. On the top of a little hill eaſt of 
Pitalpie, is till to be ſeen a large ſtone, called The King's Croſs, having 
a hole in the middle about a foot deep; as the Scots were encamped, it 

is ſaid, at no great diſtance from the Tay, the King may have fixed his 
ſtandard i in this ſtone. Not very remote from this is another little hill, 
in which were diſcovered eight or ten graves, having the bottom, ſides, 
and top of flag-ſtones. The head of each 2 was due weſt. The 
bones mouldered away on being touched. | 


+ Alexander, according to the cuſtom in thoſe days, havinga, Jem 
tion made him at his baptiſm, by the Earl of Gourie, his godfather, of 
the lands of Liff and Invergourie, no ſooner ſucceeded to the throne, than 
he began to erect this palace, as Fordoun calls it. He was not however 
long permitted to remain in it without being diſturbed. Some of his fol- 
lowers or attendants from Mearns and Murrayſhire, having joined in 2 
conſpiracy to leine on his perſon, the plot was diſcovered, in the moment 


they 
1 


lt 


| 


hs were 8 to * the doors of the ieee in the nigh, 57 | 
the King, aſſiſted by his chamberlain Alexander Carron, the, ſon of that 
Carron whom Malcolm III. had diſtinguiſhed by the furname of Scrim- 
geour, and preferred to the office of carrying the royal ſtandard, happily 


effected his eſcape; Embarking then at Invergourie, he directed his 
courſe to the ſouthern parts of the kingdom, where he raiſed-a great force 
in order to repel and, puniſh this inſurrection. But before proceeding 
in his expedition, he founded, as a tribute of gratitude to God for the late 


deliverance and protection he had experienced, the church of the 


monaſtery of Scoon, and made over to that church in dotem et glebam, 
the Lands of Liff and Invergourie formerly aſſigned to him as a preſent 


Hiſt 


® Vide Boeth. Hift. alſo Archbiſhop Spottiſwood, and Forbes on Tithes, 


The two latter agree in one account, which is evidently copied from - 
Boece, but, with very great inaccuracy: They make Boniface to have 


landed at the mouth of a ſmall river, dividing Angus from Mearns, 


A. D 697. ; whereas Boece points clearly at Invergourie as the landing 
| Place, mn mentions the act as having happened about A. D. 620. 


e e as place of Chriſtian worſhip; i is'of remote 5 
antiquity, and perhaps the moſt ancient on this ſide tke 
Tay. The firſt church was built by Boniface *, a legate or 
miſſionary, on his landing there with ſome attendants from 
Rome, during the th century. The ſame perſon pro- 
ceeding into the interior parts of Angus, founded other 
churches. The walls of the church of Invergourie, uſed in 
later times, are fill very entire; but they indicate no ſupe- 
rior. antiquity: or workmanſhip,. and are probably thoſe o 1 
a fabric. leſs: ancient than the firſt. The church-yard is 
on an eminence of a ſingular ſhape, which, on one ſide, 

is often waſhed by the Tay; and ſome people, from the 7 
variety of mould dug up, have conjectured, that the whole 
or greater part of this eminence may have been compoſed 

of forced earth. We ſhall finiſh this article, with an ac- 
count of a ſubterraneous building diſcovered a few years 
ago. near Lundie ORs which, it is believed, will be ac- 
Fer ee 
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by the Earl of Gourie. Vide Fordoun's Sco. Chron. alſo Buchan. 
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ceptable to many readers, | This building n 
in a field that had long been under culture; and often hai 


᷑reſiſted the plongh, in paſſing along the ſpot under which 


it reſted. In digging this ſpot, to remove the ſtones which 
occaſioned ſuch interruption, they were found in genera 
to be of a ſurpriſing breadth 3 but at the ſame time, either 


violently rent aſunder, or diſturbed in their poſition by 


the frequent intercourſe and collifion of the plough. And 
it appeared on their removal, that theſe ſtones had been in. 
duſtriouſly brought hither, and ſerved to cover certain ar. 
tificial receſſes or buildings, which now diſcovered them: 
ſelves. Among theſe different buildings; which are to be 


© conſidered as compartments of one and the ſame fabric, lay 


one of them at a ſmall diſtance from the others, but con: 


nedted with each by a paſſage or communication about two 


or two and a half feet wide; and it was diſtinguiſhed alſo 
by its ſuperior ſize and dimenſions. This principal com- 
| partment was about 6 feet in breadth, 12 in length, and 

in height ; the walls and floor were of ſtone. It extended 

in the direction nearly from eaſt to weſt, and befides the 
paſſages already mentioned, leading from it to the other 
compartments of the building, was furniſhed with one to- 
wards the ſouth, peculiar to itſelf, and ſuppoſed to have 
been the main entrance. The whole of this ſtructure was 
extremely rude. Many of the ſtones that compoſed it, in- 
ſtead of being laid flat, or in ſuch a way as accords with 
{kill in the art of building, were placed endwiſe in the 
walls. There were no arches, though the ſeveral compart- 
ments required them ; the upper courſe on the walls on 
each ſide was of large ſtones, with their ends projected in- 
wardly, and the opening or vacuity between covered all 
the way, with others of a correſponding breadth. At the 
ſame time, conſidering that no mark of any tool or inſtru- 


. ment was to be ſeen, and that no mortar of any kind had 
bee 


been 1 
unity 
ying f 
placed 
ſo litt 


placed ſo irregularly with reſpe& to one another, and with 
ſo little appearance of regard to order or method, unleſs in 


querns or hand-mills, about 14 inches diameter, which, as 


tre of ſome of theſe querns was faſtened a ſmall bit of iron * 


building was cloſed up, it was minutely reyes by the 
ate Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes tc. 


* Ceſar Comment. lib. 5. c. 12, Utuntur (Britanni) aut ere, aut ta- 


plumbum album in Mediterraneis reg ionibus, i in maritimis ferrum. 


+ Subterraneous buildings of the ſame kind are reported to have been 
accidentally fallen upon in this neighbourhood, in particular, in the pa- 
riſhes of Aughterhouſe, Foulis, and Tealing. And it is the vulgar opi- 
pion, and by 1 improbable, that there are others beneath a particu. 


har 
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heen uſed, the wall were Aang put together with much 
unity and compactneſs. The building ſtood on the ſhel- 
ying fide of a rock, but the different compartments were 


ſo far as that each ſhould communicate with the larger 

and principal one, that nothing could be inferred from 
their relative ſituation to one another. On the compart- 
ments being firſt opened, all of them were filled with a 

rich black mould, which, whether it had been purpoſely | 

| depoſited there, or in the courſe of generations paſt, had 
infinuated itſelf from the ſurface above, through the cover- 
ſtones not being entire, and having been diſturbed by the 
plough, cannot with certainty be determined. But upon 

| removing this earth, were obſerved the remains of ſome 
burnt matter, and ſeveral fragments of bones, ſo ſmall as 
rendered it impoſlible to aſcertain whether they belonged 
to the human body or not; likewiſe were found ſome _ 
they appeared to be much worn, had no doubt been uſed 
tor grinding corn of ſome kind, although they had been — 
made with ſo little dexterity, that it is not eaſy to conceive 
how they could have anſwered that purpoſe. In the cen- 


ſhowing the handle to have been of that metal. Before this 


 Ecelfaſtca = 


leis, ferreis ad certum pondus examinatis, pro nummo. Naſcitur ibi 
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feet bn foot to build a Seceding meeting houſe in this diſtrid 


EO and raifing NE Nog this propoſal was at length cat 


KY 2 of the people, they ſplit into two parties, the one for 


"x0 minifter. Some points in queſtion by the latter, wete 
long and zealouſly contended for at law, and che conteſt ſub- 
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— Srate.— During the 1on 8 and. intricate pro. 
oſs about the right of patronage to Bervie, previous ti 
the admiffion of the incumbent May 1785, a propoſal wa 


"ny 


And after incredible pains beſtowed in gaining proſelyte 


ried into execution. A place of worſhip and dwelling 
| honſe were efeRed, and ſoon a paſtor was called. But not 
3 long after his ſettlement, ſome proceedings of his own dt. 

 &y againſt him not meeting the general ſatisfaction and 


| ſupporting the clergy's ſentence, the other the right of the 


| fiſted with no ſmalt prejudice to the peace and morals d 
many concerned, till lately, that a compromiſe took place, 
on the miniſter reſolving to withdraw from his charge. A 
| ſucceſſor to him is not appointed; and in this fituation of 
things, the number of that communion in the diſtri can: 
not preſently be aſcertained. According ta the beſt advice, 
they never exceeded 120, and of theſe a few families have 
been always Seceders. They now fall ſhort of this 2. 
mount, as ſome of them, in conſequence of the late differ- 
5 ence, have returned to the Church. There are three ot 
four families of the claſs of Independents, and but a few 
individuals of any other ſe& or perſuaſion. The inhabi- 
tants at Milehouſe frequent divine worſhip, eſpecially i in 
the winter ſeaſon, at Dundee, but all attend their own 
church at the. miniſtration at the Sacrament. | | 
| Obur ch, 


lar ſpot in this diſtrict which yet remain to be explored, When time or 
accident ſhall lay theſe open, it is to be hoped, that more light will be 
afforded the antiquary, for aſcertaining the origin and cauſe of theſe ſin- 


gular and hitherto neglected monuments of human workmanſhip and 
deſign. | 


* 


/ 
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| Church, Mans, Stipend, School, Poor, Ge. The preſent 
church fabric, except the aiſle, which in every view ought | 
either to have been raiſed higher or rebuilt, was erected in 
1774, to accommodate the inhabitants, and reſts nearly on 
the foundation of the former building. Either the founda- 
tions muſt have given way, or the maſon-work been 
lightly executed, as ſome rents already appear in the 
walls. When the bulk of the inhabitants refided in the 
weſt part of the diſtri, the fituation of the church was 
then more convenient. The manſe, which is placed a 
little way from the church, is alſo modern, and was 
built about the time when theſe pariſhes were united in 
1159-1760. It is a [handſome building, but the roof 
is much decayed, and the inſide work very ſuperficial, 
and by no means correſponding with the outſide appear- 
ance, It ſtands about 297 feet above the high water mark 
at Invergourie, and commands a varied and delightful pro- 
ſpect, comprehending the Tay in its courſe for ſeveral 
miles, with a well clothed, fertile tract of country on the 
one {ide of it, and the ſteepy boundary of Fife on the other. : 
The ſtipend is. 7 chalders victual, and money about L. 53 
Sterling, including L. 8, 14s. which is no part of the teinds 
of this diſtrict, but of a grant conjointly to two other mi- 
niſters and the miniſter of Bervie. The glebe and garden 
contain about 10 acres. Heritors, comprehending thoſe. of 
Logie pariſh, 9. The whole valued rent L. 6680 Scots. 
The average number of ſcholars at the parochial ſchool 
does not exceed 35. The fituation is centrical enough 


with reſpe&t to the whole diſtri, but yet not very com- 


modious for one or two places, which contain by far, com- 
paratively, the greater number of the inhabitants. Be- 
hides, the acceſs to ſchool from the weſt, is in a great mea- 
lure ſhut ap, and in winter the roads in every other direc- 


tion are to children almoſt impaſſable. To theſe cauſes, 
Vor. XIII. ä N 


ſeſſment for their maintenance. The funds for their relief 


723 Statifical Account 


the firſt of hier it were difficult to remedy, are chiefly to 
be aſcribed the low ſtate of the parochial ſchool, and the 
introduction of 5 private ones, for the moſt part indifferent. 
ly taught. At the former, the quarterly payments are, 
for Engliſh, 1s. 6 d.; for writing, 2 s.; for arithmetic, 24, 
money, and 2 bolls 14 pecks oat-meal ; as ſeſſion- cler, 
be receives L. 1: 15: 6, and about L. 3: 1: 6 more 

for baptiſms and marriages. The whole emoluments are 
too ine on ſiderable for a teacher of any merit and capacity, 
— With reſpect to the poor, there has never been any al. 


ariſe from the dues of mortcloths, proclamation of marria- 

ges, rents of a few ſeats in the church, money at intereſt, but 
chiefly from the collections at the church door. Beſides the 

number now on the roll, amounting to 12, there are ſeveral 
| families and individuale which wo occaſional ſupply. 


J Miſcellaneous Oded —The md anions are 
on the eſtates of Lord Gray and Colonel Duncan of Lun- 
die. Thoſe ſurrounding the houſe of Gray, are reckoned 
highly beautiful, and certainly do honour to the taſte of 
that accompliſhed nobleman, John Lord Gray, by whom 


"= they were laid out. The diſtrict abounds with what is 


here called freeſtone, but in ſtrata ; the prevailing colour 

is grey, inclining to blue. Some grey flate has been 
found, but very little whinſtone. A proper pier at Inver- 
gourie would be of fingular advantage for the importation 
of lime, and coal which! is the prineipal fuel in this quar- 
der. 
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PARISH or KENNOWAY, | 


(Coonry AND. Srxon. o Firx, Prksnrrkur or 
n 


ü By the Rev. Mr PATR1 ck WRIG ur. 


Name, Extent, c. 


"ENNOWAY is faid to take its name from its ſitua- 
IX tion. The church and village are built along the top 
or height of a very beautiful and romantic den; the fides 
of which are ſteep and rocky, and contain ſome caves, 
which the feuars and inhabitants uſe as pigeon-houſes. Of 
this particular ſituation, the name is ſaid to be expreſſive, 
Kennoway fignifying in the Gaelic, ©* The town above the 
*cave.” Its form is nearly an oblong ſquare ; its length 
from E. to W. about 3 miles; its breadth about 2. The 


church and village are e placed 1 in the 8. E. corner of the 
ſquare. 
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5 ſquare. The whole pariſh lies on a bank, aſcending | from 


$.10 N.: the proſpe& from almoſt every part is extenſive 
and beautiful, commandin a diſtin& view of the iſland of 
May, of the Baſs, of Inch Keith, of the ſhipping on the 
Forth, from which it is diſtant about 2 miles; of the coaſt 
8. of the Forth from Dunbar, to the W. of Edinburgh ; ; of 
the Lammer moor hills, &c. From the N. part of the 
pariſh, which reaches the top of the bank, there is one of 


the moſt extenſive views imaginable, taking in not only 


the forementioned proſpect to the S. but comprehending al. 
moſt all Fife, and a great part of the counties of Angus 
Perth, 2 the n mountains, cc. 


Golz cum. —The foil. is all arable, and generally fer- 

tile, conſiſting on the S. of a light loam, which in ſome 
places approaches to ſand and gravel, and on the N. of 
| loam and clay; the crops are both rich and early, particu- 
larly on the S. The air is dry and wholeſome, and many 


| inſtances of longevity have occurred of late. A woman 
died 14 years ago, who remembered to have ſeen Arch- 
| biſhop Sharp at the manſe of Kennoway, the day before he 
was murdered, Within theſe ) years, one died whoſe fa- 
mily believed him to be above 100.; another of 94 for 
certain, and ſeveral of 90. In the 2 houſes next to the 
manſe, there are 2 men living, the one born 1 in May 1695, 
the other in July 1700, the oldeſt of the. two ſtill enjent 
great health and Kron es. 


Minerals. —The village 3 is built of freeſtone, ben from 
the neighbouring den, but it is coarſe and ſoft, and ſoon 
moulders down with the froſt. The arc of good lone 

1s 


* They are both alive at preſent, May 1993. 
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is one of the diſadvantages under which this, and ſome of 
the neighbouring pariſhes labour. There are appearances 


of coal in ſeveral parts. Some of it was lately wrought ; but 


as the quality was not very good, nor the ſeam thick, and 
as there is great plenty of excellent coal in ſeveral of the 
neighbouring pariſhes, the mines that had been opened, 
were ſoon abandoned. After this it is unneceflary to add, 
that the only fuel uſed in the pariſh is coal, and that the 
great plenty of this moſt neceſſary article, with which the 

neighbourhood abounds, is one of thoſe advantages which 
it enjoys 1 in common with all the 8. . of Fife. 


e e to „Dr Webſter 3 nds the - 
population then was 1240. The number of the people and 
houſes, ſeems to have been nearly the ſame for centuries. 
In 1785, the whole inhabitants of the pariſh, (of whom the 
village contains about one half), amounted, from the age of 
going to ſchool, to 1200, of whom 800 atttended the Eſta- 


bliſhed Church, and 400 were Seceders. A Burgher meet- 5 | 


ing houſe was erected in the village, about 40 years ago, 
and all that do not belong to the Eftabliſhment, attend that 
meeting, except a very few of the Relief party, for there is 
not a ſingle perſon of another perſuaſion i in the pariſh. Ali 
the houſes are inhabited, none are allowed to go to ruin, 
and very few are known to have been built on a new 
foundation. About 20 yeas ago, and for ſome time be- 


fore, the village exhibited a very ruins appearance. A 


conſiderable malting buſineſs was formerly carried on in it; 
the great road, too, between the ferries of Dundee and 
Kinghorn, paſſed through it; but about 40 years ago, that 
buſineſs failed, and the road was carried 3 miles to the 


| weſtward. In conſequence of theſe events, the malt and 


brew ſteadings, which amounted ta 15 or 16 in the village, 
beſides 


126 auch Account 


DO RE” two or threw: in its near neighbourhood, becany the het 


_ uſeleſs, and ſoon fell into ruin: the whole, however, hay 
| been repaired or rebuilt of late, and are now inhabited by 


weavers and other trades people. There are at preſent, bu 
two brewers in the pariſh, keeping ale-houſes, none of which =P 
meal * 
can well be termed an inn. A . is 2 KEY 
the old line through the village, ws 
manſe 
5 We 3 what was Pl of the: nature i gots | 
the ſoil, little need be faid of the crops it produces. The 5 
greateſt part is encloſed or eneloſing, and every farm bean Be 
wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, beans, potato, and turniy, = 
| The ſoil of the greateſt part is particularly adapted to po. 85 y 
toto. That root is ther efore generally and carefully cul. wo 
ttivated. Nearly the whole graſs is ſown. The valued rent 4 85 
is L. 4442: 13: 2 Scots. The real rent of land, about __ 
L. 2400 Sterling. The rent of land roſe to a great height 723 
here ſeveral years ago: about 125 acres, that lie conti. Mi 
guous to the village, and had for ages been let to the inh. N 
bitants, at from 14 8. to L. 1, 8 s. the acre, were let 8 year loom, 
ago at L. 2 and L. 3, and the greateſt part at upwards of the P 
fl L. 4 the acre, For ſome years paſt, the form and faſhion quali 
of the plough has been perpetually changing. The wright ” the 
and ſmith ſeem now to underſtand their intereſt juſt as wel ling, 
as the button and buckle maker. The principles of thi mark 
_ uſeful inſtrument ſeem to be but imperfectly underſtoods the d 
yet; and till they be underſtood, the operation of taſte and 
faſhion, and art cannot be excluded. The plough in uſc it 5 


| preſent is ſaid to be Small's, ſomewhat improved, i. e. al 5 
tered. It was lately introduced from the coaſt of Angus, 14 
into the north ſide of Fife, and has become pretty general ure f 
over the eounty. It is drawn by two horſes, and held and 
managed by one man; the beam and handles are ſhort, 
the 


ave 


but 


Wh o been. : . Sap 


2 - ww 


the we and. moulboard are mode of iron its value | 
. 2 e YE *. | 
Stipend, School; FO So « conſiſts of 9 bolls 
meal and bear, and 5co merks money, amounting, with a 
glebe of 6 acres, to about L. 80 Sterling. The church and 
manſe are old, but were lately repaired. The King is patron. 
—The ſchool was rebuilt, and the ſchoolmaſter's houſe re- 
paired, 6 years ago. His falary, including a donation of 
L. 20 Scots, is L. 8: 6: 4 Sterling. His perquiſites about as 
much. He values the whole of his income at about L. 40 
Sterling. —Only 6 poor perſons receive alms at preſent, and 
the only fund provided for their maintenance, is the week- 
ly collections at the church. door, which are very ſmall ; 
there 15 not however, ©: travelling beggar in the pariſh. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —Every perſon almoſt that is 
not engaged in the labours of the field is employed at the 


loom. A confiderable quantity of coarfe linen is made in 


the pariſh, which is ſold brown, and ſome alſo of la better 
quality, which is bleached and ſold at the ſummer markets 
in the neighbourhood, to merchants from Edinburgh, Stir- 
ling, &c. at from 18. 6d. to 35. the yard. All are re- 
markably ſober, induſtrious, and economical, ſo that even 


the dearth of 178 3 had no viſible effect upon the pooreſt | 


and 


* Prices. and Were rn price "of de meat is from 5 a. 
to 64. a pound tron, at different ſeaſons of the year; of a hen, from 1s, 
2d. to 18. 4d; of butter, from 8 d. to 9 d. The wages of farm-ſervants 
are from 7 to 8 guineas for a man, and from L. 3 to-L.4 for a woman. 
The wages of a ſufficient day-labourer, 1s. 3 d.; of a a gardener, 18. 6 d.; 
of a wright and maſon 28. $ d. | 
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and loweſt of the Pepe; moth + was done for them by 
the heritors, yet all ſupported themſelves in their uſull Conta 
, manner,—Only one inſtance of ſuicide has occurred withit ACC 
the laſt 20 years, and not a perſon belonging to the parihi Pre! 
has been puniſhed for any crime or even been nn 

on e account a nas NY that Te”: sT 
| E of 


Pp i In 


xi 


Preſs. 


APPENDIX to Nowrs XI. p. 129. | 


ontaining ſome additional information, received after the 
account of a and TN was ”= to 


LIST of Vite built at Kingſton Port, or Speymouth, 


of Glenmore Timber, by Meſſrs Dodſworth me Of. 


hourne, * che 9 we 5. 


The brig Glenmore, burden 


The ſhip Ducheſs of Gordon, 
The brig Kingſton, 


The ſhip E ay, 


The ſloop Succeſs, = 
The ſhip Sally and Ann, 
The brig Speedwell, 

The ſhip Yucatan, 
The ſchooner Dzſpatch, 
The ſchooner Neptune, 


The ſchooner Good Intent, 


The ſloop Harriot, 


Ihe ſloop Friendſhip, 
The ſhip Lord Alexander Gordon, 
The Lady Charlote Gordon, 


The Margurs of Huntly, 


The Duke of Gordon, 
The Collingwood, 
The ſloop Jane, 


Pg 


Tons, 


- 0" 
ce 140 | 
. 350 a 

— 

e 

120 


260 
5 
70 


_ 


25 
e 
350 
180 
380 
5oo 
300 
4 


3582 


Atteſted by Thomas Seal, clerk to the Company. 
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NUMBER RI. 


UNITED PARISHES or ABERNETHY, 
| AND KINCHARDINE, FER 


(cobvrixs « OF Moniar, AND Invernzss ,, | SxN0D « or 
anden, PRESBYTERY « or ; AaEnveTRY.) 


: 15 By the Rev. M 7 Joux en * 


N amy E tent, Sol, | Surface, Climate, Gee. | 5 15 
Tag name is s deſcriptive of the Gituation of the 8 
with reſpect to the river Neth, being near the en- 
trance of it into the Spey. Abernethy, or the Inver, or 
termination of Nethy, is in Gaelic, Aberneich. The mean- 
| ing of the name Nethy, or Neich, is not known; that 
| of Kinchardine, or Kinie- chairdin, is the « Clan of Friends.” 


In what follow s, both pariſhes muſt be frequently men- 
Vor. XIII. e : ” 5 | tioned | 


* "Song! one half of it in the county of Murray, the other half i in the 
ſhire of Inverneſs. The middle part being in Murray, and the two ex- 
treme parts of it in Inverneſs-ſhire It is a little remarkable, that at the 
ſouth eaſt point of this pariſh, between Glenlochy and Glenbrown, the 
thires of Inverneſs, Murray and Banff meet; ſo that when ſtanding on 


the Bridge of Brown, one may throw a ſtone into any of the three coun- 
ties. 
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tioned under Ho name of Abernethy. It is x I: miles in 


length, and from 10 to 12 in breadth, and about 3o miles 


 fiom the ſea at Inverneſs, Nairn, or Findhorn. The ſur. 
face is very much diverſified with corn-fields, woods, and 
mountains. The foil is various; ſome parts deep, others 
thin and dry, ſome wet and cold. A ſtretch of about 
miles of low deep land and meadow, on the bank of the 
Spey, is often overflowed in times of floods. The Spey 
here runs ſmooth and ſlow, and of courſe the overflow is 
ſo too. Although many hundreds of acres are in this fi 
tuation, and would increaſe greatly in their value, if free 
of this encroachment; yet it appears doubtful if embank- 
ments could ſave the ground ; and ſtill more problematical, 
Whether the acquiſition would be worth the expenſe, which 
5 behoved to be very great, on account of the great height 
to which Spey riſes at certain times. What increaſes the 
difficulty is, the great body of water which, in time of 


floods, comes from the mountains in the Nethy and ſmaller 


rivulets, and which would come in behind the embank: 


ments; beſides, the proprietor has a great deal of land on 


the other ſide in the ſame predicament, ſo that double em- 
bankments would be neceſſary. The arable ground bears 
but a ſmall proportion to the uncultivated. A great pro- 
portion of the ſurface is covered with woods, much of it in 
bills, mountains, and rocks. The ground riſes towards the 


mountains, and the air and climate vary accordingly. 


Healthy every where. The people in general enjoy 
health to a degree that is not exceeded in many parts of 


the kingdom. Th» ſmall-pox is the only diſeaſe that is re- 


markably fatal. Inoculation is not general, though, upon 
5 the whole, ae prejudices againſt i it are much removed . 


River. 


Longevity. A Donald Cameron is 98,—A Marjory Grant tor. It i 
to be regretted, that ſuch perſons are obliged to beg or be ſupported in 
| | | their 
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in Rivers wal Tall —The only river of any * . 
es the Spey, is the Nethy, which, riſing in the high hills, 
r. interſects the pariſh, running through or near the fir- 
nd woods, for above 7 miles, and empties itſelf i into the Spey. 
rs In dry weather, it is very inconſiderable; but after rains or 

3 thaws, it ſwells ſo as to bring down looſe all the timber 
that is cut in the woods, either to the ſaw-mills or to : 
the Spey, whence it is ſent in rafts to the ſea at Gar- 
mouth. There are ſeveral lakes in Kinchardine ; the moſt 
conſiderable of which, is the oval baſon in Glenmore, near- 
ly two miles diameter. It is in the bottom of the glen, | 
ſurrounded with fir-woods, riſing gradually towards the | 
mountains. Here is a pleaſant ſcene in a fine ſummer day. 
In Glenmore likewiſe, there is a green loch, in extent about 
one acre, full of ſmall fat green trout. At the foot of Cairn- 
gorm, is Loch Aven, from whence the river of that name 
iſſues, containing plenty of trout, but dry and. e 5 
ones to eat. 


Coop and REIN one end of this loch, ſurround- 
ed with vaſt mountains, is a large natural cave, ſufficient 
to hold a number of men ſecure from ſnow, rain, or wind. 


rn, BY People often lodge here for nights, ſome from neceſſity, 
1 in others when hunting or fiſhing. It is commonly called 
the 


Chlachdhian, or the- Sheltering Stone.“ Of the whole 

range of mountains in view of the pariſh, the Cairngorm, 

(or blue mountain), is the moſt remarkable. Stones of va- 

lue are ſometimes found at and near it, but rarely — and 
1 | that 


their quarters by the neighbours, A James Stuart, keeper of the Duke of | 
Gordon's foreſts and game, is 93, a blooming, correct ſenſible man, and 
comes to church the coldeſt day in winter. The laſt incumbent, Mr 
William Grant, who was 60 years miniſter of the pariſh died in 3794s | 

aged 96; and Rodert Grant of Lurgg in 1772, 97 Journ old. | 
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5 Stat tical Account , 


1 that e by chance or accident ; at other times, by 
digging for them. Some pretend to know the vein where 
they may moſt likely be. It is an employment not 
: worth following. Numbers of ſtones of variegated co- 
lours, and regular fides, as if cut by the lapidary, are 

found above ground, particularly after thaws or floods, 
which waſh off the ſurface, but when examined, ſeldom 
worth any thing. Theſe high mountains, to the ſouth of 


the pariſh, occaſion much cold and froſt. Cairngorm is 


ſeldom free of {ome ſnow, any time in ſummer. On the 


tops of theſe high mountains, there is very 1 Vttle paſture, 


but a downy foggy cover on the rocks. The fir· woods ne- 


ver grow up the fides of theſe high hills, or approach the 


regions of cold, Cairngorm commands an extenſive view, 


N Sutherland, and Calthneſs, are ſeen from i it. 


W os and the . of * eee Rela a 


a cent; deal of birch and alder, there are two yery large 
| fir-woods in theſe pariſhes, almoſt meeting in one place. 
The fir-wood of Abernethy, belonging to Sir James 


Grant, is of great extent, and of an exceeding good 


quality, and very thriving ; but is kept from coming to 


a great ſize, by a conſtant manufacture, for about 60 


years backward. Before then, the making of deals by 
ſaw-mills was little known, and leſs practiſed. The firlt | 
and early method of making deals, was by ſplitting the 
wood with wedges, and then dreſſing the boards with the 
ax and adze. A high room in Caſtle Grant appears to be 


floored with deals made in this way, and never planed. 


The marks of the adze acroſs the boards are ſtill vit- 


ble, And theugh this floor appears to be of great au. 
tiquity, ſuch is the ſuperlative quality of the timber, that 
it may continue as ſound as it is now hundreds of years 
hence. This floor has another mark of antiquity, the 
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nails appear all to have: been made. by a Abe en, a- 
cording to the times; the bonnets being as broad as a+ 
ſmall halfpenny. After ward the country · people got 
the ſmall-framed ſaw, There being no demand for deals, 
neither did they know how to ſend them cut of the coun 


I try; the heritors took any thing they could get for the 
wood that was manufactured. It is not a very long time 


back ſince the Laird of Grant got only a merk a- year, for 5 
what a man choeſed to cut and manufacture with his are 
and ſaw ; people now alive remember it at 1 8. 8 d. aryear, | 

afterwards it came to 3 8. 4 d. and then the Laird of Ro- 
thiemurchus, commonly called Maccalpin, brought it up 


to 5 8. a-year, and 1 lb. of tobacco. Btigadier Ander = 


Grant, (who died in 1719), attempted to bring ſome maſts 
from his woods of Abernethy to London. But though-a 
man of great enterprize in his military profeſſion, did not 


| perſevere in this, owing to the many difficulties he bad 
to encounter, ſuch as the want of roads in the woods, ſkill 


in the country-people, and all kinds of neceflary mple- 
ments, About the year 1730, a branch of the York- 


building Company, purchaſed, to the amount of about 


L. 7:00 of theſe woods of Abernethy, and continued till a- 
bout the year 1737 ; the moſt profule and profligate ſet that 
ever were heard of then in this corner. This was ſaid to be a 


ſtock. jobbing buſineſs. Their extrayagancies of every kind 


ruined themſelves, and corrupted others. Their beginning | 
was great indeed, with 120 working-horſes, waggons, ele- 
gant temporary wooden houſes, ſaw-mills, iron mills, and 
every kind of implement and apparatus of the beſt and moſt 
expenſive ſorts, They uſed to diſplay their vanity by bon- . 
fires, tar-barrels, and opening hogſheads of brandy to the 
country people, by which 5 of them died in one night. 
They had a Commiſſary for proviſions and forage, at an 
n, N and, in the end, went oft in debt to the 
23 proprietors 


| proprietors and the country. But yet their coming u 
the country was beneficial in many  reſpeQs ; for, beſide of the 
the knowledge and kill which was acquired from then, 

| they made many uſeful and laſting improvements. They 
made roads through the woods. They erected proper ſaw- I. I, 
mills. They invented the conſtruction of the raft, as it i nethy 
at preſent, and cut a paſſage through a rock in Spey, with- 
out which, floating to any extent could never be at. Gl: 


| tempted. Before their time, ſome ſmall trifling rafts were ¶ aon © 


1 ſhape, and about the ſize of a ſmall brewing - kettle, 


the inſide, and a croſs-ſtick for the man to fit on; who, 
with a paddle in his hand, went before the raft, to which 


18 of theſe currachs in their employ at firſt, with which 


ſent down Spey in a very awkward and hazardous manner, M cardir 
10 or 12 dozen of deals, huddled together, conducted by a Ther: 
man, fitting in what was called a Currach, made of a hide, were 


broader above than below, with ribs or hoops of wood in 


his currach was tied with a rope. This rope had a run- 
| ning-knot or loup round the man's knee in the currach, ſo 
that if the raft ſtopt on a ſtone, or any other way, he 
looſed the knot, and let his currach go on, otherwiſe it 
would fink in a ſtrong ſtream ; and when, after coming in 
behind the raft again, and looſing it, he proceeded again to 
make the beſt of his way. Theſe currachs were ſo light, 
that the men carried them on their backs home from 
| Speymouth. There is one of them now in the pariſh of 
Cromdale below this. The Vork-building Company had 


they made little progreſs, till Mr Aaron Hill, one of 
their number, conſtructed the large raft, as it is at pre- 
ſent, conſiſting of two or three branders of ſpars in 
the bottom, joined end to end, with iron or other 
loups, and a rope through them, and conducted by two 
men, one at each end, who have each a ſeat and oar, with 
which mey Keep the raft in the proper Are. It 1 

Pleaſant 


CG Abernethy and 7 Kinchardine. = BY 


* 1. to fon aber of . going dunn at once; OY . 


des of them carry down variouſly, according to the quality of 
em, ne timber, from L. 10, L. 15, to L. 20 worth; and at an 
hey ¶ average, the expenſe of each raft to Speymouth, is about 
v. L. 1, 10s. At e there are 4 ſaw mills i in Aber- 

it i 3 | 4 


diner W e g years ago, the Duke of FW; * 
don ſold his fir-woods of Glenmore, in the barony of Kin- 
cardine, for L. 10,000 Sterling to an Engliſh Company. 


y 2 WT There were ſome inferior companies tried it formerly, but 
ide, WW were not ſucceſsful. It appears pretty certain now, that 


26 years; and it ought to be the wiſh of every well-think- 


and carry on their buſineſs in every department of it with 

much exertion and propriety. This was the oldeſt, the 
largeſt, and the beſt quality of fir-wood in Scotland, 
and the beſt accommodated for water-carriage to the 


n to Spey, by means of the loch before deſcribed, that is 
ght, in the heart of it, and out of which a river iſſues, that 
rom brings down even their maſts looſe to Spey, a diſtance of 5 | 
h of Nor 6 miles. The quantity of ſpars, deals, logs, maſts and 
had [hip-timber, which they ſend to Garmouth or Speymouth 
hich Bi yearly, is immenſe, and every ſtage of the proceſs of ma- 
2 of nufaQory, brings money to the country; generally once a- 
pre” ear, they ſend down Spey a looſe float, as they call it, of 
s in 


about 12,000 pieces of timber, of various kinds; whence 
they ſend it to England, or ſell it round the coaſt. For 
ſome years, they have ſent great numbers of ſmall maſts or 
yards to England to the King's yards, and other places, and 
It 1 have built about 20 veſſels of various burdens at Garmouth 
ar 


this Company will ſucceed in bringing away all the wood | 
within their contract, before their leaſe is out, which was 5 


ing perſon, that they may have profit in the end, as they 
do much good to the country. They are regular and juſt, 
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or Speymouth, all of Glenmore Ke, Among den 0 
is one now on the ſtocks, above 500 tons. Without doubt 
kheſe manufactures raiſe the price of labour and other arti. 
dles, and make ſervants for the farmer more difficult to he 
| got. £ The fir-woods of this country exceed all the natur 
fir-woods in Scotland put together, without compariſon 
Sir James Grant's woods of Abernethy, of many mils 
| circumference ; next, the Duke of | Gordon's, in Glen. 
more; then Mr Grant of Rothiemurchus's, who is ſuppo⸗ 
ſed to have more trees than either of them; then the Dukes 
again; after that, the Laird of M*Intoſh's in Glenfiſhy, 
all in a line, of about 20 miles in length, on the ſouth fid: 
of Spey, and all having the advantage of abundance of 
water to bring them to Spey. Beſides, Sir James Grant 
| has another wood, of an excellent quality, on the er fide 
155 of the country, on the 1 river Duinan „ | 


" Population —Accorting Dr Webſter" 8 report, the popu 


lation then was 1670, The exact number in this pariſh at 


preſent is 1769, of which 262 are below 7 years of age 


Births, at an — for 6 years paſt, 45; marriages, 10. 


4 


Produck Be State of Huſbandry —The animal produc: 


tions conſiſt of black cattle, ſheep, ſome goats and horſes 
The principal proprietor. does not encourage great {heep- 


farms, nor are there any large tracts laid waſte for uct 


flocks. It is computed, that two or three farms in Aber 
nethy which are wholly given to ſheep, and what the Eng 
liſh Company have in their own poſſeſſion in Kincardine 


without tenants, had about 200 inhabitants when let in 
| | {mall 


* Quadrupeds and Birds, Oc. Red. deer, roe, foxes, hares, moorfow, 
partridge, tarmakan, eagles, hawks, and the other birds common in the 
Highlands of Scotland, abound here, | 
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ſmall farms. However, the ſheep are greatly increaſed of f 
late years, and the farmers endeavour to keep as many cat- 
tle as formerly; fo that, like Pharaoh's kine the one con- 
ſumes the other. The ſheep are almoſt all of the black- : 
faced kind, though few have the breed genuine, but croſ- 
ſed. By the tenants increaſing their number of ſheep, and 
| fill ftriving to keep up their former number of black cat- 
tle, neither the ſheep can, be expected to be ſold fat, nor 
the cattle in. general in decent marketable condition ; by : 
which means they muſt always be ſold at prices inferior to 


what they would fetch if properly grazed; ; ſo that the pa- 
riſh in general is only a nurſery for raiſing lean cattle and 


ſheep, to. be fattened elſewhere . The crops here are, E 
barley, oats, rye, potatoes, chiefly the ſmall black oats z on 
ſome farms peaſe and a good deal of white oats. The 8 
crops here are often precarious, and frequently wilgive "E 


5 very ee . There are 1 5 EO 1n the 


_ pariſh | 
* The RR being ae half ſtarved i in the be; owing to having 


too many for the ſtraw, and ſent in ſummer to hills covered with ſheep, 
are often preſented to the drovers in Auguſt and September with the 


former year's hair on them, Such in the pariſh as do juſtice to tlieir 
cattle in ſtrawing them ſufficiently, and grazing them well in ſummer, . 
have very comely good cattle. But theſe are the feweſt, the tenants in 


general keeping their numbers of black cattle while the ſheep are in- 
ſenſibly increaſing around them. The promiſcuous paſturage of ſheep 
and black cattle is unnatural, and muſt be a loſing game; ; people 
ſee the error but do not mend it. This miſmanagement is not peculiar 
to this diſtrict; many neighbouring pariſhes and counties go on in the 
fame tract. While people follow the theep ſyſtem as they do, common 
ſenſe would ſeem to dictate to them, that they ought to let the whole hill- 
paſtuarge go with the ſheep, and only keep as many cattle as their in- 


land farms would graze properly in the ſummer. By theſe means fewer 


beaſts would exceed in value the preſent number. Few horſes are reared in 
this pariſh, and great numbers of ſmall ones uſed in it by the generality of 
the tenants, which takes a great deal of money yearly out of it, and which 
might be much remedied, if every farmer were to rear a foal every ſecond 
or third year, Proprietors ought to attend to this and encourage it. 


Vor XIII. : S 
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pariſh ir in any degree of i improvement : : On theſe there arg 


good houſes, offices, and ſome good encloſures, limed and 


prepared with green crops for graſs, which anſwers wel 
Peaſe grow well in limed fields here. | Theſe farms have 
.the advantage of the beſt climate in the pariſh. They 
are ploughed with Engliſh or Scotch ploughs, according ty 

the ground. Upon' theſe, there are good horſes, oxen, 
5 carts, and the other modern implements. The want of 
hard wood in the country is a drawback ; hecauſe, without 

It, there can be no durable inſtruments of huſbandry. There 
are ſeveral neat farm-honſes'built of late through the pariſh; 
but the farms themſelves in general are in no better ſtate than 
they were 100 years ago. The braes, or Highland parts 


3 of the pariſh, are not ſubjects for the modern improvement 


in huſbandry, but they might be much benefited by liming, 
the limeſtone and peats being near their fields f in one quarter 
but hitherto that has not been attempted. The abſurd ri 
diculous method of run. ridge ſtill takes place in a great part 
of the pariſn.— The produce of the pariſn is corn and po. 
tatoes; it never maintains its inhabitants, and often, when: 
failure happens in the crop, falls far ſhort ; ſome often 
buy meal for 6 months in the year. After a pretty exat 
calculation, it, is found, that only about 6 firlots of meal 
grow at an average of years, in the two pariſhes, for each 
perſon in them. It is ſhown thus; There are ) mills in 
theſe pariſhes, 2 of them ſuperior to the reſt; and, upon 
ſure informatian, computed, at an average of years, at 20 
bolls multure for each, 2. e. for both, 4:52 - .-. C0 boll 
5 ſmall pills, at 8 bolls each, „ 40 | 


| Total multure, | 8 
The apa here being the 33d part, gives the whole pro- 

duce, except ſeed and horſe corn, namely 2640 bolls. 
1 bol 


This 


the \ 


cattl. 
vant 


pro- 


boll 
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1 boll to each perſon, of the number of ioha- 


bitants, is "8 | the 5 | 3 ; | 1769 | 
1 boll to 1 0 5 * ws a tb Wi, : 
45 1653 boils. 


This hob what bheillida kt i to be given to increaſe 
the value of cattle, becauſe all depends on the returns from 


cattle ſheep, wool, a _ MEE, for paying rent, ſer- 


e common n livin g iangusge of the people, 
in which they converſe, do their buſineſs, and are inſtruct- 
ed, is the Gaelic z and the names of Pires, are all Gaelic 


| ones. = -y TR 


Rem and Heritors The. TE REY rent is 15 1553 168. 
Scots; z the groſs land- rent of the two pariſhes, befides the 
woods, is about L. 1 5oo Sterling —The heritors are two, 
Sir James Grant and the Duke of Gordon. The Earl of 
Moray has the ſuperiority of theſe lands in the pariſh, of 
Sir James Gront's, which are in the county of Elgin, 
one of the many inſtances of feudal abſurdity, which ſepa- 

rates the ſuperiority rom. the property. 


Stipends, Schools, Poor, Ig. —Sir James Grant of Gs 
is patron. The ſtipend is only . 643 2 proceſs of aug- 


mentation is now depending. The glebe about 5 acres f 


middling land. The manſe and offices lately repaired. 
The church of Abernethy is elegant, and the church 


af Kinchardine, 8 miles from Abernethy, a very good 


ſufficient plain houſe lately repaired; both church-yards 
well encloſed with a wall and hedge; and a belt of wood 
about 3 yards broad, —There are two ſchools in the pa- 


140 gut: Aeon 

nh, and. a extechilt from the Royal anch The pi 
rochial falary is 200 merks, and a good ſchool. * 
The Society's ſalary in Kinchardine is L. 9, and one 
of the beſt ſchool-houſes in the Highlands.— There is 10 
parochial fund for the poor, but the weekly collee. 
tions in the church, which will not exceed L. 6 a- year u 
an average, there being no refiding heritors. Theſe ca. 
lections are not ſufficient to buy ſhoes for the poor, for the 
half of the year. They live on the farmers, by begging 
from door to door. It is in this way the pariſhioners give 
their charity chiefly, which they do very liberally. To 
keep within bounds, the pariſhioners beſtow 100 bolls of 
meal a- year on the poor that beg, and other donations ſent 
to ſuch as, by age or infirmities, are confined at ſome home, 

This calculation is within the truth, and eaſily made: A 
family that gives regularly to ſuch objects, will, in the 
common way, conſume a peck of meal each week, which 
exceeds three bolls in the year to ſuch a family. This i 
a heavy burden upon the tenants, and calls upon heritor 

to contribute to their relief e Wk 


b Antiquities —Thete is a large oblong ſquare building 


near the church, called 9 Roy, or the Red-Caſtle, one 


fide 
” Wages, Fuel. 45 len ſervants 75 from L. 2, 108. to ; 3 in the 
balf year, women 18s. and LI, and ſome more; men labourers generally 
1s. the day; women, 6 d. when engaged for the day at peats, &c. 
| Servants are only engaged here for the half year, which is attended with 
great inconveniencies and much loſs of labour to the farmer, In ſhort 
there are hardly any regulations for ſervants in the north of Scotland, which 
- js ſeverely felt. The fuel of the pariſh is peat and wood, with which all, 
upon the whole, are well ſupplied ; tho” the caſting, winning, and leading 
of them, makes them much more expenſive than coals are to ſuch as have 
eaſy acceſs to them. Beſides, there not being ſuch a comfortable conſtant 
fire, there is much waſte of time, cattle, and carts in al the operations of 
them; and after a'riſk of being ill fired after all, or getting few of the 
hame, and theſe in bad order in rainy ſeaſons, 


count of 3 * 
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15 4. 355 the veer 2 20 b yards, the beighe bol 10. 11 55 ever . 
was roofed, as no loop holes, and only one entrance to the 


inſide. Neither 124445 nor tradition gi e lane ac. 


ele 
Bri +. 4 


ele way Tau el Men —The Ha” Jobe 
Grant, late Chief Juſtice of Jamaica, was a native of this 
pariſh. At Knock of Kinchardine, in the other extremity 
of the pariſh, was born in the 1700 John Stuart, common- 
ly called, and. well known by the name of John Roy Stu- 
art, His mother was 55 years old when he was born, 
The one of theſe gentlemen. was as remarkable for certain 1 
talents, as the other was eminent in the ſtation which he fo 
lately filled. John Roy Stuart, ſerved for ſeveral yeats as 
lieutenant and quarter-maſter in the Scots Grays, till the | 
year 1740, when he applied for, a company in the 
42d Regiment, which being denied him, he left the kKing- 
dom, went for ſome time to the continent, and after ward 
to France, where he died in the year 1752, only a captain. 
By theſe means, his talents were loſt to himſelf and to his 5 
country. He had education, without being educated; his 
addreſs and his figyre, ſhowed his talents to _ 0 | 

* He was a 5 in Gael and 2 


Roads and Bridges. —It was only about the year 1764 3 


when the preſent proprietor Sir James Grant entered to the 


| Eltate, that roads were begun in this part of his eſtate, called 8 
Strathſpey, which is about 30 miles in length. Since which 

period, he has made above 130 miles, when the whole is 
added together. The roads in this pariſh, are remarkably 


good, and going on yearly, by means of the ſtatute-la- 
bour, The great roads are made through theſe pariſhes 
by Sir James Grant and the Duke of Gordon, _ Croſs 


roads 


1 eattlieal Account 
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roads are now going on, which will prove highly ſervic ofthis | 
able. The Duke of Gordon: has made one unc ommaij of wod 
good ctoſs-road, from Glenmore to the Spey, for his Eng. plenty 
| liſh: Company. | "There i is one excellent bridge, built a0 of flax, 


25 years ago, by Sir James Grant on the river Nethy, at 
his own, expenſe, and 2 ſmaller bridges to the eaſt by him 
With ſome aſſiſtance "from the county of Invernels. An. 


ſiſtence 
which 
of this 


— other bridge is begun, on a very troubleſome rivulet, x near | Mi 
the church of Kinchardine © on the Duke of Gordon's s property, 

nerally 
with aſſiſtance from the county of Invernets. The heritors dt * * 
| = 8 of Inverneſs, aſſels themſelves, with much ſpirit pe erfon 
for bui building brid ges, Ke. which cannot indeed be ſaid for the 5 thei 

BR of the low parts of Elgin. Sir James Grant has ſob er 

1 4144 7 
| lately made about ) miles of a v very difficult and expenfire n I s 
kal from Caſtle Grant, paſt his own march i in the hills u ul erte 
horten the way, at leaſt to open new communications wilt WW nake 
5 NR and Elgin, and this at his own private : expetle *, 1 numbe 
"beer There : are no maufactures in theſe I chm. 
5 pariſhes, but that of wood, as has been already mentionel, make 
| A woollen manufacture, for Scots ſerges, ſtuffs, tartans, &c, their : 
might be tried with a proſpect of advantage in ſome part underl 
And yet, the people concerned in the trade of theſe towns, and the * R: 
numerous proprietors of the lower eſtates, ſeem to be in danger of forget- length 
ting to come forward to meet him. They have hitherto done nothing of the Spe 
their part of it; and while they continue ſo inactive, his great expenſe pected 
and labour will be loft. The time was when Highlanders were ſaid to be elimate 
averſe to have any roads made in, or to their country. But it is a little quainte 
ſingular to ſee the inhabitants of the weſt of Morray, who always pre- orata 
_ tended to ſuperior civilization to the. highland people, ſo outdone hers. this a f 
It i is hoped therefore they will come forward next ſeaſon to ſave their re. the lar 
putation. The advantages and ſatisfaction of the private roads here, and | lands, 1 
of the King's high road from Fort George to Perth, through the eaſt end leather 
of the pariſh, with its numerous bridges, are ſo many and ſo ſenſibly felt want 0 
when contraſted with the ſtate of the country ſome years 480, that it highlay 
> nnnovetary to take up room here in relating it. Fenn f 


of — Kinchardine. 7 ; 14 4 


ofthis ebuntryi where the woltlell hier" the ſpinning 
of wool very well for fuct? parpofes; and Gee thets is 
plenty of bool. Something of this/kibd/"al dhe fpinning 
of flax, would be of the gredteſt ſervice borp BG fub. 
fltence to poor pesple, and Keeping them” fröln begging, 
which tutnbers ate obliged to do för Wänk bf employment 
of this kind . eon i r ot tim zim 01 bywolls 


Lai 113 * gat Jin 1 87 131 10 10818 2 
Miſcellaneous Qbſprogtions.—The fize of the people is ge. 
nerally "FEY, Found j eig Wakes 5 feet 6, 5, and 10 in ches, 


h perſons; genera 7 Gagacious ang wall informed xegording 


to their ſtation; ; frugal and economjegl, and, i in general very 
ber. "There i is ho whiſky ſt ſtill i in the Parish, becauſe. there 
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tal crime, lince the d days ot of th e regality jurjſdictjon. % They : 
make hardy. clean, t tractable ſoldiers. When in the army; 


numbers of of them are excellent markfmen. Their chief, 4 


my tachment 1 is to \ Highland co corps, which Government vught 9 
* make always as as provincial as poſſible ; this would increaſe 


* their meachment, and their pur to a HOY that Went en 
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the * Raiſing of flax his been 3 is 1 buy: has not come ary! great * 
ret- length as yet, owing to ſeyeral cauſes. Several parts of the lands near 


| of the Spey, are very well adapted for ſuch. a crop; but it never can be e- 


ne pected to anſwer in the braes or highlands of che pariſh; the ſoil and 0 
be climate being totally againſt it. Furniſhing ſuch people as are unac.” 
tle quainted with the kind of crop; with ſeed, without any price paid for it, 
e. or at a very low rate, might, with proper directions given them, bring 
ere. this a greater length and do much good. The ,want of employment, and 
re. the large tracts of land laid under ſheep in many parts of the High- 
and . lands, has increaſed the number of beggars much. And if the price of 
end leather adyances a little further, beggars will not be able to travel for 
elt want of ſhoes; as they will not be able to get as much as buy them. Such 
t u highland ſhoes as the people here wear, have increaſed within theſe 20 
7 10 d. and 18. to 38. and 3 8. 6 d. the Ln he 
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7 144 d ey Hſe 
iß hari and en fond of ſeverity; an . 
n og”) ſpeak doſthem i in a diſcreet friendly maana 


ig th m Felt 


Government of late, in making their Highland Fencible 


_ of met Bb, 10 addition \ data in form. 
nnz 8 botfiderable part S kecbnd baltafions, if Government 
| ſhould need them; 140 all tecrüite "nt U "ealy; diſcreet 
E d mander, We 1 9 wo * . ulfion. Men ſo plex 

| lantiy g. 


the nation." "The people here are 1 to a degree that 


2 eh leptin. v 


fit ta command a Hig ne eee 


15 not 


and enconrage. them by 4 little Familiszity, and they 
ful, attached and obgdient. The vag 
bonds that are regruiteſl in eities and towns, gughit neverb 
be allowed to mix with them. The method adopted by 


provincial ches, is f Wile tueslure, and will ahſwer the en 
pidpoted. It is petiliar to this pariſh to Irs two heri 


ber Who Have got ach b Fiheible egi sst. The Dae © 
of Gcrdon ant Ws ines Grant, aa why have not ol r 


ralled them in three een and a few "days, but have each 


got, and ſo con tent when well uſed,” "cannot mils al 
giving ſatibfaction 5 "heit 6Mcers,”; and way be re! 2 lied c on b 


cannot be fu tpaſſed; amazingly attached to their King, be 


cauſe they like his character and his virtues, and chat he 5 25 
ood man. Political or religious fanaticiſm have got 00 5 

ts, | * ] 

g there; of courſe it is very eafy to live i in peace a ber 


em. There are no religious fectaries here, the pes at lea 


'$ ple being all of the Eſtabliſhed Church. Their language ate 


** 


their garb, their ſocial ſituation, their climate. and modes d Tp 
huſbandry, have kept them hitherto a people different it 192 


thers, 


g character and manners, from the inhabitants of the lon WM vue, 


country, 1 from being miſled by the doQrines of tho: WW what 
itinerant fanatics that. infeſt the coaſt. The poiſonous doc- . er hut 
trines of political pamphlet writers, have made no progreb 4 
among them; yet many of the people here ſeem oſten f fiene 


much diſſatisſied with their condition in ſome reſp f wor: 


* | | What 
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Wii Wut they complain of etielly is, . etho c 

4 letting their farms when their leaſes are ex ire 

Y feldoin that the tenants are called on to Teng 4.4 

"TO a few months of the term of removal, and thet kava, left 
2 years in ſuſpence, before they are ſettled with, and 
ny tried for ſome addition every year; and every year recel- 
by ving a ſummons of removal. The offers received are gene- 
5 rally kept private; and when they get a leaſe, it is only 
" for 1 5 or 19 years, which they think too ſhort. The ef. | 
bs fects of this method are very bad, both for maſter and 


tenant. For during the laſt 2 or 3 years of the leaſe, they 


ly are under apprehenſions of being g removed, and of courſe 
Ac plough up what they ought not, or would not, if they were . 
m. certain of continuing; and all this while, careleſs a about the 
nent repairs os their houſes and buildings. By theſe means, they 


either hart themſelves, if they continue, by renewing, or 
W their ſucceſſor if they remove, and the proprietors intereſt 
in either ers. | rene that while A are *. week in 


1h 

* neſs of aitha © | 1 Tn gd * 5 | 

ef Vor. XI. fs E906. e eee Gat 

t n0 DES . 
* The following or fone uch cls; if attended to, might be hyneicial 


both to maſter and tenants. 1/t, That tenants ought to be ſetled with, 
Pee at leaſt a year before the expiration of their leaſes, 24, That no ii. | 


lage, vate offers ought to be admitted at all. They are often, when inju- 5 
os of BW dicious, unſafe for the maſter and precarious for the tenant, Becauſe a 
4 tenant is at a loſs how to act, when he knows not what i is offered by o- 


thers, and of courſe may offer different times above himſelf. A pu- 
| blic roup would be fairer than private offers, becauſe then a perſon ſees 
thole what he is doing. Beſides that when people are preſſed by neceſſity, 
doc. or hurried by their paſſions, it is dangerous to rely on their offers. Tue 
Lk method of encouraging.people to offer privately or publicly upon each . 
gre other, is moſt hurtful to the very eſſence of Chriſtianity, by deſtroying 


tes friendſhip and good will, and introducing much ill will, revenge and 
pelt quarrels, It is common to hear of N threatening to offer for their 
What  _ neighbours 


ö parts: of the i have but doo much cauſe to 


nei ghbours poſſet 


14 : Stat Mica Account 


* 
Cattle re T6 people here, as well as in many 


| compli 


temper produced by theſe unlucky interferences, ſometimes lives longer 
than the leaſes. It is hard, therefore, to throw unneceſſary temptations 


in the way of people; and therefore what might remedy all this and 


anſwer better, is, 3h), That the maſter, after being well informed, and 
due conſideration of the nature, quality, climate, advantages and difadyan. 
tages of each farm, ſhould, ſet a ſpecific rent on it, as high as he think; 
it can bear, and then offer it to the poſleffor, and to none other, if he 


does not reject it, paying due regard at the ſame time to abilities, in. 
duſtry, character and principle; and if the poſſeſſor declines it, then 


to give it to ſome other proper perſon, who may think it worth that 


rent. 4thh, That when a proprietor gets good tenants, he ought to give 
two or three nineteens, with a certain riſe of rent at certain periods, 


> This would make their minds eaſy, and induce them to act with ſpirit 


Z reap the, 


becauſe of their having a pretty ſure proſpect that they or theirs might 
Fuits of their induſtry. Fifteen or 19 years leaſes are very badfot 
peoples circumſtances and induſtry; becauſe when an induſtrious man upon 
2 ſhort leaſe puts his farm i in the beſt order he can, he makes it the greater 
temptation for otheꝶʒ to offer for it and remove himſelf, There is ano- 
ther thing which the tenants of the principal proprietor complain al 
much, and whick they reckon a grievance, tho? it is only the conſequence 
of their agreement by their leaſes, that is, the paying for the building or 
| reparation. of church, manſe and ſchool-houſe. This was no doubt in- 


troduced in time of wadſets or mortgages, of which there are none now 


on the effate. It would be. equally for the intereſt of the heritor to take 


this all on himſelf, as is generally done over all Scotland, and ſubſtitute 


an addition to the rent in place of it. This would likewiſe be molt plez- 


” fant to any incumbent ; becauſe, when any thing i is wanted in that way, 


the! people murmur and complain, gy and look 1 themſelyes as diſtreſs 
by the miniſter. 9 „ 


Coitagers. — Their is a claſs of te much neglected, at leaſt very 


little attended to, not only here but in moſt countries in the Highlands, 


i. e. the cottagers. They not only have their houſes from ſubtenants, but 
ſometimes from the ſubtenants of ſubtenants; and few of them allowed 
to keep a milch cow or a horſe, even for paying for them, This, in a 
country where there is not conſtant employment for ſuch, by daily labour, 
muſt of courſe keep them miſerably poor, and force them often to beg 

; | 07 


WE 


ons ſeveral years before they expire. In BR ill 


to be 


e of cattle is, for any one that attenip 
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* of: lofſes ſuſtained by the Hild of little dro- 


vers. It is thought by ſome, that this might be pre- 
vented from being ſo frequent. The com mor "method of 
s droving, to 
a market for himſelf when he ſees proper. The ne- 
eflity, ignorance, or greed of many, induce them often to 
venture their cattle, for a ſhilling or two more a-head, with _ 
a man that would be ruined if he loſt a crown a- piece by 
his parcel at Falkirk. Sales are by theſe means often par. i 
tial, and ſeldgm general, —picking 4 "few beaſts here and 
there out of parcels. It is thought, a few public markets 
in centrical places, correſponding to the fairs in the ſouth, 
would anſwer better ; that heritors ought to attend to this, 
and that they and their factors ſhould get the beſt informa- 
tion in their power of the prices of the times, and get men of 
character and ſubſtance to come as buyers; that the factors | 
ſhould attend them, and perſuade the tenants t6 ſell in a 
reaſonable moderate way, according to the times: This 
might make the ſale more general, and dien prevent much 
money from bein loſt to tenants, and, of > urſe, to heri- 
tors. For, ſurely, conſidering what a fatiguing, hazardous 
buſineſs droving 1s, men that pay well "pe to be much 
—_ after, and much encouraged * *, p 


8 


or tempt ck to pilfer. If 6 were to aſſign ſmall ſpots of land 
for them in centrical places, near the principal farms, from whence labour 
might be expected moſt, and let each of them have a houſe and garden, 


and about two acres of ground for corn and potatoes, this would maintain _ 


a cow, and perhaps a ſmall horſe; and they might join about ploughing 
their ſpots. Four or ſix would be enough together; crowding a number of 
poor people together might defeat the deſign. This might anſwer well 
for ſmall tradeſmen, ſuch as country ſhoemakers, tailors, weavers, &c. 


and promote their comfort, honeſty and uſefulneſs to the neighbour- 


* State of Glebes.— Here, though out of place, a few obſervations occur 
to be made on the original and general deſignation of miniſters glebes, the 
legal 
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Progreſs of Woilization—It is worth obſerving, why 
change there is in the modes of thinking of the peoyl 
within theſe laſt 45 years. Two events have contributed, 
in a remarkab 
ſubmiſſion to order and government. The rebellio 4 
' 174556 in its good effects, and the ſubſequent abolition d 

the juriſdiction · act. Previous to that period, property wa 
chiefly protected by force, and the exiſting laws known i 
theory, but little re 


city, and countenanced ſometimes i in private by thoſe who 


be able, at any rate when old, to go on foot through their large pariſhes, 


| heritors reckon it a great hardſhip that the Court of Seſſion ſhould decern ſor 
wen enough is not produced for the inhabitants. Some heritors grudge 


thing. But, beſides that victual is the only payment that keeps pace with 


x. a 
* 
3 > 
” 


manner, to a better way of thinking, au 


\ 


Irive 1 


rded in many parts of the High. 
lands. Thieving was a trade in many, countries, and car. 
ried on on a large ſcale, with much contrivance and fas. 


dered ; 

undertook, for a certain pay "called black meal, the my ſwer fo 
tion of neighbouring diſtricts. Preſident Forbes of * I. 
den _ his FI of this 2 before the 1 on 5 _ 
ciples 

bh. Sir Jol 

"9 is brief 

e * * | | of catt! 
legal quantity being ; ur acres . a little 2 It 1 appear that It or 
was thought then, th t miniſters were to live abſtracted from this earth al. Laird 
together. There is fuch a difference between four acres.in ſome places ot broug 
countries and others, that there was no juſtice i in the general rule. What of Gr: 
purpoſe can many glebes of four acres of poor land in many parts of the they « 

| Highlands %anſwer : Will ſuch a glebe maintain cattle to plough itſelf, or Moyn 


two horſes to lead the miniſter's peats? Which way is his family to get 
fuel brought home, or meal carried from the low country, at the di. ; 
tance of 30 or 40 miles or more? Was it ſuppoſed, that miniſters would g 


troub] 
and, 
ber ol 
were 
could 
Was \ 
done 
the t. 
perio 
to pr 
was 
the x 
Prote 
ſelie 


from one preaching place to another, at many miles diſtance, through froſt 
and ſnow ? Therefore without regard to quantity, <vety glebe ovght to 
maintain two cows, and two good horſes for ploughivg, for the miniſter's 
riding, for leading his peats and meal from any diſtance neceſſary. It is faid \, 


victual to miniſters in pariſhes which pay no victual-rent, and perhaps 
every thing that is given to their clergy, as if they had no right to any 


che times, does it not appear a greater hardſhip, that a miniſter ſhould ſend 


1 
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o a certain perſon to the weſt of bim, wiiiſe power and 
inluence were ſo great, that he would have ruined his e- 
dag if be had refuſed to comply. The land of Moray 
being, it ſeerns, always 2 land of plenty, ſeems to have 
n devoted to be plundered. The people to the welt ap- 
pear to have claimed a right to a ſhare of the productiens of 
. They uſed to regret, that their corn-ſtacks would not 
rive hike their . 3 EI produced by the 

99 55 8E | 


| | | 
to 2 ca Aiſtance for what his family ire and therefore it would 
ſeem equitable, that at any rate 20 or 24 bolls meal and bear fhould be or- 
dered ; which, with the produces of Asszlede, . be N to an- 
ſwer for the conſumption of the houſe. 


* There is a remarkable correſpondence between Alan Len of 8 
Lochiel, and the Laird of Grant about 140 years ago, wherein the prin- 
ciples of the times are clearly ſeen. The correſpondence is publiſhed in 
Sir John Palrymple's Collection of original papers and letters, The ſtory | 
is briefly thus: a party of the Camerons had come down, to carry a x [preath O 
of cattle, as it was called, from Morray ; they unluckily carried off the cattle — 
of Grant of Moynes in Nairn-ſhire. Moynes complained to his Chief, the — © 
Laird of Grant, apd * s party after them, ad after 2 ſharp conſlit, : 


Ae Was a m, otherwiſe they would not x gone = him, or 3 


.% troubled him more than any map in Strathſpey, but they went to Moray- * 
1 ; Jand; he ſays, (where all men take their prey.“ Lochiel mentions the num- 
u 


ber of killed and wounded of his friends in the ſkirmiſh ; and ſays, they 
were all fo much taken up about the curing of their friends, chat they 
could not; attend'to 8 any buſineſs for the time. But when that was over, he 


hy was willing to refer the whole to their mutual friend Seaforth, which was 
f f done; and it does not appear, that Seaforth had much difficulty in making 
ai 


the two chieftains as good friends as they were before, A little after this 
period, the Laird of Grant was obliged to build a ſtable within his court, 
to prevent his own brother from taking away his beſt horſes. This ſtable | 
was taken down about 40 years ago. 1 he incumbent remembers when 
the people of this country kept out a watch in the ſummer- months, for 
protecting their cattle, and theſe watches kept up by a round of duty, and — 
feliefs at certain * In this * where that buſineſs was not 
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defeat of the aka of 174 5-6, and the wiſe plan of 
employing the Highlanders in 1757 in the public cauſe, 
contributed by degrees to introduce loyalty and ſubmiſſion 
to the laws into the very ſeats of diſaffection and rapine, 
The conduct of the people, when employed in ſuppart 
of the nation, ſhowed that they were only miſléd at 
home. It is to be regretted, that ſo many thouſands 
of theſe now loyal brave people have been forced to x 
foreign ſhore by neceſſity, for want of employment, 
| habitation, or ground to ſubſiſt on. However advantage. 
ous the ſheep-farming may be, it is poſſible it may be o. 
verdone; and if ever that happens, it will be found to be 
 Impolitic in every ſenſe, 
preſent. It is dangerous in theſe times to drive poor peo- 
Z ple to deſperation, as it may make many diſpoſed to join 

-- tumults and riots, who would never think of them if they 
had a home and the common neceſſaries of life. To increaſe 
our gratitude for the protection afforded by our conſtitution 


s it is cruel in many places at 


to the lives and properties of individuals in theſe countries 
at preſent, we will mention the bleſſings) we enjoy by the 


_ abolition of the juriſdiQtion-a&t in the year 1748. That 
_ delegation of feudal power was dangerous in the extreme, 


becauſe it was generally abuſed. When we conſult the 


traditional hiſtory of the country for a century and up- 
wards paſt, and the extraordinary conduct of ſome of theſe 
deſpots, the bailies of regality, and the precariouſneſs of 
life and property often within their juriſdiction, one is ex- 
cited to graſp with fondneſs the Government that has anni- 
hilated their dangerous power. They often puniſhed 


crimes, 


followed profeſſionally for ſome time paſt, the people in ſeveral places and 
paſſes were often obliged to be diſcreet and hoſpitable to theſe intruders, 3s 
they went to the low countries, and no doubt there were connivers and aid: 
ers among them, who knew very well for what they were ſo. 
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e ns by committin g greater oth I nſelves. They * 5 # 
ten, no doubt, tried by j jury; but ſome of them, at other ME 

F times, in a ne 3. ier Ys and extraordinary man- 
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# A few inſtances will be enough to mention, in caſe the reader ſhould | 
imagine, that theſe things were lately done in Tippoo Sultan's domi- 
nions. One of them lived in this pariſh, named Robert Grant, commonly 
called Bailie More. It is ſaid, he uſed to hang people for diſobliging 
him. He ſeldom called juries : He hanged two brothers on a tree within 
a thouſand yards of this town, and buried both in one grave, on the road- 
fide. The grave and ſtones. above it are till viſible Another, named 
James Grant, commonly called Bailie Roy, who lived long in this pariſh, | 
hanged a man of the name of Steuart, and after hanging him, ſet a jury 
on him, and found him guilty. The particulars are too long to be inſert- 

dd here, The Bailie had many reaſons for being in ſuch a hurry. The 

man was, unluckily for him, wealthy, and abounded in cattle, horſes, | 

ſheep and goats, all of which were inſtantly driven to the Bailie's home; 

Stuart's children ſet a-begging, and his wife became deranged in her mind, 

and was afterward drowned in, a river: It is not very long ſince. This : 

fame Bailie Roy; on another occaſion, hanged two notorious thieves, par- 85 
boiled their heads, and fet them up on ſpikes afterward. At another 


2 tine, he drowned two men in facks, at the bridge of Billimon, within 
Ne a few hundred yards of this manſe, and endeavoured to compel a man from 
at Glenmore, in the barony of Kinchardine, to aſſiſt him and the executioners 
e he had with him in the buſineſs ; which the man refuſing to do, the Bailie 
faid to him, If you was within my regality, I would teach you better 


manners than to diſobey my commands. This Bailie bought a good eſtate. 
P- There was another of them, called Bailie Bain, in this country; who became 
ſe ſo odious, that the country- people drowned him in Spey, near the church 
* of Inverallan, about 2 miles from hence. They took off his boots and gloves, 

left them in the bank, and drove his horſe through a rugged place, full 

of large ſtones. The tract in the ſand, boots, diſcovered what had 
1l- become of him; and when a ſearch was made of Nie down the river, a 
ed man met the party near the church of Cromdale, who aſked them, what 
ley were ſearching for ? they anſwered, for the Bailie's body ; upon 
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5 which, he ſaid, „Turn back, turn back, perhaps he is gone up againſt 
* the river, for he was always acting againſt Nature.“ As their power 

ad was great, and generally abuſed, ſo many of them Sa themſelves. 

7 The) had many ways of making — or themſelves ; ſuch as, 1. The Bai- 


he's 
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pay 


| game, black-fiſh, or cutting greet 
and went into their own pockets. Theſe fines amounted to what they plex 
fed almoſt, 4. Another very lucrative perquiſite they had, was, what 
Was called the Herial Horſe, which was, the beſt horſe, cow, ox, ot 
other article, which any tenant on the eflate poſſeſſed at the time of hi 


time they had moſt need of aſſiſtance. This amounted to a great deal 


e * + 


: lie's Darak, as it was called, or a day 8 labour i in . year ben every te, 
nant on the eſtate. 2. Confiſcations, as they generally ſeized on all the 


goods and effects of ſuch as ſuffered capitally: 3. All fines for killing 
WW ood, vere laid on by themſelys, 


death. This was taken from the widow and children for the Bailie, at the 


on a large eſtate. This practice was aboliſhed by the late Sir Ludovick 
Grant! in this country, 1 in the year 17 N. | 
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PARISH or MELD RUM. 


(Counrr AND Srxop oF Anson, PRESBYTERY o or 1 
Gak roch.) a e 


8 By the Rev. Mr Tnomas Tait. 


N ame, Latent, Air, Soil, We. 


THE ancient name of this TY Was Betheloy 7 . 

church and manſe being at that time ſituated in a part 

of the pariſh, which retains that name, and where there is 

4 A churca-yard, and burial place for the family of Mel- 
rum. The preſent church was built near to the village 

G Old-Meldrum, witl. a view (it is ſaid) to annex the 

pariſh of Bourty to the pariſh of Meldrum, for ſo it has 

been called fince this church was built, about the year 2684; 

but this annexation did not take place. The figure of the _ 

pariſh 1s irregular, meaſuring about 5 Engliſh miles in 

length, from S. to N. along t e poſt. road from Aberdeen 

to Banff, which paſſing through the town of Old Meldrum, 

divides the pariſh into two, but not equal parts. The 

breadth from E. to W. is in ſome Places, more than 4 
Vor. XIII. e rn Engliſh 


154 | Statftica Account 
; Engliſh nile. and in others only about 2. It contain 
nearly 6000 Scotch acres. The air is healthy, and the ſol 
in general good. The whole pariſh almoſt (the moſſes ex. 
cepted) might be brought into cultivation by the plough 
alone; and accordingly, a good deal of barren ground ha; 
already been, and ſtill more is juſt now bringing into tillag 
in this way. In the ſouth part of the pariſh, where the 
town of Old Meldrum is ſituated, and a good way around 
it, the ſoil is a ſtrong rich loam above clay, which, whe 
properly manured, bears luxuriant crops. The north part of it 


3 lies higher, in a thinner ſharper ſoil, does not require ſo much 


manure, and yields not ſo weighty crops. There are ſeve. 
ral quarries of the granite to be found in the pariſh, ſome 
of them very eaſily wrought, and of ſuch a quality, as that 
the ſtones may be dreſſed almoſt for any purpoſe. There 
are no ſmall rivulets in this pariſh, but ſuch as take their 
riſein it; and yet there are upon the confines of it, 3 meal. 
mills belonging to is e are —— driven by water 
riſing 1 in it. 


Villages. Old Meldrum was erected is hier into 
burgh of barony in the year 1672. The bailies, 2 in num. 
ber, are elected by Mr Urquhart of Meldrum, ſuperior dl 
the burgh, and have the ſame authority as the bailies of any 
other burgh of barony have, fince the abolition of juriſdic- 
tions in 1748. There is a very good weekly market in it 
for all kind of proviſions, the beſt in the county north of 
Aberdeen. The inhabitants in number about 783, conſil 
of merchants, tradeſmen of all Kinds, and day-labourers; 
and from the inhabitants, one may judge of the number of 
feus, all the houſes in the town being built on feued ground. 
There are no manufactures as yet eſtabliſhed in it, but in 
the hoſiery line. But from its local ſituation, it appear 
very wel adapted for the linen and thread manufactures, 
3 _ there 
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number of ſouls then was 1603. In 1785, the inhabitants of Et 
the town were in number 775, and thoſe of the country part 

of the pariſh 758, amounting in all to 1553. In 1992-3, the 
town contained 783, the country 70), in all 1490, of won 
528 are males, 962 females. They are in general of the =: - : 
fabliſhed religion, a few Seceders, Epiſcopalians, and Qua- 5 
kers, excepted. The decreaſe of inhabitants in the country 

part of the pariſh is to be accounted for by the ſize of the 
farms being of late increaſed, one tenant juſt now poſſeſ- 155 
ſing what was formerly occupied by 3 or 4 tenants; and 
alſo by an improving tenant chooſing rather to occupy the 
ground himſelf than to let it to ſubtenants. The marriages : 


are, upon an average of 10 years backward, 10, and the 


| births 26. There 1 is no . e of n. 


| end 1 Poorly School, TY —The fivend 3 is L. 45 


in money, 3 chalders of victual, the one half meal, the o- 
ther barley. The glebe meaſures between 8 and 9g acres. 


The manſe and church were lately repaired. Mr Urquhart 
of Meldrum is proprietor of the whole pariſh, and patron. 
—The number of poor receiving alms is 393 the annual : 
contribution for their relief amounts, at an average, to a- ö 


bout L. 33, 108. which, with ſome donations ſent from 
time to time by natives of the place at a diſtance, make 


the whole of the fund for their ſupport. The greater part 
of the poor reſide in the town, and the inhabitants in ge- 


neral are very humane and'charitable to them, ſending of- 
ten to their houſes what their neceſſities call for ; and they 


bave alſo at. 8 public contributions through the toẽn 


7 fo? 


dere being plenty of ſoft running water all around it. 
ann neee ee , _—_ tablet: in wy 
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for the relief of the moſt noceſlitous * bee is. very "inter, a 
good ſchool at preſent in the town, attended by 40 or o mer; dra 
ſcholars in ſummer, and 50 or 60 in winter. It would cer. scotch p 


- tainly be a very eligible place for boarders. The preſent {cloſed m 


ſchoolmaſter has only had one or two as yet; but boys or girls {Wſtones to 
at an early period of life, may have a very good education and fenc 
in the place- The fixed ſalary is L. 10; but from emoly. WM penfive 
ments of office, ſcholars, &c. the living may amount to ll generall 


L. 30 or L. 40 altogether. There is alſo a Sunday's ſchool ing is 
well endowed by a native of the place, which promiſes to pretty ſ 
be of great ſervice to the riſing generation. It has been to the f 

attended by 60 or 70 children n 8 e Gy from h 


1 tal winter ſeaſon. 1 550 followe 
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8 eee e is no doubt ſtill in its infan. 
cy in this part of the country; but the progreſs it has 
made in this pariſh, within theſe laſt 20 years, is by no 
means inconſiderable. Ther only the proprietor raiſed tur- 
nip in the field, now there are ſome farmers who will have 
from 8 to 10 acres of turnip yearly, and they obſerve 3 
pretty regular rotation of crops, and every tenant has ſome 
part of his ground in green crops yearly. . Of. late years 
alſo, the quality and ſize, both of black cattle and horſes, 
have been greatly improved, and their numbers increaſed, 
_ owing to the improvements which has been made in hul- 
bandry. The plough now made uſe of by many 1s of the 
7 Engliſh form, drawn by 4 horſes or oxen in autumn and 


winter, 8 
"1 
| | 99 De, . calam 
* Wages and Prices —The wages of ſervants within theſe 20 years are been, 
nearly doubled. A good ploughman, in place of L. 4 or L. 5 then, gets flour, 
from L.6 to 1. 8, with victuals in the bouſe, and others in propor- ſeed 
tion, Good beef and mutton are ſold from 24 d. to 42d. the pound; but 
lamb and veal from 4d. to 64. ditto; butter is ſold "Bn 7d. to gd. the not | 
pound; and cheeſe, from 3 d. to 4 d. the pound, all Aberdeen to ſo 


weight. 
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N 
cloſed much of their ground in this pariſh, there being few 


penſive for farmers, unleſs their leaſes were longer than are 
generally given in this country. However, as winter herd- 


to the farmer, from the want of encloſures, ariſes, perhaps, 


feld properly fenced and watered; and therefore, as they 


to L. 20, and from L. 20 to L.yo of yearly rent. The 


: liderable quantity of grain is ſent yearly from this pariſh 


d 
Crop 1782 proved very defective in this country in general, but the . 
calamity was not ſo ſeverely felt in this pariſh as it would otherwiſe have 
: been, if the proprietor had not ſupplied the inhabitants of the village with 
$ flour, oat-meal, and peaſe-meal, and procured good wholeſome grain for 
. ſeed to his tenants, which he ſold out to them in time. He alſo took 
; but a low price for his farm-meal from ſuch of his tenants as could 
; 


rinter, ad a beter one 1 ths FOR kind in foring and Hits | 
mer; drawn by two horſes or oxen, but ſome ſtill uſe the 
Scotch plough, with 8 or 10 oxen. They have not yet en- 


tones to be got for that purpoſe, but ſuch as are quarried ; 
and fences of theſe ſtones, or hedges and ditches, are too ex- 


ing is regularly obſerved, the ſown graſs and turnips are 
pretty ſafe in winter in the open fields. The greateſt loſs 


from his cattle not fattening ſo ſoon in ſummer, when 
followed by a herdſman, as when paſturing at large 1 in a 


begin to know the value of encloſures, they are making 

ſome attempts in that way. Land is rented about Old 
Meldrum, by the inhabitants of the town, from L. 1 to L. 2 
the aere in general, and by tenants in the country part of the 
rin, from 2 8. 6 d. to L. 1 the acre. Property has not been 

ſhifted in this pariſh within the reach of the oldeſt records 
in the county. The farms are of different ſizes, from L. 10 
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produce of the pariſh is oats, barley, peaſe, potatoes, tur- 
nip, cabbage, hay, and ſome flax for private uſe, A con- 


SR 2 ; 1 F 
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0 to the Aberdeen market v. The black bearded ſmall oats, 
3 . ſoun . 


not pay it in kind. He further gave a deduction of rent for a few years 
o tame of them, upon condition of their bringing home and laying on 
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nip. They now, from experience, know better things, 
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foun' upon a part of moſt farms through this an 101 
of which the farm-meal was paid to the proprietor, (hende 
the diſtinction of farm- meal and white meal), are now il. 
moſt baniſhed from the pariſh, and the tenant, obliged by 
his leaſe to pay only farm. meal pays it inwhite meal, ha: 
ving meliorated his ground ſo muchp as to produce the 
_ white great oat in place of this ſmall black out; an ad van. 
tage no mand to the g. but a much ; ata one e to 
the'tenant, ' 1 154374100 
lol iss RIS SEO eie r 
Mibolhaneous Meeder 3 may be worth aekiiiaii to 
| ewe, that at firſt ſtarting in the way of improvement, 
in this country in general, they had many difficulties to 
overcome. They began with giving ſo little lime to their 
ground, that it had almoſt no effect. This, together with 
ſome improper methods of laying the lime on their ground, 
retarded its progreſs. much After they learned to 
give the ground a greater quantity of lime, and it became 
grateful to them in proportion, they took 6 or ) crops of 
_ oats ſucceſſively, and ſo reduced their ground almoſt to 
caput mortuum. They alſo cropped too much after tur 


and do not exhauſt the ſtrength of their ground in this 
manner, but ſow it with graſs-ſeed while in good heart, 
About 16 years ago, when the firſt Engliſh lime in {hell 
was brought to this pariſh, they ſpoke of it then as ſuch an 
_ expenſive manure, as the ground could never repay, and 
conſequently the farmer could by no means afford. But at 
this preſent time, the ſmalleſt crofter in the pariſh finds his 
advantage in uſing the Engliſh lime in ſhells, and will go 


with 


* 8 lime in proportion 3 This raiſed ſuch 1 a ſpirit.of i in. 
| duſtry among them, that they have improved their ground more ſince that 
time, than they did for double that period before; and they have, upon 
the whole, bettered their condition. 
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ready done 1n this corner of the country, in the way of im- 


provement, how much they have it in their power to ac- 
| celerate the progreſs. of it by giving proper encourage 
ment to induſtrious tenants; yea thoſe large tracts of whe $7 
ground, to be ſeen every where through this county, ſome 


of them covered with heath, but with evident traces of the 


old ridges in them, might be brought into cultivation. 


This would give employment to the induſtrious, prove or- 
namental to the country, and perhaps more advantageous 
to the proprietors, than the extenſion of property. Mm 

Among the advantages from local ſituation, to the inha- 
bitants of this pariſh and neighbourhood, a good weekly 


market in Old Meldrum may be juſtly reckoned ; where 
the farmer, at any ſeaſon of the year, can diſpoſe of what- 
ever part of the produce of his farm he can ſpare, and in 
return bring home what may be wanted for the ſubſiſtence 


of his family. Leaſes are given to tenants for 19 and 33 
years, with encouragement for good houſes and fences, by 
the proprietors agreeing to pay for the fame at the end of 


| the leaſe, as they ſhall be then valued by two men mutu- - 


ally choſen. All ſervices formerly paid to the proprietor, 


are moſtly converted; the only ſervitude or uſage they 


now complain of, eſpecially improving tenants, is the pay- 


ment of mill-multures. The inhabitants of Old Meldrum 
are well ſupplied with fine ſpring water; and the diſtillery 


and brewery have each of them the command of a ſmall 


ſtream of water. Owing, it is thought, to the quality of 
the water, the porter brewed here is in great repute. The | 


greateſt diſadvantage the people of Old Meldrum labour un- 
der, ariſes from the want of fuel. But if the duty be taken 


off the coals, this will encourage both the manufacturer and 


farmer much, and prove à great benefit to the poor. It 


would 


of Meldrum. 8 | 159 


with his REV. books and cart to Aberdeen for clicks; ho: 
chat landholders may fee, from the little that has been al- 
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would be a great advantage to the labouring Poor in Ol 
Meldrum, if ſuch a quantity of coals were laid in durig 


ſummer as would ſerve them, and then ſold out to them i 
5 winter as their neceſſities called for. It would alſo he, 


great accommodation to the inhabitants of the whole p; 
Tiſh, and this corner of the country, if the public roak 


1 from Old Meldrum to the neareſt ſea · port towns, Aber 


deen and Newburgh, were kept in better repair; eſpe 
ally to the latter place, which is nearer by 4 Scotch mils 


: than Aberdeen; and where both lime and coals are in 


ported, and generally ſold cheaper than at Aberdeen, 
The people in general are active and induſtrious, and 
ſome of them of no little enterprize. They are, as was al 
ready obſerved, very liberal to the poor. 
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Nu M B E R XIII. 


PRESBTTERT or DUNDEE.) 


; By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER : IMLACH. 


Name, Extent, Climate, Sc . 


1 park many places in Scotland of this name, 
though this is the only pariſh ſo called, perhaps from 


Guthrie of Guthrie, The air is dry, and very healthy in 
the ſouthern part of the pariſh, Agues did prevail about 
| 30 years ago; but the marſhes being drained, they no more 


ay, miſts frequently arifing. There fevers diſtreſs the inha- 
bitants, and the harveſt is 10 or 12 days later than in the 


e Muirhouſe. £4 


PARISHoFMUIRHOUSE, ox MURROES, | 


(County or ForFar, SYNOD or ANGUS AND MEARNS, | 


its original ſtate ; no other etymology can be aſcertained. 
The church and manſe are ſituated in the S. E. corner of 
the pariſh, 5 miles from Dundee. The pariſh is of ſmall 
extent, a con ſiderable part is very good arable land, ſome 
moor-ground; a moſs, the property of Colonel Fotheringham 
of Powrie, and a valuable marl-pit, belonging to Mr 


appear. In the northern part of the pariſh the air is not ſo 
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162 an, Account 
ſouthern parts. A e goes through the parik, 
in a line from Dundee to Brechin, lately made, which wil 
be of great benen to the inhabitants. 


R —1. The 1 onourable. William Rani 
Maule of Panmure, heritor of Ballumbie; where there are 
the remains of an old fortified caſtle. This eſtate was former. 
ly the property of a family, of the name of Lovell. I. 
one Alexander of that family, the celebrated Catherin 
i Douglas (whoſe arm was fractured when attempting tofly 
the aſſaſſins who murdered James I. King of Scotland, i 
the town of Perth) was married, and lived in this caftl, 
2. John Guthrie, Eſq; of Guthrie, proprietor of Weſts 
and Eaſter Gaigies, as alſo Muirhouſe, Weſter Gaigie ha 
been long the property of that family, where ſometimes 1 
: ſon refided, Their principal ſeat is at Guthrie, where ther 
is an old caſtle, and a collegiate church, endowed by $i 
Alexander Guthrie; he, or one of his ſucceſſors of that 
name, was killed with James IV. at the battle of Flowden, 
3. Colonel Alexander Fotheringham, Eſq; proprietor of Wel. 
ter Powrie, Myretown, Whitehouſe, Middle Brighty, and 
Mill of Brighty. Weſter Powrie had been a conſiderable 
time the reſidence of that ancient family. They live now 
at an elegant ſeat, named Fotheringham, in the pariſh of 
| Inverarity. 4. Alexander Wedderburn Eſq; of Wel. 
_ derburn, former ly named Eaſter Powrie ; his ſurname wa 
originally Scrymſeure, the repreſentative of the noble 
: family of Scrymſcure's of Dudhope and Dundee. IIe al. 


ſumed the name of Wedderburn, when called to the ſuc: 


ceſſion of the Wedderburns of Eaſter Powrie, where there 


are the remains of an old caſtle, the reſidence of Gilchril, 
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Thane of Angus, from whom all the Ogilvys in Scotland are 
ſaid to be deſcended. 5. Mr James Ogilvy, miniſter of the goſpel 


1791, 
Gaigi 
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at Effie, whee formerly a family of the name of Guthrie, 


the progenitors of Mrs Ogilvy in the maternal line, reſided. 


The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 2304 Scots, of which 


Colonel Fotheringham poſſeſſes L. 714: 3: 4; Guthrie, 


L. 561: 2: 84; Wedderburn, L. 533: 6: 83; Ballumbie, 


L. 350; Weſthall, L. 145: 7: 4. The real rent is 3 times, 


and more, than what it was 30 years ago. There being no 
towns or villages of any extent, manufactures 45 not exiſt ; 5 


a few weavers here and there pe FE 


Cl aan gto Dr Webſter's report, the num 
her of ſouls then was 623, The number of inhabitants 
is greatly diminiſhed, owing to the monopoly of farms, the 
mode of labouring, and the farmers ſome time ago dif- 
charging ſeveral of their ſubtenants and cottagers. In for-. 
mer times, they laboured the ground with ploughs, drawn 
by been, each of theſe ploughs required 2 ſervants ; where- 


as, they now uſe ploughs drawn by 2 horſes, and 1 ſervant. 
Upon 1 farm, it is known that the farmer who occupied it, 
at a former period, employed 13 men-ſervants, whereas 
the preſent tenant employs no more than 5. Then 3 


ploughs drawn by oxen were employed, and 6 horſes kept; 
now fix horſes perform the whole labvur ; fo in proportion 
over all the pariſh. And if the proprietors of Weſter and 


Faſter Gaigies, and Muirhouſe, had not let a great part of 


their lands in pendicles or ſmall farms, our numbers would 


not have been worthy of mentionin g. The depopulation of 


the pariſh is aſcertained, by comparing the preſent with 


former regiſters of baptiſms. In the years 1734, 1735, 
1736, 1737, and 1738, the average was 24.6 baptiſms 
yearly. In the years 1761, 1762, 1763, 1764, and 1765, 
the average was 20.8. In the years 1787, 1788, 1789. 1790, 


1191, and 1792, the average is 15. 5. In that part of Eaſter 
Gai die, which is ſituatedi in 1 this pariſh, (a great part of it lying 


in 


7 
* 
. 
r 
* 
: 5 
F 7 
I 
5 
* 
* 
£ 
3 
: 3 
£35 
1 
£2} 
p + 1 
1 
* 
* 
\ $- 
7 
N ay 
7 * 
1 
* 
4 
zo 
*K 
oF? 
” N 5 
« 
x * 
3 
1 
4 
1 . 
ta) 
* oy 
* * 
— 
1 
— 1 
4 
1 * 
i 
"= 
37 
2 
. 1 
17 
1 
2:4 
— 
5 F 
4 
Lo ** 
= 
£7 
po 
by 4 
2, 
if 
2 
4 
* #3 
_— 
1 
"4 
5 
REY 
, * 
- 3 
-f iv! 
»6 4 
A 1 
14 
rn 7 5 
4 
4 4 
3 
Mi 
* 
5 
7 
1 
4 
2 7 
> 
18 
$f 
q 
1 


: 1 5 97 men an d women, and 38 children; of theſe 1 miller,: 
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in the pariſh of Monifieth), there are 32 men and women 
and 12 children under 10 years of age; of theſe men 7 are 
_ weavers. In Weſter Gaigie, there are 72 men and women if up a goc 
and 20 children; of theſe are 2 wrights, 5 weavers, an 12 year 

IT heckler. On the land of Muirhouſe, there are 58 ma 
and women, and 11 children; of theſe 8 are weavers, 2 ta. for eact 
lors, 1 maſon, 2 ſmiths, 1 gardener, 2 ſhoemakers, and! 
millers. In the lands of Weſter Powrie, the moſt extenfire 
eſtate in the pariſh, and of the greateſt valued rent, there ar 


ſmiths, and 5 weavers. On the lands of Wedderburn, & © 
Eaſter Powrie, 40 men and women, and 26 children; d lar, an 
theſe 1 ſmith. On Ballumbie, 26 men and women, ani ing, (t 
ij children, x weaver. On Weſthall, 9 men and women the pe 
and 6 children. Sum, 344 men and nn and x28 chil- theſe 
: dren; : in all 462. ter, Al 
Agriculture. About 30 years ago, improvements be theſe 
gan to take place, and the mode of labouring underwen WW thoug 
a a great change; then lime began to be uſed as a manure impre 
and the land, when let out, was ſown with graſs ſeeds niſhec 
| Formerly, after ley, rwo crops of oats; then giving whit make 
dung they had, a crop of barley ; then oats, and let out a Whe 
gain: Few peaſe were uſed, Since lime was introdu- the y 

ced, the mode of labouring is as follows: ſt year, fallow; 

24d year, barley ; ſometimes, but ſeldom, wheat; 3d yea: 

oats ; .qth, green crop; 5th year, barley and graſs-ſceb 25 
along with the barley, cut for hay one, ſometimes 2 year, By 
" then paſtured 2 or 3 years. The farmers, from experience, WE 
find it more profitable to take fewer crops, both of cor: now 
and graſs, viz. two years in graſs, and 3 years in com. mon 
| Before they began to improve, every farmer had a flock ken 
of theep ; now they have none. The land being moſtly Will 


opel, 


2 


of Muirhouſe. 16 5 


open, the ſheep they found deſtroyed their graſs in the winter 
time v. Though the farmers labour with horſes, they bring 


upa good many cattle ; ſome rear 8; others 10; and ſome 


12 yearly. They do not bring theſe to market, till they 


are 3, ſometimes 4 years old; and then they will receive 


for each L. 7 or L. 8 Sterling. Some farmers ſow a few 
turnip, and feed ſome cattle ; but this FORTE A does not ge- 


_— prevail. 


| Charatter of the People, e bey are a ſober, regu- 
lar, and induſtrious people, and moſtly employed in * 5 


ing, (the few tradeſmen already mentioned excepted). . 
the pariſh there is neither brewer nor baker. W 4 


theſe 30 years, their ſituation is greatly altered to the bet- 
| ter, and I can, with ſafety, ſay, that more money has 
been acquired by farming in this pariſh, and the vicinity, 
theſe 30 years paſt, than for 200 years before that period; 
though, at the ſame time, their mode of living is greatly 


improved, their houſes more comfortable, and better fur- 


niſhed ; they even uſe ſome of the luxuries of life. I thall 


make one obſervation, (which is hardly worthy of notice) : 


When the preſent incumbent ſettled here, which was in 


the year 176 1, there were only 2 tea - kettles in the pariſh, 


— : 


5 Though the number cf ſervants are greatly diminiſhed, their wages 


are very much increaſed. About 30 years ago, a principal man-{ervant 
would have hired himſelf for a year, at the rate of L. 2, or L. 2, 1058. 
now they receive L. 10 for the ſame ſpace of time. Then, a day-labourer 
would have hired for 3d. a-day, and his victuals; now they receive 


rs. and their diet, for the ſame ſpace of time. Then a reaper in hat- 
belt would have been hired for the harveſt for 12 8. Sterling; now they 
will receive L. 7, 108 for the ſame ſpace, 


3 


n 8 * N : 8 N CS IIs nn rr 2 4b 45 3.x =D A 
r 4+ Bah 3 5 "It : AS * . 1 N 
& C 1's 4 r : 34 . . 5 k 4 * * 
1 e eee rr eee N r 2 


een n I — 
8 FR OY FIVE 
Fae Rt Dios one's ol Ne EDS 15 


n 


166 . en Account 


uſe that y. 


: weekly collections, the intereſts of a ſmall capital, and the 
rents of two galleries in the church; the heritors and thei 


1782, when victual was ſcarce and high priced, and Ge. 
vernment contributed for the relief of the poor in the 
north of Scotland, this pariſh declined receiving any part 


though now there is ſcarcely a houſcholder who does ne 


. this pariſh, properly ſpeaking, there are n 
begging poor; they are ſupported in their houſes by th, 


tenants being never aſſeſſed for their maintenance. In the 


of the contribution, judging that other — 1 ſtand 
more in need of relief. 


* 


e See The Crown i is patron.— The ſtipend, com- 


munion - elements, and money for graſs, (the glebe not be- 
ing of legal extent), do not exceed L. go Sterling, eſtima 


ting the victual at 10 guineas the chalder. In the year 
1647, one Mr James Gardner, who was clergyman here, 


died. During his miniſtry, ſeveral changes happened in 
the government, diſcipline and worſhip of the Church of 


Scotland, of which a ſhort account is ſubjoined, and 


brought down to the reſtoration o Ene! II. in the you 


2080” 


*The General Aſſembly met at Glaſgow the 8th June 1610, authori- 
zed the Epiſcopal government, and put a period to the firſt eſtabliſhment 
of the Preſbyterian form in Scotland. The act of Aſſembly 1610 was at- 
terward ratified by Parliament 1612. This revolution was brought à. 


bout by James VI. at firſt by fair means, and under ſpecious pretences ; 


but at laſt the non-conformiſts were ſeverely perſecuted. King James 
had been very active to prepare the General Aſſembly for his purpoſe. He 


had prevailed with the Aſſembly at Montroſe in the year 1600, to autho- | 


rize 14 miniſters to vote in Parliament, not as biſhops, but as commiſſion» 
ers from the Kirk, and on theſe he had ſettled the revenues of the 14 bi- 
- ſhops 
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hops of Sdtland'; but by act of Allembly they were to be as much ſub - 
ject to thei preſbyteries as ever. He had prevailed with the Aſſembly at 
Linlithgow, anus 1606, to appoint conſtant moderators, and each mode- 
rator was to have L. 100 penſion from the King. The 14 commiſſioners 


for the Kirk were to preſide in the Synods. After theſe and other ſteps, 


having got the Aſſembly at Glaſgow prepared and packed for his purpoſe, | 


he prevailed with them to diveſt themſelves, and all the inferior judica- 
tures, of that eccleſiaſtical power which, in former times, had been veſted 
in them by the laws of the land ; and thus this firſt Epiſcopacy was in- 
troduced in a church-way, which was an event much deſired by the King, 


and which he had almoſt deſpaired to obtain. It may be obſerved, how- 


ever, that this was but a mixed kind of Epiſcopacy : For, by the Aﬀem- 
bly at Glaſgow, it is expreſsly provided, That the biſhops, in all 
things concerning their life, converſation, office, and benefice, ſhould be 


ſubject to the cenſure of the General Aſſembl yx. 
As this alteration was made in the government, ſo a fimilar one OY 


place in the diſcipline of the Church. For, in the ſame year 1710, the : 


King ſet up the High Commiſſion Court, and committed the rod of diſ- 


cipline to them. The members of this court were all the biſhops, all the 
commiſſaries in Scotland, with many of the nobility and gentry, and ſeve- 


ral miniſters. They had power to judge in all cauſes that concerned re- 


ligion or a moral life, either in clergy or laity. They had no law, how- 


ever, for their authority, but an a& of Privy Council. They had power 


to ſuſpend, deprive, depoſe, impriſon, baniſh, fine, &c. It was a moſt 
arbitrary court, and could uſe the perſons and properties of the ſubject as 
it pleaſed, without form or proceſs of law, Churchmen had the power 


of the civil, and laymen that of the ſpiritual ſword, As by this court, 


the power of the Pa ſo was s the FRO s e exalted to a great 


height. 


An alteration was alſo 2 in * worthip "ERR years after this. In the 


Alembly met at Perth in the year 1681, the famous five articles, called the 


Perth articles, were enjoined. Theſe were, private communion to ſick 
people, private baptiſm, kneeling at the ſacrament of the Supper, confir - 


mation by the biſhops, and keeping ſome holydays. Theſe articles were 


ratified by act of Parliament 1627; but met with greater oppoſition, both 


in the Parliament and Aſſembly, than the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy. 
They were very diſagreeable to both laity and clergy, as appears from the 


numbers who ſuffered from the High Commiſſion Court, during 20 years, 


for non=conformity to Epiſcopacy and the Perth articles; till at laſt, 
gaining the nobility to their party, Epiſcopacy was rooted out with all 


its dependencies in 1638. Prior to 1610, the ſtandard of worſhip was the 


order of Geneva, otherwiſe called Knox 8 Ter. ſuited to the infant 
| Nate 
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| ſtate of the Church, newly . Fe the 8 of Popery. I 
the year 1647, the biſhops made an attempt to impoſe on the Church, 2 


liturgy, or fervice-bqok, hy the authority of an act of Council, without 
a church law. The oppoſition to which, kindled the flame which de. 


ſtroyed the church ind . and bad almoſt conſumed the thre 
kingdoms. 


Anno 1638, The Naticgal Corman hat called PR King 65 


feſſion, being prepared, was renewed and ſubſcribed with great joy in the 
_ Grayfriars Church by a great number of all ranks, convened at Edinburgh 


for that end. The bulk of the nation having acceded to the Covenant, 


they obliged the King to grant them a free General Aſſembly and Pa. 
liament. The General Aſſembly met at Glaſgow; November 21. the ſame 
year. They approved the National Covenant, and declared it to be the 


fame in ſubſtance with that ſigned by King James VI. and his houſehold, 


anno 1581. In this Aſſembly, all the General Aſſemblies after the year 
1605 were declared null, the High Commiſſion Court, the Book of Ca. 
nons, their Liturgy, the five articles of Perth, were declared unlawful; 
the 14 biſhops were all either depoſed or excommunicated, except - thre 
who accepted of ſiog le nee They reſtored. the AE DAS govern 
ment and diſcipline as at firſt, 


Next year, the General Aſembly met at A Aug. 13 and wit 


| the conſent of the King's Commiſſioner, condemned Epiſcopacy as unlay. 
ful. They appointed the Covenant to be ſubſcribed and ſworn to by all hi; 


Majeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom, of whatever rank and quality, All 
theſe acts were ratified and confirmed * Parliament in the ** $ pre 


| tence, anno 1641. 


Upon renewing the National 1 the civil; war { began between 
the King's party and the covenanters. The firſt blow was ſtruck at the 


bridge of Dee, and a victory gained by the Earl of Montroſe, at the head 
of the men of Angus and Mearns, for the covenanters. 


Anno 1643. The form of the Solemn League and Covenant between 
the two kingdoms of Scotland and England, having been prepared by the 
committees of the General Aſſembly, the Convention of Eſtates, and the 


Commiſſioners ſent from England for that effect, was unanimouſly appro- 


ved by the General Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Auguſt 17. that year. I: 
was alſo approved by the Convention of Eſtates of Scotland, as alſo by 
the Aflembly of divines at Weſtminſter, and both Houſes of Parliament, 
and on the 32th of October, ſworn to and ſubſeribed in the High Church 
of Edinburgh, by the commiſſion of the Church, the Committee of E 
Kates, and the Engliſh commiſſioners, who had ſtaid at Edinburgh till the 


Covenant was ſent up to London and returned again. The inþeremptory 
orders were then diſpatched & to all preſpyteries to caule the Covenant i 
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be ſworn to and ſubſcribed to by all the profeſſors of the Reformed reli- | 
gion, and by all his Majeſty's good ſubjects. | 
In the Solemn League, the government of the Church of Scotlaad i is ſe. f 
cured, their loyalty to the King declared, but limited with their religion , 
and liberties, and they are bound to extirpate Popery and Prelacy in 
both kingdoms; yet they are not bound expreſsly to introduce Preſbyte- 
ries into England. In this particular, the ſectarians outwitted the Pref. 
byterians. For, though the Epiſcopal government vas totally aboliſhed | 
in England, yet the Preſbyterian never was thoroughly ſettled in that 
kingdom. In a word, the deſign of the Preſbyterians in the Solemn 
League was to introduce an uniformity between the two kingdoms in doc- 


trine, worſhip, and church -government, and they made conſiderable ad- 


yances in that work, but the Lan 4 6 
zeig. : +. 
In 1643. the Aſtembiy of divines ſat aon at Weſtminſter. They . 
continued their ſeſſions four or ſive years, and correſponded with our 
Aſſemblies and their commiſſions. Our Aſſemblies ſent Commiſſioners to 
the 3 Aſſembly. In the firſt year of their, meeting, they a= 
greed on propoſitions as to church. government, and the ordination of mi- 
niſters, which were approved by our General Aſſembly. But as to the 
dreQory for worſhip, the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, as appears by their letter 
to our Aﬀembly, did not adviſe it to be ſo {trictly en as to make 5 
it unlawful to recede from it in any thing. 
The Weſtminſter Aſſembly agreed on a Confeſſion of Faith, in 9 5 
which was approved by our Aſſembly met at Edinburgh, Auguſt 3. 
that year. They agreed alſo on the Larger and Shorter Catechiſms, 
which was approved by our Aſſembly in 1748. Thus theſe two Aſ- 
ſemblies carried on the work of Reformation and Uniformity, in ſo far as 
both churches agreed in their principles concerning doctrine, worſhip, 
and government, But after the year 1648, no more progreſs was made in 
this intended uniformity, Our diviſions in Scotland, and the prevailing 0 
power of the ſectaries in England, put a final ſtop t to all theſe deſ ns J 
uniformity and reformation in both kingdoms. 2 
King Charles I. being at this time priſoner in the Iſle of Wight, the 
Parliament of Scotland demanded, that the King ſhould be liberated, and 
drought to London in ſafety and honour, and that religion ſhould be eſta. - 
bliſned in England according to their covenant and treaties, and for this end: 
appointed an army to be raiſed of 30,000 foot and 6000 horſe. The Gene- | 
ral Aſſembly inſiſted, that he ſhould be obliged to ſettle religion in his 
dominions according to the covenants. Both parties were loyal, and for the £ 
Ds but differed on the terms. The Afſembly made an act, 
9 all miniſters to preach againſt engaging in war with Eng- 
Vor. XIII. * 1 land, 
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land, ns a breach of the Solemn League. The Putlintwont made an wy 


to the contrary. The miniſters were very mack * but ſuch 0 
obeyed the Aſſembly were fafeſt. e | 


2 bd 
IT 


by all the Preſbyter an” 
it be falſely and ma iciouſly jniputed to them by ſome. They loſt a fine 
army, fighting for the King when a priſoner ; and before he was brought 


yy N | Statifical Account 


The Parliament ſent their army into England, under the eee! of 


the Duke of Hamilton. They were dofeated at Preſton, Aug. 17. by 


Cromwell. This was called the unlawful engagement, and all who did 
engage in this war were obliged, by act of Aſſembly next year, to make 
public ſatisfaction for their offence. Theſe offenders performed their ye. 


nance 1 repentance; ſo that, by this piece of diſcipline, neither | 
_ the intereſt of religion nor of the church was much advanced. | 


Ano 1649, Jan. 30. King Charles was baſely murdered by Cromwell 
and the ſectarian party. This execrable fact was deteſted and abhorred 
party, who by no means acceded to it, though 


to his trial, they, by their Commiſſioners at London, gave in their prote- 


ſtations againſt his trial; and, upon the melancholy event of his death, called 
home his ſon, and ſe 


t the crown on his head. The Genera 
;barles II. dated Aug. 6. 1649, have theſe words: 


their letter to Kin 


We do from our hearts abominate and deteſt that horrid tact of the 
4 Sectaries againſt the life of your Royal father, our late Sovereign, ſo it 
s is the unfeigned and earneſt defire of our fouls, that the ancient monar- 
chical government of theſe kingdoms may be eſtabliſhed and flouriſh in 


« your Majeſty's perſon all the days of your life, and may be continued 
% in your Royal family.” Cromwell defeated our army at Dunbar and 
Hamilton, and in the year 1653 raiſed the General Aſſembly, and ſup- 


prefled that court during his adminiſtration, but allowed Preſbyterics and 


Synods to meet. The Church's loyalty to the King and Royal Family 


was very ſhgcking to the Uſurper. They had brought home the King 


and crawned him at Scoon, Jan. 1. 1651, having ſettled with him their 
claim of right, or the terms of his government. But the Uſurper prevail 


ed, amd drove the King out of the iſland, and forced the whole kingdom 


2 ſubjection to his moſt arbitrary government. The Church ſtood 


firm and unſhaken in their loyalty to their exiled King and the monarchy, 


praying for him by name in the face of the Engliſh ſoldiers, and exerted 
themſelves to the utmoſt for his reſtoration, and when the oath of the Ten. 


der was urged, abjuring the King and Royal n. all of them, as 15 . 


ſaid, Mr og excepted, refuſed it. 
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PARISH or S TRATHD ON,. 


(Cour AND: mien or Avenvenn, Parsnrreny or 
5 rene | 


By the Rev. Mr Joux GorpDon 


Situation, Extent, Name, Rivers, Surface, and Soil. 


GTRATHDON is the moſt weſterly pariſh in the preſ- 
bytery, Synod and county, to which it belongs. The 
kirk is 40, and the moſt remote parts of the pariſh upwards 


af go Engliſh miles diſtant from the county town; the 
united pariſhes of Crathie and Braemar perhaps excepted. 
It is by far the moſt extenſive/ppriſh i in the Synod and coun- 


ty where it lies, being about 20 Engliſh miles long, from 
W. to E. including about half a mile of the pariſh of Glen- 


bucket, by. which it is interſected; and in ſome places, from 


7 to 8 broad, from N. to S. The modern name, Strath- 
don, is deſcriptive of its ſituation ; the greateſt part of the 
arable. land lying in an extended valley, along the banks of 
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miles 
Don. All theſe rivers and burns abound in excellent trout. 


A Statiſtienl Account 


: the river Don, which takes its riſe among the hills in the 


head of the country, and runs through the pariſh from W. 
to E, dividing it nearly into 2 equal parts. This pariſh 


formerly went by the name of Invernochtie. It was ſo 


called, from the kirk's being built near to the place where 


the ſmall river Nochtie falls into Don. Beſides theſe, there 


are 5 or 6 leſſer rivers or burns, which flow from the fur. 
_ rounding mountains, in different directions, and fall into 


Don in its courſe through the pariſh. W ſeparate 1 | 
from each other by conſiderable hills; moſt of them run 


through deep hollows or glens. The ground on both ſides 
of theſe rivulets, in general, as well as on each fide of 
Don, where there are alſo ſome conſiderable haughs, riſes 
gradually towards the hills; and for ſome diſtance from 
their banks, a conſiderable art of it is arable, about: 
ur from the places where they reſpectively join with 


Salmon alſo are very frequently found in Don, toward 
the lower end of the pariſh,—The general appearance of 
the country is hilly. The hills are moſtly covered with 
heath. They afford very wholeſome paſture for ſheep, and 


moſt of them abound in game. The hills of Curgarff in 


particular are famous for this production; and in the ſea- 
ſon, are generally reſorted to by ſportſmen from various 


1 parts of the Kingdom. The ſoil, as may be ſuppoſed, in 


ſo large a tract of country, is various. 


The greater part 


of it is light and ſharp; and when properly managed, 15 


fertile enough. In the higheſt parts of the pans: it 1s _ 


5 87) of : A blackaſh — inclined to moſs. 


+ 


Agriculture —The ordinary crops are bear and oats 
ſome rye, with a mixture of oats, and a few peaſe. When 
the weather will permit, (which has not been the caſe for 
ſome years paſt), the ſeed- time is began about the 2cth of 
| March, 


March, 
| toward: 
middle 
ſeaſons, 
account 


the gro 
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| is alſo white), is diſtinguiſhed fro 
oats, in its appearance, chiefly by its ſhortneſs: It does 
not produce quite ſo good meal, nor ſo much fodder; nei- 
| ther is it ſo hardy in bearing ſtreſs of weather ; it has alſo 

| a greater tendency to impoveriſh the ground ; but it is con- 
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March, and | finiſhed about Whitſunday. Harrell | is begun 


towards the end of Auguſt, and is generally over by the 


middle of October. In the upper parts of the pariſh, the 


ſeaſons, both for ſowing and reaping, are rather later, on 
account of the difference both of ſoil and climate. There, 

| the ground is more chilled by the longer continuance of 
ſnow in the ſpring, and by more frequent ſhowers i in ſum- 


mer. The tenants in thoſe parts, however, endeavour to 
obviate theſe local diſadvantages, by ſowing their bear im- 


mediately after their oats, without any interval; and by 
This grain, (which 
1 the common white 


uling a ſpecies of oats, called birley 


fiderably earlier, and ripens nearly as ſoon in the higher 


parts of the country, as the common white oats does fac-- 
ther down, where both the ſoil and climate are more fa. 
vourable. Beſides the abdYe-crops of grain, a good many 

potatoes are raiſed, Turnips are generally ſown by the 
proprietors, and anſwer well. They alſo lay out their 
fields with artificial graſſes, from which excellent crops are 
produced, both for hay and paſture, The tenants are not 
inſenſible of the advantages of cleaning and meliorating 
their fields by green crops, but are prevented from trying 
it by their inability to lay out the neceſſary expenſe, by 


the want of encloſures, and of long leaſes. Another bar 
on improvements in farming, is a number of ſervices, 


which the tenants are obliged to perform to the proprietors, 
ſuch as caſting, winning, and leading their peats and turfs 


in ſummer z harrowing in ſeed time; reaping in harveſt; 


long carriages from Aberdeen and other places. Some of 
the heritors indeed have converted theſe ſervices into mo- 
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ney, but others gin exact them in Line: and even where 
they are converted, the rents are thereby ſo much raiſed, 
that the cure is almoſt as bad as the diſeaſe. Of courſe, 
the mode of farming has undergone little variation here, 
except among the gentlemen ; excepting on ſome farm 
| where there is outfield, the tenants generally go over al 
their arable land with dung once in three years. In many 


places, eſpecially in the upper parts of the pariſh, dung is, 
laid on the furrow for bear, and harrowed in with the | 


ſeed. In other parts, it is laid on the white land, either in 
autumn, or early in thg-ſpring, and covered with a break. 
furrow ; and after lying ſome time in this ſtate, is clean 
ploughed for the ſeed : This is followed by two ſucceeding 
_ crops of oats; after which, the ground is dunged again, 
and the ſame rotation of crops obſerved. as before; and 
thus, the greateſt part of the arable land here has been 
treated, time immemorial, without reft, or any other 
cleaning, than throwing off ſome of the weeds raiſed by 
the harrow in a dry ſeaſon. ry good crops, however, 
z both of bear and oats, are ra ed in this way. 

Few of the eſtates or farms here have been meaſured, ex 
cepting on ſome of the largeſt farms where there is outfield 
ground. The tenants in general pay nearly at the rate of L.1 
Sterling for every boll's ſowing of arable land they pol- 

ſeſs; and as the ſoil is generally thin, and not in great or- 
der, it is believed that a Scotch acre will require almoſt 2 
boll of oats fer ſeed. Along with this, however, every 
| tenant has ſome meadow-ground for graſs, and a right of 
Paſturage 1 in the adjacent hills or glens. Though the land 
in general 1s little improved, the rents have been doubled, 
and in ſome places tripled within theſe 40 years paſt. This 
_ circumſtance, together with the great advance in the wa- 
ges of evan; makes the fituation of our farmers rather 


uncomfortable: 
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«:comfortable. _ Accordingly, the tenantry in general are 
ſuppoſed to be much poorer than they were 3o or 40 years 
ago. At that time, many of the tenants had a full ſtock - 


ing or cover on their poſſeſſions, beſides ſome money out 


at intereſt. Now there are very few of that deſeription, but 
on the contrary, many of them in arrears to their land- 
lords. The tenantry in Curgarff, (a diſtrict in the upper 
part of the pariſh, about 8 or 9 Engliſh miles in length), 
are rather in a more thriving condition, and pay their rents 
more punctually than the generality of thoſe who live in 
the other parts of the pariſh. Their poſſeſſions are as high- 
ly rented in proportion to the arable land on them, but 
teh have more extenſive paſturages. They depend wholly 
on cattle for the payment of their rents, and for procuring 
thoſe neceſſaries which their farms do not produce, ſo that 

they can the more eaſily bear a bad crop now and then; 
and as cattle have ſold high for ſome years paſt, they have 
ſuffered leſs from the late unfavourable ſeaſons, than the 
farmers in the lower parts of the country, who depend part- 


ly on cattle, and partly on victual. Their poſſeſſions too are 


moſtly ſmall, and they require fewer ſervants. The farms 


| throughout the whole pariſkiffin general are not extenſive, | 


renting for the moſt part from L. 5 to L. 20 Sterling. A 
few, however, are rented higher; two or three from L. 40 
to L. 60 Sterling; and one farmed by the proprietor, that 
would fetch about the ſame rent. In good years, the pa- 
riſu produces more victual than is ſufficient to ſupply the 
inhabitants, and affords a conſiderable ſurplus of butter, 
cheeſe, black cattle, and ſheep. The butter and cheeſe 
are generally carriedſto market at Tarland, a village of a- 
bout g Engliſh miles from the kirk of Strathdon, The 
cattle are ſold to Aberdeen butchers, or South®ountry 
drovers, Forty years ago, there was ſcarcely a cart in the 
pariſh, Creels only were uſed for carrying both dung and 

peats. 
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the Horſes after his back. In the pariſh, are 552 ho es, 
2286 black cattle, and 8: 543 ſheep, moſtly what are called 
here half-brooked. The other quadrupeds, and the birds 
both native and migratory, are ſuch as are common in A 


berdeenſhire. 
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peats. This practice i is nil continued by alot all the te 
nants above the kirk, where two-thirds of the pariſh, 3 
to extent, are ſituated: In the lower parts of it, however, 

| there are now upwards of 50 carts. One of the gentlemen 
keeps a carriage. In the whole pariſh, there are about 119 
ploughs; ſome of them are drawn by 8, ſome by 10, and 
ſome by 12 cattle ; ſome by cattle and horſes before them, 
and a great many by horſes alone. The gentlemen put ge. 
nerally 2 horſes only in a plough, without a driver. Al 

| the tenants in Curgarff, and ſome in other parts of the pa 


riſh, yoke 4 horſes a-breaſt. The driver, who holds the 
halters in his hand, to regulate their motions, walks befe 


| Population. —Accordin gto Dr Webſter's report, the num- 


ber of ſouls then was 1750. The population has decreaſed 
more than 100 within theſe 20 r 12 years paſt, owing to 
decayed farmers and others ! 
ring towns, and ſervants going to the ſouth country in queſt 
of higher wages. By an accurate liſt taken ſince this year 
began, the number of pariſhioners amounted to 1524; 
males 736, females 788, under 8 years of age 306. There 
are 2 Epiſcopalians, upwards of 100 Roman Catholics, moſt- 
_ ty reſiding in Curgarff, which is regularly viſited by 3 


ving removed to manufactu- 


prieft of that perſuaſion, who reſides in the neighhouring 
pariih of Glengairden; all the other a iſhioners are of the 


© Heritory 


| | „„ 
No regiſter of barials has ever been kept here, nor can the annual num. 


ber of births and marriages be exactly aſcertatued. The Roman Catho- 
N lies 
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Heritors and Rent.— The heritors of this pariſh, are the 

Earl of Fife, Meſſrs Forbeſſes of Bellabeg, Skellater, Inve- 

rearnan, _ Achernach, ; Mr Leith of Glenkindy, M r An- 
5 derſon 


lies never enter in the pariſh regiſter; and the Proteſtants in Curgerf, who 

are generally married, and their children baptized by the miſſionary miniſter 
in that diſtri&, have ſhewn equal backwardneſs to this uſeful meaſure, 

. eſpecially ſince the trifling tax was impoſed on theſe regiſtrations. From 
the beſt information I can obtain on this ſubject, I ſuppole that the ave - 
rage of births for ſeveral years paſt, has been about 40; of marriages, 10. 
This pariſh, I i imagine, has been greatly more populous in the laſt century 
than it is now. The regiſter both of births and marriages, from 1674 to 
1710, are ſtill pretty entire, and appear to have been very exactly kept. 
And in moſt years, during that * both births and e were 
double their preſent number. | 


t of the pariſh of Tarlmnd.—There i is 981 in \ Strathdoi, a le. 8 

tached corner of the pariſh of Tarland, quite unconnected with the reſt 
of that pariſh, being ſeparated from it by part of the pariſh of Coldſtone, — 
theſpariſh of Migvie, now annexed to Tarland, and the pariſh of Strathdon; 2A 
nnd ſome parts of it are 15 Engliſh miles diftant from its pariſh-church. 

This diſtrict begins about an Engliſh mile above the pariſh of Strathdon, 

and extends five or fix to the weſtward, on the north fide of the river Don. 

There are in it 188 people, old and young, of whom about 20 are Roman 

Catholics, the reſt of the Eſtabliſhed Church,—72 horſes, 277 black cattle, 

1186 ſheep. It is the property of 4 gentlemen, who reſide either con- 

ſtantly or occaſionally ; all of whom however, (except Mr Houſton of 
Edinglaſſie), are heritors in this pariſh, as will be after mentioned. I do 
not know the valued rent of that corner, nor can I ſpeak with certainty of 

the real rent, as the greater part of it is farmed by the proprietors, but L 
+. WE fuppoſe it to be worth from L. 250 to L. 300 Sterling. The people in that 
quarter. were formerly under the inſpection of the miniſter of Strathdon, 


4 for which he had a ſmall allowance from the miniſter of Tarland. Since 

5 a miſſionary miniſter has been ſtationed in Curgarff, they make part of his 

1e charge, but they all communicate at Strathdon, and the greater part of 
them attend public worſhip there, as they are nearer to this ;kirk than to 

5 the place of worſhip in Curgarff. Thus much I thought proper to ob- 

: ſerve, with regard to this part of Tarland pariſh, as it lies in the country 

: of 3 and — 2 not locally in this — is cloſely ocntetted : 
with it. 
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5 berſon of Canductaig, oy Mr Fiveutaron of 41 
The Earl of Fife has only a ſmall property in the pariſh, 
but is ſuperior of the whole, excepting the eſtate of Glen. 
kindy, which holds of the Crown; only Mr Leith and Mr 
Forbes of Achernach reſide in the pariſh. The manſion. 
| houſes of Skellater, Inverearnan, and Candacraig, are fl. 
tuated in the detached corner of Tarland pariſh above de. 
ſcribed. The valued rent of this pariſh is L. 3039: 1:6 
Scots; 5 che real rent about L. 1600 Sterling. 


| 1 e Poor.— The PR is patron. The ol 


_ ſtipend is only L. 48: 6: 8, all in money, with ſome peat: 
and other ſervices paid by the pariſhioners, and 20 merks 
Scots for communion-elements. A conſiderable augmen- 
tation in victual was lately awarded, but by a ſubſequent 
8 interlocutor that judgment has been altered ; and as the laſt 
decree thereanent is not yet final, ſtill farther alterations 
may be made; ſo that nothing certain can be ſaid as to the 
ſlipend. The glebe, ſo far as I know, has never been mes. 


ſured; but from the quantity of grain it requires for ſeed, 


is ſuppoſed to be only about 2 acres arable, excluſive of the 
manſe and garden. The miniſter has L. 20 Scots for grabs 
The kirk was rebuilt in 1757, but is at preſent much in 
need of repairs. It is ſpacious enongh, but moſt irregular- 


ly ſeated, and, therefore, does not properly accomodate the 


| ien *—There is a rol Khan and ſchool- 


4 maſter, 

* For ſeveral years, the manſe and offices were almoſt 5 After 
a proceſs of 2 or 3 years dependence before the Court of Seſſion, the Preſ⸗ 
bytery's decreet, for new houſes, received their Lordſhip's fanction, and 
they were all rebuilt in 1791; they have, however, been very inſufficiently 
executed. The walls of the manſe draw water, and part of the offices 
are already unroofed; and if not repaired ſoon, will go to wreck. Unfor- 
rden for V public work in this pariſh, the heritors are ſeldom una- 


nimous. 
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| maſter, with a ſalary of 100 merks Scots; he is generally 
ſeſſion- clerk, for which he receives L. 20 Scots. His whole 
emoluments ve not reed L. 12 Sterling *.—There are 

| | about 


nimous, and of courſe require compulſion to make them nd any 
meaſure of the kind, which turns out in the iſſue to be much againſt their 
own intereſt; as a few ſhillings timeouſly applied in this way, would 8 
ſometimes ſave a pound For upwards of 50 years paſt, an itinerant or 5 
miſionary miniſter has been ſtationed in the upper diſtrict of the pariſh, | 
called Curgarff. He has a ſalary of L. 28 Sterling yearly, from the Royal 
bounty, with a houſe. He has the immediate charge of 462 people, 
old and young, belonging toStrathdon, and of the people in the detached 
corner of Tarland pariſh, above mentioned, amounting to 188; but the 
people i in both theſe diſtricts communicate at the pariſh-church of Strath=  - * 
don. The miſſionary i is of ſignal advantage to the intereſts of religion 
ia that remote corner. The place of worſhip.is about 7 or 8 Engliſh miles 
diſtant from the pariſh- church, and the habitable pare of the country ex- 
iends 4 or 5 farther to the weſtward. 


b 1 Excepting in a mild winter, the ſchool is ſeldom throng, owing to 

the ſituation of the pariſh. It abounds in hills, and rivers or burns, ſo 

that children at a diſtance cannot attend in froſt and ſnow; and owing to 
the ſcarcity and dearth of ſervants, of all deſcriptions, the generality of 
the tenants employ their children in herding, as ſoon as they are fit for | 

The pariſh has had the benefit of a ſchoolmaſter, paid by the Socie- 

| 3 for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, for theſe 40 years paſt. He has 
been generally ſlationed in Curgarff, on Nochy fide and Kindy fide by 
turns, theſe being the moſt diſtant parts of the pariſh from the parochial 
ſchool; in all which places he has been highly uſeful. The Society have, 
with great propriety, appointed another of their ſchoolmaſters to be ſta- 
tionedin Curgarff, where it is hoped he will be; continued, as the children 
in that extenſive diſtrict are not only at a great diſtance from their own 
parochial ſchool, but are quite out of the reach of every other ſchool, at any 
ſcaſon ; and though their turn of the other ſchoolmaſter was of great con- 
ab to them, it was by no means adequate to their neceſſities. If the 
ichoolmaſter's ſettlement in Curgarff is made permanent, and the ſchool. 

walter juſt now on Kindy ſide ſhall be ſtationed there, and on Nochty 
fide, 3 or 4 years alternately, which the intereſts of religion do indeed re- 

quire, all the children in the main nn its extenſive and ſcat- 


tered 
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for paying the ſeſſion- clerk and officer, are the weekly cd. 
lections, which are very ſmall; together with what ariſes 
from penalties, the uſe of 2 mortcloths, the rent of a ſmal 
loft in the church, and the intereſt of 1000 merks Scots of 
mortified money; all which, for theſe 9 or 10 years pal, 
have amounted to L. 16 or L. 1 ere yearly, at at 
ee. 4 | 


but there are few inſtances of longevity. Some years ago, 
EO woman in the pariſh died at the age of 100. There are 
a few perſons ſtill living about 82. The moſt common 
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about 40 perſons on the poors roll, all of whom receive ; . 4 

trifling ſupply, twice in the year; the moſt neceſſitous get eis ma 

as often as their exigencies require, and the ſtate of the me, th 
ume, 


funds will admit. The only funds for their ſupport, and rnere at 


everal t 
Ballabeg 
pan to |] 
eſs of h 
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hard w 


"> RES. people in general are healthy, 


eſtate 
diſtempers are the hooping cough, meaſles, and ſmall pox; iſ kom 
fevers ſometimes make their appearance, conſumptions ve. I I. 4 
ry rarely; among old men, ſtone and gravel are very pre. v7 
valent. Inoculation for the ſmall pox has not yet become Ant 
general throughout the pariſh. In one corner, (on Kind) the o. 


ſide), it has at different times been practiſed with great ſuc- Doun 
cels, owing chiefly to the influence and attention of the pro- i |y art 
prietor. The pariſhioners at large do not feem to entertain It ha 


any prejudice againſt inoculation, if they could afford the moſtl: 


| expenſe. There is a chalybeate ſpring at Glenconry ; but WM is ſtil 
it is little attended to, though it is ſaid to be nothing in- has b 


ferior to ſome elſewhere, that are in good repute. 1 that « 
Minerals, dhe d 

2 and, 

tered ſituation, will, if their parents are not very faulty, be bleſſed with ern e 
an opportunity of learning to read and write, and of being inſtructed 1 in This 
the n of the Chriſtian religion. N | ſures 


| of Strathdon. „„ 


1 Plantations, £9c.— There is abundance of gra- 
re and limeſtone, and ſlate of a coarſe quality. Little 
lle is made of the granite and ſlate, and not much of the 
time, though the ſoil in general 15 well adapted N. 
here are no natural woods of conſequence in the pariſh, but 
everal thriving plantations of fir. The late Mr Forbes of 
Ballabeg was the firſt in this part of the country who be- 
van to plant. His improvements, conſidering the ſmall- 
H of his property, are worthy of notice. He poſſeſſed only 
ne farm of L. 100 Scots of yearly rent, and a mill. He be- 
gan his plantations in 1745, which he afterward extended 
over upwards of 100 acres. He built a commodious manſion- 

houſe and offices; he improved ſome moor-ground, ftraight- 
„ ed his fields, ſowed them out with artificial graſſes, and en- 


re hard wood; and ſo much did he raiſe the value of his ſmall 
eſtate, that, beſides a conſiderable ſum arifing annually 
from the ſale of wood, the farm is let for the enſuing your 
at L. 49, 155 8. Sterling. | 


Ie 1 Oc. At: a little diſtance from the church, on . 
de oppoſite (north) fide of the river Don, ſtands the 


cloſed a great part of them with ſtone fences and belts of 


c- WF Doun of In vernochtie, a beautiful earthen mount, evident- 


„by artificial, and ſome time a place of conſiderable ſtrength. 
n It has been defended on the top by a wall, which is now 
ic WF moſtly fallen; part of it, however, on each fide the gate, 
us till to be ſeen. Its baſe is ſurrounded by a ditch, which 
„bas been filled with water by a ſmall ſtream (Bardock) 
that comes from the adjacent hill. This fſtream, entering 

| ihe ditch at the north-weſt quarter, divides into two parts; 
and, purling along each fide of the Doun, joins at the eaſt- 
ern extremity, and falls into Don ſome yards below it. 
This mount is of an oval form ; its ſurface on the top mea- 

lures about half an acre ; at the baſe it is more extenſive. 
Its 
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Its height, from the bottom of the ditch, may be 60 fee. 
the depth of the ditch, below the ſurface of the adjacey 
ground, about 16 feet; and its breadth at the bottom 2 
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feet. There is no hiſtory or tradition reſpecting this rem 
nant of antiquity *. The moſt ancient building in the parik 


Mill entire is the caſtle of Curgarff. It 1s ſuppoſed to haw 
been built by ſome of the Earls of Marr for a hunting ſeat 
During the feuds between the Gordons and Forbeſſes, i 
was burnt in 1571 by Adam Gordon of Auchindoun, g 
{ome of his officers, and in it Alexander Forbes of Tomie' 
lady, Margaret Campbell, daughter to Campbell of Cl 
der, then big with child, together with her children nd 
ſervants, 27 in number, were cruelly burnt to death. Hs 
ving been afterward rebuilt, it was purchaſed by Goven- 
ment in 1746, from Mr Forbes of Skellater, and for ſeve- 
ral years thereafter, 15 or 20 men were ſtationed in it; far 
fome years pal the inn has confiſted of 2 or 3 invalis 


 Mifeellancon Obfervations—The women in this parili, 


20 or 30 years ago, were chiefly employed i in Knitting 
ſtock ings; that ſpecies of manufacture has now given plac: 
to ſpinning coarſe lint, which is moſtly brought for that pur: 
poſe, by our country ſhopkeepers, from manufacturers in 
Aberdeen and other places; for there is not much flax r- 


- fed 


In ſome neighbouring pariſhes, there are eminences ſomething like 
this, but it is the largeſt and moſt complete of any thing of the Kind in 
this country. In its neighbourhood are to be ſeen, ſome inconſiderabie 
ruins of houſes cloſe by one another; at the ſame place, and alfo in another 
part of the pariſh, are what the country people call ezrd hoſes, Theſe 


are below ground, and ſome of them ſaid to extend a great way. Tit 


ſides of theſe ſubterraneous manſions are faced up with dry ſtones, io the 
height of about 3 feet, they are between 3 and 4 feet wide, and covered's- 


| Hove with large ſtones laid acroſs, They may have been, either receptacie 


for plunder, or places of ſhelter from the inclemency of the weather, beer 
houſes were built, or of concealment from an enemy, oh 
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ſed in the , This, though a more ſevere and n more ex 
hauſting employment, on account of the great quantity of ſa- 
va requiſite, is deemed more profitable. The women here 
aſe all two-handed wheels, as they call them; they are in 
general capital ſpinners, and bring a deal of money into the : 
pariſh. Their common ſtint is from 20 to 24 cuts a. day; 
but ſome of them on a ftretch, it is ſaid, will ſpin double 
that quantity: For every ſpindle, or four 12 cut hanks 
ſpun, they receive commonly about 1 8. Sterling. The 
men are moſtly employed in huſbandry. There are as 
many tradeſmen as ſupply the exigencies of the pariſh, ex- 
cepting ſhoemakers and maſons ; to theſe laſt little employ- 
ment is given, except by the proprietors: almoſt all of them 
indeed have commodious houſes fubſtantially built, and 


pleaſantly ſituated; but the tenants houſes in general have 


2 very mean appearance, which gives ſtrangers a ſtrong im- 
preſſion of the povery of the country. There are few pla- 
ces where decent farm-houſes could be erected at leſs ex- - 


penſe than in this pariſh, for it has within itſelf almoſt all 7 


the materials requiſite ; plenty of ſtones, clay, lime, fir- 
timber, and even ſlate 3 but, notwithſtanding theſe advan- 
ages, little reformation in this way can be expected, till 
the proprietors give more encouragement to their tenants - 
than they have hitherto done.—The language ſpoken is 
Engliſh, or rather broad Scotch, excepting in Curgarff. 
Ide people there, eſpecially in the upper part of that di- 
ſtrict, ſpeak alſo a kind of Gaelic ; but that language 2 
mong them 1s much on the decline *,—The ancient inha- 
ef lim 


* The names of almoſt all the towns, fields, hills, and rivers are, I am 
told, derived from the Gaelic ; as Ballabeg, the little town; Tolaheſpick, 
the biſhop's hollow ; Dhalachlirich, the clerk's haugh ; Don or Dhoin, 
. becauſe the river of that name, for ſome diſtance from its ſource, 
uns through deen — level e Noehtis, or N uachde, the cold 

water, 
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bitants of this pariſh, as tradition relates, were exceeding 
rough and uncivilized in their manners. The proprietgy 
| who were very numerous, appear, at leaſt ſome of then 
(for there were exceptions in the worſt of times,) to hin 
been haughty, reſentful, and cruel ; nor were they at al 
for affiſtants in executing their moſt miſchievous projet 
as their example was followed, and their commands impl. 
citly obeyed by their tenants and dependents. They ha 
their feuds and family-quarrels, which they proſecuted i 
the moſt violent manner, without regard to time or plac, 
Even the church-yard on a Sunday was ſometimes the 
| ſcene of action, where two hoſtile lairds, with their reſpe 
tive adherents, ruſhed upon one another with their durk 
and their ſhabbles. The miniſters in particular felt the d 
| fefts of their ſavage barbarity. One miniſter, (Mr Baxter, 
_— a very remote period indeed, had his head cut off at the 
manſe - door with a Lochaber axe, by a laird in his neigh. 
bourhood. Another, (Mr Macſween), towards the begit- 

: ning of the preſent century, after repeated inſults, was 

5 | SAP 5 tempted 


water, which takes its riſe in the hills in the N. W. quarter of the pariſh; 
Binnew, the holy hill, ſo called perhaps from a ſtone on its ſummit, with 
a cavity or hollow in it, wherein, from the frequent rains and damps a 
that hill, water was generally ſeen; and in the times of ſuperſtition, thi 
water was believed to ſpring out of the ſtone, and to poſſeſs a virtue dl 
healing various diſeaſes : Minnagowan, which it is ſaid derives its nam 
from the ſmith, who ſurvived the battle, fought at the Inch of Perth, be- 
tween an equal number of the clan Chattan and clan Kai. This fon df 
Vulcan, being fortunate enough to eſcape the dreadful ſlaughter of that 
day, directed his courſe northward, and it is faid, ſettled for ſome time i 
the foot of the Laight, a hill which ſeparates this pariſh from Kirkmichael 
or Strathaven ; but he afterward removed to Carvie-ſide, about a mile t0 
the S. W. of the kirk of Strathdon, where he continued till his death. 
The place of his reſidence is ſtill known by the name of the Smith's town, 
and the hill where he caſt his peats is called Minnagowan or the Smith's 
moſs, The fuel uſed here is peat, turf, and heath. The laſt is com 
monly made uſe of for drying the corns, 
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tempted, it is ſaid, to be ſmothered with a wet canvas, on 
an evening when at family prayers; but, being a man of 
confiderable bodily ſtrength, he extricated himſelf from 

the toil ; and Tome others met not always with the reſpect 
bun aue to their character and function. The manners of the 

1 preſent generation here, however, are, in theſe reſpects, : 
ei changed greatly to the better. The gentlemen are well 
mi bred, ſocial, hoſpitable, and humane. The country people 
WW are induſtrious, civil, and obliging. The laſt miniſter, who 
| ui {erved the cure upwards of 40 years, was reſpected and be- 
lace BY loved by his people of all ranks; and the preſent incum- 
bent, though unfortunately engaged for years in law-ſuits 
ſpec with the heritors, about his manſe and ſtipend, has always EET 4 


o met with the greateſt civility from his pariſhioners of every 
ee denomination, —The roads are not in the beſt order. The 
teh ftatute-labour is commonly performed in kind; it is com- 
t de muted with any perſon who inclines, at the rate of 1s. 6 d. = 
eld a- year. There are in the pariſh two ſtone bridges on Don, 


eg the one, half an Engliſh mile to the weſtward of the church, 

5 al the other at the caſtle of Curgarff, on the King's road from 
pte t Edinburgh to Fort George. — There is not a decent inn or 
public houſe in the whole pariſh, where any perſon above 
1 the common rank could get a bed, or a comfortable meal. | 
+6 There are only two licenſed alehouſes; in theſe whiſky 

thi only is for the moſt part to be got, which is alfo ſold occa- 


1 Honally 3 in ſeveral other houſes e the pariſh *. *. 

n 

ko Vol. XIII. . N U M- 

on of 52 . | 5 

” * Prices, &c.— The prices of proviſions are generally 158. the boll of meal 

had it 9 ſtone; ſometimes about the term of Martinmas, it is fold lower by 

le to tenants, who cannot otherwiſe raiſe money to pay their rents; but at other 

-ath, aner of the year, it very often fetches more. From 16 8. to L. 1 the boll 

-Y Ot bear; butter from 10 8. to 12 .; cheeſe from 5 s. to 6s. the ſtone, of 

1 28 pound averdupoiſe; a hen 6 d.; a dozen of eggs 12 d. There is no mar- 

_ bet for butcher meat within our 1 A man W s Wages are _ 
| 4 
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L. 4 to L. 6 Sterling yearly, with victuals; a woman ſervant's from L.: 
to L. 3. The great advance in the rent of land, which has conſiderably ex. 
ceeded the progreſs of improvements; the ſervices formerly mentioned, 
together with the ſcarcity and high wages, and in many inſtances, care. 
| leflneſs of ſervants, and inattention to their maſter's intereſt, are the pin. 
_ cipal grievances of which the tenants in this partſh do not without reaſo 


complain. 


NUM. 
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2 the Rev. Joun Abausox, D. D: feſt Miniſter „ 
1 S. Aa, „ 


Name, Burgh, Univerſ ty, Oe. = 


Tur pril derives its name from the 7 of St An- 
drew's, formerly the ſeat of the primate of Scotland, 
and alſo of the prior of St Andrew's, whoſe revenue great- 
ly exceeded that of any other churchman in Scotland. The 
revenue of the archbiſhop in 1651, was money Ster- 
| ling, L. 242: 0: 715 wheat, bolls 489; bear, bolls 466; 
and oats, bolls 1072: and that of the prior in the ſame 
year, was, money Sterling, L. 186: 9; 10 ; wheat bolls, 
bog-bear. bolls 2119; oats, bolls 2426; meal, bolls 1827 
and peaſe, bolls 55. Theſe two benefices were conjoined 
in 1635, and the united revenue would now, at a moderate 
| convertion of the victual, amount to nearly L. 6000 Ster- 
| 2 | | ling | 


that of Kilrymont, 2. e. 


M 


ling a- year *, 15 The original name of this city was Mucroß, 


7. e. the promontory of boars,” from muc, ſignifying 4 


: ſow or boar, and roſs, a land, promontory, or peninſulz, | 


Hence Kinroſs, head of the peninſula,” and Culrof, 
back of the ſame. But St Regulus, (vulgo St Rule), : 
monk of Patræ in Achaia, (warned, as is faid by a viſa 


to fail weſtward, and) having landed in this neighbour. 
hood, with ſome relics of the Apoſtle Andrew, about the 
Fear 370; and having been ſucceſsful in converting the Pict, 


Herguſtus, the King, & 


anged the name of Mucroſs into 
zella regis in monte; or Cella in 
monte regis; becauſe the king had given to Regulus and 


his companions a piece of high ground, adjoining to the har. 

bour, on which he alfo erected a chapel and tower 1n honour 
of the monk, and bearing his name. The walls of St Rule' 
_ chapel, and the ſquare tower, ſtill remain. The tower i 
about 108 feet high, without any ſpire; the outſide, from 
top to bottom, is of thin aſhter work, the archesof the doors 


and windows, ſemicircular. The tower has been, at the 


expenſe of the Exchequer, within theſe few years repaired, 
that is, ſuch of the aſhler ſtones as had fallen down, have 
been replaced, and all the joints filled up with cement; and 
2 turnpike ſtair reared within fide, from bottom to top, 
which is now covered with lead within a parapet of 4 


feet. The exemplary virtue of Regulus and his company 


cauſed a great reſort of people to his chapel ; and the name 
of the city was ſoon changed from Kilrymont to Kilrule, 
(Fanum vel Cella Reguli,) which name is till retained 


among the Scotch Highlanders. The name, Kilrule, con- 
0 878 tinued 


* A very full account of the archbiſhoprick and priory, may be ſeen 
in Martin's Reliquiz Divi Andreæ, M. S. a copy of which is in the Ad- 
vocates library, Mr Martin of Clermont, the author, was ſecretary to 2. 
ſacceiive archbiſhops of St Andrew's, and dates his book in 1695. 
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ed in uſe till the Picts were extirpated by the Scots, 


was new peopled by a colony of Scots, particularly by 
{ervices to King Kennet were rewarded with all the lands ly- 


that captain, from his own name, called Fifland. The 


ed by a mob, inflamed by a ſermon of John Knox's. Both 
towers at the eaſt end are {till ſtanding, having lately got 
a ſmall repair, One only of the weſtern towers now re- 


All the arches in the eaſtern towers are ſemicircular; thoſe 
in the weſtern tower, and in that part of the ſouth wall ad- 


of which have been dug the foundations of the 4 great pil- 
lars that ſupported the cupola, and the foundations of the 
croſs ailes can be traced. The length of the cathedral 


be meaſured, on very rough and unequal ground, is 350 
feet; and the breadth of the croſs ailes from N. to S. 160 
feet. 


* To the church of St Andrew's was given the Boarchaſe; a tract of 
land fo called, extending from Pitmillie, nearly 5 miles E. from St An- 
drew's, to the new mill of Dairſie, 6 miles W. from the city, and from 2 to 
5 miles in breadth. A confiderable village, and adjacent lands in the E. 
end of the pariſh, have the general name of Boarhills. The arms of the 


city are a boar leaning on a tree; likely that this part of the country was 
neſted with bo ars. 


of St Andrew's, _ | 189 


who changed the name into St Andrew's. At this time 
the Metropolitan church *, which under the Picts had been 
at Abernethy, was tranſlated to St Andrew's ; and the town 
thoſe under the command of Fiffus Duffus, whoſe great 
ing in that ſhire, formerly called Pichtlandia, and which 
wall ſurrounding the priory is pretty entire; it is filled 
with baſtions, ſome round, and ſome ſquare, Part of the 


priors and ſubpriors houſes yet remain. Adjoining to the 
priory, are the ruins of the cathedral, which was demoliſh- 


mains, and a part of the weſt end of the outermoſt ſouth wall. 


joining to it, are pointed. The pits are very viſible, out 


from E. to W. as marked by the towers, as nearly as can 
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feet. oa the north fide of the wwn, a little weſt from th 
_ cathedral, on the brink of a perpendicular rock, are the ruin 
of the caſtle, known by the name of Cardinal Bethune's, bs 

cauſe therein he reſided, and therein was flain, in 1 54, 
by Norman Leſly and his company. From the caſtl, 
_ weſtward, there anciently ran a ſtreet, called the Swalloy. 
ſtreet, ſaid to be the reſidence of the merohants. It is noy 
a public walk, between the walls of gardens and field 
The inhabited ftreets are 3, running nearly from W. to l. 
but not quite parallel, as they all terminate on the en 
thedral, in the E. end: The South-ſtreet or Shoegate 
Market-ſtreet, and North- ſtreet. Theſe ſtreets are inter. 

ſected at right angles, by narrower ſtreets called wynd; 
On the ſouth fide of the South - ſtreet, nearer the weſt end, 


is a much admired ruin of a chapel, belonging to a convent 


of Gray friars; the roof is a continuation of the walk 
formed into a Gothic arch. Within the boundaries of this 
convent, is the public grammar-ſchool and ſchool-houſe 
At the weſt end of the North-ſtreet, was a convent df 
Black friars, of which nothing now remains but a part of 
the garden wall. Immediately adjoining to the welt pon 
ot the South-ſtreet, is a ſuburb, called Argyle, Argael, or 
Northgyle; to which reference is made in ſtating the populs- 
tion of this pariſh. The reaſon of the name is not Known“ 


The 


St Andrew's is a royal burgh, and for electing a member of the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament, is claſſed with Cupar, Perth, Forfar, and Dundee. The 
government of the city is veſted in a provoſt, dean of guild, and 4 bailies 
v.ho with the town-treaſurer, are called the office-bearers in the council, 
and are elected annually at Michaelmas by the whole council. The 
dean of guild here has the precedence of the bailies, and is preſes of the 
council in abſence of the provoſt. No one 1s eligible into the council, 
Who is not a burgeſs and guild brother, aſſeſſed in a portion of the public 
tardens within the city. The provoſt is the only member of the council 


+ ho is not obliged to zefide,, He has alſo this further privilege, that he 
| | may 


The 
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The great opulence of this city, in the times of Popery, 
may be conceived from this fin gle circumſtance, that there was 
an annual fair here, commencing in the beginning of April, 7 
which laſted for ſome weeks; and to which there reſorted, 
from 2 to 3 hundred veſſels, from all parts of the then commer- 
cial world. After the N che city Sradually fell 


low. | 
into 

now | | | 

eld may. be re-elected every year as long as he lives, while none of the other 

0 L. off ce · bearers can continue above 3 years in immediate ſucceſſion. No coun- 


ez. cillor, that has at any time enjoyed a higher office, can afterward hs 
elected into a lower. Beſides the 57 office-bearers above mentioned, the 


a council conſiſts of 14 brethren of the guild, the convener of the trades for 
tek. the time being, and tlie deacons for the time being, of the 7 following 
nds, crafts, or incorporations, viz. ſmiths, wrights, bakers, tailors, ſhoemakers, 
nd, weavers, and fleſhers; amounting in all, to 29. The council annually un- 
my (Lergoes a partial change, which is made in the following manner; on 

| the Wedneſday preceding the Michaelmas election, the ſubſiſting coun- 
al cil, of 29, adopt 3 by a majority of ſuffrages: theſe new councillors vote 
this with the old council in the ſubſequent election of office-bearers. The 
ule, council for the year after ſaid election, muſt conſiſt of theſe 3 new mem- 
t of bers, the new office=bearers, the office-bearers of the former year, the new 

| convener, and 7 deacons of crafts, with ſuch other guild brethren, as the 
of magiſtrates pleaſe to name, for making up the number 29, The magi- 
on Wl ftrates, for time immemorial, have been in uſe of naming the guild coun- 
or cillors of the former year; excepting 3, who muſt leave their places to 
h. e new members. When any office- bearer dies, his oſſice muſt continue 
F racant until the following Michaelmas; but his ſeat in the council is 
* tiled up by another guild brother, at the nomination of the magiſtrates, 
ne 


who fill up every vacancy in the council occaſioned by death; but when 
a councillor reſigns, his ſucceſſor is elected by the remaining 28. This 
[is is the ſet and eſtabliſhed practice of the city. The proper office of the 


be treaſurer is that of factor or chamberlain ef the town's revenue; and 
65, when he is appointed to diſcharge this office, he has a ſmall ſalary. But 
i, ue conncil, having found much inconveniency in the frequent change of 
he this :fficer; and havin« alſo found, that it was ſometimes a very delicate 
be { and difficult matter, to call the treaſurer to account, when he had a vote 
i, in the elections, have of late years eſtabliſhed a factor, who is not eligi- 


ble into the council; and they have lef the treaſurer merely the name 
of office, with the political privileges annexed to the naine. 
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into decay, from which it is now emerging, by the ſpirity 
_ exertions of a few individuals. There are as yet no er 
ports from St Andrew s, grain only excepted. But fro 


New C 
the 2 C 
hament 


9 this port, chiefly is the eaſtern part of Fife, for 9 or deligna 
miles, ſupplied with wood and iron, which formerly wer depend 
purchaſed at Dundee on the river Tay, or at Ely on t The Se 


Forth ; and che ſhore-dues, which 20 years ago did ng 
produce to the corporation above L. 10 Sterling a. year, ar 
now let in leaſe for L. 66. Several veſſels, from 40 to 200 

tons, have within theſe 2 years been built at this por, 
which are employed by the inhabitants in the wood ant 

coaſting trades. In the ſpring of 1792, Meſſrs Robertſon 
of Glaſgow, eſtabliſhed in this city a factory for ſowing ul 
tambouring muſlin. In a few months, they collected be 
tween 3 and 4 ſcore apprentices, girls from 5 to 14 yen 

of age, who receive weekly from 18. 3d. to 25. 60 

according to their age and progreſs. The number of ap 
prentices is ſtill increafing “. 

But the chief ſupport of this vine: 18 this Univerlicy, 
the\ conflux of ſtrangers, who here find excellent teachers i ian: 
all different branches, The Univerſity which is the oldet i belon 

in Scotland, being founded in 1444 f, formerly conſiſted WM trant, 

3 colleges, viz. St Salvator's, founded by James Kennedy of th: 

Biſhop of St Andrew's, in 1458; St Leonard's college, fount. . is pr 
ed by Prior Hepburn, 1512; and St Mary's, founded by perſc 
| Biſhop John Hamilton, 1552. In each of theſe colleges wer pals 
lecturers in theology, as well as in philoſophy, languages, & majo 

In the reign of James VI. x 579, under the direction of Georg tor i 
Buchanan, the Univerſity was new modelled ; and St Marys WW by t 

college was appropriated tothe ſtudy of theology, and is ther: Ve 


fore diſtin guiſhed by the name of the Divinity College, or the 


New _ 
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* Number of apprentices, in May 1793, 110. 


Fordun mentions an univerſity at Andrew's, in 1410. 
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New College. In 1747, on a petition from the maſters of 
the 2 colleges of St Salvator's, and St Leonard's, the Par- 
liament united theſe 2 colleges into one ſociety, under the 
deſignation of the United College. Theſe colleges are in- 
dependent of each other 1n their revenues and diſcipline. 
The Senatus Academicus, or Univerſity meeting, conſiſts of 
the principals and profeſſors of both colleges, which have a 
common intereſt in the library. The preſes of this meet- 


ing is the Rector or his depnte. The higher academical 


degrees are granted by the Univerſity. The Rector con- 
fers the degree of Maſter of Arts, on the recommendation of 
the Faculty of Arts in the United College. The Dean and 
Faculty confer the degree of Bachelor of Arts. The Rec- 
tor is choſen annually, on the firſt Monday of March, by 
the Comitia of the Univerſity, conſiſting of the Rector, 


Principals and Profeſſors of both colleges, with the ſtu- 


dents of divinity, of moral and of natural philoſophy ; 
all theſe maſters and ſtudents are divided, according to the 
place of their birth, into 4 nations, Fifans, Anguſians, Lo- 
thians, and Albans, which laſt claſs comprehends all who 
belong to none of the firſt 3. Each nation chooſes an In- 
trant, and the 4 Intrants name the Rector. If the votes 
of the Intrants, are equally divided, the laſt Rector, who 
is preſes of the Comitia, has the caſting voice. The only 
perſons eligible into the office of rectorate, are the princi- 
pals and the profeſſors of divinity, who are deſigned Viri 
majoris dignitatis ac nominis, or Viri Rectorales. The Rec- 


tor immediately after his inſtalment, (which is performed 


by his putting on the gown of office “, being a purple robe 
Yot. XII. n e with 


The principals and profeſſors, in ſeſſion time, wear black gowns, like 
thoſe uſed by the clergy in Scotland The ſtudents in the United College 
wear gowns of red or ſcarlet freeze, without ſleeves. The ſtudents of divi- 
Aity have no diſtinguiſhing garb or dreſs. g | | 
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| but the rector is not bound by their opinion or advice 


in receiving appeals, or ad vocations from the Recdor, i 


a N 
5 * _ + — - — * * = : 4 2 _ / I 
—.. oe tenor en ons ans ©, 2 


\ Teinds, to the parochial miniſters. In each college, there 
are apartments for lodging the ſtudents, rent free ; there 
is alſo a public table for the burſars on the foundation, In 
the United College, there is a ſeparate table for ſuch flu 


ling for the ſeſſion, conſiſting of 64 months ; ; at t each table, 
one of the maſters preſides. 


The Univerſity library is well ſtored wich books in al 


with a large hood, the hood and borders of the robe line well kne 
with crimſon ſatin; and by receiving the oath de #44) or difp: 
names deputes, from among the Viri Rectoralis, au and g99c 
aſſeſſors from the Senatus Academicus. He is a civil judge ed; and 
in the Univerſity, before whom may be brought com Vverſity-k 
plaints againſt maſters, ſtudents, or ſuppoſts of the Univer. a ſpirit 
ſity. To his court, there lies alſo an appeal from th Place is 


judgments of either college, i in matters of diſcipline. h the air i 
the rectoral court, the aſſeſſors have a deliberative voice; water,“ 
from ad 
or mali 
drew's. 


and alſc 


having the power of deciſion entirely in his own perſon, 
The Court of Seſſion have ſhown themſelves very tender 


matters of diſcipline over the ſtudents. The revenue gf and poF 
each of the colleges 1 1s partly i in tithes, partly i in property. Coal 
lands. The revenue from tithes is always decreaſing, by city; n 
| augmentations of ſtipend, granted by the Commiſſioners oi | chiefly 


| proper 
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dents as chooſe to board themſelves, at about L. 10 Ster 


St Andrew's has many advantages a as a 4 of ſtudy 


the ſciences, to which every ſtudent has acceſs, for a ſmall realon 
yearly payment. The maſters are eminent in their ſeve- riſk, a 
ral departments. There are very few avocations to the 

youth, who are not however reſtrained from innocent 
amuſements, which are properly regulated by the _malters. "7 
The perſon, the character, and actions of every ſtudent, are WF Pl 
Ds . well 


| Dyfar 


= 


3 


of St Andrews. ON : 19% | 


well known by the maſters ; ſo that any tendency to riot 
or diſſipation is immediately checked ; attention, diligence, 
and good behaviour, are obſerved, encouraged and honour- | 
ed; and the public examination of each claſs, in the Uni- 
verfity-hall, at the end of the ſeſſion, excites and maintains 

a ſpirit of application and emulation. The fituation of the 
place is very healthy ; there are dry walks at all ſeaſons, 


| the air is pure; the ſtreets are ſpacious and open ; and the : 


water, which in great plenty is brought into the town, 
from adjacent ſprings, by leaden pipes, is excellent. Putrid 
or malignant diſeaſes are ſcarcely ever ſeen in St An- 
drew's. Epidemical diſeaſes of any kind are very rare, 
and alſo much milder than 3 in other pres of the fame ze | 
and population. 5 | 5 e 5 
Coal is in great abundance within A few miles of the | 
city; much alſo is imported from both ſides of the Forth, 
chiefly from Dyſart, Alloa, and Borrowſtounneſs. The 
proper weight of a St Andrew's cart- load, or boll of coals, 
is 75 ſtone, or 1209 pounds. The averige price of this 
cart. load, including carriage, has hitherto been from the 
adjacent mines, 5s. Dyſart, 5 s. 4d. Alloa, 5s. 10 . 
Borrowſtounneſs, 68. 4d. The harbour has of late been 
| much improved, and the mole extended farther towards 
the ſea. A ſpirit of enterpriſe has ariſen among the inha- 
bitants, new houſes on an improved plan of ſize, accommo- 
dation, and elegance, are yearly riſing, and there is every 
reaſon to believe, that St Andrew's will continue to flou- 
rih, and will gradually regain its former luſtre. SE 
; _ Extent, 


” During the winter 1 792-3, St Andrew s ſuffered under the general 
complaint, of ſcarce and dear coals. The moor coals were raiſed to 65. 6 d. 
| Dyſart nod Alloa, to 8s. 9 d. Borrowſtounneſs as ** as 11 8. 
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Andrew s forms a parallelogram nearly, the ends of which 
pointing towards E. by S. and W. by N. broadeſt at the 
_ weſt end. The length from E. to W. about 10 miles; city 
of St Andrew's nearly in the middle of the north fide; 
greateſt breadth nearly 4 miles. Through the whole length 
of the pariſh there is an acelivity from. N. to S. forming, 
with little interruption, one large corn- field, in which arc 
found all the varieties of ſoil, elay, loam, ſand, &c. The 
| ſandy ſoil is chiefly in the neighbourhood of the city, and 
adjoining to the months of Eden and Kenlowie. The{ 


Daten, 6 Soil, Clans, e. The ravidh of 8 


ſandy fields feem, at ſome remote period, to have been col. 
lected by the ſmall rivers, and, by gradual accumulation, to 


have qiverted or narrowed the courſe of the waters. Al 
| theſe fields, however, are plonghed, and, by proper attention, 
: produce good crops of corn, excepting a ſmall ſpot of 
downs or bents, which is oppoſed to the ſea on the eaſt fide 
of the harbour, and a larger tract of the ſame running from 
the N. W. corner of the city, which produces ſome paſture 
for ſheep, and forms the links, well known to golfers. A- | 
long the eaſt fide of theſe links, in a direction nearly 8. 
and N. is a flat firm ſandy beach, about 15 mile long, ter- 


minated on the N. by the mouth of Eden. This beach is 
known by the name of the Weſt Sands, and is almoſt er- 


tirely covered by the ſea at ſpring tides. From the ſouth- 


ern extremity of this beach, to the eaſt end of the pariſh, 
with the interruption only of the harbour, and another 


| ſhort ſandy beach, called the Eaſt Sands, running along the 
| firſt mentioned ſpot of downs or bents, the ſhore outward 


from high water mark is lined with rough and ragged 


7 ſhelving rocks, moſtly covered with ſea-weed, and the 
_ coaſt inwards is very rocky and bold, the face of it in ſome 
places perpendicular rock to the height of 30 or 40 feet, 


yet the plough comes to the very brink, having a ſufficien 
OM; 8 5 
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yol foil. The boundaries of this 4 to the W. 101 S. ter 
pover in winter. The greater part of theſe moors ſeem ſit 
ly for being planted with wood, and the proprietors are 


ll the eaſtern part of the iſland, this pariſh is well ac- 


of e too TP for r phchyfical contfieritons, 


r- chem, more than they would have derived from the mode- 
is rate exerciſe of walking a mile or two in the freſh ſunny 


mornings of April and May. There are no lakes, canals, 

or rivers, deſerving the name. In Eden and Kenlowie, 
h, s a conſiderable number of trout; in the embouchure of 
er Eden is a flat ſandy bay, abounding with large flounders; in 
ic this bay, at low water, is gathered a very great quantity 
d of cockles and muſſels, both of which are prized as an ar- 
d cle of food for the common people, and of delicacy among 
je dhe better ſort. The gatherers, after carrying them two miles, 
c gell them in St Andrew's at 2 d. the meaſured peck. The 


„ muſſels are uſed by the fiſhermen as bait for haddocks. In 
= che courſe of Eden, for about a mile from its mouth, fal- 
7 5 mon 
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inate in moors, covered with ſhort heath and furze. Some 
arts of theſe moors have of late been limed and ploughed, 
nd have yielded a few profitable crops of corn. The ſoil 
lere, however, is in general too cold and wet for retaining 


beginning to attend to that uſeful improvement of waſte 
and. The air, climate, and ſalubrity of the whole pariſh 
b nearly the ſame with that of the city. In common with 


quainted with the cold damp eaſterly winds, or haars of A- 
to pril and May. Theſe haars ſeldom: fail to affect thoſe who 
At Wave ever had an ague, though in no part of the world are 
on, egues leſs frequent than here. The air of this corner is, 


om Serine 3 Sea Coal. Fe 5 . are been aches 
ire ſprings on the high grounds in the eaſt end of the pariſh, 
A. WH fome of which have been frequented by ſcorbutic and 
8. ſerofulous patients, but few have boaſted of benefit from 


much of theſe neceſſary articles, as formerly occupied their 
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mon are caught, but in no great quantity. The fiſhing, in, 
_ deed, has not been proſecuted with much ſpirit. In th 
bay or creek of Eden, the ſea flows ſo high, as to adnj 
veſſels of 40 or 50 tons, many of which there unload by 

| ley for a diſtillery, coals and lime for the neighbouring fn 
mers, who thereby ſave 2 or 3 miles of land- carriage, ant 
are thus enabled in a few days to convey to their farms x 


great pler 
ut, turbe 
ed and 2 
heſe kin 
he larger 
he pounc 
men ha 
0 protect 
heir pos 
M oa 
mich ra 
pieces all 


ſervants and horſes for the greater part of the ſummer; 
which ſeaſon is now ſpent in plonghing and hoeing. In th 
eaſt end of the pariſh alſo, are ſome ſmall creeks among the 
rocks, where veſſels of inferior ſize deliver lime and coal 
—$t Andrew's Bay, until within theſe few years, abound 
ed in haddocks, with which 5 or 6 boats, 4 men in each . 
* The 


ſupplied St Andrew's, Cupar, and the north ſide of Fife for 
10 miles. Theſe haddocks were of a ſmaller fize tha e. 176: 
thoſe i in the frith of Forth, but of a better flavour i in the 0- ED . 
. Pinion of the people of this place; they formed the chief Wii; be 
article of animal food to the poorer ſort, and were alway: . 
roken W 


| ſeen at every table; but of late this ſpecies of fiſh has al 

moſt entirely . deſerted this bay, as well as many other 
parts of the eaſtern coaſt of Scotland; the cauſe has never 
been diſcovered *. Lammas herrings have, in our memo- 
ry, been caught in immenſe quantities within this bay, on 
the coaſt of Kingſbarns pariſh 3 but very ſeldom, during Nudermo 
theſe laſt 20 years, has that fiſhing there been worth men- The writ 
' tioning. The rocks, from the bottom of the bay to the Wh the &: 
eaſtern extremity of the pariſh, abound with limpets and 3 
periwinkles of different kinds; alſo with lobiters, and "Bun 
| ſome varieties of crabs, of which the partan only is uſed MM the men 
for food. The ſhallow water, over a ſandy bottom, affords MW =nedia 


rocks, T 
Sands, th 
order to 
prodigiou 
moſt boa! 
reflux, ſe 


which, 
at 
8c | tlemen | 
ED | This mg 
* Some old people here ſay, that about the beginning of this century, immedi; 


the haddocks in like manner deſerted this bay for a year or two. 
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rest ky of flat fiſh, fuch as Gaiden, ſoles, aw; hali- 
ut, turbot. Near the rocky ſhore. many ſmall cod, both | 


heſe kinds of fiſh are ſold by tale or by hand. Some of 
he larger ling, cod, and halibut by weight, from 2d. to 3 d. : 
he pound. Since the departure of the haddocks, the fiſh- 
men have become poor, and either unable or unwilling ; 
o >:oſecute their trade to any extent; and what adds to 
heir poverty, incapacity, and languor is, that, on ma- 
y occaſions, an unexpected blaſt of north-eaſt wind, 
chich raiſes tremenduous waves in this bey, hy. torn in 


pieces all their lines S.- 5 
Sen 


* The moſt 3 caſe of this kind in our * happened on ach | 
Nov. 1765. The morning was quiet; all the boats went to ſea, and dropt i 
their lines. While lying on their oars, about 7 o'clock it began 1 to ſcowl 
in the N. E.; the fiſhermen ſaw reaſon to apprehend a ſtorm, and imme- 
datel began to gather up their fiſhing tackle ; but before they could ac- 
compliſh this, the gale had increaſed ſo as to raiſe immenſe curled and 
broken waves. Each boat made for the neareſt beach or cove between 
rocks, Two of them, very near each other, had got fo cloſe to the Eaſt 
Sands, that the people on the beach had begun to wade into the water in 
el order to aſſiſt their friends; when the one boat, raiſed on the top of a 
0. MM prodigious wave, was driven right over head of the other. The upper- 
4 noſt boat was inſtantly either buried in the ſand, or carried back by the 

reflux, ſo that no part of it, or of its crew, was ever again ſeen. The 
ng undermoſt boat was drawn aſhore by the women, all the people alive. 
u- The writer of this has ſeen and telt the wound made on the head of a boy 
he in the ſtern of the undermoſt boat, by the keel of the uppermoſt. On this 
od occaſion, of 5 boats, 3 were totally loſt, and the other two much dama- 
10 ec, and moſt of the tackle loſt. Twelve men were loſt, of whom one 

Was unmarried, the other eleven left widows and 28 children. Many of 


ed the men who eſcaped with life were ſeverely bruiſed. A ſubſcription was | 
ds immediately ſet on foot among individuals and ſocieties in St Andrew's, | 
at Thich, with donations from other burghs, and from noblemen and gen- 


tlemen in different parts of the country, produced L. 317: 7: 94 Sterling. | 


This money the ſubſcribers committed to truſtees, who, after giving an 
immediate ſupply to the diſtreſſed families, ſettled a half yearly penſion on 
| the 


ed and grey; in deeper water, ling and larger cod. All 
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Ht —The Take i in this pariſh are covered with 


the common weed, which uſed formerly 'to be cut every 
third year, and burnt for kelp. 
ticle ſeems to be diminiſhed ; as for ſeveral years paſt, the 
corporation of St Andrew's have not been able to get their 
ſea- weed let to any undertaker. This weed the farmers 
never cut for manure ; and the tangle, though its broad 

| leaved tops are ſeen in great quantities on the ſurface of 
the ſea, yet is ſo ſituated at the farther extremity of the 
rocks, and grows in ſo deep water, that they can neither 
cut nor tear it up. Every gale of wind, however, from 2 
ny eaſterly point, and every violent agitation of the fez, 
_ throws upon the beach and into every creek, all the way 
from the mouth of Eden to the eaſt end of the pariſh, 3 
great quantity of tangle mixed with many other weed 
Which are carefully gathered; and, according to the ſeafor 
of the year, are ſpread on the graſs, mixed in dunghills, or 
tilled down for barley or potatoes. The Corporation of 
St Andrew's have hitherto permitted the towns people in 
common to gather, tax free, whatever ſea weed is thrown 


The demand for this ar. 


in between the mouth of Eden and the eaſt ſands adjoining 


to the harbour; the remainder of the ſhore is private pro 
perty of the ſeveral heritors, according to the extent of 
f their reſpeQive lands. | 


Lau 


che widows and on the children, until they ſhould be capable of doing 
for themſelves. And ſo faithfully and prudently has this fund been mand- 


ged, that though the widows have regularly received ſuch a penſion a5, 
with their own labour, has been ſufficieut for their ſupport, though the 


children have been helped forward in life, though different ſums have been 
applied for repairing the fiſhermens loſſes at ſea, and though the grand 
children of ſome of the ſufferers have alſo been occaſionally relieved, jet 
there remains of the ſtock about L. 69 Sterling, and the number of pes. 
Hhoners is, by death and otherwiſe, reduced to four. 


weeds 
dranch 
nourab 
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vith Tand: warts Sen the lids of Browntulls and Kin- 
ery kell, which form the firſt riſing ground eaſtward from St An- 
ar drew's harbour, there are a few inſulated rocks from 20 to 
the Wl 40 feet high, and of nearly equal breadth ; one about half 
heir 2 mile from the harbour, called the Maiden Stone, which 
ers BI fands alone; and about half a mile further, the Rock and 
dad Spindle, adjoining to one another, Theſe are cloſe upon 

: of Wi the beach, above ordinary high water mark, and are of very 
the little uſe as land-marks, becauſe the cloſely adjacent land is : 
ther BW much higher than they. About a mile farther eaſt, among the 
N 2. rocks of Boarhills, near to a creek where ſmall veſſels may 
ſes, enter and unload, is ſuch another inſulated rock, called 
Way Buddo, which 1s generally marked on ſea- charts, becauſe 
5 2 it is better ſeen at ſea, the adjacent land being flat. This 
eds rock is perforated by a kind of gateway, 4 or 5 feet wide. 
alon The chief land-marks in this pariſh are the ſteeples of St 
, OB Andrew's, and a ſmall obeliſk of ſtones, ori the higheſt part of 
of the farm of Bahymont, about 2 miles S. E. from the town “. 
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e in | 
own Kos: eee 18 . aug from the AY 
ning rocks; but in general the texture of it is very open and 


pro- porous, or it crumbles and. diſſolves when expoled to wa- 

t of fr or humid air, after the external incruſtation is broken. 
On Strathkinneſs Moor, about 3 miles from town, and on 

and Nydie Hill, which is a greater elevation of the ſame moor, 
to the weſtward, are excellent quarries of freeſtone for buil- 


oing ders, door-cheeks, windows, ftairs, and grave- ſtones. Theſe 
a BY quarries require very little tirring. In ſome places the rock 
bas no covering of earth. Many marks of very old quar- 
1 ries. It is ſuppoſed, that out of ſome of theſe were dug the 
<a 6 © Nis ſtones 
|, yet * There have ecallcaatly been found on the ſhore ſome petrified 8 4 
pes weeds and a few years ago, part of the trunk, at its diviſion into two main 


branches, of what ſeems to be a petrified tree. It was by the late Ho- 
rourable Colonel John Nairne, made the door. poſt of a grotto in a garden 
ol this city, now belonging to Mr Erſkine of Cambo. 
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i ſtones W hereqith St Regulus's tower is faced all round, 
| On Denbead moor, in the S. W. corner of this pariſh, and 
on the confines between it and that of Cameron, a coal. 

mine belonging to Mr Martin of Denbrae, has ſometime; 

been wrought to a ſmall extent. On the ſame moor, Mr 
Durham of Largo has a coal. N one of theſe are now oc. 

5 cupied. Iwo or three years ago, ſome Engliſhmen, judy. 
ing from the appearance of the ground, expected to find 
coal in many different parts of the pariſh, and entered into 
contract with ſeveral proprietors ; but, after expending ; 
good deal of money in boring, &c. they were diſappointed, 
In the face of a freeſtone rock, overhanging the ſea-beach 
between the caſtle and the harbour, there is an excavation 
ſeemingly artificial; it is nearly round, about 10 feet dia. 
meter, and the ſame height, On the eaſt fide of it, the 
rock is thaped into the form of a table or altar, and on the 

8. W. ſide is an aperture of the ordinary ſize and ſhape ci 

a door, by which you go into a fmall cloſet, ſuppoſed to 

_ have been the cell of a hermit; the acceſs to it is now ve- 

ry difficult. In the face of the rock on which the caſtle 

ſtands, are the remains of ſuch another excavation ; from 
the eaſt fide of this, is a perforation through which a man 
may eaſily creep, into a ſmaller one, which is alſo open to 
the ſea, over which the rock hangs ; this cave alſo is of very 
difficult acceſs. About a mile eaft from the harbour, there 
is a natural cave of eaſier acceſs, Kinkell cave. The 
mouth is to the north; the direction- of the cave is fouth- 
wards ; the ſhelving of the freeſtone roof makes a croſs ſec- 
tion of the cave, Wet ; there is a Senn dropping 
from the roof. 


Population. —Accordic g to Dr Webſter 8 report, the 
number of ſouls then was 4590. I have had acceſs to no data, 
by which the ancient ſtate of the population of this pariſh 


can be vorne at. A proceſs now in N e bo 
1 
3 i 


the C 
pariſl 
preſe 
the te 


ata, 


ore 
the 


the Court of Seffion, for t an eration and aiviion of the Z 


pariſh church, has cauſed a very minute inquiry into the 
preſent population, The numbers reported « on oleh way the | 
the tellers, are as follows, viz. 
Numer of ſouls in the pariſh, 
In the town and royalty, | - 4 2390 | 
In the ſuburbs of Argyle, — ' | 129 


In the hand | - „ 1431 2 


Children incapable of going to church, 


In 6. 288 : 


In the country. | £ ES: 2 a — 202 
55 . 8 
Suppoſed f detained 3 at © home, Ds 


C 189 ; 
)J mr a 
In — on nn ine ct 


Diſſenters of all denominations, 


In St Andrew's, 4 88 hn” 


In Argyle, . 


In the country, = . 
118 *˙ 


Within | 


1 When the 3 laſt claſſes are 1 "ET the "RP there remain 
2892, who are or ought to be attending public worſhip in the Eſtabliſhed | 
Church, and for that number the purſuing heritors inſiſted, that there 


ſhould be accommodation in the pariſh- church. The defenders alleged, 


that accommodation is needed for no mere than 1800, being about wo- 
thirds of the examinable perſons. The number of parochial communi- 


cants at the Lord's Supper, is between 1500 and 1600, and the church, as 
now ſeated, cannot contain above that number. The iſſue of this proceſs 


will determine what proportion the Lords of Seſſion judge that the ſize of 
a pariſh-· church ſhould bear to the number of inhabitants. By one interlo- 


cutor they have already ordered an architect to viſit this pariſh- church, 
ind report whether he can find accommodation in it for 2500. 
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Within theſe 12 months, there were alive in the city of St 


Andrew's, 40 perſons above fourſcore years of age. There | 


is now alive at Boarhills one man aged 96.—By frequent 
changes of ſeſſion- clerks, and from other circumſtances, the 
parochial records of births, deaths and marriages, are in. 
perfect and defective. There follows an abſtract from 
theſe records at different periods, where any competent 
number of years could be traced in ſucceſſion. The mar. 
riages are recorded only when the bride was reſiding in the 
pariſh, and no regiſter of the dead was kept in . parth, 
7 in the — of this century. 
| | Births. 5 
= 5 Years. Males, | Fem. | Total 1 Mar. * 
46 J J . % 
| 1730 | 331 M 
VV „„ 


1703 
17 45 98 217 
105 52 52 104 24 
176 5 7109 26 
5 0 62 48 | 1104 22 | 
| 1508 | 57 58] 115 28 
1909 63 60 | 123 31 
12920 }--:-53-]-.:48 3 nee 
- JILL: 543 $7142 3-99 4 
"4 £9124 7043 $01 1261] 2x] 
11713] 56 4gl 105 32 ; 
17144 70 61] 131 34 
ain 471] 474-04] 23 
1516 621 58 1200 34 
| 2777} G69] 67] 136] 34 
17186] 83 $4] 137] 32 


5 ; 1132 1086 2218 530 


20 years births. Males, 1132. Females, 1086. Total, 2218, 


Average, 110 186. Proportion of males to females, 
11 to 10.553. yo 


> 


20 years 


little f 
confid: 
35 no r 
bpourſce 
ferenc 
the bit 
cords : 


of St Andrew TE — 388 

St 20 years markise, 530.— Average, 264. 5 2, 
oo Axerage of births, 110.9 X 26 = 2583. 1 1 
nt Births, greateſt number, anno 1718, 2137 * 26 = 28365 | OY 
be | The average of marriages in the above table, differs but i 
Ne little from that in the ſubſequent ; but the average of births . 158 
m conſiderably exceeds that of more modern times, and there by. 
it '; no reaſon to believe, that the pariſh was more populous 1 
r. Wa fourſcore years ago than it is now. The reaſon of the dif- 1 i 
i ference may perhaps be, that the Seceders neglect to have "m8 
h, the birth of their children e in the parochial re- 9 
cords : 3 | ; | | 9 1 

„„ t ( 38 

| Yrs. | Males | Fem. | Tora). | Males | Fem. Total | . 1 

i ee, e, de eee e 428 
"9441. 1-39 1 373 8 3+ -1- 31:00:03 | WM 

{1745 ; 3:33 4.7395 --92-Þ-:--25 1 

1746 52 | 37] 109 45 | 64] 199 27 1 

| 1747 $59: 1- $1] 149 | 30--1-:-49 4. - 66 | 191 [TY 

1748 56 54 1 6s 62 2% 34 4 

jul nl fan 2 | gt 97 | 381 1 

1750 63 | 65] 128 || 34 | 38] 72 0 34 44 

175 35 [52 1979 || 49 | 44] 93 | 28] 1 

% i e eee eee of 
-F8733.1-.87: "1: 07-1. 124: jþ--.-43 | 52 | 23 31 1 

11754 58 | 54 | 129 33 3 1 1 

175% ni Þ-::35 47 35 1 1 

1 eee | 18 FW 

= 1758 38 50 88 57 85 112 | IS 

1760] 83 | 47 ] 109 54 | 49] 103 | = 

; 986 | 9371923 | 684 741 | 1425 |} 390 I. 


18 years births. Males, 986. Females, 937. Total, 
1923, Average, 10653.— Proportion of males to females, 
38 11 to 10.453. 


16 years deaths. Males, 684. Wa 741. Total, 5 


, 1425, Average, 89 5b. Proportion of males to females, 
5 311 to 11.916, 


"7 years marriages, 390. Average, 26. 
Average 
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Average PI birls,/ 1064 * 26 = 0 7 . f Dito of 
deaths, 89rxF & 36 = 32064. the aver 

Births, greateſt number in 1750.—1 28 40 = 8300 rage of 
Deaths, greateſt number in 2 12) X 36 = 451, 


- Births. 


IR, | "Boks; Mar. deaths | 
e Fem. | Total. Males | Fem. | Total. | | | 
. vo. [a 100 34 | 73.8; | 46-| 25 WOT PE 
1776 : > * $5 | 105 a o | 3 | and me 

1770 34 4:49. 4-100 3 „ I :-:26;þ 111 
177759 5 $34. 772 1] -. 59 & | 120 1 m_ 
1998] 55 | 53 | 108 | 24 38 62 | 22 appears 

199] 48 461 94 33 33| 66 24 


to the 1 
average 
25 Ito 


nh, m 


1786 114 38 Nt. 71 | cluding 

1788 | 62 2 112 38 42 80 9 | 3 glov 

55 „ ee ee ks 
11791 50 591 100 e 22 233 {} 

1093 | 919 | 1922 | 666 | 768 | 1434 (= f the pr 

% TV Bn | Andre 

Er or ECD . nh r 

18 years births. Males, 1003. Females, 919. Total * w 
1922. Average, 1065. Proportion of males to — ME 
ag 11 to 10.078. ry ne 
18 years deaths. Males, 666. Vanda: 768. - Total, WM 1 
1434. Average, 793. Proportion of males to females, court 
11 to 12.684. the 
18 years marriages, 445. Average, 24h regul 

; Average of births, 1067 x 26 = 27764. lege. 
2 Average of deaths, 794 X 36 = 2868. for v 


N. B. heſe numbers are far below the actual num: of on 
ber of ſouls, = 3950. his b 


Births, greateſt number in 1789.—1 32 * 1 — 3432. 2 


Deaths, greateſt number in 1997, —120 x $02 4320. 


of 


the former, the preſumption is, that the number of inha- 
bitants is increaſing. And the reaſon why the average of 
deaths has of late years decreaſed, may be, that the com- 
mon people now uſe more generous food, are better clothed, 


| and more attentive to cleanlineſs in their perſons, their 


manners, and their dwellings. By the foregoing table it 
appears, that the modern average of births in this pariſh is 


2 meſſengers at arms. The courts of law here are the Bailie 


of one man who hanged himſelf about fourſcore years ago; 
tus body was diſſected, and his ſkeleton remains in the uni- 
verkity — N 0 emmigrations from this pariſh; and 


though, | 


Cao we 


As the average of births in theſe two periods is ſo equal, 
the average of marriages ſo nearly the ſame, and the ave- 
rage of deaths in the latter period is ſo much below that of 


to the real number of inhabitants as 1 to 37 very nearly; 
average of marriages as 1 to 160 nearly ; average of deaths, 
5 1 to 49% nearly, —The number of artificers in the pa- 
iſh, maſters and freemen, is nearly as follows: Smiths, in- 
cluding 1 watchmaker, 2 tinmen, 2 workers in braſs; and 
z glovers, incorporated with the ſmiths, 21; wrights, car- 
penters, and maſons, 503 bakers, 19 ; fleſhers, 19; tailors, 
23; ſhoemakers, 34; weavers, 52; faddler, 1 1. Beſides ” 
the profeſſor of medicine in the univerſity, there are in St | 
Andrew's other 2 regular phyſicians ; all the three practiſe 
in midwifery and ſurgery, as occaſion offers; one apotheca- 
ry, who is alſo a practitioner in phyſic. Several ſhöpkeep- 
ers vend a few of the more common medicines, ſuch as eve- 
ry neighbour preſcribes to another; 5 writers or attornies; 
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court, the Dean of Guild court, Juſtice of Peace court, and 
the commiſſary court for the dioceſe of St Andrew's, whoſe 
regular place of meeting is the church of St Salvator's Col- 
lege. There are no known inſtances of people dying here 

for want, nor of murder, nor of ſuicide, excepting the caſe 
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 _ Hongh, as in every other town, a few honſes may be 6%, 
ſionally unoccupied, yet in general there -is a demand, an 
the building of new houſes is found a profitable application 

of money.—The modern average of ſtudents at the phily. 
ſophy college is 100; of ditto at the divinity college is 4 
No regular. authentic lift of ſtudents at the philoſophy col. 
lege has been kept till of late years; but by examining the 
matriculation book, and allowing that the number of ney 
ſtudents formerly bore. the ſame proportion to the total tha 

it now does, it ſhould ſeem that the average of ſtudents x 
the philoſophy college was, from 1738 to 1747, 56; fron 

1757 to 1766, 79; and from 1773 to 1782, 88: Henceit 

appears, 'that the reſort of ſtudents to St Andrew's conti 

nues to be on the increaſe. The greateſt number in ary 
one year, in recent times, is 1 37. The number of ſtudent 

in divinity alſo increaſes, as the average from 1773 b 

1782, is only 30. The greateſt number in any one year di- 

ring that period is 35. Greateſt number ſince that time, 54. 

The greateſt number of ſtudents at the univerſity in any on: 

year, 179.—Befides the parochial Eftahliſhed miniſter, 

there is in St Andrew's an Epiſcopal clergyman, who hs 

an annual penſion from Queen Anne's bounty, and a mi- 

niſter of the Burgher Seceders; there is but one family of 

oro, ape] Seceders. 


ProduBions.—There are no old plantations of wood in 
this pariſh, Several young plantations are going on, particu- 
larly in the eaſtern part of the pariſh by Dr John Hil, 
Profeſſor of Humanity, Edinburgh, on his lands of Kin- 
glaſhe; John Campbell, Eſq; writer to the Signet, on 


his lands of Smiddygreen; James Anderſon, Eſq; Ad. 


vocate, on Newbigging; Rev. Dr Duncan, Epiſcopal 


clergyman in Dundee, on Stonywynd; ; and Mr Turm- 


bull, jointly with his tenant Jen Ane, on Bum 
| i fide 


of St Andrews. 8 > 


fide of Boarhills : th this laſt caſe, the moor was under 


leaſe as a part of the farm ; the tenant, without any de- 


auction of rent, was at the expenſe of encloſing and plant- 
ing, and continues to have the burden of defending ; at the 
| end of 59 years, the tenant's heirs get half the value of 
the wood. The uſual varieties of foreſt-trees are among 
theſe plantations ; 3 but the Scotch fir is in greateſt quantity. 
All the uſual pot-herbs are in great plenty. Gardening 
becomes yearly an object of more attention. Every far- 
mer raiſes wheat, barley or bear, oats, peaſe and beans, 
turnips, potatoes, clover. The quantity of land fown with 
wheat increaſes every year. Barley is now more cultivated 
than bear; but perhaps more than either, a mixture of the 
two, which is called ramble. Rutabaga, or Swediſh tur- 
nip, has been tried, but not perſiſted in. The drill- huſban- 
dry is followed only with the potatoes and turnip, and a 
few beans. The pariſh, including the city, needs an im. 


portation of meal, but it ſpares barley. 


The number of black cattle in this pariſh, as in all the 


neighbourhood, is yearly diminiſhing ; as the farmers now 
do all their work with horſes alone; two of which are 


yoked in the plough, and guided by the ploughman. 
Within theſe 3o years, each plough had 2 horſes and f 
4 oxen, which always needed a goadman. The culture of 
graſſes and of wheat has gradually expelled the ſheep from : 
this pariſh, all the land that could yield them any tolera- 


ble paſture being now ſubjected to the plough. | There re- 
mains not a ſtore-flock in the whole pariſh. A few are 
kept on the Links of St Andrew's, chiefly for the ſham- 


bles, the preſent tackſman being a butcher. Sons of the 25 


farmers alſo graze a few for the butchers. 
Vor. XIII. D d 8 888 Si hend. 


| * * che beginning of March, (ſeldom ſooner), the farmers begin 


$0 fow eats and beans, The ſowing of r and bear terminates in the 
end 


Xe 3 . . 
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2 1 Fat tic! Account 


Pee a the . 8 The due and town, 


Wholy viqual, conſiſting of wheat, 14 bolls 2 pecks, 


ther of the minifters have a manſe; although 1 it ap. 


fiderable | repair, with a new roof, in the year 1749. Since 


enlarging the auditory of the church. The number of he- 
Titors and portioners in the landward pariſh is about 453 of 
whom 10 are reſident The proprietors and, portioners of 
burgh and prior acres cannot eafily be reckoned. Every 


 Stipends, Heritors, School, Poor, . The pariſh | 51 
collegiate charge, both miniſters officiating i in one church 
which 3 to have been built in the year 1112, in th 


nad #4. 4-# 


council, of the 2d charge ; : the Ripend of which 1s paid ou 
of the Town's patrimony. The aft. miniſter's ſtipend i 


oath 63 bolls 3 firlots 2 pecks 12 lppies 3 bear, 65 boll 
3 firlots. The 2d miniſter" s is in money, v. 1 300 merk 
+: 4} Sas Sterling. The firſt miniſter has a glebe 
of 4 acres, now 28 at I y - 10 8s. the KOre. -. Nei. 


pears from the preſby tery: records, that there were wan 
ſes for both 150 years ago. The 2d miniſter has allo 
the teind of the fiſhes brought into the harbour for ſale 
for which the fiſhermen were wont to pay L. 2 Sterling ; of 
late years they have paid nothing. The church got a con- 


that time, ſome partial repairs. A proceſs, as ſormerly 
mentioned, is now 1n dependence for dividing the area, and 


year makes alterations among them; and the number is 
gradually Sünde becauſe the acres that ſaccellively 


come 


end of May new filyle. Wheat fad e y pagina about Michaelmss. 


Wheat harvelt for the moft part begins before the end of Auguſt; and 
barlcy harve!t ſoon atter. Few feaſons now permit the fields to be clear- 


ed before the end of October; though all the old leales oblige the tenan's 


to remove at Michaelmas, 2 


of St Andrew's, rt 


me into artet are gegerelly bought up by ilidſx Who 


have already ſome property in rhe vicinity Ilg the city of 
dt Andrew's is a grammar. ſchool, in the pattonage of the 


:own-conricil. The rector enjoys, rent free, a houſe, in 


which may be, and ſometimes have been, accommodated _ 
25 boarders. A. garden, ſufficiently large for the family, 
and a falary of L. 16: 3 : 4 Sterling, paid out of the funds 
of the corporation, out of which alſo are paid all the repairs 
of the ſchool and ſchool-houfe. Mr Mouat, the preſent in- 
cumbent, who entered on his office about Candlemas 1791, 
has already recommended himſelf ſo much to the general 
eſteem, and to the favour of the patrons, that they have 
freely conferred on him an yearly addition of L. 100 Scots, 
making his falary L. 25 Sterling. The number of his boar- 


ders is always increaſing. The ſchool-fees have not been | 


raiſed for time immemorial; 25s. 6 d. a- -quarter, and a 
gratuity at Candlemas, at leaſt equal to the quarterly pay- 
ment. The ſcholars, in general, pay at leaſt 5 s. a- quar- 
ter, and a Candlemas gratuity, according to their rank and 
fortune, ſrom 5 s. even as far as 5 guineas, when there is 
a keen competition for the Candlemas crown. The king, 


i. e. He who pays moſt, reigns for 6 weeks, during which 


period he is not only intitled to demand an aſternoon's play 
for the ſcholars once a- week, but he has alſo the royal pri- 
vilege of remitting all puniſhments. The number of 


ſcholars is from 50 to 60. The maſter has no other per- 


quiſites but his houſe, garden, ſalary, and ſchool-fees. The 


corporation allow him an extra L. 7, in part payment of an 


aſſiſtant. | 8 5 

here is alſo in the patronage of the town-council ano- 
ther ſchool for Engliſh, writing and arithmetic. The pre. 
ſent ſchool was built, chiefly at 'the expenſe of George 
Dempfter, Eſq; of Dunichen, late provoſt of the\city and 


member of Parliament for the diſtrict, The maſter's ſalary 
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is 200 marks, 1. e. L. 11: 2: 25. Sue paid by 


more properly as precentor in the town church, than u 8 
ſchoolmaſter. The corporation, out of reſpect to the abi. and arith 
ties, aſſiduity, and ſucceſs of Mr Smith, the preſent incum- repaired 
bent, have given him out of their funds an additional L.; 
Sterling a- year. The loweſt fees at this ſchool are 18. 64, 
a · quarter, and a gratuity at the new year. Mr Smith ha, 

at extra hours, what is called a private ſchool, or ſecond 
claſſes, at 2s. 6 d. the quarter. Number of ſcholars, in 

the public ſchool, at an- average of 7 years, is 120; and 

in the private ſchool, 55. Mr Smith teaches book-keeping 


dancing. maſters, of approved character, during the winter 
months. There is no eſtabliſhed ſchool for French. Me venu 
Smich, che Engliſh maſter, reads that language at a private . 


the Exchequer. This ſalary, however, belongs to hin 


triotic C 
having 
tion, fin 
doth, © 
encour: 


for a guinea. The maſter of this ſchool has no houſe, nor 1 
any other perquiſites. Mr Smith indeed is ſeſſion- cler; l peu 
but this office 1s not e conneted with the * * 1 
ſchool “. r 
' Beſides theſe eſtabliſhed ſchools, 1 are in St Ar- « that 
| drew s three private ſchools, where the children of the mark 
poorer ſort are for lower fees taught to read. There are in the wt 
| town, ſchools for needle-work of all kinds, and tambour- Dk 
ing; the miſtreſſes have no ſalary, but depend entirely on ok 
their aſſiduity and good behaviour. A muſic-maſter, and plat 


falart 

hour 

. repa 

men 

* It is DO of record, that as New. a8 Mr 1 Halkat, who for E 

many years had, with great honour, held the office of rector in the gram- © 

mar- ſchools, firſt of Cupar, and latterly of St Andrew's, began to ſhow ling 

ſymptoms of decline, his godam pupils, by voluntary ſubſeription, pur- trib 
chaſed for him a very handſome 2 annuity, on which he now lives in 8t 


Andrew's with much comfort, and enjoying univerſal reſpect The cor- 


poration of St Andrew's have alſo continued with him half his formes 
Lalary for life, | 


1 


* 


7 o&> iz 


our with boeh as chooſe to employ him, At Boarhills, in 
the eaſt end of the pariſh, and in a centrical ſpot for 
the weſt end of the pariſh, are ſchools for Engliſh, writing, 


and arithmetic. The houſes have been lately rebuilt or 
repaired by ſubſcriptions from the neighbouring proprietors 


and tenants, with a little aid from the kirk-ſeſſion. The 
Caries, L. 3 each, are paid chiefly by the ſeſſion. A pa- 
criotic club of farmers, in Boarhills and the neighbourhood, 
having formed a ſfock purſe, by a ſmall monthly contribu- 


tion, fines of abſentees, &c. purchaſed an acre of land, a mort- 


doth, and a hearſe ; the profits of theſe are given for the | 


encouragement of their ſchoolmaſter. 
The eſtabliſhed roll of thoſe poor, who receive a week · 


y penſion, and are ſuppoſed to need that penſion during = 
life, 1s 47. But beſides this roll, there are many indi gent + 
families, &c. who get occaſional ſupply ; and the amount 
of this ſupply is in ſome years not much below that of the 


weekly penſions. The annual average of the funds under 


the adminiſtration of the ſeſſion, is, 1. Produce of all do- 
nations, mortifications, legacies, &c. veſted in one com- 


mon ſubje& of land, about L. 33. 2. Weekly collections 


at the church-doors, about L. 76. 3. Rent of ſeats in the 


church, marriage-dues, &c. about L. 14. Out of this re- 
venue, amounting to L. 123, beſides the ſupply of the 


poor, there fall to be paid land-tax, communion-elements, 


falaries toclerks and village ſchoolmaſters, burials of the poor, 
repairs of ſeats, &c. Over and above theſe funds already 
mentioned, the late Principal Muriſon of the New Col- 
lege, who died 3oth July 1779, bequeathed L. 100 Ster- 
ling to the ſeſſion as truſtees; the intereſt thereof to be diſ- 


tributed on the oth July annually to decayed houſehol- 


ters * 
| M. ſcellanegus 


* Here, as in every other part of the country, the price of proviſions 
has been confiderably advanced of late years. Average prices now are, 
| | | beet, 


| of St Andrews. Ri . 
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214 5 Sat er Arcoviit 


King, B 
i the © 
of the ch 
valued r 


N endes, 03/odcims This pariſh "OR to label 
under no particular diſadvantages, It enjoys ſeveral af 
vantages, ſome of which will apply to very few other pa 

riſhes in the kingdom, vi. ſuch as are derived from x 


Univerfity. In common with many others, it has all the vantage 
advantages that reſult from good ſchools, for both boys and the 8. 
girls, from a ſalubrious ſituation, from a well ſupplied mu. winds f 


ket, and from the neighbourhood of the ſea. Proprietas js often 
in this pariſh have a particular advantage, that they ar l2nguag! 
not burdened with a miniſter's manſe, nor ſchoolmaſter, WR Lowlans 
| falary; and hitherto they have been taxed with no mor fraylin 
than one third of the POS . the W the words. 
Ku are evi 
Northb 
Brown 
names, 
kinnek: 
$ An 
ſhort x 
Boarhi 
may | 


beef, ks 4 4; in N 32 5 4 . avdn mutton, e L 
5 5d. according to the ſeaſon; lamb, from 1 8. 6d. to 5s. a-quarter; 
| pork, 3 d. and 4d. the pound; pigs, from 28. 6 d. to 8 8.; geeſe 33, 
and 3s. 6 d; ducks, from 6 d. to 1 s.; chickens, $4. a pair; pigeons, 
34. a-pair; rabbits, 64. and 7d. Apeir; butter, from 7 d. to gd. 2 
pound; cheeſe, 22 d. and 3d. a-pound ; eggs, 3d. and 4 d. a-dozen; 
hens, 15. each; oat-meal, 1 8. a peck ; ploughmen' s wages have, with 
in theſe 30 years, been raiſed from L. 3 Sterling a-year, to L. 5, L. 6 
I.. 8. L. 9; common labourers, from 6 d. a day to 1 s. ; maſons, from 


| cottag 
Is. a-day, to 18. 8 d. 18. 10 d. 28. according to the demand; other, lore 
in proportion. When labourers are ſober and frugal, when their wives My 
are induſtrious and attentive, and the family enjoy a competent meaſure garde 
of health, they ſeem to live very comfortably upon their earnings. The leadir 
advance on wages is much greater than that on proviſions. When a {ma 
the labourer received 3s. a-week, and paid for two pecks of men! but b 
at 8 d. he had a ſurplus of 1s. 8 d. When he now receives 6s. a week, 
and pays 2 8. for his meal, his ſurplus i is 48. The fuel uſed in this ha · 5 gp! 
Fiſh is coal; the price of which has been formerly ſtated. There are | clean 
ſome moſſes in the neighbourhood ; and many families lay in a few peats, Vere( 


which are uſed chiefly for kindling the fires. The cottagers adjoining to 
the moors uſe turf for covering or gathering their fires ; they likewiſe cut 
furze for fuel, The wages of female-ſervants run generally from L. 2, 10% „ 


to L. 4. or L. 5 a-year, according to the rank and fortune of their wa- 
ters; footmen, from I. 10, to L. 15, or L. 20. 


of St Andrew's. £7 | 215 
King, as i ſucceeding to the archbiſhop, it the corporation 
of the city, bearing the other two thirds, This expenſe 
of the church, and alſo that of the ſtipend, falls light on a 
valued rent, which exceeds L. 24,000 Scotch. The diſad- 


vantage of the harbour 1 is, that it lies in a rocky ſhore, at 
the 8. W. corner of a deep bay, very much expoſed to all 
winds from E. and N. The acceſs to the port, therefore, | 
js often very difficult, and” the departure precarious.— The 7 
knguage of this pariſh is the common dialect of the Scotch 
Lowlands. The Fifans are ſaid, by rangers, to ule a 


drawling pronunciarion, but they have very few provincial | 


words, Very many of the names of places in the pariſh, 


xe evidently modern and vernacular, Denhead, Edenſide, 
Northbauk, Bylone, Smiddygreen, Stonywind, Boarhills, 
Brownhills, &c. Several places retain the ancient Gaelic 
names, Balrymont, Kinglaſſie, Kingaſk, Kincaple, Strath- 
kinneſs, Balmungo, &c. Kincaple. about 3 miles W. from 
st Andrew's, near the road to Dundee, Strathkinneſs a 


ſhort mile 8. from Kincaple, on the old road to Cupar, and 
Boarhills, between 3 and 4 miles E. from St Andrew's, 
may be reckoned villages: in theſe, beſides farmers and 


cottagers, you find alehouſes, blackſmiths, wrights, weavers, 


tailors, ſhoemakers.—On 8th February 1792, in digging a 


| garden belonging to David Roger, ſtaymaker, in the ſtreet 
leading to Cardinal Bethune s caſtle, called the Caſtle-wynd, po 


a ſmall pot was turned up, which ſeemed to be full of earth, 


but being immediately daſhed in pieces, there dropped out 
5 gold coins; and about 150 filver ones. The gold was 


ckan, though the colour pale. The ſilver pieces were co- 
vered with thick ruſt, and many of them perfectly friable *. 


* One thin gold piece, about the ſize of a fixpence, has a lion ram- 
vert, or couchant, LACOBVS Del GRATIA Rex SCOTORVM; on 
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zj feet 10 inches. In one famil 
y, there are 2 or 3 vou 
men, who meaſure 6 feet 3 inches; one of 3 
| 5 inches. The people of this pariſh are ſober, temperat, 


the reverſe, = man in armour on horſeback. | Han crowned 


| Reverſe, a ſhield, quartered, 1ſt and gth. 3 fleyrs de lys; 2d and 36, ; 


BENEDICTVM AMEN. A third, about the ſize of a ſhilling ; in the 


them ſmaller. 


- eular inſcriptions ; outer circle, PO 
, POSVI DEVO ADIV 
inner circle, VILLA CALISIE; crowned head, 1 
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The only tummlus recolle&ted i in this pariſh w was abou : 


mile weſtward from St Andrew's 

, on the ſouth 

| Cupar, called Pitoutie Law. In forming ths n 
about 30 years ago, It was thought neceſſary to wy 
this tumulus. Nothing was found but ſtones and eart, 


— The general ſize of the people is from 5 feet 8 inches w 


and induſtrious; more addicted to the arts of tranquil li 
5 un 


_ Rey uy near the ſize of a half-crown, has in the middle, 2 liv 
: ing ike a cat, with a wide mouth, and ſtretched out tongue, 3 
two pillars, PHS, (ſuppoſed Philippus), DSI GRATIA * BV RO: 


ion erect, and a ſmall ſhield in the middle. SIT NO MeN DON 


8 — with 4 flaming croſſes, EX VRGAT LBVS ET DISSI 
12 cog _ Reverſe, unicorn holding a ſhield, LACOBVS 
eee, A fourth, a little larger: ſhield, with 3 fleur 
, op'd with a crown, CAROLVS Del GRATIA FRANCO. 
RVM REX: Reverſe, IDPERAT VINCIT REGNAT. 1 
pieces are very thin: moſt of them about the ſize of a ſhilling, play 


O 
face under © Og eee Os appears on one ſide a full 
a crown; on the reverſe, a croſs around which are two cit 
N 0 ci 


GRATIA ; or CIVITAS LONDON, HENRICVS, &c.; or, CIVI: 


TAS EBORACI, EDVARD 
- i VS, &c.; or, VILLA EDINBVRG, IA. 


een 7 has the addition of a ſceptre to the n d head, 
GY ATIA REX SCOTORVM. Reverſe, inne: 


ki Mie 1 outer circle, DNS PTEC TOR MS UI. 
| (Dor 4--us protector meus, liberator menus.) Robert 


Bruc n 
e was crowned 1306. Many of theſe coins have been ſold ; the ſi.- 


ver, at 1 8. each, and th 
fize, | e gold, at 12 5, and en, xccording to tber 


than to 
bene vol 
the offi 
king ne 
perime 


candid 
ſuperio 
and ch; 
ſituatio 
thufiaſl 
tions, 
obedie 
mult, 
Britill 
comfo 
ſters. 
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than to iner ſervies 3 kind aud hoſpitable to ſtrangers z J 
benevolent and friendly to one another; very ready to all 
the offices and duties of ſociety ; not very forward in ma- 
king new diſcoveries, but willing to improve by the ex- 
riments elſewhere made; peaceable in their demeanour 3 
candid and liberal in their judgments; reſpectful to their 
ſuperiors, without ſervility; compaſſionate to the diſtreſſed, 
and charitable to the poor; contented and thankful in their 


tuation; attached to their religion, without bigotry or en- 


thufiaſm ; regular in their attendance on Chriſtian inſtitu - 
tions, and pious without oftentation ; loyal to the King; 


obedient to the laws; enemies to ſedition, faction, or tu- 


mult, and deeply ſenſible of the bleſſings they enjoy 45 
Britiſh ſubjects. In no corner of the kingdom, is it more 


ſters. 

The . dwonch this RY are ſuch only as di- 
verge from St Andrew's as a centre, 97z. to Carrail or Cri! 
8. E.; to Anſtruther, S.; to Ely, S. W.; to Cupar, W.; 
and to Dundee, N. and W. ll theſe roads are made and 
repaired by the ſtatute· labour of the county, which is for 
the moſt part commuted into money. That to Crail is 
always in the beſt condition, becauſe it is neareſt to good 
materials, Acroſs a ſmall river or burn, called Kinneſs, 
or Netherburn, which runs along the ſouth ſide of St An- 
drew's eaſtward, are two bridges, of one arch each; the 
one at the eaſt end of the town, on the road to Crail and 
Anſtruther; the other at the weſt end, on the road to Ely. 
Acroſs the ſmall ſtream of Swilian, which runs through 
the Golf. links, is another bridge of one arch, on the road 
to Dundee. Theſe are the only bridges within the pariſh. 
In the eaſtern extremity of the pariſh, on the Crail road, 
over Kenlowie, dividing St Andrew's from Kingſbarns, 18 
2 fourth bridge, of two arches; all theſe are kept in good 


Vor. XIII. n ee 


8 . » 8 — Ny 1 os x 12 PI 
ND TN ee eee, n 


comfortable to live, as e e or mini- 


3 WEA 
n 7 N 
| \ . 2 


N 
_ 5 


e r, Nee 


N 


5 P £68 1 A ra U n hu 
F ge TY 4 8 . 0 b * 6 _ , 8 
a 85 bt 3 9 * &. 2. 6 * 2 4. 80 2 W * 


[2:8 


Rr 
TAPER Le, 


I 4s. 3s 
* 


r 
e eee 
Bag rr 

OK Toe 


roy I 2 L r 
TCC 
1 2 2 % wer ts ＋ 2 


. 


n . be fr ther ER 8 r e 8 r ee eee VE 
r IAESE FOE a SS 2s 3 . 5 5 2 2 8 * 7 8 
EY ö C by * 
5 yy - N "1s Re ” o = $08, F; 3 * N n bY Condens 2 5 1 * er Henk 
5 * ö * 7 * os a * * q —_ ray -2* 5 * x _- 3 LS" * 
8 \ n U 8 b - / ay * AS . , 42 cot bt - ways 20> wh 
r e 3 N 25 MN n . 
ere WH 3 4 - : SITY 3 N r 1 e 
wh — 1 2 775 — r N * — j> n RO ELD *; a 2 


RS 1 20 * 
pe. 7 OTE $0 


4 
N 


5 Sb 
ce. As | 

3 S, 5 2 i a A 4 _ _ "SAYS. a 
FT ˙ an 


8 


* * N 
* 1 4 5 **T Fs 
Re 2 . * 3 


= — oe — — — = = * _ 1 — as ” _ 2 " Ec 2 
— _ x * r 9 0 > PL * a 1 * +=; 
— = _ _ 5 — A 4 _ —_ 2 2 ern 8 ? 5 5 - : x 2 
* N PE _ 2 * * 0 2 i — * " . - wy . 4 N 45's I . S * e a Hm _ 9 a « « 5 * 8 

— „ wit 2 {Hrs "pO — x 1 of 5 > ” ” — * 3 1 _—_— _— EOS.” coy er FH Sq $3 4 5 : — 7 * 2 
N ; A b - PET: — a — — - ** - — tne 0 — 2 3 ä 5 _— — 0. * - D_ a <7 N N — 2 ** : . : * 2 » 

. 52M = hte * LES; 8 = N * T- © - = SES nd — S ” on. fo _ — — — . 8 2 9 2222 * wu r pg 5 8 — 8 8 

a. — > pen 7 r we 5 © wow < _ a 


218 Statiſtical Account 


obliged to wait the reflux of the tide, which cauſed fo great 
Interruption to the buſineſs of the country, that many years 
ago the chain was removed. This bridge is maintained by 
the county. By the recent act che turnpike road from St 


the bar is on the Leuchars ſide, at the weſt end of the 


bourhood of St Andrew's, land is rented as high as L. 3 
the acre, or four bolls of bear, which ſometimes exceeds | 


— — — 
- 


reparr by the county. In the weſtern part of the pariſh, 
on the road to Dundee, over Eden, which divides St An. 
drew's from Leuchars, is a fifth, called Gair, or Guardbridge, 
built at the private expenſe of a Biſhop Wardlaw (he 
died in 1444), who eſtabliſhed a family of the name of 
Wan as hereditary keepers of. the bridge, for which they 
have a perpetual fee of about 10 acres of land adjoining to 
it. This bridge has ſix arches, is no wider than neceſſary 
for one carriage, and is covered with cauſeway-ſtones and 
ſome flags. Acrols the bridge was wont to be ſtretched an 
iron chain, which was opened only for chaiſes ; carts, &c, 
were obliged to paſs under the bridge; and as the fe 


flows far above this part of Eden, theſe carriages .were 


Andrew's to Cupar, as well as to Dundee, is by this bridge; 


bridge, where theſe two roads ſeparate; there is no bar on 
this line of road farther eaſt than this bridge. In the neigl. 


L. 3. No farms in the country have as yet exceeded L. 2, 
10 8. the acre. L. 1, or L. 1, 5 s. may perhaps be the pre. 
ſent average of farm. land. Rents, however, are advancing 


very faſt; even to ſix times the ſum at which the lands 
were let 38 years ago. Among about 60 farms, we have 
them of all fizes, from 20 acres to 300. The number of 


tenants is on the decreaſe; the number of encloſures on the 


increaſe, though in general the pariſh is unencloſed.— The 


people of this pariſh are by no means noted for frequenting 


_ taverns or alehouſes: Drunkenneſs is no part of their cha- 
raceriftic : The number of drinking clubs decreaſes every 


2 


year. 

and in 
for the 
riſh ha 


few of 
numb! 
hood, 
plying 
as at 
pies n 
cloth 
town 
inchu 
with 


—— — 
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and in the county, 6; which is rather below the average 


for the laſt fix years. —The number of cottages in this pa- 


iſh has varied very little for theſe many years paſt, very 
few of the farmers chooſing to diminiſh or to increaſe their 
number; the progreſs of manufaQtures may, in all likeli- 


hood, render cottagers more and more neceſſary for ſup- : 
plying a ſufficiency of reapers in harveſt, more particularly : 


as at that buſy time the dreſſing of their wheat lands occu- 
pies many of their ordinary ſervants.—1793, May. K fail- 
cloth manufacture is now beginning in St Andrew'ss _ 

Whatever has been ſaid above in general, concerning the 


town and pariſh of St Andrew's, muſt be confidered alſo as 
including the pariſh of St Leonard's, Wen 15 intermized 


with — other. 5 


1 * 


* LEONARD. 8 PARISH, 


By the Rev. JoskrH M*Cormick, D. D. Miniler of St 


Leonard , and Principal of the United College. 


THE pariſh of St Leonard's conſiſts of a few diſtr i&s in 


diferent quarters of the town and ſuburbs of St Andrew! S, 
together with 2 farms in the country, about 3 miles diſtant 


from the town, all originally belonging to the Priory, af- 
terward to the College of St Leonard's, and now to the 
bpited College of St Salvator and St Leonard's. It is pro- 5 
bable that the erection of the pariſh is of the ſame date 
with the foundation of the College whoſe name it bears. 
Although the principal of St Leonard's did not always of- 
ficiate as miniſter of the pariſh, and in the inſtance of Mr 
George Buchanan, was not even a clergyman, it is certain, 


that for ſome time before the Revolution, the two offices 
were held by the ſame perſon; and ever ſince that period 
the principal of the College has | been a clergyman and mi- 
niſter of the pariſh. 
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the whole pariſh amounted to 385; of theſe, there are in 


in the city and ſuburbs, belonging to the pariſh of St Leo. 
nard's, are interſperſed with thoſe of the town pariſh, the 
annual average of births, marriages and deaths in any given 


born and die in that period, muſt be in proportion to the 
numbers of each pariſh, and need not be repeated.—The 
number of poor upon the ſeſſion-roll of St Leonard's i; 
from 6 to 9, beſides the occaſional poor; and the funds for 


Ihe ſtipend of St Leonard's conſiſts of 5 chalders of vifual, 

one half of which is oats, and about L. 3 Sterling of mo- 

ney, the rent of an acre and an half of land mortified about 
= century ago to the miniſter of ot Leonard's, 


Accord) ing to my lateſt ſurvey, the number of fouls in 


the town, 220; in the ſuburbs called Argyle, 11 53 andi 
the country, 50. As the inhabitants of the ſeveral diſttiq; 


period, as alſo the number of males and females who are 


their ſupport are from L. 25 to L. 27 Sterling a-year— 


(Count) 


of Cockburnſpath. YE 
NUMBER XVI. 
PARIS H or C OC KBURNSPATH, 


(orerr 0 or Ben viex, PaESBYTERY e or Doxzan, SrxoD or 
5 Lorhlax AND TWEEDDALE a: 


By the Rev. Mr ANDREW SPENCE. 


Nan, Surface — Wee 


T Hls 3 formerly called Colbrandſpath, is ſtunted 


upon the ſea-coaſt, in the ſhire of Berwick, and con- 


tiguous to Eaſt Lothian. It was but a ſmall pariſh till the 


annexation of Auldcambus ; but at what time this happened 
is uncertain. The pariſh conſiſts of two parts; one high _ 
and mountainous, the other comparatively low and even. 


The upper diviſion makes part of the great ridge of Lam- 
mermuir, which, at the weſtern extremity of the pariſh, 


approaches to within about three miles of the ſhore, and | 


which runs into the ſea in the rocky promontory of Faſt- 
caſtle, a little beyond its eaſtern limit. The ſame diviſion 
is nearly followed by the minerals, the upper page's conſiſt- 
ing of ſchiſtus rock, the lower, of ſtrata of ſandſtone, coal, 


XC, z their line of junction paſſes through the middle of 


the 
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9 ſcene highly intereſting to thoſe who attend to the miner, 
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county, 5 


5 the pariſh, nearly i in a direction from N. E. to 8. W. Thi 
1 18 


actual meeting may be ſeen at the bottom of ſome of in 
glens, but ſtill better in a rock waſhed by the ſea at a plu 
called Szchar Point, where the ſtrata of ſandſtone lie hon, Arie 
zontally on the broken edges of the ſchiſtus, whoſe beg, WW both of! 
are at that particular ſpot nearly in a vertical poſition; ; ind em. 
them to 

lower di 
of its ki 
in one f 
ſrength 
for the 
fallow , 
after th 
ley or 
after fa 
land, e 
ley, an 
leeds ; 

conleq1 


logical hiſtory of the globe. Several thick beds of grave 
lie upon the ſandſtone of the lower diviſion, compoſed d 
rounded pieces of ſchiſtus, whinſtone, porphyry, granite, an{ 
ſometimes limeſtone ; all of which i it is probable have been 
carried into their preſent poſition by ſome great revolutin 
of the globe, ſince none of them, except the ſchiſtus, occur 
in this pariſh, in their native place. On the upper fide, 

towards the hills, theſe beds conſiſt of ſmall ſtones inter 
mixed with ſand, and are looſe and detached ; upon the ſhore 

the ſtones are large, and bedded in clay. It is probably 
owing to this circumſtance that the ſoil near the ſea is 1 
ſtrong clay, and that farther up is light, and ſometime 

gravelly.—The ſhore is high, conſiſting of a ſet of cli 
about 100 feet above the level of the ſea; they are formel 
either of ſandſtone, or of the beds of clay, mixed with large 
ſtones mentioned above; they are in ſome places rocky 
and perpendicular, in others ſloping rapidly, but covered | 
with graſs, affording ſweet paſture for ſheep. Behind the r 
cliffs the country riſes gently towards the hills in a waving nib, x 


quent] 
it the 
The r. 
| the p. 


form, and is interſected by many deep ravines, whoſe fides its ſol 
are ſometimes ſloping and covered with graſs, but are it and p 
general rocky, and finely wooded ; in each a little brook the p 
flows. This mixture of rocks, woods, paſture, and cultive- great! 
tion, produces much pictureſque ſcenery, both lively and G 
romantic. Owing, however, to the want of hedge- rows, or heatl 
old encloſures, and to the low ſituation of the ou, the of ex 

: country, palty 
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country, as ſeen by a traveller merely paſſing along the 
great . has * of a bare 3 


and emulation prevails among the tenants, which leads 


lower diviſion is partly ſtrong and partly hight, each good 
of its Kind; but they anſwer beſt when combined together 
in one farm, as by this means a farmer can employ his 


for the ſtrong land, which lies chiefly along the ſhore, is 
fallow , wheat or barley, with broad clover and rye-graſs ; 


ind, except after fallow, to hit the proper ſeaſon for bar- 


ſeeds; whereas wheat upon fallow is often too ſtrong, and 
conſequently falſe, and the graſs-ſeeds ſown with it fre- 
quently fail; on the other hand, wheat after beans or peaſe, 
oc ik the ground is clean, ſeldom fails to yield a good increaſe. 


I] The rotation upon the light land of the lower diviſion of 


ef he pariſh, which lies principally upon its upper fide, is 


he turnip, barley, clover, oats. The upper diviſion of the pa- 
ng nh, making part of Lammermuir, partakes ſomewhat of 
es ts ſoil and climate; but by the induſtry of the farmers 
in and proprietors, in the cultivation of turnip and graſs, and 
1k WT "i: proper uſe of lime, the face of the country has been 
A greatly changed for the better. N | 
nd Great tracts of land, which formerly were covered with 
or heath, or over-run with furze, being brought to a ſet 
ie of excellent breeding farms, great part of which is kept in 
J. palture, In theſe farms the ſheep have been much im- 
: proved 
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atria this warlth + we meet with every vicky 
both of ſoil and of climate, and a general ſpirit of induſtry 
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em to make the moſt of every ſituation. The ſoil of the _ 
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frength at all ſeaſons, and in all weathers. The rotation 
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alter the clover, oats ; then peaſe or beans; and again bar- 
ley or wheat. The beſt farmers frequently ſow barley 
after fallow, inſtead of wheat; for it is difficult upon ftrong 


ley, and then the ground is in fine preparation for graſs- 
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proved by the jnteoatadiion, to a certain | adequate depre, FN 
of the Northumberland breed. The full Northumberland grow 
breed has been lately tried with great ſucceſs by a Pro. 
: prietor on ſome of the rich land of the pariſh. The fu. 
mers of the lower diviſion in general keep no ſtock, hut 


known by the name of tangle ( fucus palmatus), having? 
very Jong, ſtalk, and a broad . leaf; it ſeems e 


eat off their turnips with ſheep and cattle bought in for the 


- purpoſe, and ſold when fit for the butcher. Sometimes the flat b 
turnips are eaten upon the ſpot by ſheep, ſometimes they lowef 
are led off to graſs- fields for ſheep and cattle ; in the hf a boa! 
caſe the good farmer thinks it neceſſary to lay ſome nu. fiſher: 
nure upon the ſpot, which, even with this help, is found taken 
rather to fall ſhort of the land upon which the turnip hu rocks 
been eaten as it grew: by this management the ground iz by tt 
kept in ſuch heart, that an excellent crop of turnips is ſome wher 
times raiſed after the oats, without dung being laid upon It is 
5 that crop. The upland farmers ſeldom feed for the butcher good 
: but give all their turnips to the keeping ſtock ; ; they like. equa 
_ wiſe frequently buy turnips from the lower farmers, and is co 
bring down their ſtock to eat them. In the lower diviſion its 
: of this pariſh the harveſt 15 in general very fayourable, {tror 
and the farmers ſhow great activity on that occaſion; fo proc 
that when a bad ſeaſon does occur, they ſuffer leſs than in ty, 
many other places; they employ great numbers of High- ſpre 
landers at that time, who come into the country for the ſpr 

| purpoſe, and no wages are ſpared when the ſeaſon require pro 
a ſtreſs of hands. In the upper diviſion the harveſt is often my 
late, and of courſe ſubjected to more ſevere weather. No leer 
limeſtone has been found in this pariſn; but lime is got rip 
from the kills at Thornton-loch, at the diſtance of three ct for 
four miles along the great poſt-road. The lands of the Pat 
lower diviſion of the pariſh are very much benefited by the ne: 
uſe of ſea-ware as a manure. It conſiſts chiefly of the kind ab; 


go 


of cru fen. | "20g: 


pro! upon ol tbe toches which are never left bark by the! 
tide, and whoſe depth, below the ſurface of low: water, does 
not exceed twenty fathoms; it thus oectipies a ſpace along 
the ſhore, of about half a mile in breadth, in which it grows * 
like a foreſt, rifing eight or ten feet from the bottom; the 
flat blade of the plant being viſible when the ſea is at its 5 
loweſt ebb. - This belt of ſea-ware may be diſtinguiſhed in 
a boat by the colour of thc vater, and is well known to the 
fiſhermen, from whoſe report the adave account is chiefly 
taken. In violent ſtorms; the ſea tears the plant from te 
rocks, and drives it on ſhore it is then eagerly carried oft 
by the farmers, who ſpread it directly upon the ground 
where it is to be uſed, and plough it in as faſt as poſfible. 
It is the opinion of many godd farmers, that a cart- load of 
good ware is at any ſeaſon of the year equivalent to an J 
equal load of dung; but at the time of ſowing barley, it 
is confide fed as at leaſt of double value; partly owing to 
its being; as they ſay, Tipe at that ſeaſon; having the 
ſtrongeſt / manuring quality, and partly to its efficacy in 
producing fine crops of batley, both in quatitity and qua- 
ty. When the ground is very dry, the ware is often 
ſpread upon the ground after the corn is ſown, or even 
ſprung; and when applied in this manner, it is ſuppoſed to 
produce the beſt and the ſureſt effects. Ware-barley is 
much eſteemed by the brewers, and is in great requeſt for 
feed; particularly by the upland farmers; as it is ſaid to 


ot ripen at leaſt a week earlier than any other; ſo that it ſells 
ot for a ſhilling the boll higher than the current price —The 
10 pariſh contains between 7000 and 8000 acres: There are 
ie nearly 200 acres in wheat ſown yearly in the pariſh, and 
d about 400 in turnip.— The rent for the ſtrong land upon 
2 the coaſt is L. 2 the acre Scots; from 10 8. to L. I; 10 8. 
to for the light land of the lower divifion : The upland farms 
of are not conſidered as let by the acre. There are 57 ploughs, 


126 horſes, about 500 cattle, and between 4090 and 5coo 


Vor. XIII. . 4 1 ſheep. 
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favs. The fares are from "Ix to 'S 450 pads rent, 


Of late years many ſmall farms have been thrown into 2 


few large ones, and ſeveral new farin-houſes, with com- 
plete office houſes, have been built; on the other band, 23 
by this diſtribution fewer hands are employed than for. 
merly, many houſes of an inferior fort have gone to uit 

A threſhing-mill has been erected about thres + Fo 150 7 
1 tenant at his own expe . anſwers well. 


Cats. 2—Abou the cloſe of the lat contury, nl 2 was 5 
Py in tuis pariſh by a regular ſet of colliers, and falt-works 


were carried on; fince that time the works have been 

: given up, though the late Sir John Hall of Dunglaſs made 

5 many attempts at coal, but without n. No mw en · 
- ine! has ever been uſed. 


| at to Dr Webſter's report, the po- 


pulation in 1755 was 919. The ſtoppage of the collieries, 
and the loſs of the various advantages connected with them, 
ſeems to account for a ſtriking diminution of population 


which took place early in this century, as appears by the 


| regiſters both of this pariſh, and that of Oldhamſtocks, 
Of late years, the number of inhabitants has undergone a 


ſecond diminution, by the alterations which have been 


made in the diſtribution of land into large farms inſtead of 


ſmall ones, one containing now what was formerly three 
or four.—The poſt-office, which was formerly at Auld- 


cambus in this pariſh, is now removed to the Preſs, in the 


pariſh of Coldingham; about 40 years ago, there were five 
brewers in Cockburnſpath, and for many years there has 
not been one in the pariſh till Whitſunday 1991.—Tbt 


preſent number of ſouls, by an exact account taken in 


April 1793, is 883; of theſe 406 are males and 477 fe- 


males. At an average, the births for 10 years, from 1721 


of crekburnpath. 227 


10 1731, aniointed. to 35 yearly; from 1762 to 179 


they are only 24. There are at preſent 197 houſeholders. 


The number of married perſons 1 is 888 bs here are 9 wei- 
dowery, 8 — 3 5 * =; 


Males. Females. Total. 


Children hike 3 years of age, „ e . 


From 3 to 10 = „ 90 9 10 

From 10 to 20, 5 5 5 — 92 85 104 196 : 
From 30 to yo 3808 3 97 

Nene d ie: 
From 40 to 50, 7 IEG an Be 4 3 50 . 84 
e e 06 
TR Wn 
[.- Frem-$6 eo 80, lhe het gh 20 


From 80 to 90, A l 55 1 5 6 5 7 = 


| There are 16 farmers, 16 fiſhermen, 12 weavers, 12 


day-labourers, 9 tailors, 7 wrights, 6 ſmiths, 5 grocers, 
i. e. trifing merchants, 3 maſons, 2 coopers, 1 wheelwright, 


I baker, 1 brewer, 1 gardener, and 1 ſhoemaker *. 


Haritors, Rear, Stipend, School, Poor. There are 6 heri 


tors of this pariſh, but none reſide in it. The valued rent 
is No 6 56x : 3 11 Vote money. The real rent is between 


L. 4coo 


5 Diſeaſe —There are no diſeaſes ceculiar t to this parich ; agues or 
 intermitting fevers were formerly frequent, but are ſcarcely now found 


do occur, unleſs the perſon i fected has brought the diſeaſe from another 


quarter, This may in ſome meaſure be owing to the greater attention 
_ that is now paid to diet, air, and cleanlineſs, and the more general uſe of 
animal food. Inoculation, though frequently practiſed, and always with 


lucceſs, has not yet become general, The prejudices of many have 


deen ſo ſtrong, as not to yield either to-the apparent certainty of ſucce's, 
nor to the offer of having tlie attendance of a ſurgeon, employed by theo 
famjly at Dunglafs, | | 
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L. 4200 and L. $000 Sterling. T he church is ancient, and 


very uncomfortable, but is ſoon to! be repaired. There 
are Seceders, both of the Burgher and Antiburgher yer. 
ſuaſions. The living, which is in gift of the Crown, con. 


fiſts of 2 bolls of wheat, 38 of barley, 50 of oats; with 


I. 40: 16:8 Sterling, including L. 40 Scots for commu. 
nion elements, and a glebe of about 6 acres of arable laid, 

The manſe was repaired in 1791, and has a garden conti- 
guous.— There is an eſtabliſhed ſchoolmaſter in Cockburn. 


path, his ſalary is L. 100 Scots. He has a dwelling-houſe, 


| | ſchool-houſe, and garden, Perquiſites as ſeſſion- clerk, may 
be about L. I, 188. Sterling. From 40 to 60 children 


generally attend the ſchool. The wages the quarter ate, 


for reading Engliſh, 1 8. 6 d.; ; writing, 25. arithmetic, 25, 
6 d.; and Latin, 3s. There has always been a ſchool allo 

at Auldcambus, for the benefit of that part of the pariſh; 

but as there is no ſettled ſalary, and there is a vacancy at 


preſent, it is not probable it will be again filled up.— The 


Poor at preſent on the roll are 6, all females but one, and 
ſeveral others receive a ſupply occaſionally. There are 


no poors rates. 


The funds from which they are ſupplied, 


are. the intereſt of 500 merks, the collections at the church- 


door, and dues from private baptiſms, and irregular marria- 


ges. Their allowance is therefore but ſmall. None, how- 
ever, beg; and as they are generally induſtrious, they make 
a tolerable ſhift. The lady of a gentleman, who refides in 
2 neighbouring pariſh, and is principal heritot of this, al- 
fiſts and relieves many . and when they are in diſtreß, 


ſupplies them with wine, bark, and other remedies. Were 
it not for her attention and liberality, the want of reſiding 
heritors, and of poors rates; would be ſeverely felt. 


Hiſbing.— There are 16 fiſhermen in the pariſh, who are 
employ a. in catching in their proper ſeaſon, cod, ling, 
kate, 
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. of Crokburnſpath. 


kate, whitings,: f flounders, lobſters, and Aube e. Had- 
docks, which for ſome years had diſappeared, have this 
ſpring been again found in conſiderable quantities, but the 
price is greatly advanced. For many years, the beſt had- 55 
docks were ſold at 6 d. the ſcore, and now they ſell at from 
28. to 5% s. The herring-fiſhing is. ſometimes very advan- 
in ſome ſeaſons, above 100 boats have been col- 
lefled at be Cove, and been very ſucceſsful. The white 
fh is in general ſold to carriers, who take them to Muſ- 
ſelburgh, from whence they are carried on women's backs 
to the Edinburgh market. The lobſters have, for theſe 
many years, been ſold by contract, at a fixed price for cer- 
tain fizes, to Mr Fall of Dunbar, who ſhipped them off to 
London. About 40 years ago, an attempt was made by 
Sir John Hall of Dunglaſs, to clear a baſon, and make a 
harbour at the Cove. The wall was conſiderably advan- 
ced, when a ſtrong wind from the N. E. raiſed ſuch a 
| heavy ſea, as almoſt entirely deſtroyed the work, and it 
was not again renewed. A road had been cut through a 
rock, for an eaſy acceſs to the ſhore, by which carts ſtill 
paſs under ground, about 60 yards. 
out of the ſolid rock, we would have been my uſeful and 
nadie. | 


Cellars were alſo cut 


| Roads, —This pariſh IS the Solid advantage of being | 
interſe&ted by public roads, which afford eaſy and conve- 
went communications to all quarters. 
road from Edinburgh to London by Berwick, paſſes 
through the paciſh, cutting it nearly from S. E. to N. W.; 
tle road from Dunbar to Dunſe cuts it from north to 
ſouth; and a new road is lately begun, but not yet open- 
ed, by which it is propoſed to form an eaſy and ſhort 
communication between Eaft Lothian and Berwickſhire, 
along 3 valley, which | as near Renton, in the pariſh of 
Coldingham. 


The great eaſtern 
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| Coldingtain, Beides theſe, thaw: isn | number of m 
Laut along the ſteep banks, in order to procure ſea-ware fg 
manure, which is driven in at 6 different places on the 

more of this pariſh. The poſt- road croſſes three of th 


ravines already mentioned, as interſecting this pariſh ; fir 


the Dunglaſs burn, at its entry on the weſt fide, over a 
old bridge, which is very inconvenient; next, at th 
Tower; and laftly over the Peas. It eroſſes the two kf 
| by bridges, built in the year 1786, when the road was d 


tered, in order to avoid the very dangerous paſs which i 


| eroffed near the ſea. The Peas bridge is 123 feet fron 


the bottom of the water of the burn to the top of the rail 


| it 1s 300 feet long, with the parapet walls, 1 5 feet wide, 
and 6 feet from the level of the road to the top of the 
rail; in paſſing by the Peas bridge, the road is lengthenel 
between Z and & of a mile; but a great ſaving is obtainel 
in point of level, ad the level of the preſent bridge is 200 
feet in perpendicular height, above the ſpot at which the 
old road croffed the Peas burn, near the ſea; and the oll 
road upon the eaſt fide roſe through a perpendicular height 


of 150 feet, at a Security of ny one in — 5 


W ods, 6 Dun gut, chere is A great teal F 
fine wood and valuable treess ſome of which are in thi 
pariſh; a ſmall part of 944 woods is natural, or has 


| ſprung as ſtock ſhoots from natural wood cut over, but by 


far the greateſt part was planted about the beginning df 
this century. There are about 100 acres of natural oaks 
called Penmiſhiel wood, about half of which have been 


cut fince the year 1750. None have been cut for the lf 
10 years, the remainder are about as old as the centut)- 


There is alſo a good deal of wood on the ſides of many of 
the deep ravines, with which the pariſh is interſected. 


Fuel is ſcarce and expenſive. Some peat und turf are uſed, 
but 
+> 


| of Gookburnſpath. „ 


bat in is rl coals. They are moſtly brought Ben Dun- | 
har, where they coſt from 5s. to 115. the boll, which is 
113 ewt. with the addition of carriage, They this winter 

coſt ſometimes 14 5. the boll , and were often not to be had 


at any rate. Wages are much the ſame here as in the 
neighbourivg n and a are ſtated i in ö their accounts. 


Aae part of the chuck Rill remains at at Auld. 0 
cambus, called St Helen's Kirk. From the nature of the 
building, and other circumſtances, it is ſuppoſed to have 


been erected ſome time in the ſeventh century. About a 


quarter of a mile from the Peas bridge, the remains of an 
ancient caſtle are ſtill ſtanding, called the Old Tower. It 


appears to have been a place of conſiderable ſtrength, but 


nothing certain is known concerning it. This pariſh, ly- 
ing near the boundary of the kingdoms, and containing 

many very ſtrong military paſſes, has been frequently the 
ſcene of war ; and this appears, by the camps of various 


| kinds ſtill viſible on many of the rifing grounds, and by 


the traces of military entrenchments in the glens. 
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Bx the Rev. Mr ANDREW YORSTOUN, | 


Keloſbern, from Cella Oſburni. 
extent, and the church ſeems to have been intended chiefly 
for the accommodation of the family of Cloſeburn, and it 


Situation N on; Ee, 


* 


'H E EY of Cloſeburn 18 diſtant from the town of 
Dumfries 12 miles. The original name of the pa- 


riſh was Kiloſburn, or, as it is ſpelled in a very old deed, 
It was at firſt but of ſmall 


dependents. To that very ancient and reſpectable family 


the whole pariſh. belonged, and in their poſſeſſion it re. 


mained for ſeveral centuries. The preſent repreſentative 
of the family has a charter of confirmation, which ws 
granted to one of his predeceſſors in the beginning of the 
13th century. To ſatisfy the demands of importunate ere. 


ditors, the eſtate of Cloſeburn was expoſed to ſale in the 


Jeux 1783, and was bought by the Reverend James Stuart 
Monteatb, 
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Vo 


times 2 place of conſiderable note, being a burgh of rega- 


lity, to whoſe 2 a | very conſiderable extent of - 


country was ſubject. 


Stipend, LfcThe patronage of the 3 pariſhes ha- 


ving been ſold along with the eſtate of Cloſeburn, now be- 8 
longs to Mr ewe Monteath. The ſtipend was aug 


mented in the year 1786, and is now L. 70 in money, 
2 chalders of meal, and 1 of bear, with L. 5 for commu- 


nion elements. The glebe is very ſmall, no ground ha- 
ving ever yet been ſet off for paſturage, either in Cloſe- 
burn or Dalgarno. The glebe of Dalgarno, conſiſting of 
4 acres and nearly one half, was exchanged in the year 


1732 for 3 acres and one rood, lying contiguous to the 


glebe of Cloſeburn, which, in conſequence of this addition, 


meaſures about 6 acres. The church was built about 50, 


and the manſe about 30 years ago; conſiderable repara- 
tions were made upon both about 15 years ago; and they 


are now much better than is. common in country pariſhes. 


"Paola TR e to Dr Webſter⸗ s report, the 
population in 1755, was 999. The number of inhabitants 
in the year 1778, was between 100 and 1100. Laſt year, 


(1791), they amounted to 1499. This great increaſe has 
been occaſioned by extenſive lime-works in the pariſh, the 


diviſion of farms, making of roads, and other improve- 


Vor. XIII. Gg ments. 


of CiC i, 233 


1 Rector of Barrowby i in ee Cloſe- 
burn is quite ſurrounded by the pariſh of Dalgarno, which 
was annexed to it in the year 1697; and the extent of the 
two united, is about 9 or 10 miles in length, and as much 
in breadth, meaſuring from the extremities. Near where Oo 
the church of Dalgarno ſtood, there was, a village, which, 
though there are now no remains of it, was in former 
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mM. Statiſtical Account 


increaſe. 
OW Number of males, 729 Labourers, 30 
- — females, 761 Maſons, od 6 
Proprietors of land, of Carpenters, - 8 
whom 3 reſide in the % 
VVVVTVVVVVVVVV aan 8 nd, 
Tenants, e 5 83 Shoemakers, 5 1 85 3 
Subtenants. 30 Blackſmith, = <- x 
Marriages in the year, from g to 12. 
Births = 5 " — from 35 to 40. 
Burials - — — — from od to N 


'F rom be cls of ovulation,” it may . ſoppold 


| that there is a great number of houſes lately built in the 
| Pariſh. Some of theſe indeed, being built by ſubtenants at 


their own expenſe, are but indifferent; and it is a little 
unfortunate, that theſe pooreſt houſes are built along the 
great road which paſſes through the pariſh, Travellers, 


from the mean appearance of theſe houſes, are apt to form 
an unfavourable opinion of the country. But the princi- 


pal farmers are generally lodged pretty comfortably. The 


new proprietor of Cloſeburn has built a very excellent 
. houſe for himſelf, large, ſubſtantial, and commodious NE 


Schooks, Poor.— The path of Clefebara: 18 remarkably 
well ſupplied with ſchools, though, there is no legal ſalary 
| provides 


* The ſituation of the pariſh is in general Wal But there are no 
very extraordinary inſtances of longevity in it. The oldeſt man at prefent 
in it is aged 92 ory3; he is now become frail and infirm, but not ſo 
tauch ſo as might be expected in ſich an advanced age. His emplox- 


ment has always been that of a ſheep farmer. There | is another old man, 
wholy h 


3 


John Wallace, 


of Chſthrn. i 


eise for 4 Sher. In room x of a legal ſalary; 


the proprietor e of Cloſeburn has, for a great many years, 
been in uſe to give a ſmall ſum of money yearly, to a per- 


ſon named by himſelf to teach Engliſh, writing and arith- 


metic, 
But the prihcipal ſchool of the pariſh is that which, in ho- 
nour of its faunder, is called the ſchool of Wallacehall. 


burn, in the year 1723, mortified L. 1600, for the purpoſe 


of erecting this ſchool *®. The reputation of the ſchool of 
Wallacehall was raiſed very high by the late rector Mr 
Alexander Mundell, and there is every reaſon to expect, 
that under his ſon and ſucceſſor, it will preſerve that repu- 
tation it has IT Jy noquired, 8 fituation of this 

50 ſchool 


whoſe age, from his own account, is 89. He was long ns to the 


family of Cloſeburn; but for ſome years his only employment has been 
going errands, He 1s yet a healthy and vigorous man, and walks ſome- 
times 7 or $ miles in a forenoon, without being fatigued. In the church- 


-yard of Dalgarno there 15 a tombſtone, under which are buried a father | 


and mother, with their ſon and his n whoſe ages, all added eber, 
amount to 3 50 years. 


5M The e of Penpont were appointed truſtees for the manage- 
ment of the fund, judging of the qualifications of the teachers, and 


watching over the intereſts of the ſchool. In the management of the 


fund, the Laird of Cloſepurn was to be conſulted. Five patrons were 
appointed to nominate the rector of the ſchool, viz. John Wallace of 
Elderflie, Thomas Wallace of Cairnhill, and Michael Wallace, merchant 
in Glaſgow, three brothers, the miniſter of Cloſeburn, and town-clerk 
of Glalgow, for the time being. In the election of a rector, it is re- 
commended to the patrons to give a preference to one of the name of 
Wallace, if equally qualified. Of the money mortiſied by Mr Wallace, 
I. 200 was laid out in building a ſchool-houſe and dwelling-houſe for 
the rector, and in purchaſing 5 acres of ground contiguous to the ſchool, 
tor the rector's uſe; L. 1145 was laid out in purchaſing lands at ſome 
diſtance; and the remainder was at firſt put out to intereſt, but has ſince 
been applied, towards encloſing the land; and enlarging the rector's 


houſe. 
* 


ny part of the pariſh he himſelf thought proper. 


merchant in Glaſgow, a native of Cloſe- 
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236 | Starifica Account 


ſchool | 1 wks. . is at alin good accommods 


tion for boarders, and will be {till better very ſoon, the 
rector being about to build a large and commodious new 


houſe ; and every attention is paid both to the morals and 


education of thoſe under his care. This ſchool is indeed 


not only « bleſſing to the pariſh, but a public good to the 
country.—The only proviſion for the poor of the pariſh 


is a fund of L. 100, lent to a Banking Company at 4 per 
cent. the weekly collections amounting to about L. 32 or 

L. 33 a-year, and ſome {mall fines, together with money 
4 received for the uſe of a mort cloth, amounting to L. 0 


L. 3 a-year. The number of poor is from 20 to 25. Of 


| theſe, a few depend wholly upon what they receive out of 
the pariſh; and others are capable of doing a little work, 
which, with a ſmall aid from the e. collections, ferve 


for their Tpport.. 


A e Soil, . Stock, Se. The lands in 


this pariſh have almoſt all been meaſured. The amount of 
the whole is about 28,0co acres ; 1900 of which are an- 


w in crop. The ſoil is various. Along the river 
| | Nith, 


ben The land is at heat raced at L. 90, including public burdens, 


which amount to L. 14:17:11. But the leafe expires next Whitſun- 


day, (1. e. Whitſunday 1793.) and a new leaſe has been given at the 


yearly rent of IL. 155. The branches of education which the deed of 
mortification requires to be taught at this ſchool, are, reading Engliſh, 


Writing, arithmetic, bcok-keeping, Latin and Greek. But beſides theſe, 
French, geography, and ſometimes mathematics, are alſo taught. Tre 
Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, and vook-keeping elaſſes, are taught by an 
uſher, named by the rector, and approved of by the preſbytery. His la- 
lary is paid by the rector, and is by the deed of mortification appointed 
to be L.. I0 a- year and his board, or L. 18 without his board. The 


rector is likewiſe obliged to pay L. 5 a- year to a perſon named by the 


miniſter, to teach Engliſh in a remote part of the pariſh, which, on ac 
count of the diſtance, cannot reap any benefit from the other ſchoo!? 
All thele ſchools are ſ ee to the children of the Pariſh, 
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Vith, which forms the alen boundary of the curiſh, i 18 
io be found a fine rich loamy foil. To the eaſtward, the 


ground riſes a little, and the ſoil becomes light, dry, and 


andy. Farther on, in the ſame direction, the ground riſes | 
1:11 more, and there the foil is ſtrong and deep, with a mix- 
ture of elay; to the eaſtward of this again are extenſive 
moors, unfit for tillage, but affordin 8 very good paſture for 
ſheep, The rental of the pariſh is about L. 3500. The 
farmers are rather unwilling to publiſh the ſtock and crop 
upon their farms; but according to the neareſt calculation, 
the amount of the whole may be about 11,000 hoop, 1209 . 
black cattle, and 2 59 horſes, all * included. 


Seh. Tho ſheep generally kim are the ſhort black- 


faced kind, and the farmers ſeem to have no inclination ä 
change the breed, bur are at pains to 1mprove it. Re: 


computed that every ſcore of ſuch ſheep will yield ful. 
iy 3 ſtones of wool ; of courſe, there onght to be 1650 

ſtones produced in the pariſh annually; but, owing to a num- 
ber of ſheep of one and two years old being ſold off before 
the time of ſheep-ſhearing, the quantity actually produced 
does not much exceed 1400 ſtones. The wool is generally 
ſold at 6s, or 75. the ſtone ; but it has lately become a prac; 
uce with ſeveral of the farmers in this and the neighbour- 


ing pariſhes to waſh their ſheep before they are clipped. 


This no doubt leſſens the weight of their wool, but it brings | 

them a price for it ſo much higher, as more than to com- 

penſate for the loſs of weight, and for the trouble of waſh- 

ing; wool, which otherwiſe would not have brought more 

ra 6s. the ſtone, being waſhed 1 in chis manner will bring | 
3 2 


H. uſbandry, 


: * There is an account ill i in — of the ſheep and wool npon 
Fe — of Cloſeburn at the N of this century, written in the 
| proprietor” $ 
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throughout the pariſh ; but that which prevails mo; 1 


n — = — 2 8 "- . 245; ee — 
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peaſe, and then to lay it out with barley, or bear and grit 
The quantity of ground occupied by each of theſe kind d 
crop is not exactly aſcertained, but is conjectured to h 


— w— — 
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nips; 40 or 50 in peaſe; and about 200 in clover and rye- 
graſs, The potatoes and turnips are all horfe-hoed, al 


Potatoes are ſuppoſed to be half the food of the labourin 
people through all this country; and when there are mor 


* * all : 
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Huſbandry —The mode of niſbandry 4 is not i 


after liming the ground to take 2, ſometimes 3 crops 0 
oats, after theſe a green crop of potatoes, turnips, ay 


about 1500 acres in oats; from 20 to 30 in wheat; 135 
in barley; 5 70 in bear; 120 in potatoes; 30 or 40 in tur 


in no country are better crops of theſe raiſed than in thi 


Mark 


: than can be uſed by the people, they are found to be "py 
. rom 
great advantage in feeding horſes, cows, and ſwine; hene 208 
| 0 age 

the raiſing good potatoe crops is an object of importance [ 1 

„ine 

and if the farmers of this country have approached perfe. | 6p 

tion in any thing, it is in this branch of huſbandry. The b = a 

nature of the ſoil is well adapted to this kind of crop, and 1 
r e Fins pu inton 
| ol 

| $700. 1 

fo 5 gu 

| proprietor? s OWN hand; from which it appears, that there were then upon . 

that barony 6740 ſheep, yielding 53) ſtones of wool. The number kept dien 1 

at preſent upon the ſame lands is only 3969, which, allowing 3 ſtones of from J 


wool to the ſcore of ſheep, will yield 594 ſtones; fo that though tie two ye 


number of ſheep be leſs by almoſt two-fifths, yet the quantity of wool i 2 Col 
greater. The reaſon of this remarkable difference in the number of ſheep 
is, that at the beginning of this century the ſheep were much ſmaller, con the far 
ſequently the lands could keep more of them; beſides, the farmers then facture 
overſtocked their farms; and a third reaſon is, that a great deal of land, Fs 
which was then fit only for common ſheep-paſture, has ſince been im- 


proved, and is now good corn-land. Farms, upon which at that time * pe 
conſiderable flocks were kept, have not now a ſingle ſheep upon them. and it 
The diſproportion with reſpect to the quantity of wool may be accounted veſt col 
for from the larger ſize of the ſheep, from their being in better condi Table l. 


tion, and from their being heavier ſmeared than they formerly were. 


: of Cloſeburn, pe | 


the beneficial effects of lime diſcover themſelves remarkably, 
both by improving the quality and increaſing the quantity of 
potatoes *. There is nothing remarkable in the implements 

ak huſbandry commonly uſed. The plough in moſt general 
aſe is the Scots plough, which, the land being ſomewhat 


q ſtony, is found to anſwer better than any other. It is made © 
Wit and is for moſt part drawn by two horſes. One-horſe 
ars are much in uſe; and it is found, that more work can 

* be done, and with more eaſe both to man and horſe, by 
ye theſe carts, than can be done by the ſame number of men 
and and horſes with two-horſe carts. There is ſcarcely a far- 
ner in the pariſh who has not two, ſome have three, ſome | 
ing four carts. e b | | 

* Len The 1 market for black cattle i 18 Bae. 
3 From this pariſh there are ſold annually about 100 come 
fo age, whoſe price for three or four years has been about 
fee L 5 the head; 60 of 22 Foun old, at L.4; and 250 of 14 
es old, at L. 2, 10s. The markets for ſheep are Apple- 
N by and Staigſhaw, in England; Lockerby, Langholm, and 
1 Linton, in Scotland. The number fold annually i 15 abaut 


3700 lambs, whoſe price for ſome years has been from 3 
n e guineas the ſcore, that is, for 21, one being always 
tiven in to the ſcore ; 780 hogs or ſheep, of a year old paſt, 
of WW om L. 8 to L. 11 the ſcore ; ; and dinmonts, or ſheep of 
Ny two years, at from L. 10 to L. 13 the ſcore. Hardly any 
% ve fold beyond that age. Wool is generally bought up at 


.be farmers houſes, and carried into England to be manu- 
" factured there. It i is an obſervation 1 in every body's mouth, 

5 | | | tant” 
Ms» 

me 


4 People vl: to Go! if the ſeaſon permit, about the middle of March, 
and it is generally near the middle of May before all is finiſhed. Har- 
i rt commences or the moſt part about the 2oth of Auguſt, and 1 in tole- 

table ſeaſons alli is got in by * end of September. 
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_ tures to put this country into a moſt proſperous and fl. 
riſhing ſtate. What every body wiſhes will ſurely be u. 
tempted ſome time or other; and if any perſon or company 


neighbourhood, they would probably find it turn out to 
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that nothing i is wanting but the eſtabliſhment. of manuſy entire! 
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their own advantage, as well as to the good of the publ. 


The markets for corn and meal are, Dumfries, diſtant, x 


; has been already mentioned, 12 miles; Wanlockhead, di. 
tant 18 miles; and Leadhills, diſtant 19 miles. The quan. 
| tity uſually ſold from this pariſh has not been aſcertained, 
for a reaſon already given, that the farmers are not gene 
5 rally i inclined to publiſh the whole | produce of their farms! 


7 The Nane-works 4 Cloſeburn deferve par. 


ticular notice. By i improving the land, and exciting 
ſpirit of induſtry in the people, they have proved a public 
bleſſing to the country, as well as a ſource of wealth to th 
Proprietor. The lime-rock was diſcovered many year 
ago, but was in a great meaſure neglected till Sir Jame 
Kirkpatrick, the late proprietor of Cloſeburn, took it into 


his own management. It is juſt about 20 years ſince h: 
began to carry on that work, and from that period the 
country has been improving with aſtoniſhing rapidity, l 


has been obſerved, that the ſoil of Cloſeburn is various; bit 


that which prevails moſt in the arable part, is the light 


dry, ſandy ſoil ; and the people imagined that in place d 
being improved, it would be quite burnt up, and rendered 


uſeleſs by lime. To conquer vulgar prejudices is always 
difficult matter. Indeed, nothing but long experience can 
entirely 


* The price of meal fluctuates from 1 8.6 d. to 28. the tone, being ſeldom 
obove the one, or below the other. Barley is from 28. 6d, to 38. t 
vuihel 3 but it ſometimes is ſo high as 3s. C d. and even 45s, 
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al fubdus them.” \ Hades the uſe of premiums, Nen 
muſt ſometimes be bribed to purſue their own intereſt. 


They cannot, without ſome powerful inducements, be pre- 
vailed upon to give up their old cuſtoms, and to adopt 
thoſe improvements which, after a fair trial, ſufficiently re- 
commend themſelves. In the preſent caſe, the proprietor 


of Cloſeburn found it neceſſary to oblige his tenants in their 
leaſes to lime a certain quantity of their land yearly, he 


furniſhing the lime, and even paying for the carriage of it; 


and they, on their parts, being bound to pay 5 s. additional 


rent ſor every 80 meaſures, which were conſidered as ſuffi- 
cient for an acre. To men of a ſmall capital, who could 


not afford to be at the expenſe of liming their ground 
themſelves, this ſcheme was evidently beneficial. In place 
of advancing the money out of their own pockets, they had 
to pay little more than the intereſl of it; at the fame time, 
the proprietor improving his eſtate, and receiving good in- 
tereſt for his money, was, upon the whole, no loſer, though | 
greatly in advance. But even in this way, fo favourable 


to the tenant, the greateſt quantity any of them would 


agree to lime was two acres in the year ; ſome of them 


would lime no more than half an acre; and others could 
hardly be prevailed upon at all to make the experiment. 


Such was the averſion of the people in this country to the 
ule of lime as a manure for land, when the lime-works of 
Cloſeburn were firſt begun in the years 1772, 1773, and 


1774; but experience has conquered their prejudices, and 
neither compulſion nor arguments are any longer neceſſary. 
The lime coſts 9d. the meaſure at the lime-works, each 


meaſure containing two Dumfries pecks heaped, or about 
23 Wincheſter buſhels. The reaſon of this high price is, 


the deep cover, and the diſtance from coal. The coal is all 
brought from Sanquhar, which is 14 miles from Cloſeburn. 
It is fold at 7 d. the meaſure when laid down at the lune- 


Vor. XIII. Hh: works. 
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8 2 22 


works, The meaſure is the ſame with that by which tle 


lime is ſold; and one meaſure of coals is hardly ſufficien 5 n 
to burn three of lime. The quantity of lime commonly nh 
laid upon an acre is from 60 to 80 meaſures, and there an 5 
from 60,00c to 70, ooo meaſures ſold annually at the lime. #7 
works. There is another lime-· work in the neighbourhod, IT 
which was begun about ſeven years ago by Sir James py 
Kirkpatrick, and at which a very conſiderable quantity al Fo 
lime is ſold; but, notwithſtanding this, the demand at wats 
JCloſeburn has not in the leaſt decreaſed; a ſtrong proof of 52 
the progreſſive improvement of the country. Indeed, * 
within the ſpace of 20 years, the country has been made to Ga 
put on quite a new face; for dirty croft, and Poor outfiel oy 
crops of gray oats, and ſmall bear, or big, rich crops of ex. the 
cellent oats, barley, wheat and peaſe, potatoes, turnip, halt 
and ſown graſſes, are almoſt every where to be Teen OM 
Ground, which formerly paid not more than 2 8. or 25. mo 
6 d. the acre, now pays 158. and ſome of it is even ſubſe 
at a guinea, The rents of the farms in general are more 855 
than doubled, yet the tenants live incomparably better thun 4 
when they paid not the half of the preſent rents. Cloſeburn, To 
from being in a great meaſure a bleak and barren, has be- beer 
come a pleaſant and fertile ſpot in itſelf, and affords ample fron 
means of 1mprovement to all the neighbouring country. his 
All this has been brought about by the enterpriſing ſpirit he 
of one man, whoſe n name will long be revered in th 2 
country“. e 85 
Fat, 
By 3 . dut! 
„ * Price Lalour. The price of labour has increaſed with the improve. long 
5 ment of the country, Twenty years ago, L. 4 a-year were thought good his v 
wages for a labouring man kept in the houſe, and half as much for a Wo- 
man. A labourer's wages, without his victuals, were ; the long dai 7 
half a merk, or 6d. $-12ths, and in the ſhort day 5 d.; but now the to pi 
wages of a labouring man in the houſe arc from 6 to 8 cuinens in ti pecic 


year, and of a woman from 24 to 4 guineas, A labourer's wages with 
| out 
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Fuel, W . is plenty of beat in the pariſh ; 

but yet fuel can not eaſily be procured in ſufficient quan- 
tities arcs poor people, who have not the command of hor- 5 
ſes. Coal, though brought 14 miles, is found to be a . 
cheaper fire than peat got at the diſtance of 2 or 3 miles; 
yet the poor people place their chief dependence upon 
peat. The woods in this pariſh are pretty extenſive. There 
are about 200 acres of natural wood, and about 390 acres of 


thriving plantations. 


5 Hitt and Game The principal hills are Queenſberry, 
Garrick Heights, and Auchinleck. From the firſt of theſe, 
the Duke of Queenſberry takes his title, though only one 
in half of it is his property. Upon the top of this hill, grows 
l a ſmall berry, commonly called the Nub Berry. It bears 


7 ſome reſemblance to the bramble berry, and is pleaſant e- 
= nough to the taſte. It is not improbable, that the hill 
_ might derive its name from this berry, which perhaps 
* might be called the Queen of Berrys, or Queenſberry, as 


being thought the moſt delicious of wild berries. This, 
however, is but mere conjecture. The hill of Queenſ- 
berry riſes about 2000 feet above the level of the ſea, 
from which it is diſtant about 20 miles. The moors in 
this pariſh uſed to abound with black - fowl and grouſe, and 
the low-grounds with partridges : But of late, all Kinds of 


game have deren ſcarce of 
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out his victuals, where he gets conſtant employment, are 14 d. in the 
long day, and 10 d. in the ſhort day. When employed only occaſionally 
his wages are ſtill higher. | 


e 
— Cary edge 2 
n 
4 CEE Te IP 


* The reaſon commonly aſſigned for its ſcarcity, is the too eager deſire 
to preſerve it. By the ſeverity of the game-laws, the country people, eſ- 


pectally the en are e of a favourite amuſement 3 and to 
OI ...-. AVense 
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Rivers, Crichup Linn, — The river Nith forms the natural 

boundary between the pariſhes of Cloſeburn and Keit, 
; Cloſeburn lying upon the eaſt, and Keir upon the weſt r precipic 
that river. But probably, on account of the river's having WW perpendie 
changed its oourſe, there are two pretty large farms be bas in th 
longing to the pariſh of Cloſeburn, which now lie upon through * 
the weſtern fide. This beautiful river having been already 


near the 
its ſource. 


called a 11 


taken notice of, in the Statiſtical Accounts of ſome other tom, is u 
pariſhes, it is unneceſſary to ſay much about it here. It M :ait at 
runs 5 or 6 miles along the weſtern fide of this parih, Wit not fo 


5 through extenſive holms, now highly cultivated. Theſe 
holms, on each fide, terminate in ſloping banks, covered 
partly with natural wood, and partly with thriving plants 


of the w 
muring, 


tions. Several genteel houſes have lately been built at fimall Anti 
diſtances, and within view of one another. The whole to. pariſh 
_ gether affords a proſpect as rich and beautiful as is to be ſeen longing 
almoſt in any country. The fiſh in the river Nith are, fi. 5 

mon, gilſes, ſea trouts, hirlings, and burn-trouts. Beſides HS 
the Nith, there are ſeveral ſmaller waters or burns, as they * In: 
are called, in the pariſh, in all of which there is a good _ 
855 | | . | - | there W 
deal of burn-trout. The only one of theſe, which deſerves a 
particular notice, is, that which is called Crichup, remark- ns ff 
_ for its fingular courſe. It takes its riſe from a mol, ſtone-q 

| . ; | near houſes, 

” | 5 | tations 

_ avenge themſelves for the oppreſſion they think they ſuffer in this reſpect, their p 
they are ſaid in the ſpring, and beginning of ſummer, whilſt they tend there 
their flocks, to look out for the neſts, and deſtroy the eggs of the game. having 

In this way, they are ſaid to do more hurt to the game than ever they born t 
could do with their guns. There are, however, other reaſons for the the ap 
ſcarcity of game. A great deal more heath is burnt now than formerly; upon 

. conſequently, the moor-game are more expoſed to the birds of prey head, 
which are their greateſt deſtroyers. The ſown-graſs affords an early burſt; 
ſhelter to the partridges. They, therefore, very commonly make to ro 
their neſts in it; but before they bring out their young, the gras to thi 


is generally cut, and their eggs of courſe deſtroyed. All theſe cauſes 
probably contribute to render the game more ſcarce than in former 
times, 


{elves 
Hen 
once 
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near the northern extremity of the pariſh, Not far from 
its ſource, it forms a very beautiful caſcade, by falling over 
a precipice of about 80 or 90 feet 1 in heighth, and almoſt 
perpendicnlar. About half a mile below this, the water 


called linn, peculiarly romantic. This linn, from top to bot- 


e of the water running its dark courſe, and by its ow mur- 

( muring, Las ces Y the imagination * o,- 

| ee The are | havdly | any antiquities in this 
. pariſh worth being mentioned, except an old caſtle, be- 

n longing to the family of Cloſeburn, which bears no inſcrip- - 
| Oe en SE - tion, 
8 1 5 3 5 5 

7 Inacceſſible in a great meaſure to real beings, this linn was conſi- 

d dered as the habitation of imaginary ones; and at the entrance into it, 


there was a curious cell or cave, called the Elf's Kirk, where, according 
to the ſuperitition of the times, the imaginary inhabitants of the linn 


ſtone-quarry, has lately been demoliſhed, for the purpoſe of building 
ir houſes, and from being the abode of elves, has been converted into habi- 


tkeir perſecators, found an excellent hiding place in Crichup Linn; and 


having been the retreat of a ſhoemaker in thoſe times, has ever ſince 
born the name of the Sutor's Seat. Nothing can be more ſtriking than 


upon which the ſun never ſhines; the ragged rocks, riſing over one's 
head, and leeming to meet at the top, with here and there a blaſted tree, 
burſting from the crevices : the rumbling of the water falling from rock 
: to rock, and forming deep pools; together with ſome degree of danger 

to the ſpectator, whilſt he ſurveys the ſtriking objects that preſent them. 
ſelves to his view; all naturally tend to work upon the imagination. 
Hence many fabulous ſtories are told, and perhaps were once beliey ed. 
"Mcerning this curious linn. 


$ 


bas. in the courſe of ages, hollowed out to itſelf a ſtrait paſſage | 
through a hill of red free ſtone, forming what in Scotland is 


tom, 18 upwards of 100 feet; and though 20 deep, it is yet ſo - 
ſfrait at the top, that one might eaſily leap acroſs it, were 
it not for the tremendous proſpect below, and the noiſe 


were ſuppoſed to hold their meetings. This cave proving a god free- 


tations for men. In the times of perſecution, the religious flying from 


there 1 is a ſeat, in form of a chair, cut out by nature in the rock, = | 


the appearance of this linn from its bottom. The darkneſs of the place, 
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tion, date, coats of arms, ornaments or figures, that can ley 
to any probable conjecture, as to the time of its beit 
built. But from the ſtyle of building, it is ſuppoſed to hy 
about 800 years old. A particular deſcription and dray 
ing of this caſtle, together with an account of the ancien 
and preſent families poſſeſſing it, may be ſeen in Mr Groſs 
Antiquities of Scotland. Upon the farm of Kirkpatrid 
in this pariſh, there are the remains of an old chapel al 
burying ground; and upon the farm of Auchencain 
there are the remains of an old vaulted building. Buty 
traditionary account with reſpe& to either of theſe, hs 
been tranſmitted down to the preſent age. There ar 
likewiſe, in different parts of the pariſh, ſeveral large cam 
ol ſtones heaped together. But neither f is there any trab 

| tion with reſpect to them. C 


ak and Mineral N ls. —The calle of Cloſcbura 1 wy 

ſurrounded by a foſſe, which was connected with a lochd 
nearly a quarter of a mile in length. In this loch, ther 
was a remarkable agitation in the year 1756, of which u 
account is given in the Philoſophical Tranſactions of thi 
year. At a ſmall diſtance from the caſtle of Cloſebum 
there is a mineral well, which was once of conſiderable u. 
pute. Its water is ſulphureous, and has often been of fer 
vice in ſcrofulous caſes. There is another of the fane 
kind in the Duke of Queenſberry's lands of Lockerben; 
and there is another mineral well of a different kind 
known by the name of the Town Cleugh Well. It » 
pretty ſtrongly impregnated with iron, and its name point 
out its fituation. The Cleugh, where it 1s, is called the 
Town Cleugh, from its vicinity to a ſmall village calle 
Cloſeburn Town, of which the only remains now ate“ 


part of the Croſs, which is not yet totally deſtroyed. 
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Reads and Britt ene improvements have 


been made upon the roads in this pariſh, The great turn- 


pike road in particular, from Dumfries, to Glaſgow and 


Ayr, which goes through this pariſh, does much credit to 
the judgment of the gentlemen who marked out the direc- 


tion of it; Upon this road, there i is a comfortable inn at 
Brownhill, in this pariſh, which divides the way pretty 
equally between Dumfries and Sanquhar, and at which 
travellers may expect to be treated with every civility. 


The pariſh is alſo well ſupplied with bridges over every 


little brook ; where a bridge is at all needed, an arch is | 


thrown, and the communication of one part of the pariſh 
with IE; by this means, rendered cy” at all times. 


Cooder of the 8 ſo populous a Sas, it is 
impoſſible but that there muſt now and then be a few diſ- 
orderly perſons. But it would be very unfair to judge of 


the general character of the people from the conduct of a 
few individuals, or from a few irregularities committed in 


the intemperate uſe of whiſky. Within the memory of 
man, no inhabitant of this pariſh has ever been guilty of 
ſuicide; none has ever ſuffered death by the hand of the 
executioner ; none has ever been bamiſhed from his coun- 


try; none has ever been ſo much as tried for murder, 
theft, or any capital crime. They are upon the whole a 


quiet, ſober, honeſt, and induſtrious people. The farmers 


in particular are a very decent ſet of men, attentive to 


their buſineſs, juſt in their dealings, civil and obliging in 


their manners. 
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4 2 THE pariſh of Kirkpatrick- Fleming, comprehending TR 
in its preſent ſtate the united pariſhes of Kirkconnel, 


Extent, Name, Surface, Plantations, Ge. 


1 or zoo 
Irving, and Kirk patrick. Fleeming, (annexed ſome time be- + 

fore the Ref 55 
e Reformation), extends in length from the nortl- 5 

ern to its ſouthern extremity, about 6 miles; but the dil * Kit 

tance between the E. and W. boundaries, in different pars Connell 

| | En 5 EL | 4 4 tury, to 

whom, 

ſecrated 

*The Statiſtical 3 of this pariſh is made up, partly from le deing tl 

papers tranſmitted by the Rev. Mr Monilaws, and partly from addir former 1 

tional information ſupplied by another gentleman, whoſe name was not country 

communicated; but whoſe accuracy, it has been aſſured, from reſpectabl dare 8⁰ 


authority, may be relied upon. 


0 the pariſh vary ing exceedingly , the mean 1 will. 
not exceed 3 miles, containing in all about . go00 Scots 


acres. Its form is nearly an oblong ſquare, but very irre- 


gular, particularly towards the W. and S. corners, where _ 
it is bounded by Dornock and Gretna. The origin of the 


name Kirkpatrick is obvious; being a cell or church, 
dedicated to St Patrick, who, though a native of Scotland, 


became the tutelary ſaint of Ireland, and whoſe memory, : | 
the piety and reverence of his countrymen, ſeem to have 


honoured with the conſecration of ſeveral churches “. 


The appearance of the country in this diſtrict, which 


cently riſes from the S. towards the N. by a gradual ſuc- 


ceſſion of waving ſwells, preſents at the ſame time no un- 


pleaſing variety, and a moſt ſtriking contraſt. In ſeveral 


parts, the lands are in a high ſtate of cultivation, encloſed by 
and ſheltered with natural woods and plantations ; while . 
here and there large tracts of uncultivated ground, ſtill re- 


tuning its original heath, meet the eye. Excepting the 


moſſes, however, of which there are ſeveral tracts of very 


confiderable extent in the pariſh, few parts are ſo exceed- 
ingly coarſe and wild, as in the courſe of the preſent in- 


creaſing ſpirit of improvement, not to afford the pleaſing 


hopes of gradually diſappearing to a certain degree.—Of 
woods and plantations, there may be, at an average, 290 


or 300 acres, One natural wood, belonging to Mr Irving 


Vor. XIII. 11 of 


yg * Kirkeannell, in like manner, * to Jana. taken its name from 
Connell, a Scots faint, who flouriſhed in the beginning of the 7th cen- 
tury, to whom doubtleſs the church was originally dedicated; or by 
whom, there is ſome reaſon to think, it might have been ſettled and con- 
ſecrated. The origin of Fleeming and Irving is likewiſe evident; theſe 


deing the names of two very ancient and reſpectable families, who in 


heme: times eajoyed large and conſiderable poſſeſſions in this part of. the 
country, and whoſe conſequence ſeems, for the fake of diſtinction, to 
dare given name e ach to its reſpective pariſh. 
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| of Cove, upon the banks of Kirtle, of about 40 or 45 
acres, and conſiſting in general of oak, has been twice cut 
within the ſpace of 53 years; and beſides many occaſional 
advantages ariſing from weedings of ſmall wood, at differ. 
ent times, left the proprietor near L. 600. Upon the eſtate of 


Hpringkell, lying within this pariſh, there are many thri. 


ving ſtrips, clumps, &c. conſiſting of Scots, ſpruce, ſilvet, 
and balm of Gilead firs, larix, oak, aſh, birch, and vs. 
rious other barren timber: Not leſs than 150 acres of theſe 
have been planted by the preſent Sir William Maxwell fince 
1761. Upon the eſtates of Moſsknow, Allerbeck and 
Langſhaw, are upwards of 50 acres of thriving clumps, 
ſtrips, &c. which do honour to the judgment and taſte 
of the ſeveral proprietors, and have rendered a place of the 
E country, formerly bare and bleak, one e of the mor plealan 
ſpots 1 in OOO + N 


Soil —The ſoil varies 3 3. and coll which aps 
| pear in other reſpects much the ſame, become more or lek 
valuable from the bottoms upon which they lie. 
parts, it conſiſts of a ſtrong red earth, with a large mixture 
of ſand, to a conſiderable depth; which, when lying upon 

a gravelly bottom, as is generally the caſe along the ſide 
of the river, is deſęrvedly eſteemed land of the firſt quali- 
ty ; and when under proper culture, and good management, 
produces the moſt juxuriant crops of every kind. A ſoil 
nearly the ſame, but more ſhallow, is frequently to be met 


with, upon a bottom inclining to clay and gravel, which, 


though land of an inferior quality, is perhaps to the far- 
mer equally valuable as the farmer; though leſs capable 
of producing crops of wheat, it is eafier cultivated and 
managed, and generally yields crops of every other kind, 
in equal abundance. The ſame kind of earth, with a ver 


dal mixture of ſand, — makes its appearancy 
NR upon 
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upon a firong brick ay bottom, duly cold, and 4. 5 
moſt impenetrable by water. Where this is the caſe, the 
ſoil is wettiſh, requires a ſtronger culture, and 1s alw ays 
later, and more dependent upon the ſeaſons. The crops 
leaſt liable to diſappoint the expectations of the huſband- 
man upon this ſoil, are oats and graſs. A ſecond kind of 
ſoil, conſiſting of a whitiſh clay, from 12 to 20 inches 
deep, in ſome parts rich and loamy, and ſometimes mixed 
with a little moſs, forms a great part of the pariſh. This 
foil being almoſt conſtantly upon the clayey bottom, is 
wettiſh and uncertain. When, however, excited by lime : 
and other ſtimulating manures, it generally produces oats 
and graſs in abundance. Moſt of the lands lately broken 
up, and thoſe ſtill remaining in a natural ſtate, will, in the 


courſe of i improvement, become of this complexion, | The 


preſent ſurface, which, to the deepneſs of 10 or 12 inches, 
inclines to moſs, and which ſeems to have been formed, 
from the putrefaction of coarſe vegetables, which have 
from time to time ſprung on its ſurface, experience 
proves, will diſappear in the courſe of 15 years; or even 
in a period much ſhorter than this, by repeatedly fallow- 


ing. The value of moor for paſture may, at an average, 


be called 3 8. a acre; that of arable land, from 5 s. to L. , 
108. . 


Aprieature—The ct ade of 1 Pe AY which 
formerly prevailed all over this country, begins now gra- 
dually to diſappear, and a more extenſive and liberal ſyſtem 


of agriculture has been adopted. The intelligent farmer is 


now fully convinced, that a well choſen rotation of crops, and 
regular ceſſation from tillage, by laying his fields out un- 
der graſs, are of the utmoſt importance in huſbandry. 
With a view to render this more general, the chief he- 
ritors in this —. have Preſeribed i in leaſe a particular 5 


mode 
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mode of rotation, which certainly hath not been withon 
effect. The following rotation of crops is moſt generally 
purſued. The ſummer, previous to breaking up the 
ground, or if convenient, an year earlier, 25, or if the 
bottom is cold and clayey, 30 Carlifle buſhels of ſhell-lime 
are laid upon each acre. After this preparation, the 1f 
_ crop is oats, which never fail to be exceedingly lux. 
uriant ; and a 2d, equally ſtrong, might be expected; but, 
in this caſe, the ground would be much impoveriſhed, and 
5 require its ſtrength to be recruited for a barley crop in the 
za year, with a ſtrong manure of dung, which every good 
farmer will ſtudy to manage with the greateſt economy, 

After a ſlight preparation with a little dung, barley is ſown 
the 2d year; the following crop is oats; and the 4th year 
it is in potatoes, turnips, and fallow. The 5th year 15 


5 barley, with which it is ſown down in grafs-ſeeds. A dif. 


ferent mode of rotation, fometimes is to defer liming until 
after 2 crops of oats, 

yields a potato crop, and receives the ſame quantity of 
lime as before mentioned. The qth crop is wheat, and 
the following barley, with which it is ſown down with 
graſs ſeeds. It lies in graſs at leaſt three years; and du- 
ring the 2 firſt years, the iſt crop each year is generally 
cut. To cut it a zd year, or even twice in 1 year, 15 
deemed extremely prejudicial to the land. By the latter, 
the farmer is certainly more reſtricted, on account of his 
wheat crop, which requires the liming immediately to 
precede it. In this reſpect, the former has the advantage, 
as he not only reaps the benefit of the lime during the whole 
time his land is in crop, but enjoys this further advan- 
tage, that he can lime 2 or 3 years previous to the break 
ing up of his ground, which greatly increaſes the quan- 
tity of graſs produced, and is by experience found to 
be in no degree detrimental to the following crops. 
| | There 
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There being no mar! in this diſtrict, the manures chiefly 
made uſe of for meliorating the foil, and raifing crops, are 
lime, and the dung collected upon the different farms. Lit- 
fe attention has hitherto been paid to the melioration and 


improvement of paſture- grounds by manpres, and it is : 


only till within theſe few years that any attempts to raiſe 
crops of graſs this way have been made; from the ſucceſs 


with which theſe attempts have already been rewarded, it : 
is to be hoped, that they will in future be frequently 1 ee 


peated. The manures ufed for this purpoſe, are, aſhes, 
lime, and a compoſition of earth and lime; which laſt, 


when properly mixed and compounded, forms a very rich 


manure ; and being ſpread plentifully upon the ſurface, 


never fails to be followed. ſucceſſively with 2, and ſome- 


times 3 very rich and luxuriant crops of graſs. | 


The crops to which moſt attention 18 paid i in this pa- 
riſh, and which indeed moſt liberally reward the toils of 
the huſbandman, are oats, barley, and potatoes. Of theſe, 


oats are the moſt general, and perhaps, upon the whole, 


the moſt valuable crop; a very confiderable part of peo- g 


ples food depending on this grain. Vet notwithſtanding 


what is exhauſted this way, and in feeding horſes, a large 
quantity is annually furniſned for the market. The great 


diflerence between the average produce, and that of the 


beſt, is owing to the large quantity of land, not only : 
coarſe, but in bad heart, which is annually ſown with this 
grain. Barley may be conſidered, in a great meaſure, an 
article for the market, though no inconſiderable quantity of 
it too, is ſometimes manufactured into a flour, of which a 
bread is made abundantly pleaſant, and eſteemed exceed- 


ingly healthful. The potato crop, though in a leſs ſen- 


ible manner, with equal certainty, repays the labours of 
the huſpandman. As an article of food, potatoes are of | 
"unite value in his family, and for feeding horſes and 
| COWS, 
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cows, and rearing young cattle, they are perhaps ſurpafſed 
by nothing. A great number of ſwine, which have for ma. 


ny years in this place been deemed a very lucrative branch 


of rural attention, is annually fed in this pariſh. Wheat 
and peaſe are not much ſown, though the former generally 


anſwers well, being never ſown but when the land is in 


high cultivation. The latter 1s rather an uncertain crop, 
and depends much on the ſeaſon, Turnip are here a very 
precarious crop, and ſeldom compenſate the trouble, ex. 
penſe, and labour of raifing. The real produce and ſtate of 
cultivation, will be beſt communicated to the Public 1 in the 
form of the * Table, next page. 
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| o. of Acres | Theacre. | Produce, 5 1 3 value. | 5 | Total value of 
Crops, ſunder each. Beſt, | Average. 5 Total. The Buſhel. The a+ -- produce. 
%%% -: 13750 1. L. 4125 © © 
JJ - 264-2340 7-0-9 1053 0 0 
i 1 N 176 8 0 
26 ; in ˖· 386 9 8 
- r 16, 492 
Potatoes, . $6 480% 8 8 675 5 0 
— %, STC att os. 8 0 | 162 „„ 
Straw, wy JJ / / 2030.x5; 6] 
| I Brower. | e, Stone. The en,, PP SY 
Natural Graſs, 368 292 | 120 44, 160 L. 6-0 :4 2:2 90-5436 0-0 
Sown Graſs | 200 | 200 170 ane, e ee. 850 0 9 
5 | TT 1 - „ 8 £5 mma; 15 1 TS + — _ 2616 15 0 
Paſturage of 8 Belt — 3 Inferior. | 95 e „„ | 5 Total. 


255 


Oats, 
Barley, 
Wheat, 
Peaſe, - 


I > w | 
— 


40 

0 2 
O O 0O 
O O0 


0 
2 

ER 
O O 
O O 


O 
0 


„ 


of Kir en TP 


Draught Horſes, | 255 | L. 3: 0 
Young Horſes, . e 
— an 2 
Inferior Cattle, „„ 0 
Sheep, - »-4- 426 3 


| 6's oO O 0 
00600] 


& 0.0-0 1 


„ 
. 
— 
Lad [em — — 
1 


ed 
2 
ch 
at 
ly 
in 
D, 
5 
X; 
of 
le 


Statiſtical Account 


The above table, though containing a pretty accurate 
ſtatement of the extent of the preſent cultivation and pro. 


duce of the pariſh, muſt by no means be regarded as a faq. 


3 


dard for future years, as annually large fields of land ar 


9 tak ing in, and that which hath already been in tillage, i 
9 ritng into * degrees of cultivation. 5 


Stock —The rene? of dock kept in this aiftria, h Z 


ly ſmall in proportion to its extent, owing to the large 
quantity of moſs, and the little attention which hath li 
therto been paid to the improvement of paſture- -grounds 
There is reaſon, however, to hope, that more atten- 
tion will, , in future, be turned to this object, which 
doubtleſs would be an eſſential benefit to the public 

and could not fail liberally to repay both the proprietor 
and tenant. 


The black cattle, excepting the cows kept 
by one of the principal heritors, and a few others, are 


moſtly of the Galloway breed. They are eſteemed more 
hardy and firm, agree better with the paſture, and in ge- 
neral find a mare ready market. 
number of work-horſes neue ta in this rin n 


There is a coniiderable 
many of which 


| are 
| Note for Page 255. | 
* The only BATES Nie now uſed in the pariſh of Kirkpatrick: Fleming 

and over the greateſt part of Annandale, is the Carliſle peck, 4 of w kich 
make a Carlifle buſhel, A quart, adjuſted by the ſtandard meaſure, kept 
at Carliſle, being à cylinder of 36 inches diameter, and 6 inches deep, 
contains 64.152 cubic inches; therefore the gallon contains 256.698; 

and 6 of theſe gallons being the Carlifle peck, it contains 1529.648 inch. 
es, which is a ſmall fraction more than 14 Scots pints 3. mutc hkins, or 
is decinfally 14.8% Scots pints ; and 4 of thoſe Carliſle necks being 3 
Carliſle buſhel, one third of the ſaid buſhel is leſs than a Wincheſter buſhel 
by 97.56 inches, or nearly 3 mutchkins, 3 gills Scots, The Scots pint here 


referred to, contains 10 342. 


In grain of all kinds, fleek or even meaſure is uſed; but in lime mea- 
ſure, the peck 15 heaped; and in potato meaſure, generally 8 pecks, 
of ſleek or even meaſure are allowed to the buſhel, and this meaſure l 


- zabant in the foregoing Table. 
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are bende and W while, on "ah 4 hand, a very 
conſiderable part 1s ſmall and of low value. Beſides 


f work-horles, a great number of young are likewiſe kept, 
' and about 90 foals are annually bred in the pariſh. Of 


late, conſiderable attention has been paid both to the breed 
of horſes and black cattle, formerly too much neglected. 

There are only a few ſheep 7 893 in this pariſh, and theſe 
are chiefly of the 3 breed. | 


p nt 3 | Bos Vulued at each. 5 oe —.— 
vl LO TE V | * Teta. 
0 5 Number : Beſt. 4 nfirio. | 4 verage, 5 ED 
Or Dranghit agar 1 I. 23 © 12 7 . 23 0 OL. 3315 © 
pt —. Oo i: LV 6 Wn 3 
| nage ditto, | 15 | 69 o © 25 0 „„ %%ͤ;õũ” è U! -D-:© - 
re -Young ditto, 15 1 . 6 G 9 945 0 0 
de Cow. 51 99 ] 3 o &- 4 15 J 2949 15 0 
Inferior Cattle, | 862 „ 5 a M 3 27t5 o 
e- Sheep: - | 426 2-25 01-0" 75. 70] 4:0 0]: 4n60:.65-0:-. 
1 Seine. 30 5 of 2 > of 2 15 of $38 15 0 
Fu „ e . lrotal value ef Oe K 1 11,864 10 0 
le | 
A and Imports —Though far diſtant How the ut- 
? moſt extent of improvement at which it is capable of ar- 
n 


riving, this pariſh, beſides maintaining its own inhabitants, 
makes very conſiderable exports ; conſiſting of the follow- 
ing articles, and to the following amount, as nearly as can 


. be aſcertained. The articles imported into the pariſh, are, 

5 iron, coals, earthen and ſtone ware, liquors, and all other 
a goods retailed by the ſhopkeepers, of which neither the 
re Value nor quantity can be preciſely determined. - 
5 

85 

15 
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TABLE or EXPORTS. fe 
der 
Articles ex. Quantity in ß are « 
Crops. 0 - per Busen Total. 8 * : 1 
Barley, - - | 1299 ＋ gf. 540 ) abi 
TTC | 
Wheat, - 1-270 1 016 , 136-0 ALL % 6 4 neſs 
Peaſe, - - HY +: © 19.9 1 8. u 
: wy Numbers | ES 989 9 40 dem 
Stock. e r | 
Draught horſes,) 99 L. 13 0 . 325 5 8 ) com 
Young horſes, | 40 g 3 f. | 
Cows, - - 01 4456.70 3356 10:4” yeal 
Inferior cows, | 30 3 g 90-6: of _ 
Inferior cattle, 187 3 31 % ˙ 2:0 pL. 2526 18 0 bee! 
Sheep, | 142 e 148-0 | | feve 
% F350 2 15 of 687 10 © [ 
| | | . othe 
F'r Riu. „ 30 21 
of each 8 11 1 005 
N . FFF - PR ns the 
Der, 4 155 L. 10 0. 225 0 0 CL. 307 © 0 lie 
Cheeſe, - - |Cwts. 32 | 1 8 : 42 0 g. L. 3813 1 0 Tot EE, 
Eggs in dozens, | 3200 [ 0 3 42 0 J value of exports, CcIrc 
ſeld 
pure 
Milts and 3 are 2 mills, one in each pe the 
riſh. The tenants upon each eſtate were formerly reſirid- all t 
ed to their reſpective mills, at a very high multure, 2 gree 
mounting in ſome caſes to nearly a tenth part of all the and 
grain carried to the mill, and what is ſomewhat extraor- and 
dinary, the tenant was obliged to pay a very conſiderable to b 
tax for all the grain he carried to market, without even the 
the exception of wheat, which neither of the mills were The 
capable of grinding. The proprietor, about 8 years ago, at 
by letting the mill of Kirkconnell to that part of his te- tha 
nantry under aſtriction Tenor relieved them of this gric wh 


Vance. 


ts. 
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vance. The proprietor of Kirkpatrick mill likewils, at 
Whitſunday next, liberates his tenants from all aſtrictions 
of this kind. The other proprietors of this pariſh are un- 


der no grievances of this kind, excepting 2 farms, which 


are aſtricted to the, mill of e 


- 4 and Cloner = he ir is rather moiſt, yet the in- 
habitants are mn general robuſt and healthy, and the open- 


neſs of the country around, and eſpecially to the E. and 
S. may contribute to this very conſiderably. Few epi- 


demical diſtempers have been known in this pariſh ; the 
fmail-pox, which was wont to carry off many, is now be- 


come more favourable, by inoculation, which is every 


yea becoming more general. No malignant fevers have | 
been known for many years paſt; at times, the ſlow nervous 
fever m. akes its appearance, but few or none die of it, who 


other wife enjoy a ſound conſtitution. The rheumatiſm 


is the moſt common complaint; it is pretty general among 
the lower claſs of people, eſpecially when advanced in 
life, and is not unfrequent even among thoſe of better 
circumſtances. The country being open and plain, and 


ſeldom infeſted with fogs, the air, upon the whole, is 


pure and healthful; ſituated at an inconſiderable diſtance from 


the Solway Frith, it enjoys, with reſpect to ſalubrity 


all the advantages, without experiencing, in a high de- 


gree, the thin and nipping chillneſs of a coaſt ſituation; 


and though expoſed to frequent and ſtrong guſts of wind, 
and heavy rains from the W. and S. yet thele do not ſeem 


to be attended with any pernicious effects to the health of 
the inhabitants, many of whom live co an extended age. 
There is one who is go, ard another generally reputed 
at 100. but the moſt extraordinary inizance of lougevity 


that this pariſh can voatt of, was a Thomas Wihart, 
who lived upon the eſtate of Mr Irving of W yelbie ; he 


wat 
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was born in the pariſh of Finglaſſie, upon the 26th of 10 


tember 163 5, and died upon the 19th of December 1759, 


and conſequently lived ſomething more than 124 years: 
he retained the uſe of his faculties to the laſt; had loſt none 
of his teeth; and had the uſe of his fight 1 in ſuch perfection, 
that he could thread a needle with eaſe. Not 2 days be. 


fore his death, he travelled ſix miles upon very uneven 
RM ground; none ever heard him complain of his infirmity, 


but he frequently expreſſed much regret at funerals ; en- 


vying the deceaſed, he was wont to ſay, every hotly can 
die but me.” There lives a woman at preſent in this pa. 


Tiſh, aged 96, who enjoys a conſiderable degree of health, 
| 5 able to o walk about, and: at times to work a little. 5 


. ee to Dr Webſter" 8 report, the | 
number of ſouls then was 1147. The population of this 
diſtrict at any former period cannot be preciſely aſcer- 
| tained, there being no parochial regiſter, the accuracy of | 
It muſt, however, upon 
though by no 
means in ſo high a proportion, as the preſent ſtate of po- 
pulation and health of the people might have led one to 
expect. This is owing to the greater number of emigrants, 
than the influx of ſtrangers, and chiefly to the decay of 2 
mall villages, which about 20 years ago contained each 
upward of 100 inhabitants, and which at preſent do not 
As no manufacture is carried on 
in this pariſh, the increaſe of population muſt be chiefly | 
: Many ot 
the farms being formerly large, have, by the reſpective 
- proprietors, been divided into 2, 3, and ſome even into 
more; and ſome farms have alſo been taken in from 
moors. and gommons, which were lately divided. The 


which can be depended upon. 
the whole, have confiderably increaſed, 


contain both above 45. 


owing to the increaſing ſpirit of agriculture. 
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blowing is the preſent date of population, as taken 10 | 
September laſt, with every degree of accuracy. 


Families, N 319 

Married perſons, 436 
Twins born within 10 
„ ͤ 
Paenle, 16 


Unmarried women, a2 


bove 45, 8 „ 

| Widowers, OED, - 18 
„„ Tx: 
Annual average of births = 
for 7 years, = 1 40 
of deaths, ditto, 21 r 


of mu ringes, | 


of ſettlers for 
10 years, . 13 


- of emigrants, 


ditto, 0 3 17 
Axerage of children from 


each marriage, | > 


 Clergyman, - 


* The differe- ce between the males and the females in this pariſh —_ 


ſtrike che moſt inattentive obſerver. 


This difference muſt be accounted 


for chiefly from the longevity of the female, who on account of her do- 
meſtie ſituation and manner of life, being leſs expoſed to irregularity and 
accidents, may be faid to enjoy a greater certainty of life than the male. 
This opinion is confirmed by the ſtriking difference ere, widowers 
and widows. A greater number of the males likewiſe emigrate. In the 
annual average of births for the laſt 7 years, the males are to the females 


in the proportion ot 20 to 195, 


It 


I þ 
2 
6 
$ 
< 
A 4 
1 7 
Y y 

4,8 
, "7 
1 3 

* * » 
by, 
T4: 
"+260 
Ya 
5. 
. &Y 
: 4 
d * 
A 
4 
FR 
by 
4 

1 1 

[3 . 

7% 
3 vr 
$ 

T "IM 
E. 8 

of 
Ko 
5 * 

— * 

* \ * 

4 * 
# * 
1 
4 4 
bi F. 
1,50. 

+ 1 

. 

. 1 : 
3 
4 k 
= 

1 
1 
* 
. 
1 
be 
. q 
143 4 
3 v4 
1 
= 
* 
* 

* 2 
_— 

_— 
of 1 

89 

\ 5 
Ox. 
£0 - 

8 

WM 
4 * 
1 * 

2 

5 
1 
Es 
" Fs 

4 

1 

3 
"DJ 4 
ta 
= 

1 4 

WL. 

© $8 
1 
8 3 
% 
—— 3 
_ 
3 
= 
5 
+ . 
3 
"= 
* 
Y 
$ 
＋ 
1 
* ; 
- 
0 1 
ke 

A * L 

4H * 

. N. 

74 

3 by 
2 
n * 
=. I 
— 
iy . 
+33 
* — 
0 * 
* U 
_ 
1 
4 9 
* . fy 
22 * 
, ; 
5 = 
, 4 
4 

4 A 2 

" 
> 
{ 
N 
I's 
1 
* 
- 
* 
p 
i 
5 
21 


= 
5 
1 
6 
4 
g 5 
* 
I" 
1 
ES. 
"xs 
T! 4 
7 
$ j 
1 + + 1 
FB 
hed * 1 
: ” * , 
4 PS. 
* * 
1 
VY a2 
bY 
£ 8 
bs 4 
_ 55 
1 
5 
Ka 
5 
K A 4 
7 » ! cz 
N 17 
4 55 
2 mw 


A 3 » " IT 4 = 2 - 
. e a IL. ef 
©” 4 n Hs y 2 « 


. — 1 2 * js 
0 x y 9 
P 


000 5 Statiſtical Account 


: Clergyman, : 


„„ „ ry 5+ I 

Surgeon, = e, ͤ 
Schoolmaſters 2 Garde ners ; 
Farmers, above L. 50 17 Male farm-ſervants, 6G 
Ditto, under L.5o, 85 Femaleditto, 1 
Shopkeepers, ö; 9 Male domeſtic ſervants, 9 
Smiths, 2: C Female itte F 
Maſons, 21 Perſons ſerving in the 
Carpenter, 18 navy laſt war, 4 
Weser, 36 Ditto in the army, - 1 
Shoemakers, - +  Cloggers ®, , 1 


- Tailors, © - = SS 


Inn 


| It deſerves likewiſe to be remarked, that in aſcertaining the average 
number of children from each marriage, the number was found to be 
greater in Kirkconnell than in Kirkpatrick by x2; the former being s, 
and the latter 6X. Without entering into the phyſical cauſe, this tends 
to ſhow that the increaſe of population is in proportion to the ſtate of 
population in a country, and that it will always be leſs as countries be. 
come more and more populous. Kirkconnell is ſtill conſiderably behind 
- Kirkpatrick in population. e FFV! pe 


＋ A Clogger is a perſon whoſe employment conſiſts in making clogs 
As clogs are an article not generally uſed, and deſerve to be bettet 
known a particular deſcription of them may not be improper. They 
appear, many years ago, to have been introduced from Cumberland, 
and are now very generally uſed over all this part of the count!y, 
in place of coarſe and ſtrong ſhoes. All the upper part n tat 
_clog, comprehending what is called the upper leather and heel-quat- 
ters, is of leather, and made after the ſame manner as thoſe paris 
of the ſhoe which go by the ſame name. The ſole is of wood. It is tirk 
neatly dreſſed into a proper form; then, with a knite made tor the pot 
poſe, the inſide is dreſſed off, and hollowed ſo as eafily to receive the foot. 
Next, with a different kind of inſtrument, a hollow or guttin is run round 
the outſide of the upper part of the ſole, for the reception of the upp? 
leather, which is then nailed with ſwail racks to the ſole, and the clog 


is completed. After this, they are generally ſhod or plated with iron by 
| | | g 
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Inne, Morals, and Charafer.—There are 5 public inns 


or ale-honſes in the pariſh ; and, it is reported, ſtill a 
greater number of tippling-houſes. The multiplication of 
public-houſes, and ſo general uſe of ſpiritous liquors, are 
| juſtly thought to have a pernicious effect upon the morals 
and charaQer of the people. It ought, however, in juſtice 
to be mentioned, that there are, in this pariſh, compara- 

tively ſpeaking, few inſtances of that devotion to the bot- 
tle, of which numerous examples are not wanting around 

us. The people in this diſtrict are, upon the whole, virtu- 
ous, intelligent, ſober, active, induſtrious, regular in their at- 


tendance upon public worſhip, and deſervedly marked for 
their moderation and liberality of ſentiment in religious 
matters. Comparatively few inſtances of fraud and diſho- 
neſty occur to require the interpoſition of the civil judge. 


They are kind and hoſpitable to ſtrangers; benevolent 
without oſtentation; and, when occaſion requires, ready to 
relieve the wretched. Enjoying all of them the neceſſaries, 


and many of them, in a confiderab!: degree, the conve- 


niencies of life, though ambitious of improving, they ſeem 
in general contented and happy in their preſent ſicu⸗ 


ation 3 


Roads, 


x blackſmith, The price of a pair of man's clogs is about 3s. including 
plating, and with the ſize, the price diminiſhes in proportion. A pair 
of clogs, thus plated, will ſerve a labouring man one year; or, if good 


_ fare is taken of them, an year and a half; and at the end of that period, 


by renewing the ſole and plating, they may be repaired ſo as to ſerve an 
year longer, Whether conſidered with reſpe& to the price or utility, 
they are certainly preferable to ſhoes. They keep the feet remarkably 
warm and comfortable, and entirely exclude all damp, and thence are 
thought to contribute highly to the healthineſs of the n part 07 
che — | 
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. ea Rivas The road from Carliſle to > Glatgew, and 
© Edinburgh, by Moffat, runs through the ſouthern part of 
the pariſh ; and, in the weſtern corner, croſſes the road 
from Annan to Edinburgh, by Langholm and Hawick, 
Both theſe roads are of infinite advantage to this pariſh, 

and have contributed highly to its improvement; and the 
former, by opening up a connexion between Carliſle and 
| Glaſgow, hath in an eminent degree promoted the exten. 
ſion of commerce and manufacture. Both roads were ori- 
ginally made, and are {till kept in repair by the profits a. 
riſing from a toll, levied in conſequence of an act of Par. 
liament obtained for that purpoſe. The interior roads in 
the pariſh are made and kept in repair with the ſums ati. 
ſing from the commutation of the ſtatute · labour. But fo 
ſenſible are the tenants upon the eſtate of Springkell, h. 
ing in this and the neighbouring pariſhes, of the advanta- 
ges ariſing from good roads, that independent of the fla. 
tute-labour, which is commuted, they have voluntarily 
ſubſcribed 25 per cent. upon their rents, to be annually lad 
out in making and repairing roads within that eftate; + 
circumſtance which does them infinite honour. The pro- 


prietor himſelf gives 14 per cent. on his rental for the lame 


Purpose is the only river in this pariſh F 
| Stn 


+ Tt takes its riſe in the pariſ of Middlebie ; and Alling 3 tbe 
north corner of Kirkpatrick, divides the two pariſhes, for a ſpace of 
more than 4 miles, and then croſſes the pariſh in a S. E. direction. It 5b 
only a ſmall ſtream, but pure and tranſparent. In it, there are trouts, 
eels, pike, perch, and ſome flounder; but not in ſach. quantities, as to be 
an object worthy of attention. Its banks are in many parts well covered 
with natural woods and plantations, and in its courſe are exhibited much 
beautiful and romantic ſcenery. The burying- ground of Kirkconnell is re. 
markably ſo. It is ſituated in a crook of the river, upon a rich holm ol 
conſiderable extent. On the oppoſite ſide of the river, the banks, which 


are bold and 8 riſe to a conſiderable height, and are all covered 


with 
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ed; Erbosz Rental, ehe Earl of Hoyer, 
and Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, are vice-patrons 


of the pariſh. The living has been augmented within 
theſe 6 months; and excluſive of L. 5 for communion-ele- 
ments, conſiſts of L. 60 in money, and 5 chalders of 
victual, the one half bat meal, the other barley, a glebe of 


54 acres, and 14 acres of moor, which the preſent incum- 


penle. The church was partly rebuilt about 1 5 years ago, 
and is at preſent in a ſtate of complete repair. The manſe 
was repaired in 1785, but is {till very inſufficient both in 


13 years, and hath been kept in very good repair. Two 
circumſtances have concurred to render this ſchool leſs be- 


uus its ſituation, and the frequent change of ſchoolmaſters. 
Being ſituated at one end of the pariſh, it can be ot no ſer- 
vice at all to the inhabitants of the other; and the want 
of a dwelling-houſe, and of a competent ſalary, have 
doubtleſs had an influence upon the frequent change of our 


- lome poor parents labour under, in obtaining education 
for their children, and the pitiful ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter, 
ne in great humanity mortified L. 5 a-year to the ſchool- 


F maſter, for which he is to educate 8 poor children. The 


choolmaſter is alſo ſeſſion clerk, and hath ſome advanta- 


5 pes from ee baptiſms, and the W of certificates. 
* Vol. III. 3: * e The 
e- 


with thriving 3 and e | The river Black Sark, thongh 


here diſtinguiſhed by another name, has its ſource in the ald pariſh of 
Kirkconpell. 


ute its riſe in this pariſh, 


bent has encloſed and improved at a very conſiderable ex- 


the walls and roof. The offices are in pretty good con- 
dition —The parochial ſchool-houſe was built within this 
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neficial to the inhabitants than could have been wiſhed, 


teachers, The ſalary is only 109 merks Scots; the late 
Dr Graham of Moſsknow, conſider ing the difficulty which 


A conſiderable arm of White Sark may likewiſe be laid to 


Statiſtical Account 


The average mamber: of ſcholars for fome years paſt has 
been about 45 There are other ſchools i in the puniſh, bu 
none of them have any fixed ſalary. 


The valuation, rental, and general Gituation of the . 
rin 2 in other reſpects, a are as follows: 


Valued rent in Scats Number at Ca i 292 
money, I. 2700 ———— Ploughs, 105 
1 . - Houſes 1 in 8 
Sterling. | | habited, RP. 313 

Real rent in the year — Ditto un- 
2599S. io T7043 inhabited, 22 
in the year „New hou- = 
RL: 2870 ſes built in 10 years, 57 

| Rents ſpent in tje —— Old pul- 
r 2047 led down, „„ 


Number of carriages, 3 


Poor. —The number of poor in this pariſh is confide- 
rable, and hath for ſome years paſt been increaſing. This 
is owing to the advanced age of the day-labourers, the 
produce of whoſe labours are diminiſhed, while their eri. 
gencies remain the fame, or rather increaſe with the de- 
cay of nature. But the greater number conſiſts of the wi: 
dows of labouring men, who, with their children, are fie. 
quently upon the death of their huſbands, left deſtitute of 
every ſupport and proviſion. The number at preſent upon 
the roll is nearly 30. Of theſe, a part receive regular 
ſupply, and others occafionally, as their exigencies ſeem to 
require. There being no funds for their maintenance, | 
they are ſupported chiefly by the weekly collections made 


in the church, which, with the money levied for the uſe . 
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0 the + niort-oloth, and ſome other perquiites, may amount N 
8 to 8 3 annual 2 
55 - Faſt | 15 F. e is upon one of the proprietor's | 


eſtate, a very conſiderable body of limeſtone of the firſt 
| quality. The tenant, who farms the quarries, is bound 
52 by compact to ſupply the tenants upon the eſtate, at 7d. 
v4 the buſhel ; and for every buſhel fold from the eſtate, 1 d. 
: is paid to the proprietor, the only rent exacted. There 


by 350 There is every reaſon, however, to expect, that the number of poor 
in this pariſh will, in future, gradually deereaſe, with the more exten- 
G2 five operations of a ſociety of a benevolent complexion, which about 7 
years ago, was formed here, under the appellation. of the Brotherly So- 
ciety of Kirkpatrick Fleeming. By this inſtitution, it is intended, in the | 
, days of health and proſperity, to make proviſion for old age, ſickneſs, and 
i infirmity. Societies of this kind muſt have confiderable influence upon the 1 
proſperity and happineſs of a country, and conſequently merit every 
attention and ſupport. By combining the intereſts of individuals, they 
have a tendency to ſtrengthen the ſocial principle, and enlarge the circle _ 
of friendſhip ; while, by the proviſion which is thus made for indigence | 
and poverty, man is prevented from becoming burdenſome to man. 
His wants are ſupplied without hurting the delicacy of nature, or check- 
ing that decent pride and independence of mind, which aaimate mankind | 
to bear with fortitude the hardſhips of the moſt difficult and try- 
ing ſituations, and with patience tv ſtruggle againſt the turbulence and 
impet uoſity of thole evils, with which human life, in every litustion, a- 
bounds, With pleaſure the humble labourer, and uteful artiſan, may 
| reflect, that while he is thus making proviſion for himſeli agauuit the evil 
day, which may ſoon overtake him, the well-carnei fruits of his preſent _ 
labours, now contribute to ſoothe the calamities, and ſoften the miſeries 
of thoſe around him. The plan upon Which the Society proceeds, is 
this: Every member, upon admiſſion, pays 2 8. 6d. and while he con- 
tinues a member, 1 8. 6 d. quarterly, which are added to the ſtock. The 
money thus collected is, according to certain ſtated aud fixed regulations, 
Liſtributed by the ſtewards to ſuch members as are ound proper objects 
of relief. The ſtewards are elected yearly, and reſponſible for their ma- 


agement during their continuance in office. 
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has alfo marble been found upon the ſame 1255 which, 
though only poliſhed in part, had a very beautiful and 
_ variegated appearance. There is ſome appearance of coal 
in this pariſh, and though | hitherto without tuccels, repeat. 
edly attempts have been made to diſcover it. But whe. 
ther really no coal doth here exiſt, or the efforts hither. 
to made, have been too feeble to be ſucceſsful, Temains 
for ſome more effectual attempts to diſcover. _ To 
The pariſh abounds with freeſtone, very different both 
in quality and colour; in that part of the pariſh called 
Kirkconnell, the freeſtone is of a grey colour, Porous, 
but hard and durable; in Kirkpatrick, and eſpecially up- 


on the banks of Kirtle, the freeſtone is of a dark red co 


lour, and in many places ſo hard and fine in the grain, a 
to ſplit into boards 3 quarters of an inch in thickneſs, which 
are uſed as a ſlate for covering houſes. But the princips| 
freeſtone here is found upon the eſtate of Cove; RW 
nearly of a white colour, admits of a fine poliſh, and i 15 
very durable. It is applied in all the neighbouring pa- 
riſhes, for flagging houſes, for ſtairs, pillars, tomb-ſtones, 
Oc. for many years paſt; at an average, not leſs than 
125 tons of it dreſſed into flags, have been ſhipped for 
Ireland, and 60 tons have been conſumed in the country 
annually. Blocks of ſtone have been raiſed in this quarry, 
which meaſured 34 cubic feet, and conſiderably above two 


tons in weight. The quarry was rented at L. 11 a- year, 


but is now out of leaſe.— The fuel chiefly uſed by the he- 

ritors who refide in this pariſh is coal, which is generally 
carried from the Duke of Bucclengh's collieries, in the 
pariſh of Cannobie. Owing to the ſcarcity there at times, 


on account of the increaſing demand of late years, and 
' miſerable management which for ſome years theſe collie- 
ries have been under, many are obliged to carry their coal 


from Tindal F ell in LEMberiang, _— an inferior coal, 
| and 
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and nearly twice the diſtance. From the ſpirited efforts, 
however, which are now making for the better manage- _ 
ment of theſe works, there is every reaſon to expect, that, 


in future, the country will be better ſupplie d. Peats, with 5 
which this pariſh is remarkably well ſupplied, form the 


chief fuel of thoſe of inferior rank. They will, however, 


he leſs uſed, and their value conſequently decline, as coal 


E-: 


becomes more plentiful, and is more eaſily obtained; this 


latter being eſteemed not only a enn but upon the : 


whole, a cheaper fuel. 


Springs —This pariſh 1 is not only remarkably well wa- 


tered by burns and rivulets, but alſo by a number of pure 


ſprings of the fineſt qualities. : In particular, there is a 


very remarkable one, about a quarter of a mile from the 


manſion houſe of Springkell, which Mr Pennant in 1772 _ 
ſaid was the largeſt ſpring he had ever ſeen, excepting the 


famous ſpring at Holywell in Flintſhire. Of itſelf, wich- 
out any additional ſupply, it moves the mill of Kirkcon- 


nell. There are four mineral ſprings in this pariſh, of 


which three are nearly of the ſame nature and e, 


lifering only 3 in power *, 


Heritors, 


Although not hitherto generally known, they have, from time im- 


wemorial. been frequented by the neighbourhood, and juſtly celebrated 


for their medicinal virtues. The firſt is in the pariſh of Kirkconnell, and | 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Branteth Well. It is a ſtrong ſulphureous 
water, and which is moſt remarkable, is fituated in a moſs of very conſi- 


lerable exient, and which as the well 1s many yards deep, which can» 
not ail mich to diminith the ſtrength of its ſulphureous quality, parti- 
cularly in wet ſeaſons. Notwithſtanding the diſad vantage of ſituation, 
it is ound in a dry ſeaſon, or in a very hard froſt, to be ſtronger than 
loffat well. A chymical analyſis was ſome years ago made of it by a 
medical gentleman ; the reſult of whoſe Experiments tended to confirm, 
X 1 that 
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| Heritors, t9c.— There are 14 heritors, 7 of whom re. 
fide. The manſion-houſe of Springkell ſtands in the Das 
riſh of Kirkconnell, and is ſituated about 200 or 300 yard 
to the eaſtward of the place where the old manſion- houſt 
and town of Kirkconnell ſtood. It was erected in 1730 
and is a genteel and well executed building. There are i 
the neighbourhood of Springkell, woods and plantation 
of confiderable e we in a very thriving condition, 


wich 


that it poſſeſſes a larger quantity of ſulphur than the . ſpring a 
Moffat. Some of the ingredients, contained in the Moffat water, were 
indeed found to exiſt in ſmaller quantities in this; but theſe he contider 
ed rather jnjurious to the health of the patient. Its ſmell is highly ſulphu 
reous, and is by the people in the neighbourhood compared to that of rotie 
eggs, or the waſhings of a foul gun. It is uſed with great ſuccels in ſciv 
fulous and ſcorbutic caſes; and frequently, as a wah, in healing ulceron 
and cutaneous eruptions. It is light and diuretic, and fo remarkably w- 
latile, that it can ſcarcely be preſerved in perfection over one night. [tis 
drunk in the higheſt perfection at the fountain, about ſun- riſing, or in the 
duſk of the evening. The other three mineral ſprings are all of the ch 
lybeate kind, and differ not conſiderably from each other, with reſpect to 
the qualities of their waters. Of theſe, one known by the name of tir 
_ Highmoor-well, doubtleſs poſſeſſing leſs of the chalybeate quality, ani 
which likewiſe appears to be impregnated with a ſubſtance which tit 
others do not poſſeſs, hath been ſucceſsfully uſed for creating appetit, 
and promoting digeſtion, for bilious and other complaints of the fte 
mach, It is ſituated in the vicinity of a large body of limeſtone; bu 
whether it is affected in any degree by that foſſil, remains yet to be aF 
certained. The ſecond of this kind. diſtinguiſhed by the name of Char 
ley's well, upon the farm of Goukhall; and the third, by that of Wylbi 
well, are purely of the ſame nature and qualities, and ſaid to poſſels al 
the power and medicinal virtues of the celebrated Hartwell Spaw a 
Moffat. Of theſe, the two fixit are in the pariſh of Kirkconnell; the lat! 
ter is in Kirkpatrick, upon the eſtate of Wyſbie. The ſtones about the 
edges of the Wyſbie well are completely coated with an ochre or 
iron ore. Recourſe is had to it in ſtomachic complaints aud debt 


lities. A few years ago, in the time of a great drought, a farmer, whole Þ 


_ cattle were ſeized with the red water, drove them to this well by tie 
uſe of which they were all cured. 


which h 
the pref 
conſider 
of the o 
30 year: 
tioned t 
6 garde! 
and cult 
the ſma 
ſome ye 
well. 
from th 

The 


3 in th 


Anti 


this pa: 


ſrequen 
tion ha 
ings, v 
played 
be com 
The fa 
diſtingt 
ine, at 
tory m 
ſpirit a 
the 14 
by the 
Engliſ 
tower, 
ward's 


liſh ar; 


oe Kirkpatrick-Fleening. 271 


ich] have been moſtly planted Gries - the year 4366 by 
the preſent proprietor, who hath alſo made ſeveral other 


confiderable improvements. The manſion- houſes of moſt 


of the other reſiding heritors have been built within theſe 


39 years, are well executed, and in every reſpect propor- 
ned to their reſpecti ve eſtates and fortunes. There are 


6 gardens in this pariſh, which, according to their ſtyle. 


and cultivation, yield apples, pears, cherries, plumbs, and 
the ſmaller garden- fruits 1n abundance. A hot-houſe was 5 
ſome years ago erected, which hath ſucceeded remarkably 
well, Of the money ſpent in the pariſh, the idea! 1s taken 


from the rental of reſiding heritors. 


The prices of labour and proviſions are 1 the "To ; 


s in the neighbouring pariſhes of Dornock and Gretna. 


Antiquities—As may be expected from its ſituation, 
this pariſh ſtill exhibits marks of baving, in former times, 
ſrequently been the ſcene of action. Of this kind, an ac- 
tion happened in this pariſh, in the family of the Fleem- 


ings, which on account of the bravery and courage diſ- 
played by this determined and reſolute band, may juſtly 
be compared with the moſt illuſtrious actions of antiquity. 
The family of the Fleemings, who ſeem to have been more 


diſtinguiſhed for their gallant defence of their native con- 


ine, and nobly repelling a foreign foe, than that depreda- 
tory manner of life, which in theſe times was ſtyled the 
ſpirit and joy of the borders, in the 13th and beginning of 
the 14th centuries, poſſeſſed certain lands in this pariſh, 
by the tenure of defending them at all times againſt the 
Engliſh. Their chief ſeat and caſtle was at Redhall, This 
tower, towards the concluſion of Baliol's reign, in one of Ed. 


ward's incurſions into Scotland, was attacked by an Eng- 


# army, againſt which i held out three days, though oc- 


cupied 
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cupied only by 30 of theſe brave Fleemings, who defeng. 
ed it to the laſt extremity, and who rather than ſuryiy, 
its deſtiny, or live to ſee their habitation in the hands of 
the Engliſh, choſe all to expire in the flames *. 


Abou 


* No veſtige of this tower now remains, only the place where it for- 
merly ſtood is pointed out. It was entirely demoliſhed in the beginning 
of the preſent century. Two other towers, at a moderate diſtance, and 
both within view, are ſaid likewiſe to have belonged to the Fleemings, 
Of theſe, the one at Holmhead, in this pariſh, was only demoliſhed a. 
bout 30 years ago. The other at Stonehouſe, Earl NManstield's property, 
is partly ſtanding ; and though at preſent comprehended within he l. 
mits of Gretna pariſh; yet, from its ſtanding directly upon the border, 
there is the greateſt reaſon to think, that it likewiſe, in ancient times, 
formed a part of the parith of Kirkpatrick-Fleeming Upon an eminence, 
- about the diſtance of three quarters of a mile eaſtward of Redhall, there 
15 the veſtige of an old camp or fortification. Some are of opinion, that 
| this was formerly a Roman camp; but this opinion is contradicted, buth 
by the form of the camp and manner of its fortification. Indeed, if uſed 
by the Romans at all. it muſt have been only as their ſimple caſtra, and 
a reſting place for refreſhing the troops, upon their march between the 
ſtations of Netherbie and Middlebie. It is moſt probable, that this was 
the camp occupied by the Engliſh army, which attacked the tower of 
Redhall. Upon an eminence to the weſtward, and nearly at the ſame di- 
tance from Holmhead, there is the veſtige of another camp, doudtlets cf 
the ſame kind as the former. There are ſeveral tumuli in this parith, 2. 
long the ſouth bank of the river, which there is every reaſon to believe are 
Britiſh, and which appear to be of the ſepulchral kind. The name, indeed, 
oſ one, ſeems to favour a conjecture of its having been, in ancient times, 
| conſecrated to the purpoſes of religion. This, which is alto diſtinguithed 
above moſt of the others, on account of its ſize, is called Beltonmont, 
Which name it appears t» have derived, from its having been the mount 
or altar upon which the Druids worſhipped, and offered their ſacrifices 
at this ſeaſon of the year. Several years ago, a conſiderable part of this 
cairn or mount was removed; and in its bottom, within a large ſquare 
ſtone cheſt, formed of 6 flags, were found ſome Druidical beads. It 
doubtleſs has been the ſepulchre of a Hruid of rank, which, on account 
of his reſpeQability, was afterward conſecrated to 2 religious purpoſe. 
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id About 30 years 1806, when 4 perſon was eng peats 
þ T moſs belonging t to Mr Irving of Coves, tie found a 
of W "Fo i 
out 


A little to the fourth, 4 are two es tdmali of conſiderable ſize; and A Ry | 
moſt probably of the ſame nature. About a mile to the N. W. there are e 
or- fereral, 2 of which were opened only about 2 years ago. In the one, with- 
in a cheſt of the ſame kind as that mentioned above, was found an oe : 


In 

2 of elegant workmanſhip. This urn was filled with aſhes, ſtanding with 
gs, the mouth up, and dovered with a ſtone. At a ſmall diſtance from the 5 
1. urn, and within the cheſt, were likewiſe diſcovered ſeveral iron - rings, [- 
ty, each about the ſize of a half crown, but fo far deſtroyed by ruſt, that on | 
li being tonched, they fell into pieces. About three quarters of a mile ö 
er, to the weſtward of this, there is the appearance of a Druidical temple ;; 
es and upon the farm of Branteth, in the pariſh of Kirkconnell, there is 
e, likewiſe the veſtige of another Druidical temple, or place of fſacri- 
hat There is upon the eſtate of Cove, an artificial cave or houſe, wrought 
ith into a rock. This rock overhangs the river, above the bed of which it 
ed i; elevated nearly 30 feet, and is at preſent inacceſſible. Its interior 
nd form is oval, the greater diameter of which is about 16 feet; the leſſer, 
he 9. From its floor to the roof, is nearly j feet. The ancient Britiſh are 
"as ſaid to have uſed places of this kind as granaries or ſtorehouſes. In later 
of times, however, they were uſed as places of ſtrength and ſecurity. 

il The old tower of Woodhouſe, though not inhabited for many years 
of paſt, is till ſtanding. This is reported to have been the firſt houſe in 
2• Scotland to which Robert Bruce came, when flying from Edward Long- 
re ſhanks. From thence, he carried one of the ſons of this family, whom. 
d, de afterward made his ſecretary; and who having attended him in all his 
cs, WT troubles and proſperity, to his death, was created a knight; and as a re- 
ed ward of his fidelity and ſervices, was preſented with the lands of the fo- 
u, reſt of Drum. The family, then in pofſeſſion of this tower, were yg: ; 
nt and in a branch of the fame family, it ſtill remains, | | 
[ID A little to the northward of this tower, ſtands the croſs of Merkland. 

TE u is an octagon of ſolid ſtone, elegantly dreſſed and cut. Its elevation 
re above the ſocket upon which it ſtands, is 9 feet; that of the ſocket, 2 
It leet 4 inches. Its form is conoidical ; the circumference, at the baſe, 
nt being 4 feet 2 inches, and at the neck 2 feet 2 inches. The head con» 
e. Ms of 4 fleur-de-lis, cut out of the folid Kone, ſo as to form a ſquare, 


a Fi eacd 
Vor, XIII. 1 2 


274 Statiſtical Account 

piece of gold, about 18 inches under ground. It wy 
very ſoft and pliable, and about L. 12 in value; on one end 
of it, was plainly ſeen the word Helenus, in raiſed Roman 


capitals, evidently effected by a ſtamp; and on the other 


end, in pricked or doted characters, the letters M. B. Some 
have pronounced it an ornament for the wriſt, others x 
_ fibula for faſtening a garment. It was given to the late 
en .. ĩͤ 


| 4 fide of which. is 2 Wet. The ties: and occafion of i its erin 
| is uncertain. - The following is the moſt probable. | | 
In 1483, the Duke of Albany, and Earl of Douglas, who for fome 
time had been exiles in England, wiſhing to learn the diſpoſitions of 
8 their countrymen towards them, made an incurſion into their native 
1 country, went to Lochmaben, and plundered- the market there. In the 
mean time, a Maſter of Maxwell, ſon of Baron Maxwell of Caerlaveroc, 
_ upon whom. the wardenſhip of the borders had devolved, in conſequence 
of his father's impriſonment in England, receiving intelligence of this 
affair, aſſembled his friends and dependents to repel and chaſtiſe the in- 
ſolence of theſe rebels. He came up with them at Burnſwoxk, where the 
action commenced, and was fought to Kirkconnell, when Douglas was 
taken priſoner, and the Duke of Albany made his eſcape: Having non 
recovered the booty, and obtained a complete victory, he was purſuing. 
the broken remains of the hoſtile army; and being wearied with the fi- 
tigues of the engagement, and the wounds which he is ſaid to have te⸗ 
ceived in battle, was ſupporting himſelf with his ſpear, reſting by its 
handle upon the crutch of his ſaddle, when one Gafs, from the parib 
of Cummertrees, who had fought under him in the engagement, coming 
up, thruſt him through, on account of a ſentence, which he, as maſter 
warden of the marches, had paſſed upon a couſin of Gaſs. This crobs is 
241d to have been erected upon the ſpot where Maxwell fell, and the ex- 


ecrable deed was committed, to perpetuate the remembrance thereot to 
| er. | 


In the burial-ground of Kirkconnell, are ſtill ts be ſeen the tomb- 
tones of Fair Helen, and her favourite lover Adam Fleeming. She was 
a daughter of the family of Kirkconnell, and fell a victim to the jealouſy 
ot a lover. Being courted by two young gentlemen at the ſame time, 

| | | | the 
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416 one if whom thinking himſelf lighted, owed to |" crinde ar . | 
to his reſentment, when he again diſcovered him in her company. An op- 
portunity ſoon preſented itſelf, when the faithful pair, walking along the 
romantic banks of the Kirtle, were diſcovered from the oppoſite banks by 
the afſaſſin. Helen perceiving him lurking among the buſhes, and dreading 
the fatal reſolution, ruſhed to her lover's boſom, to reſcue him from the 
danger; and thus receiving the wound intended for another, ſunk and 

expired in her favourites arms. He immediately revenged her death, 
and flew the murderer. The inconſolable Adam Fleeming, now ſinking 
under the preflure of grief, went abroad and ſerved under the banners of 
Spain, againſt the infidels. The impreſſion, however, was too ſtrong to 
be obliterated. The image of woe attended him-thither ; and the plea- | 
ſing remembrance of the tender ſcenes that were paſt, with the melan. 
choly reflection, that they could never return, haraſſed his ſoul, and de- 
prived his mind of repoſe. He ſoon returned, and ſtretching himſelf on 
her grave, expired, and was buried by her ſide. Upon the tomb-ſtone are 
engraven a ſword and croſs, with Hie jacet Adam Fleeming.” The 
memory of this is only preſerved i in an old Scots ballad, which relates the 
tragical event, and which 1s ſaid to have been written by Adam Fleeming, 
when in Spain. As the piece is little known, and affords a pretty good ſpe- wn 
cimen of the vulgar dialect ſpoken at preſent in this country, which muſt. 
have undergone attle.1 variation for Gs of 200 Years, it is ſent for 

inſertion, : oe 3 | 


te 


„ % 


FAIR HELEN: 
A Tragical Old Scots Song. 


My ſweeteſt ſweet, and faireſt fair, 
Of birth an worth beyond compare, 
Thou art the cauſer of my cair, 
Since firſt I loved thee : | | 


Yet God hath given to me a mind, 

The which to thee ſhall prove as kind, 
As any one that thou wilt find, 
Oft high or low degree. 


Let 


27 


1 0 vet 0 I am content, 
And ne'er 2 whit my love repent; 


| . think my time it was well 
| 88 1 diſdgined be. 


| The ſhall'eſt water aka maiſt din, 
The deepeſt pool the deadeſt lin, 
| The richeſt man leaſt truth within, 
5 Thougb he diſdained be. 


- 0 Helen fair, without compare, 

I'll wear a garland of thy hair, 
Shall cover me for ever mair, 

f Vntil the day I die. 


5 Nelew ſweet, and maiſt complete, 
= My captive ſpirit's at thy feet, 


: Think'ſt thou ſtill fit thus for to treat, | 


_ Thy priſ "thy with cruelty, 


1 0 Helen 3 this till 1 crave, | 
On thy poor ſlave ſome pity have, 


And do him ſave, that's near his grave, 


And dies for love of thee. 


| curſt be the hand chat ſhot the ſhot, 


Likewiſe the gun that gave the crack, 


5 Into my arms bird Helen lap, 
| And died for love of me. 


O think na? ye my heart was ſair, 


My love ſank down, and ſpak na mair, 


There did ſhe ſwoon wi meikle cair, 
On fair Kirkconnell lee. 


= I lighted down. my ſword did draw, hs 


I cutted him in pieces ſma', 


| I cutted him in pieces ſma', 
' On fair Kitkconnell lee. 


| © Helen chaſte ! thou wert modeſt, 
Were I with thee J would be bleſt, 


Where thou ly'ſt low, and tak'ſt thy 8 


On — Kirkconnell lee. 
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eee, e 


I wiſh I were where I have been, 
Embracing of my love Helen, | 
. At Venus's games we'v'e been right keen, | 
Os fir Kirkconnell lee. 


| 1 with my grave were growing green, 
A winding ſheet put o'er my een, 
And I in Helen's arms lying, | 
On fair nen lee. N 


| I wiſh T were + abi Helen few | 
Where night and day ſhe on me cries; 
: fl wiſh I were where Helen lies, 

On fair Kirkconnell lee. | 


NUM 


fs 


31 1 


NUMBER XIX. 


an x 4 g 
21 


UNITED PARISHES or NORTH YELL. AND 
I  FETLAR, 


(County or OrkNEr, PRESBYTERY or SHETLAND.) 


By F be Rev. Mr Jauxs GORDON. | 


Situation, Name, Extent, Soil, Cc. 


＋ HE pariſh of Yell and Fetlar is one of the moſt not- 
s i therly in Shetland. It lies in latitude 619 20“, and 
is bounded on the N. E. by the iſland of Unſt, which 1s 
2 leagues aſunder from Fetlar ; on the S. by the iſland of 
Whelſay, and the Main Land, which is about 6 leagues 
diſtant from it; on the E. of Fetlar is the Northern Ocean, 


and about two diſtant on the W. of Fetlar is the other part 
of the miniſter of Fetlar's charge, called North Yell pariſh, 


which was erected into one charge, commonly called the 


| pariſh of North Yell and Fetlar, in the year 1709. As to 
the name of Fetlar, it appears to be changed from that 


which it had when it belonged to the Danes; for then, 28 
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the cldeft records i in Norway ſhow, it was called Fedar 07 : 
the meaning of which in the Daniſh language ſignifies, the 
6 Green Iſland ; "og and from another word or name of a 


glace on the eaſtmoſt angle of the iſland, called Fu , 
which ſignifies the place firſt found out; ſo that, Fedar a3 


Iunzie, 8 the * firſt diſcovered 1 in the country *. 
28 1 
» It has deln a matter r of fdilpute w_ were the firſt inhabitants of this | 
country. It is the general opinion that it was firſt inhabited by the Nor- 
vegians; the writer is of a different ſentiment, and believes that the 
Pits were the firſt inhabitants. His reaſons for diſſenting from the gene- 
ral opinion are as follow :—1ft, We have no account in ancient hiſtory, 
that the Danes were in poſſeſſion of this country Prior to the year 850. 
In faid year, Kenneth II. gave the Picts ſuch a total defeat, that they 
never by themſelves adventured to engage with the Scots i in battle there= 
ater ; but were compelled to fly to the northward, as is recorded by Bede 
and Bocetius, and ancient hiſtorians. 2d, The frith that ſeparates Caith- 
neſs from Orkney, 1 is called the Pictland Frith, from a number of the Pits 
being drowned in their paſſage over to Orkney, in order that they might | 
eſcape from the fury of the Caledunians, who had expelled them out of 
the fertile plains of Caithneſs and Sutherland, at the ſame time that Ken- 
neth had totally overthrown them to the ſouthward. As the number of the 
Pigs that landed upon Orkney could not be accommodated in that coun- 
try, (for it is plain from Tacitus that it had been inhabited by the Saxons, 


' from whom the Pits originally derived their origin at leaſt 1000 years 


before), they ſet ſail de novo for the next ſpot of land which was in 
their view, which could be no other but the iſland of Fula; but upon 
weir near approach to Fula, they were in the greateſt pain in nature 
what courſe to take. Some of them obferved the appearance of a great 
thickneſs or miſt, lying directly to the N. E. of Fula, and accordingly 
ſteered their courſe to the ſpot where the thickeſt of the fog appeared, 

and then, to their very great joy, they eſpied the top of Fitfield Head, 

upon which the one that firſt efpied it, cried with great raptures, Zetland, 
Ze. there is yet land, fo we ſhall all of us be ſafe. Hence the name of 


| Shetland took its origin, it being very ordinary with the Saxons to uſe 2 


inſtead of Y in their language. And here it may be neceflary finally to 
letttle a queſtion that has long been matter of diſpute among the learned 
Ment the ſituation of Thule. It is plain from Tacitus, that the Roman 
deet conquered Orkney, and made their king, Belus, pay them tribute, in 
the ſame manner as the reſt of their provinces did: This happened in the 


firſt 
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North Yell i is 8 miles i in length, and 6 in breadth, The black I 
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firſt century; but the Romans would not attempt farther, by reaſon of 
the boiſterous ſeas and rapid tides 3 another reaſon was actording to Ta. 
citus, in Vita Agricole, becauſe, deſpecta eft et Thyle, gua m hattenss nit 
et hiems abdebat ; Mare quogue pigrum et 47 ave remigantibus, perii- 
bent. The place ſeen by the Romans could be no other than the iſland 
Fula, which probably then was called Thule, though it now has got the 
name of Fula; for it is a certain faQ, that throughout the whole of Shet- 
| land, the fnow frequently covers the top of the hills, wheti there is none 
to be met with on the plains, and the (pace was too far for them to dif. 
5 cern the tops either of Fitfield Head, or Sumburgh Head. The Pigs, 
upon their landing in Shetland, ſet to work, and erected 2 number of 
ſmall caſtles, called afterwards Broughs, upon which they placed large 
fires, to give warning of an approaching enemy, and ſo artfully were theſe 
| light-houſes contrived, being every one placed in the view of another, f. 
that the whole Lordſhip of Shetland could have been apprized of their 
danger i in leſs than an hour's warning, But this ſtratagem ſometimes was 
the cauſe of their deſtruction, as Torfeus in his Hiſtory of Norway ac- 
_ quaints us. The Picts having ſecured themſelves in the beſt mannet 
they could, E . iflands of Shetland, which then were uninhabited, they 
ſent over ſomeè of the principal men to the C)urt of Norway, to ſolicit 
aid againſt the Caledonians, that they might regain the delicious fields 
Caithneſs and Sutherland, from which they had been ſo lately expelled; 


and their requeſt was readily complied with by the warlike Harold, who the 12th. 
warmly eſpouſed the cauſe of the exiles; and accordingly, a powerful Earl of C 
fleet was put to ſea without delay, and they landed at a place in this iſland the crow: 
called Funzie, as above obſerved; but as Harold could not procure anch+ read of a1 
| rage for his fleet, he failed a little to the N E. to a bay on the neighbouring being fru 
inland of Unſt, which till retains his name to this day, being called Ha were red 
rold's Week; and it is handed down by tradition from one generation td Shetland 
another, that this was the way that it acquired its name, Harold cone took up t 
tinued at anchor with his fleet till he had collected all the Picts in $het- iter whi 
land, capable of bearing arms, and then he ſet ſail for the coaſts of Caith- down to 
neſs and Sutherland. Of both theſe counties he made a very ealy con- her dowr 
_ queſt, and they became tributary to the Kings of Norway until the end of Scotland 
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of F ONT 18 af a votes FR OY and confi moſtly 4 a rich 
plack loam, and ſome ſand; which produces barley, oats, 
and kitchen roots. On this iſland, Poliſh, Blindſley, and 
early barley, have been tried, and they grow fully as luxu- 
riant as in their native ſoil, and equally as large in the 
grain, but they rarely ripen to perfection, and unleſs cut 
down the moment when they acquire any kind of ripeneſs, 
xe liable to be ſhaken by the equinoQtial ſtorms ; and : 
when we do fave them, the huſks are ſo thick, that we find 

cur own oats produce more meal than any foreign grain 
whatſoever ; and they ripen fully as early. Our turnip, 
cabbage, radiſh, and ereſſes ſeeds, grow better than any we 
import. The quantity of arable ground is but ſmall, in 


f. compariſon of the ground uſed for paſture, and is divided 
5 WH into what is here called merks. In the iſland of Fetlar 

: there are nigh 800 merk-lands; and in North Yell there are 
ue z merks; there is no determinate quantity of ground 


aligned each merk-land. In the iſland of Fetlar there 
may be one half acre to each merk-land ; but in North 
Yell pariſh there is not above one-fourth of an acre, com- 
puted to each merk-land in ſaid pariſh, every merk is 
5 Wl rented at 7 5. 6 d. the merk; but in the iſland of F etlar 
cit only at 5 8. the merk, all charges included. 


- 155 Ws Climate. 
Tho the 12th century, at which period William King of Scots overthrew the 

r{ul Farl of Caithneſs in a great battle, and the countries were annexed to 

and the crown of Scotland for ever after. This was the firſt time that we 

ch) read of any Danes or Norwegians being in Shetland. The poor Pitts, 

ring being fruſtrated in their expectation of their gaining their beloved country, 

Har were reduced to the diſagreeable neceſſity of returning to Orkney and 

n to Sbetland again; and along with them a number of Daniſh adventurers. 
con- 


| took up their abode with the Picts, and made intermarriages with them 
het- iter which the inhabitants of Orkney and Shetland were called Danes 
down to the days of James the VI. who married the maid of Norway for 


her dowry, and both countries were finally confirmed to the kingdom of 
Scotland 777 perpetuum. | 
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Climate. —The climate of this country in general! is very 


damp; we have no great ſnows in winter, but a vaſt quan. 
| tity of rain, and what is here called fleet, 7. e. wet ſnow, 


Neither are our froſts ſo ſevere as in England. In the 


year 1744, the Thames freezed to 175 inches thick, and 
ice here ac that time did not exceed 9 inches. 
fick and commerce were introduced, this remote corner wa 
the moſt healthy ſpot in the kingdom. 
man that reached his 140th year ; he married in his 100d, 
and in the year that he died, pulled aſhore alone in his 


Before traf. 


There was one 


ſmall ſkiff in very ſevere weather; and within theſe 20 


years there died a man in North Yell pariſh, aged 120; 


at preſent there is one man in Fetlar, aged 93, and ſome 
few more above go. 


But theſe are rare aves. Traflick 
produces riches, and riches luxury, and luxury diſeaſes; 
and maladies of every kind prevail here perhaps with 
more violence than any where upon the Continent. But 
within theſe 20 years by-paſt, the great Giver of every 


good and perfect gift to mankind, has been pleaſed to vouch: 


ſafe this poor land one of the moſt merciful diſcoveries ever 


5 beſtowed upon ſinful mortals, (the lending of a Saviour es- 


very great ſucceſs. 


- _— 


cepted), I mean inoculation, which is here practiſed with 
Befides the ſmall pox, fevers of divers 
kinds prevail amongſt us, particularly intermittents, which, 


though long kept under by the uſe of the bark, rarely fal 


to land either in dropſies or conſumptions. The leproſy 
rarely makes its appearance in this miniſtry; for theſe 200 
years by paſt, there has been only one ſet apart *. 


Rivers, 


The diſeaſed perſon was firſt totally removed at the expenſe of the 
pariſh ; but aſterward returning to his former mcde of living, and nf 


ttrictly adhering to the regimen preſcribed him by his phyſician, his dif 
„ | e | cale 
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| Rivers, Minerals, Woods, Animals, Cc. We have no 
rivers here, nor is it poſſible in nature that there can be 
any upon this iſland, nor indeed in the country ; we have 
ſome burns in the head of our many bays, into which the 
ſalmon trout enter about the 29th of September, in their 
going up to our loughs, where they depoſit their ſperma 
during the winter; ſome of them are exceedingly large, 
and weigh no leſs than 25 Ib. a- piece; if they are caught 
in the month of July, are nothing inferior to the richeſt 
falmon caught in the kingdom. We have many mineral 
ſprings, which, from their appearance at the cp of the ſur- 
face of the water, diſplay certain veſtiges of a great quantity 
of iron ore depoſited at the bottom. A little below the 
manſe of Fetlar there is a pretty large loch, where there is : 
a kind of black ſand thrown up by the N. W. wind on the 
oppolite ſhore. How ſand of ſuch 4 quality comes there 
(there being no iron-ſtone in its vicinity) was for a long 
time a myſtery to the writer, till of late he, by accident, 
found upon the declivity of a riſing ; ground, about 3-4ths 
of a mile diſtant from the loch, a conſiderable quantity of 
what is called bog-iron, richer and more ponderous than 
any he has ſeen at Carron, or 1n any other part of the 
kingdom ; he * that the winter 75 rains waſh 


ue >. | | down 


eaſe recurred upon him, and we were reduced to the diſagreeable necef- 
ſity of ſetting him apart, where he very ſoon died. The rheumatiſm 
prevails here to a conſiderable degree, as might be expected from the 
humidity of the climate, but not to ſo ſevere a pitch as might be looked 
for. The dropſy alſo is very prevalent here, but it is frequently reli-ved | 

by uſing ſcurvy-graſs both externally and internally, (which the Author 
cf Nature has liberally beſtowed upon us), as alſo by frequent cupping in 
the legs. The free ule of butter-milk is a very powerful hee the 
writer is in no ſtrait to prove, that he was ſo fortunate as to put a ſtop to 
an naſarca (that was far advanced before he was applied to) for four 
Tears, ſolely by the uſe of this preſcription, 
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" down ſmall particles of iron into the lack, and a. the 
N. W. wind lands them upon the oppoſite S. E. ſhore; 
out of one pound we can extract by the magnet + of black. 

iron particles, nothing inferior to that which is imported to 
us from Hungary. Woods we have none in this country; 
and it is the opinion of the writer, that there never were 
any. He has been at conſiderable pains to inveſtigate the 
mode in which the ſeveral trees found here made their ap- 


pearance, but could never find one root in an horizontal 


direction, as the roots of trees are placed in other parts of 
the kingdom where wood has grown; all were depoſited 
in the earth, lying ſideways in fwamps, and appear to 
have been conveyed thither (however diſtant the period) by 
water. He is more confirmed in this opinion, when he 
8 conſiders that no wood will thrive here above the garden 
walls. To this may be added, that hazzle, mountain, aſh, 
and elder ſhrubs, are found in the mountains, ſome miles 
from all ſea, but they never grow above 8 or 9 inches high, 
and not 2 inches thick; which can be attributed to no other 


cauſe, but that the air from one fide of the country to the 


other, is ſo impregnated with ſaltiſh particles, as to ſtop 
vegetation in a great meaſure, unleſs (as ſaid above) where 
there is a ſhelter. There are alſo found in the iſland ſome 


veins of copper-ore, and we have great reaſon to believe, 


that there 1s black lead; but our ſmall finances prevent us 


from working them. There is alſo found here the Jaht 


aiſbeſtinus of the filamentous kind, and ſome few garnets, 
and a huge quantity of fullers earth, and pieces of rock 
cryftal, alſo ſome limeſtone very poor in quality, one ſmall 
vein excepted “. 


Po pulation 


* We have no artificial caves here. We have ſeveral migratory birds; 


the ſwans come here on their paſſage to a very northerly elimate in the 
month 
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3 Sc. — According t to Dr Webſter's s report, the 8 
zumber of ſouls in 1755 was 1098. The population here 
continued from the year 1709 tall 1769 without increaſe 
or decreaſe; but ſince inoculation took place, we have 


) 
ö increaſed conſiderably, vix. from goo to 1300 and upwards, 
e » the ſtatement below will ſhaw. The births are about 
e zo, the deaths (ſince 1769) are 15 a- year at an average, 
0 and the marriages 6. In North Yell and Fetlar there were 
ae January 1. 1793, 1 1346; of whom there were 5 385 
f Wl Fetlar, gn fog oe mens 
i Men unmarried, . — 47 „ 16 
0 Women unmarried, - =< 30 
} Widowers, - re ro io ns: - 228 
e Widows, | - > 3 26 
n Souls in non-age, cluldren, ve. and married 
1, | perſons, 5 „„ 3 628 - 
5 | | 2323 Oo. Under 
m mouth of March, as return again in | September ; a lapeing; black- 
r bird, and cuckoo, are frequentiy ſeen here, and a very large kind of hawk 
je veltles here every ſummer; a young one was kept only for three months, 
| jet meaſured 42 inches from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other; 
Pp the bird has kept the ſame precipice for perhaps this century bypaſt. We 
e hzye no horſes here in this miniſtry, but we have plenty of ponies, which 
Ie we keep at no charge, and they anſwer our purpoſe in every point much 
e, better than thoſe of a larger breed. The ſheep here are greatly upon the 
8 | decline; we have no fiae wool in this ifland, but on the other part of the 
; miniſter's charge, there would be ſheep zin great abundance, did not theft 
i prevail there, and in a great many places of the country, to ſuch a degree, 
s, that it beggars deſcription. Neither will this be wondered at, if it is 
. taken into conſideration, that there has not been one capital puniſhment 
Fl inlicted in this Lordſhip (which conſiſts at leaſt of 24,990) for a century 
bypaſt, for any crime whatever; the puniſhments inflicted for this crime 
of theft, in particular, are ſo extremely mild, that they rather excite to 
the commiſſion of the crime than deter from it. The price of wool is 
or 


every day increaſing, which bears extremely hard upon the poor ; and 
above 2. 3ds of our people are really ſo, About 40 years ago, our coarſe 
wool ſold for 3 d. the merk, C. 20 ounces; ; the loweſt price now for the 


| worſt wool is 8 d. the merk, aud our fineſt wool far exceeds the price of 
b Spauiſh wool, Ge | 
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In this miniſtry there are above 40 heritors, who hare 
among them about L. 5000 Scots of rent a-year, The 
higheſt rent drawn by any of them does not exceed L. 100 
Sterling a-year, and ſome of the loweſt do not draw 10. 
a-year. Our ſeed-time commences the firſt of March, 
and ends by the firſt of May. We pay no multures here, 
having no water-mills but ſuch as are called quirns, driven 
by water, on the ſame conſtruction as the mills uſed for 
my in the Highlands of Scotland, 


Sc. Though the country is poor 
yet we have no daily vagrants among u. 


33 Stipend, Artiſts, 


in general, 


Every pariſh is divided into diſtricts; when any perſon 1 
in poverty, the ſeſſion, with concurrence of the heritor, 
appount 


appoint 
are mai 
die, de: 
cumben 
lately n 
in toler 
preſent 


pines it 
age, 38 
charge. 
people 
this mii 
ral, acc 
They 
branch 
they ap 
that thi 
any one 
feſſion. 
the gen 
dom, w 
progreſ 
which 
hoſpita 
the me. 

Mar 
We ha 
not ſuc 
The fa 
the roc 
curing 
that di! 
ey ti 


of. North Yr ell and Fetlar. | f 287 


appoint Fan to a certain ſpot i in ths pariſh, | where they 
are maintained; the ſeſſion clothes them, and when they 
die, defray the expenſe of their burial. The preſent in- 
cumbent has a ſtipend of L. 643. The kirks have been 
lately newly built, and the manſe, though an old one, is 
in tolerable good repair; ; it was built 37 years ago by the | 
preſent incumbent ont of the vacant ſtipend, and he i ima- 
pines it will ſerve all his lifetime, as he is now 66 years of 
age, 38 of which he has been miniſter in this very fatiguing 
charge. We have few regular bred artificers here; the - 
people are all of a mechanical turn; we have 3 ſmiths in 
this miniſtry, and one carpenter; but the people 3 in gene- 
ral, according to the Daniſh mode, are their own artificers. 
They are in general very quick in comprehending any 
branch of literature, or mechanical employments which 
they apply to. But their great misfortune ſeems to be this, 
that they never will have the patience to apply ſo long to 
any one employment as to become proficients in their pro- 
feſon. I ſpeak here of the commons; for with reſpect to 
the gentlemen, it is believed there is no part in the king- 
dom, where genius 1s more diſplayed, or who make greater 
progreſs in academical literature, and in the polite arts, 
which they apply to. | The people in general are very © 
hoſpitable to ſtrangers. We have here three gentlemen in , 
the medical line, who are very eminent in their profeſſion. 


ManufaQures and Jrade.—-Manufactures we have none. 
We have tried the linen- manufacture of late, but it did 
not ſucceed, for which many reaſons may be aſſigned. iſt, 
The fair ſex here are ſo accuſtomed to roam about among 
the rocks in their earlieſt moments, (while they are pro- 
curing bait for the fiſhing), that they cannot apply with 
that diligence that the manufacturing buſineſs requires, had 
ey time to do it, as * really have not. 2d, Conſtant 
litting 
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fitting brings on hyſteric diſorders upon not a few of they, 
za, We find we can purchaſe linens cheaper than we can 
afford to make them. After the Danes took poſſeſſion of 
Shetland, which, as above obſerved, they did between the 
Sth and gth century, the ſettlers here were ſupplied with 


all their neceſſaries from the Kings of Norway, and there 


were ſhips fitted out for the purpoſe, of a particular conſtruc. 
tion, called Scudas, who carried from Norway wood houſes, 
and other neceſſaries for the new coloniſts, and brought 


back with them again the King's rent, vzz. ceſs, ſcatt and 


wiuaattle: for which there was paid butter, and a kind of cloth 
called wadmall. This trade continued during all the time that 
this Lordſhip was ſubject to the Danes. 
12th century the people in this Lordſhip began to trade to 
Norway on their own bottoms ; this trade continued till 
the time of Patrick Earl of Orkney, who, among the relt 

of his enormous crimes, robbed the Niſbets of Kirkabiſcet- 


ter, heritors in this pariſh, of the laſt veſſels uſed in the 
trade. 


At the end of the 


About this time the merchants in Bremen had the 
whole trade in this county, till ſuch time as the gentlemen 
in the country found it convenient to take their fiſheries 


into their own hands, when Government thought proper to 
encourage thereto, by giving them ſuch large debentures 
for the fiſh exported, Within theſe 40 years trade has 


undergone the greateſt change perhaps of any ſmall part in 


the kingdom. At that period we had no trade with Eng- 
land, and our trade with Scotland and Hamburgh was very 
trifling. Now we have no leſs than 8 veſſels, who trade 
to England, Leith, Holland, Hamburgh, and Bergen, ex- 


clufive of 5 or 6 ſhips, which we annually load for the 
Mediterranean. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages.— We have a tolerable 
good ſoil, conſidering our latitude; in moſt years this iſland 
| 2 8 | can 
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aan ſupply itſelf f in grain, were it all kept within the J 
place, Wool“ is ſo ſcarce here, that the poor people are 

neceſſitated to barter their grain with their neighbours in 
Yell, and in the end of the ſummer their maſters muſt 
ſupply them with meal for the . ſupport of their families. 
One great advantage that we enjoy is, that we have 
abundance of fuel at a very reaſonable price. But on 
the other hand we labour under many hardſhips. Our 
farms are divided into ſuch ſmall parcels, that the peo- 


ple who cultivate theſe ſmall ſpots are a good many . 


of them poor, and with the greateſt difficulty hve upon 
their ſmall farms the half of the year. Our crops are fre- | 
quently blaſted with froſts and mildews, and this has been 
the caſe for theſe ſeveral years bypaſt ; ſo that we bend our 
thoughts more to improve our fiſheries than our crops, as 
they are ſo very precarious in this climate. But in this, 
which is a principal article of commerce, we labour under 
conſiderable clogs. The high duty that muſt be paid for 
home ſalt, that we are under the neceſlity of uſing, bears 
very heavy upon us ; but this hardſhip has been ſet forth 
by a much abler pen than the writer can pretend to, and 
therefore he does not chooſe to ſay more on that ſubject. 
To conclude this narrative, the writer is ſorry to ſay, that 
within theſe few years a very pernicious and ruinous policy 
has taken place here. Our very prudent anceſtors would 
not have let their lands to any one unleſs his moral cha- 
iter was good, and he had a viſible fund to ſupport him- 
ſelf and his family; but now a contrary method of proce- 
dure is greedily adopted by ſome of the heritors of this pa- 
iſh, for they let their lands to perſons of abandoned cha- 
rafters, if they are only good fiſhers ; but this piece of poli- | 
ey abſurd to the higheſt degree. Every one knows that 


poverty 1s the greateſt enemy in nature to honeſty, and 2 
Vor. XIII. 1). 6 | parcel 


| : * A miſtake probably for Me a7, 
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parcel of poor We will ne ver make a rich malie 
Ppzue commons, on the other hand, are equally inconſiſtent 
in their conduct, for formerly their clothing was only ſuch 
as was manufactured about their own houſes, but now they 


muſt be habited like gentlemen, and many of them ate 


more extravagant in the luxuries of life than the gentlemen 
8 formerly were in this country. Though their maſters af. 

, ford them a higher price for their fiſh, butter, and oil, than 
vas ever given in the land, yet it anſwers no end; they are 

ſo addicted to dreſs, ſpiritous liquors and tea, that a confi. 
+ derable part of their gain is ſpent in that way. They ftill 
retain a good deal of the diſpoſition of their aticeſtors the 
| Danes ; they think themſelves the greateſt ſlaves in nature, 
and that their maſters take every thing from them for no- 
wp thing, vainly imagining, that they would be happier in any 
: place than in their own native ſoil, They accordingly enter 
on board the navy in crowds, where they are eſteemed ſailor 
inferior to none in the kingdom. In one word, the writer, 
after 40 years ſtudy of the conſtitution of this country, mull 
frankly own, he can ſee no way of preventing the impend- 
ing ruin of the poor land in general, and of every honelt 


man in particular, unleſs the gentlemen of the country, una 
voce, enlarge their farms in the firſt place, and then let them 


to none, unleſs ſuch as are of approved morals. Next, that 
they put the laws of their country in execution againſt 
ſome few of the many culprits, that have infeſted this 


country for a number of years bypaſt. Laſtly, it would 
contribute greatly to the proſperity of the country in ge- 
neral, that the one half of the ſuperfluities imported an- 


nually were curtailed ; ; were this done, it would tend greatly 


to the advantage of the landholders, and ſtill more ſo to 
the people in general. But ſuch a happy change the 
writer is afraid he never will ſee. However, he has this 
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o comfort him, that he has done all in his power to check 
vice and encourage virtue for a conſiderable time bypaſt; 
but ſorry lie is to ſay, not with that ſucceſs that he earneſtly 
wiſhed, having had the misfortune to have ſuch a torrent 
to ſtruggle againſt. What is related above may not be 
agreeable to every one in this land, eſpecially to thoſe 
whoſe characters the writer has ſet in a proper light; but 
they are the words of truth, and the ſentiments of an ho- 
neſt man, who bids defiance to any one, in a conſiſtency 
with truth, to diſprove one avermerit t that has been related 
in the above narrative. 788 5 — 
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| BYTERY OF Uisr.) 


By the Rev. My Gro Munroe. | 


. 
. ͤ ˙—— Er = 


Name, Situation, Extent, Wc. 


gouru vIsT, or, as it is called South Wiſt by ſors 


modern writers, is a Daniſh name, and the deriva- 
tion of it cannot be traced back with any degree of cer- 


tainty, by any of. the preſent inhabitants, at this period 
of time. Perhaps it might originally be called Uiſta, 


or Wiſta, as I am informed that there are ſome places, 


both in Orkney and Shetland, called Unſta; for the high- 
| eſt hill in the pariſh, is named Heckla, and the largeſt moun - 
tain in Iceland is Heckla, in the Norſe language. The pa- 
| Tiſh is of an oblong figure, ſeparated from the pariſh of 


North Uiſt, to the eaſtward and northward, by an arm of 


the ſea, which ebbs at low water. It is alſo ſeparated 


from the pariſh of Barra, to the ſouthward and weſtward, 
FO: "ky 


by 4 chant 

fever ebb: 
the great 
ward, it 1 
perhaps 14 
N. E. to 
breadth m 
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not be 
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duing 


of Sond i... wag 


by 4 channel or ſound, nearly 8 or 9 miles broad, which 
erer ebbs; towards the W. and N. W. it is bounded by 
the great Atlantic ocean, and to the eaſtward and ſouth- 
mard, it is ſeparated from the iſland of Sky by a channel, : 
perhaps 18 or 20 miles broad. The pariſh is long, from 
V. E. to S. W. 30 computed miles, and its greateſt 
breadth way 4 be eſtimated from 7 to miles. Sd 


| 1 Any e W 4 weſt ſide of 8 
the pariſſi, the ſoil is totally light, and perfectly ſandy, 
ud the moſt; part of it rendered quite uſeleſs, by the ſe- 
rerity of the conſtant ſtorms, that blow from the W. with 
the force of the ſea, during the winter and ſpring ſeaſons; 
further back, there is one continued chain of ſwamp and 
kes, abounding with the greateſt variety of the fineſt 
trouts ; and ſtill to the eaſtward, there are high and lofty 
mountains, covered with heath and verdure, fit enough 
for paſturing black cattle, horſes, ſheep, and goats, during 
the ſummer and autumn months. The well known har- 
bours in the pariſh,., worth mentioning, vis. Lochſkiport, 
Lochunort, and Lochboiſdale, are ſo accurately and elearly 


bis draughts of this coaſt, that it is quite unneceſſary to 


piſh is for the moſt part light and ſandy, it of courſe 
muſt be barren of itſelf, without the force of manure. 
There are delightful fields to be ſeen covered with the 
neſt natural graſs in ſummer; z yet, in the winter ſeaſon, 
many of theſe very ſpots are covered over with drifted 
land in ſuch 2 manner, that the leaſt trace of verdure can- 
ut be ſeen for many months. Were it not for the im- 
nenſe quantity of floatin g ſea · ware that is thrown a- ſhore 
Wring the winter ſtorms, the inhabitants never could ma · | 

| nure 


kid down by Mr Murdoch Mackenzie, the ſurveyor, in 


mention them here. As the ſail to the weſt fide of the 


pariſh. 
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nure the gin ſo as to raiſe a crop that Gonibed, of ay 
kind. Barley, oats, rye, and potatoes, with fiſh, are the 
chief productions for the ſupport of the inhabitants of the 
It ought to be obſer ved, alſo, that the produce of 
the country does not ferve the | ao coef Tor * 8 4 n in th 
year, at an yearly average, 
From the great number of We aa lakes i in the px 
5 riſh, the air of courſe muſt be moiſt and damp. The 
inhabitants are often ſubject. in open ſeaſons, to fever and 
rheumatiſm ; notwithſtanding, there are ſeveral inſtances 
of long-lived en in the e to the A Bots of 
JO PINE? | 


Eel ProduBticns— The well known article of kelp is the iz 
ple commodity of the pariſh, of which 1 100 tons may be 
yearly manufactured at an average; and this quantity, in 

2 great meaſure, depends on the dryneſs and ſerenity of 
the ſeaſon, for making ſea-ware into kelp.” Next to kelp, 
black cattle is the only article that brings any return to 
the pariſh. There may be fold, at a moderate calculation, 
about 450, or even 480 head of cows and young oxen year- 
ly, ſhould *the preceding ſpring - feaſon turn out favourable; 
and in bad years, the number of cattle ſold in the pariſh 
will not amount to what is ſpecified above. Conſidering 

the great riſk, expenſe, and trouble that the buyers and 
dealers in black cattle are at, in coming to this remote 
illand to buy them; again, the diſadvantage of ferrying 
tte cattle, purchaſed in the pariſh, to the continent af 
Scotland ; it cannot be a matter of ſurpriſe, ſhould their 
price be low, which is nearly, at an average, L. 2, 105. 
a-head yearly; and with reſpect to the price of kelp, 


which, for a great number of years, is confiderably fallen 


in its value, it ought to be obſerved, in giving an account 


of that o 
is owing 
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of that once 1 commodity, that its ſudden low price, f 
; owing, to the great importation of barilla and other fo- 
reign aſhes, at a low . 


3 . of 8 in the pariſh does not ex- 

ed 7000. The ſheep are, for ordinary, of the ſmall 

Highland breed, their mutton ſweet and delicious, and 
their wool of a very g quality, exceeding in fineneſs 
the wool of any ſheep imported to the pariſh, from the 
main land of Scotland. There was an attempt made 
ſome years ago, by ſome gentlemen, to import ſome black- 
iced ſneep; but a diſorder, well known by the name of 
braxy, got among them, and the croſs-breed till die of 
a. that diſorder, though not in ſuch numbers as the low · country 
he breed, originally imported. There are no ſheep, to any 
in 

of 


a. 8 . N 


nue, ſold in the pariſh, only a few to veſſels, who put 5 
| n to harbours by contrary winds ; the inhabitants find ule 
þ both for their wool and mutton. 


Horſes. —The Abe ef horſes in the pariſh, at an a- 
rerage, may be called 800; they are of a ſmall breed, 
ucredibly ſtrong and hardy, confidering their ſize. The 
eat fatigue and toil they undergo, during winter and 
bring, in leading ſea-ware from the ſhore to manure the 
ground for barley and potatoes; add to this, the making 
a kelp in ſummer, and their feeding on ſandy ſoil, for the 


ring WT keateſt part of the year, all this of courſe muſt ſoon render 
t of {When uſeleſs. Rearing, and buying horſes in this pariſh, is one 
heir c the greateſt diſadvantages; for without the labour of hor- 
0s. s, che kelp is unmanufactured in ſummer, and the ground 
elp, umanured in winter. A young horſe or mare, fit for 
len abouring, cannot now be purchaſed below L. $: Ster- 


lng. 
_ Goats, . 


' lon-geeſe, and curlews. Game, to be found in the moun- 
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n Game, Ge. There are 1 bo 7550 ; in the var 
that paſture the eaſt ſide, belonging to ſome gentlemen, 
5 but they are few in number, and of no conſequence; the 
is ſome deer and rabbits, which are preſerved by the 2 
prietors. The pariſh abounds in game of the aquatic 

ſpecies, of every kind to be ſeen in the Hebrides, name] 
| ſwans, wild-geeſe, herons, cormorants, ducks, teals, b 


tains, are, moor or heath-fowls, woodcocks, and pigeons 
_ carnivorous hirds in great numbers, ſuch as, eagles, kewks 

falcons, ravens, and grey ne, in all ſeaſons of the 
yours 


=; Fiſberies, £c.—There is no trade or manufactures car 
: ried on in the pariſh, either in the importation or exports, 
tion line, only the kelp and black cattle, mentioned above, 
It is very certain, that the coaſts of the pariſh, both to- 
_ wards the eaſt and welt fide of it, abound with every ſpe 
cies of fiſh, to be found in the Hebrides ; : ſuch as, her- 
rings, ling, cod, mackerel, turbot, ſkate, and flounder 
befides the greateſt variety of ſhell-fiſh, vis. lobſler 
crabs, cockles, oyſters, muſcles, and ſpout- fiſh. There 1 
numbers of whales, ſeen at all ſeaſons of the year, on the 
coaſts of the pariſh ; but the fiſhermen, as yet, do not un- 
derſtand the proper method of harpooning them, as the 


whales do not remain above the ſurface of the ſea for an 


length of time. The fail fiſh, or barking ſhark, appears on 
the coaſts of the pariſh early in the month of May, if the fea 
ſon is warm; he 1s a ſtupid and torpid kind of fiſh; he allows 
the harponeer often to fee] him with his hand, before he 
darts at him. The inhabitants to the eaſt fide of the iſland, 
(ſuch as are able to fit out boats, lines, and harpoons,) have 
been for ſome years very ſucceſsful during the ſummer 
months, 
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months, in this branck of b bold owing entirely to 64 


laudable exertions of the truſtees for managing the fiſheries 


in Scotland, in granting premiums to the owners of boats, 
that extract the greateſt quantity of oil from the liver of 
the barking ſhark. The lucky adventurer in this fiſhing, 
hould he chance to harpoon a large one, may have g or 
10 barrels of liver, from which the return in clear oil is 


about 8 barrels. The ling and cod fiſheries along the 


coaſts of the pariſh deſerve the attention of the public, 
ſhould this branch of trade be carried on with diligence and 
perſeverance by monied people. The banks for ling, cod, 
kate, and turbot, are now diſcovered 1n the fulleſt extent, 
to anſwer as well as the Shetland coaſt. Colin Macdonald 
of Boiſdale, Eſq; one of the heritors i in the pariſh, is the 
only perſon here who attempted to carry on this branch 
of the fiſheries with any degree of ſucceſs, excepting ſome 
adventurers from Peterhead, who come to the coaſt here 
to fiſh in March, and return in July generally pretty ſue- 
ceſsfu!. The herring- -fiſhing is the great object in the fiſh- 
ing trade, to the inhabitants of the pariſh ; notwithſtand- 
ing this branch of the fiſheries cannot be carried on to any 
great degree, while the ſalt laws continue in their preſent 
form. The ſevere laws, with reſpect to the importation 
of ſalt to theſe remote parts, is the greateſt ſhackle that 

the invention of man could find ont, to put a ſtop to the 
induſtry of the poor inhabitants of the pariſh. It is there- 
lore hoped, that our wiſe legiſlators will remedy this evil 


in a ſhort time, according to their accuſtomed goodneſs, 


and pre vent the misfortunes that follow of courſe to many 
of the poor inhabitants of the Hebrides. 


Population. e to Dr Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls in 1755 was 22: 9. The population of 
the pariſh has of late years confiderably diminiihed. {ts 

Vo. AN” | P p inhabitants 
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= inkebitnnts may now amount to 34 50, * which number 
| there are 500 Proteſtants, and the remaining 2950 Rows 
_ Catholics. The great cauſe of the decreaſe of population 
In the pariſh, is owing principally to the vaſt numbers that 

have emigrated of late years to the iſland of St John“, 
Nova Scotia, and Canada. Emigration from the pariſh 
commenced in 1772; and again, no leſs than goo ſtout 
young fellows fince that period, have gone as recruits to 
the army and navy from the pariſh. The inhabitants are 

| induſtrious, and a very hardy ſet of mankind, able to un- 
dergo great fatigue ; they are particularly attached to the 

a Ne Family, and the Zhablilked Conflitution, _ 


= Stipend, Heritors, Poor — The value of the living in the 
pariſh, including the glebe, is about L. 50 Sterling. It is 
3 patronage. The heritors are, John Macdonald of 


_ _ Clanranald, Elqz and Colin Macdonald of Boiſdale, Eſq; 


The manſe is in ruins, and quite uninhabitable ; the incum- 
bent dwells in a farm-houſe in the middle of the pariſh. 
In a diſtrict of the pariſh, called Benbecula, a miſſionary 
reſides, with L. 30 of a falary, paid by the truſtees for 

managing the royal bounty. There has been no church 

built in the pariſh fince the time of the Reformation. 


The Proteſtants aſſemble in two ſchool-houſes, which are 


now in good order and repair, and the Roman Catholics 
have three maſs-houſes in the pariſh. As to the ftate of 
the poor of the pariſh, there is only a fund of L. 10 Ster- 


ling yearly, which was mortified by Alexander Macdo- 


nald of Boiſdale, Eſq; lately deceaſed ; the fund is diſtri 


buted impartially by his ſon Colin Macdonald, Eſq; with 
additional donations of his own. 


ſuaſions, in general, are attentive and generous to the poor, 


in ſupplying them with meal, according to their abilities 
in ſeaſons of ſcarcity. 
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Rent 97 the Par: 72 —The habe. is 19 000 to be a 
bout L. 2200 Sterling. It has riſen about one half with- 
in theſe 6 years back ; by the accounts given of the land- 


rent of the pariſh, the factors ſay, that the whole is laid 


out in paying the 12 5 — One heritor reſides 
now in the Peri. is Nets ns 


— —The only thing W 3 in this way to 
be obſerved in the pariſh, are the remains of the Daniſh 
forts, which are all built in a circular form, of large whin 
ſtones, without any kind of cement; theſe towers, or forts, 
are to be ſeen in all the Hebrides. In the iſland of Ben- 
becula, a diſtrict of the pariſh, called, in Gaelic, Beian- 
Vealla, the remains of one of theſe towers, of a very large 
fze, are to be ſeen ; the name is Dun Elvine nean Ruarie, 
or the Tower of Elvina, the daughter of Rory; this Elvina 
being the daughter of ſome Daniſh chieftain, as traditionary 
account tells. There are alſo the remains of Druidical tem- 
ples ſtill viſible in many parts of the pariſh. Although 
by tradition, it is ſaid, that this iſland, in old times, abound- 
ed with wood, yet the ſmalleſt ſtump of a tree cannot now 
be ſeen in it; indeed, attempts were made lately to plant 
wood of different kinds, but there is the greateſt , 
ty * its comin 8 to any e 


300 ; Statytical Account 


NUMBER xxl. 
PARISH or NOR THVTT; 


| (Covyrr « or Invennzss, SYNOD or GLexELG, Pars: 
| BYTERY OF ere Wh 


By the Rev. Mr ALLAN MACQUEEN. | 


Naw, Situation, Extent, Soul and g Surface. 


TIST is taken from the 5 word, oſt hs 
15 nifying weſt in the Engliſh language, a name given 


to it by the Danes, when in. poſſeſſion of theſe countries, 


on account of its weſterly ſituation. North Uiſt lies near 
the middle of the Long Ifland. It is bounded on the 
N. N. E. by a ſound a mile broad, which divides it from 


Bernera, an iſland belonging to the pariſh of Harries; on 


the E. S. E. by a channel, which divides it from the Ille 


of Sky, and the continent of Scotland; on the S. S. W. by 


A ſtrand of conſiderable breadth, which is overflowed 
with the ſea at high water, and which dividia it from 
Benbecula, an iſland belonging to the pariſh of South Uilt; 


and on the W N. W. by the Atlantic Ocean. The 


gd of this pariſh cannot be exactly aſcertained, as it 
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of North Uitl, 30 


never was ſurveyed, nor divided into miles; but by allow- 
ing a computed mile to be equal to a mile and a half mea- 
ſured, there can be no great miſtake: According to this 
rule, the length of it, from the Sound of Bernera to the 
illand of Benbecula, in a ſtraight line, will be 20 meaſured 
miles, but 30 by following the ordinary tract that travel- 
lers take. The breadth of it varies, being in ſome places 
18, and in others 12 miles. Along the whole of the W. 
coaſt, and round the N. end of this iſland, (being almoſt the 
only parts of it that are cultivated), the country is low and 
level for the moſt part for a mile and a half from the ſhore 
to the moor. In this part of the country the ſoil is ſandy, 
eſpecially near the ſhore, and at ſome diſtance from it: Be- 


tween that and the moor is a thin black ground, covering 


either a hard gravel, or ſolid rock, interſperſe> in ſome 
places with flats and meadows. The reſt of the country 
conſiſts of a barren, ſoft, deep moor-ground, and mountains 
| of no great height, covered with heath. The cultivated 


part of the country, already mentioned, is extremely plea- 


fant and beautiful in ſummer and autumn, yielding in fa- 
vourable ſeaſons the moſt luxuriant crops of barley, and the 
richeſt paſture of white and red clover. But, though in 
the warm ſeaſon of the year no country in the Highlands 
can exhibit a more delightful proſpect, yet in winter and 
ſpring the ſcene is totally changed. The face of the coun- 
ry then is quite naked and bare, there being no trees nor 
high grounds to ſhelter it from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, The graſs is ſo ſoft and tender, that the winter rains 


and ſnow take away its ſubſtance ; ſo that cattle, during 


theſe ſeaſons, feed partly upon corn and ftraw, and partly 
| Upon ſea- weed, thrown in time of bad weather in great 
Uuantities upon the ſhore. | 


Yea 
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Sea 2 and Harkbours, —That oth of the et wk 

by the Atlantic is inacceſſible to veſſels of any burden, 
and even to ſmall boats, but in very good weather, on ac. 
count of the rocks, ſhoals, and breakers that ſurround it 
In bad weather, when the wind blows upon this part of the 
coaſt, the ſea ſwells to a prodigious height, and rolls with 
ninexpreſſible violence againſt the ſhores, GY a pro- 
ſpect awfully grand beyond deſcription. The coaſt on 
the E. fide of the country is bold, except where it is inter. 
ſected by inlets of the ſea, which form ſafe and comme. 
dious harbours. The harbour fartheſt to the northward i; 
called Cheeſebay, of eaſy acceſs from the S. E. where vel. 
ſels may ride with ſafety at all ſeaſons of the year. 8. « 
this lies the well-known harbour of Lochmaddie, much fre- 
quented by ſhips trading from Ireland, and the W. « 
England and Scotland to the Baltic. It extends 5 or 6 
miles into the country, . and, on account of the great num- 
ber of iſlands it contains, is ſubdivided into ſeveral harbours, 
which are all ſafe and commodious. This 1s certainly one 
of the beſt ſtations for a village in the Weſtern Iflands, 


being a good outlet for veſſels going either S. or N. and in 


the centre of the fiſhing ſtations from Ulapool to Tober- 
morry. A few miles S. of this harbour lies Lochevort, 
not much frequented on account of its vicinity to Loch: 
maddie. It extends 5 or 6 miles into the country. The 
entrance is narrow, but the anchoring ground ſafe. At ſome 
diſtance to the ſouthward lies the harbour of Rueheva, 
which is alſo very narrow at the entrance, and on that ac- 
count not much frequented. About a league farther S. lies 
the harbour of Kellin, formed on one fide by the iſland of 
Grimſay, and on the other by a barren iſland called Rhons. 
This harbour is very ſafe for veſſels of no great burden, 
and is near a good fiſhing ground. Round about theſe 


harbours, and all along the E, coaſt, the ground is barren, 
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mountainous, and almoſt uninhabited, which gives ſtrangers, 
who do not give themſelves the trouble of viſiting the cul- 


tivated parts of the country, a very ys idea 
of it. | = 


do —A as 6 to 5 ths Sth of North Uiſt lies 5 


Boreray, a fertile iſland, a mile and a half long, and half a 
mile broad. It is preſently poſſeſſed by a gentleman of 
the name of Maclean, whoſe predeceſſors have been in 
poſſeſſion of it for ſeveral generations back, one of whom, 
for ſervices done to the family of Macdonald, obtained, 
for the ſmall yearly rent of L. 12 Sterling, a very long leaſe 


of it, 57 years of which are to run after the preſent poſ- 


ſeſſors demiſe. Between this iſland and the main land of 


North Uiſt lies Orinſay, an iſland only at high water half 


a mile long, the ſoil ſandy for the moſt part, but fertile in 


fayourable ſeaſons. 3 miles weſtward of the laſt mentioned 


illand, but ſtill N. of the main land of North Uiſt, lies Val- 


lay, alſo an iſland only at high water, and ſeparated from 
the ſhore, when the tide is out, by a ſand 2 miles broad. 
It is a mile and a half long, not half a mile broad, the 
ſoil for the moſt part ſandy. It is beautiful and fertile in 


corn and graſs, when the ſummer 1s rainy, but yields 


very little of either when the ſeaſon is the reverſe. In 
the winter and ſpring it is quite barren, the ſurface 
being covered with ſand, which a gale from the N. W. 
never fails to blow over it. 2 leagues to the weſtward 


of North Uiſt lies Heiſker, nearly 2 miles in length, but 
very narrow. The ſoil is ſandy, yields very little graſs 


at any time, and is only valuable on account of its kelp | 
ſhores, and a ſmall quantity of grain it produces. The 


lands of Kirkboſt and Ileray lie ſtretched along the W. 


coaſt of North Uiſt, pretty cloſe to it, and ſeparated 
tom it, and from one another, by a ſand which the ſea 


werflows at high water. The former is x mile long, but 
„„ very 
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very narrow ; the ſoil ſandy, les quite ap to the 
Weſtern Ocean, which makes yearly encroachments, and 
is in danger of being ſoon blown away by the wind. The 
latter is 3 miles long, and half a mile broad in molt places. 
The ſoil is partly ſandy, and partly black ground, yielding 

tolerable crops of barley and paſture for cattle. South of 
the main land of North Uiſt, between it and Benbecula, lies 
| Grimſay, an iſland only at high water. This is a barren 
| iſland, 2 miles in length, and covered w ith heath ; but is 
very valuable on account of its kelp ſhores. It is in the 
| poſſeſſion of Mr Maclean of Boreray, and is | eluded in 
the lon g leaſe irs mentioned. 


Peace. Wiley: and ſmall oats are the only kinds of 
grain that this pariſh produces; the quantity and value of 
which can hardly be aſcertained, on account of the variable- 
neſs of the ſeaſons. The only method of finding out, with 
any degree of preciſion, the average quantity, is from a 
| ſtate of the multure. The 13th part of the grain ground 
in the mills is taken up by the millers for multure, of 
which they are obliged to pay 180 bolls to the proprietor. 


As they are bound to keep the mills (of which there are; 


in the pariſh) in repair, they will require 8 bolls each for 
that purpoſe; and alſo 18 bolls each for the ſupport of 
their families, ſo that the 13th part will amount to 238, 
2nd conlequently the whole that 15 brought to the mills 
will amount to 3354 bolls. Beſides this quantity, there 
are at leaſt 500 bolls given as provender to cows and horſes. 
In favourable ſeaſons, indeed, the quantity will be a great 
deal more; but in bad ſeaſons it will fall fa; ſhort of it. A 
dry ſummer ſcorches the ſandy ſoil, and a wet ſtormy au. 
tumn deſtroys every thing the ground produces. A ſcarcity 
is the conſequence. In this caſe, recouris muſt be had to the 
importation of low. country meal, which is purchaſed 4 

| — — 


8 Oo North D* . — 
an average for 17 8. the boll; It in very bad years, Fol 
as the years 1783 and 1784, at 248. The ſeaſon, indeed, 
muſt be very favourable, when the country produces a 
quantity ſufficient for the ſupport of the inhabitants. The 
returns in barley are from 15 to 20, though there are a fe 


inſtances of more than 50 fold. The boll of this country 


meal confiſts of 16 pecks; and if at any time a perſon has 


any that he can diſpoſe of to his neighbour, it is ſold at 13s. 


4d. Potatoes are alſo a conſiderable part of the pro- 
duce of this pariſh, being cultivated for a few years back 
to a much greater extent than formerly. The quantity 
cannot be aſcertained ; but it is become ſo plentiful, that it 
makes the principal part of the food of the inhabitaats for 
5 months of the year. The manure chiefly uſed here is 
ſea-weed, which is thrown upon the ſhores in bad weather. 
This manure, though favourable to the production of bar- 
ley, does not at all enrich the ground ſo much as dung, 
which is alſo uſed, though not in great quantities. Kelp 


is the principal part of the produce of this pariſh, the ma- 


nufacturing of which was totally unknown here, as well as 
in every other part of the Highlands, till about the year 
1735, when it was but imperfectly introduced by one 
Rory Macdonald, whom a gentleman in this country 
(Hugh Macdonald, late tackſman of Balliſhar) had invited 
over from Ireland, for the purpoſe of making expert- 
ments“. The quantity. of kelp manufactured Fourly in 
Vor. XIII. 18 7 this 
* In his firſt attempts, he als ed the ſea-weed to aſhes, on which 
account he was called Rhuary-na-inahigh, or, Kory, maker of alhes.” 
At firſt it fold at L. 1, 18. a ton; but gradually roſe in value, t till ſome 
tine after the breaking out of the American war, when it drew about 
L. 8 the ton at the different markets in England an Scotland, Since the 
cloſe of the war, the price has been on the decline, on account of the im- 


bertation of great quantities of barilla and vot-aes: and it is now ſo low, 
| that 
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thik pariſh will amount to a little more - Hits 200 tons, the 
_ greateſt part of which is in the hands of the proprietor; 
150 tons belong to Mr Maclean of Boreray, and the reſt ty 
principal tackſmen, whoſe leaſes are not yet expired. All 
the inhabitants of the pariſh are employed in manufadu- 
ring kelp from the 10th of June till the roth of Auguſt; 
excepting the principal tackſmen and their ſervants, with a 
few tradeſmen. 


| Co WS, W and Sheep —Though there may 7 Gi 
' 2000 cows, yet the number exported yearly will not ex- 
ceed 300, owing to the numbers that die of want, and to 


diſtempers, to which they are here more liable than in any 


other part of the Highlands. They are ſold in the month 
: of June at a public fair, to drovers from different countries, 
at different prices, according to their value, from L. 2,51 
to L. 2, 15 s. a-head; and there have been a few inftances 
of parcels drawing L. 3. The riſk and expenſe of ferrying 
cattle to the iſle of Sky, make them of leſs value here 
than in that country. The price of a milch-cow is at an 
average L.3, 10s. The number of horſes may amount 
at leaſt to 1600. Their value in general 1s from L. 2 to 
L. 6, excepting a few that the principal tackſmen keep for 

the plongh, which may be Valued from L. 8 to L. 13 
There 


that it is to be feared the manufacturi ig of it will be given up entirely, 
{to the utter ruin of the tenants of this pariſh), unleſs Government, t 


encourage home- manufacture, may louk upon the commodities uſed i inthe 


piace of. It as proper objects of taxation. 


It may be a matter of ſurpriſe, that one pariſh ſhould require as many 
horſes as a county in ſome other parts of the kingdom. But when it is 
conſidered, that the ſandy ſoil here requires a greater quantity of manure 
than any other ; that this manure is carried (not in carts, but in ſmall 
crreels on horſeback) to the diſtance of a mile in ſome places; that the 
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There are no farms here fit for ſheep; but every te- 


nant endeavours to rear as many as will furniſh him 


with a little mutton and wool for clothing. They never 
thrive ſo well as to enable the tenant to export any. The 
number of ſheep in the whole pariſh may amount to near 
5000, of a very ſmall unmixed breed, covered with fine 
ſhort wool, of which about 15 fleeces go to a ſtone. The 
price of a ſheep with lamb i is 45. 6 d. and of a wedder the 
fame. | 


Implements of Huſbandry.—Although no country can be 
more capable of being improved than this, little has hi- 


therto been done to recover it from a ſtate of nature. The 


implements of huſbandry, with very few exceptions, are the 
fame kind that were uſed a century back. The plough ge- 
nerally uſed is little known any where elſe beyond the 


Long Iſland. It is drawn by 4 horſes, has only one handle, 


which the perſon who directs it holds in his right hand, as 


he walks beſide it, having in his left a laſh to drive the 
horſes. Before this plough is a machine drawn by one 
horſe, to which is fixed a crooked iron, of the torm of a 


reaping-hook, to cut the ground, ſo that the plough may 
turn it up with greater facility. The number of men and 
horſes requiſite to keep this plough a-going, makes it very 
expenſive, It requires one man to cred the plough, and 


another 


plough uſed here requires more horſes to keep it agoing than any other ; 
that the fuel is carried in the ſame manner that the manure is, at the 
diſtance of a mile and a half, and 2 miles in ſome places; that the kelp 
ware is led by horſes from the ſhore to the drying ground, and from thence 
do the kilns, in which it is to be burnt; the occaſion for ſuch a number of 
lorſes will in ſome meaſure he accounted for. The great number of 
working horſes requiſite to carry on the buſineſs of the farmer does not 
allow him to keep breeding mares, ſo that horſes are in great numbers 
early imported from the iſle of Sky and Lewis, which occaſions 8 à con- 
tant Grain of caſh from the pariſh, 
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another to lead the horſes, one to direct the i iron that cuts 

the ground before the plough, and another to lead the horſe 
that draws it. The gentlemen who poſſeſs the principal 
farms have given up this aukward machine, and introduced 
in its place the plough generally uſed in the low country, 
which they find much more convenient, The thin ground, 


= which does not admit of the plough, is turned up with an 


inſtrument called the crooked {pade, which is deſcribed by 
Dr Johnſon in his tour. There are only 8 carts in the 
pariſh, where ſome hundreds might be uſed to advantage; 
moſt of the farms being ſo level, that carts might be eakily 
drawn « over them. | 


Climate —t no country. can the climate be more varia. 


ble than in this. There are inſtances of froſt, ſnow, lect, 


and deluges of rain, in the courſe of the ſame day. High 


gales of wind are frequent throughout the year, but parti- 


cularly the vernal and autumnal equinoxes are attended / 
with ſtorms that ſometimes prove fatal in their elects upon 


corn and cattle. Weſterly winds, with hazy weather, 
prevail for two- thirds of the yeer. At the ſame time, the 
climate is not unhealthy, there being no diſtempers pecu- 
Har to it; coughs, colds, and the rheumatiſm, Nn 
here 3 as in other places. 


Freſh I, POR EV al is ſuch a number of fresh. 


water lakes in this pariſh, that a perſon ſtanding on the 


top of a hill in the middle of it, would imagine, that 20h 
part of it is covered with water. Some of theſe lakes 
are very large, and contain a great number of rocks 
and iſlands, where wild-fowl, ſuch as geeſe, ducks, fea” 
gulls, &c. build their neſts, and hatch their young. The 
whole of them are full of trout, which, in ſize and quality, 
are equal to any in the kingdom, 
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State of Property. Lord Macdonald is ſole proprietor 
ef this pariſh, and his predeceſſors have been in poſſeſſion 
of it for ſeveral centuries back. He is the repreſentative 
of the Earls of Roſs, whoſe hiſtory is well known, and 
who, in point of power and antiquity, yielded to none of 
the Scots barons. The rents in the year 1763, including 

kelp-ſhores, amounted to upwards of L. 1200. In 1771, 
they amounted to L. 1800, including kelp-ſhores. The 

preſent land- rents amount to L. 2100, beſides the profits 
ariſing from the ſale of 800 tons kelp, the amount of 
which cannot be aſcertained, on account of the fluctuating 
ſlate of the price of that article. The tenants may be di- 
vided into 2 claftes : 1, The gentlemen farmers or tackſ- 
men, who poſſeſs one or more farms each; and, 24/y, The 
ſmall tenants, a number of whom live together in a farm, 
according to the value and extent of it. The diviſion of 
tenants into theſe two claſſes is not peculiar to this pariſn, 

but extends to all the weſtern iſlands, and the adjacent 
parts of the continent. The firſt of theſe claſſes, name - 
ly, the. gentlemen farmers, are for the moſt part the de- 
ſcendents of the different branches of the tamilies of the 
chiefrains, on whoſe eſtate they live. Of old, when the 
chieftains lived upon their own eſtates, and had no encou- 
tagement to ſend their Younger ſons as adventurers to 2 
foreign land, they planted them about them upon their own 
properties, and gave them portions of lands for ſmall year- 
y rents, which were continued with their deſcendents from 

me generation to another. At the expiration of one 
leaſe, another was granted nearly upon the ſame terms *. 


The 


The chie ftain pr ided! ck upon the number of his gentlemen ſo 
much, that he looked upon himſelf as their common father. In their 
tiſtreſs he relieved their wants, and when one of them died, he became 


the 
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The preſent ſet of Petter e in this pariſh, wt 
though few in number, men of a hberal education, why 
would be an ornament to ſociety even in a more public part 
of the kingdom. They are renowned for their hoſpit 
lity, which the ſtrangers, who travel throngh the country, 
can atteſt, and which they find very convenient, there he 
ing no inns or public houſes for their accommodation, 
| The 2d claſs of tenants have the lands divided in ſmil 
portions among them. The diviſion of farms is into per 
nies, half-pennies, and farthings. The greateſt part d 
this claſs of tenants poſſeſs half a- penny each, ſome one- 
third of a penny, and ſome one-fourth, or a farthing 
lands. All the cattle on the ſame farm feed in common, 
each tenant being reſtricted to a certain number, according 
to his diviſion of lands. The ſtate of this claſs of tenant 


will beſt be illuſtrated by an inſtance ; ſo that when the in 


comes and expenſes are compared, a diſcovery will be made 
on which fide the balance lies. A tenant pofleſling half 
8 „ 


the guardian of his children, and the executor of his will; which tu 
was in general executed with fidelity. On the other hand, when the 
chieftain was threatened with. danger from the invaſion or encroachments 
of his neighbours, his gentlemen flocked to his caſtle to aſſiſt in bis del. 
berations, and to offer their ſervices. If war was determined upon, they, 
with their adherents, followed him to the field, to ſupport his pretenſions, 
and ſhare his fate. By this means the ſtrongeſt attachment was eſtabliſh 
ed between them, partly on the ties of conſanguinity, and partly on mu. 
tual ſervices. This attachment continued unimpaired, till the rebellion 
in the year 1745, which, though attended with the happy conſequence of 
civilizing the Highlanders, and making them good and loyal ſub jecte 
yet was attended with this diſadvantage, that it weakened the att: ch- 
ment between the chieftains and their people; ſor ſince that period, the 
chieftains, from different motives, have withdrawn themſelves from 
their eſtates, have become unacquainted with their people, whom they 
viſit but ſeldom, are not fo attentive to the ties of conſanguiaity, and are 
become leſs ſcrupul us in removing the tackſmen from their farms, i 


higher offer is made than the poſſeſſors can afford to pay. 
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Jenny ads, if he has any grown up children to aſſiſt him, : 
will, by manufaQuring kelp, make about L.6 Sterling 
yearly. He has 6 cows, that 1s to ſay, as many great and 


them will probably be milch-cows. One of their calves 


nother may be ſuppoſed to die by accident, or through 
want, before the time it ſhould be fit for the market, ſo 


which he may be allowed to draw L. 2, 8s. at an average, 


b and which, added to the L.6 above mentioned, will a. 
a monnt to the ſum of L. 8, 8s. This is his whole year- 

1 income, having nothing elſe that he can turn into 
1 money. On the other hand, this man pays T. x" 48. rent, - 


year, at the average price of L 3, 108. which makes L. 1, 
lands may ſupply his family with meal, yet he is for or- 


wi Wh "otters are not exaggerated, when it is ſaid, that he buys 


the r boll a-year, at the average price of I78. From this : 


latement, this tenant has only a balance of 12 8. in his 
it. Wh bendry, and perhaps boat, in repair; for buying iron, tar, 
ſpades, flax, and ſeveral other articles that a tenant has oc- 


ether fall in arrears to the proprietor, or become indebt- 
be to thoſe from whom he buys his neceſſaries; ſo that if 


p the rents, and others in exacting their lawful debts, 
many ſuch would find themſelves much diſtreſſed. 


the 


Mall as will be equal to 6 grown up cows. Three of 


will be killed, in order to have 2 of the cows coupled, a- 


that this man has only one cow yearly to diſpoſe of, for : 


ncluding public burdens. As he muſt keep 6 horſes, he 
will be under the neceſſity of buying one every ſecond 


155. a- year. Though in an extraordinary good year, his 


linary obliged to buy that neceſſary article; ſo that 


Wi fercur, for the purpoſe of buying all his other neceſſaries 5 
a bach as timber, for keeping his houſes, implements of huſ- 


* calon for throughout the year. This man, therefore, will 


the proprietor's chamberlain ſhould be rigorous in taking 


Population, &e—According to Dr Webſter” s report, 
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the number of ſouls in 1755 was W ſtate of " 
pulation at any former period cannot exactly be alcertai 


ed, there being no liſt to which a reference can be made; 
but at preſent, from an exact liſt lately taken, it amount 


; to 3218 ſouls, which i in the opinion of the oldeſt people 
in the pariſh, is more than a third above what it was yg 
| years ago. 


This great increaſe of population is owing 
principally to 3 cauſes: I/, The preference given by the 


_ proprietor to the ſmall tenants ; 2dly, To early marriages; 
and, 3dly, To inoculation, which is now become fo general, 


that the poor people, to avoid expenſes, inoculate their 
own children with ſurpriſing ſucceſs. They are all, with 


a very few exceptions, natives of the pariſh, and of the 
_ Eftabliſhed religion, excepting 4 of the Romiſh perſuaſion, 


The average of births, deaths, and marriages, cannot be 


_ aſcertained for want of a pariſh regiſter ; but the miniſter 


remembers, that during the currency of the year 1792, he 
celebrated 25 marriages. Below, is a Table, containing 
a liſt of the inhabitants, claſſed according to ſex and age, 


as exactly as could be done, without the hep. of a re 


* 
Vears. Males. Females, 
Below 10, = 497 438 
From 10 to 20, 306 32 
From 20 to 30, 248 272 
From 30 to 40, - 204 217 
From 40 to 50, 2720: 177 
From 50 to 60, 97 98 
From 60 to 70, 72 75 
From 750 to 80, 22 26 
From 80 to 90, 11 12 
From go to 100, i 2 
1578 1640 


Tradeſmen. 
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TaabEsMEx. 
Smiths, VU 5 Boat Carpenters, 10 
Tailors 5 25 Houſe ditto, e 
bender OS. = | 23 "wy | 5 3 : 


There are only 2 tba by profeſſion, the people Ly 
for the moſt patt making their own ſhoes. There are 40 
women who work at the loom. There is 1 ſurgeon, r_ 
merchant, 1 ſchoolmaſter. ; There are 460 families, ſo 
that, at an average, there is nearly 7 to a family. There 
are 460 houſes that are inhabited. There are 860 married 
perſons, male and female: 25 widowers; 34 widows.— 
There are 180 boats, from 2 tons burden ts 8 tons; which, 
at an average, may be valued at L. 5, the whole amount- 
ing to L. goo. There 1s likewiſe 1 ſloop, of 70 tons, and 
another, of 30 tons burden, both built in the pariſh. — 
The number of ploughs amounts to 200 *. 


F. Meries.— 5 


1 Mages, Sc. Men ſervants are of 2 ſorts, married and unmarried. 
The yearly wages of unmarried ſervants are from L. 2, 108. to L 3, be- 
fides ſhoes: Young lads, from 12 to 14 years, have from L. 1 to L. 23 
and an unmarried grieve, from L. 5 to IL. 6. The married ſervants have 
the price of their labour paid them in quite a different manner. Each of 
them has a milch cow. with its followers, ranging with his maſter's cows 
throughout the year, with graſs for a few ſheep ; he has the labouring of 
tome ground, which is carried on at the maſter's expenſe, and which 
produces about 3 bolls meal, beſides ſome potato ground, which v.elds 
from-$ to 10 barrels. A married grieve has graſs for 3 or 4 milch cows, 
with their tollowers, as alſo grais for ſome ſheep, beſides the Jabouring 
of ſo much ground, as will yield from 6 to 19 bol!s meal, beſides pota- 
toes. The married ſervant has alſo 5 bolls meal yearly for his mainte- 
nance and a free houſe, and fuel. The unmarried ſervants are much 
cheaper; but on account of the common people's early marriage, they 
are very few in number, which is the only cauſe why maſters hire ſuch as 
have families. There are no labourers to be had for day's wages, ſo that 
| | | | | the 
Vol. XIII. 7 
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Fiſheries —The conſtant round of employ ment in which 


the people are engaged throughout the year, puts it out 
of their power to pay any attention to fiſhing, though, 
without doubt, the ſea all around the coaſt abounds 
with fiſh of different kinds. Soon after the ſowing ſea. 
| ſon (which generally is from the beginning of April to 


the latter end of May) 1s over, they remove, with their 


cows, ſheep and horſes, to the eaſt coaſt, where the kelp 
| ſhores for the moſt lie; and where they continue manu- 
facturing kelp till the roth of Auguſt. About the begin. 
ning of September, they begin to cut down their corn, 
and it is in general the latter end of October before they 
can ſecure it in their corn- yards. They begin to manure 
the ground very early in winter, and continue at it when 
the weather permits, till the ſowing ſeaſon comes on 2. 
gain. The preſent laws reſpecting ſalt are a great bar in 


the wav of fiſhing, n the 9 could otherwiſe at- 


tend to it. 


Stipend, Poor, School. There « are 6 places of worltipi in 


the pariſh *. 
There 


the maſters are under the neceffity of hiring their ſervants for the year, 
which obliges them to keep the ſame number when they have leaſt a 
when they have moſt occaſion for them. The wages of women fers ants 
are Wy low, not exceeding L. 1 at moſt. 


** Theſe are, Kilmuir, in the centre, where there is a church in very 


zood repair, and where the miniſter officiates 2 Sundays ſucceſſively ; ano- 
ther place of worſhip is at Clachan, in the diſtrict called Sand, at the 
Hiſtance of 13 miles from the former, where the miniſter officiates every 
third Sunday, There is no church at preſent in this place, the houſe in 
vhich divine ſervice uſed to be performed having lately fallen to ruin. 
A third place of worſhip, is Sollas, at the diſtance of 7 miles from Kil- 
muir, where the miniſter officiates once in the quarter, He is alſo bound 
Ws to 
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There is & glebe, but no manſe, the proprietor furniſh- 
ing the preſent incumbent with a houſe on the farm he poſ- 
ſeſſes. The King is patron. The ſtipend is 1200 merks 
Scots, and the allowance for communion-elements 60 merks. 
e number of poor to whom charity is given amounts 
to 59. The only fund for their ſupport ariſes from the 
fines of delinquents, the collections made at the church- 
doors on Sundays, and at the time ſet apart for the cele- 
ration of the Lord's Supper. Lord Macdonald alſo orders 
a few penſions for the benefit of the moſt needy. But 
the poor are indebted for their principal ſupport to the 
people at large, among whom they go about begging, and 
who are in general very charitable.— There is only one 
ſchool in the pariſh. The Committee for managing the 
Royal Bounty pay L. 25 a- year of the ſalary, to which 
is joined the parochial ſalary of 200 merks Scots. The 
number of ſcholars is in general from 40 to 60, 10 of 
' whom in general read latin; the reſt ſtudy geography, 
| book-keeping, arithmetic, writing, and reading Engliſh. 
This ſchool fends one yearly to College. There have been 
2 at the Univerſity laſt winter, who got the rudiments of 
their education at this ſchool . 


Fuel. — 


to preach once in the year in each of the iſlands of Borreray and Heiſker. 

Cariniſh, the fartheſt ſouth part of the pariſh, is alſo a place of worſhip, 

at the diſtance of 12 miles from Kilmuir, where the miniſter uſed to 

preach once in the quarter, but it is now a part of the charge of the miſ- 
ſonary ſtationed at Benbecula, on the eſtabliſhment of rhe Committee 
for managing his Majeſty's bounty, for reformation of the Highlands, 
Ae. | : | | 


* Dr Kemp, Secretary to the Society for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, who was in ſammer 1791 employed upon a tour through theſe 
parts of the Highlands, with the intention of difcovering thoſe ſtations 
here miſſionaries and ſchoolmaſters on the Society's eſtabliſument were 


moſt 


316 = 7 : Statiſtical Account 


| Fuel —The fuel uſed here is peat, which is procured at 
an immenſe labour and expenſe. Nothing contributes 
more to retard the progreſs of improvements, than the time, 
expenſes, and number of hands requiſite to ſecure a fuſſ 
dient quantity of peats. It is cut down in the month of 
April with irons made for the purpoſe. Four men to an 
iron, 30 of which will hardly be ſufficient to Tupply 3 a 
tackſman 5 family and ſervants with fuel . 


2 neceſſary, pointed out 2 populous diſtricts in this pariſh, vis. Pa- 
Þ! le and Sand, as places deſerving the attention of the Society, and where 
ſchools wight be erected to great advantage. He alſo fixed upon the laſt 
mentioned place. a diſtrict containing 800 ſouls, with the adjacent iſlands 
of Berwea and Paba, belonging to the pariſh of Harris, as a proper ſta- 


tion for a miſſionary. The Society, always ready to beſtow their funds 


where they may beſt promote the objects of their inſtitution, propole to 
grant a ſalary of L. 50 yearly to a miſſionary to be employed in the above 


ation, and L.. 1 5 yearly to each of 2 ſchoolmaſters to be employed in the 


diſtricts already mentioned; if the proprietor ſhould co-operate with their 


views, ſo far as to grant certain accommodations required by the Society. 


His Lordſhip has not hitherto ſignified his acquieſcence ; ; and it is hoped, 
7 that he will not long withhold his countenance from a meaſure tending 
ſo much to promote the civil and religious intereſts of his tenants. 


: | 
When it hardens 2 little, it requires near the ane number of hands 


to raiſe it on end, for the purpoſe of drying. The next ſtep, is to put 


it into ſtacks near the peat moſs, , which requires a great number of men 


and horſes, but the greateſt part of the whole trouble and expenſe lies. 
in leading them i in creels by horſes a mile and a half, and in ſome places 


two miles, to their reſpective homes ; ſo that this buſineſs of procuring 
a ſufficient quantity of fuel, employs the tackſmens men-ſervants, from 
the month of May to the iſt of September, excepting the time ſpent in 
making heath ropes for ſecuring their houſes. The ſmall tenants are 


employed every hour they can ſpare from other neceſſary Occupations, in 


furniſhing themſelves with peats ; and after all they can do, they ſeldom 
have but a ſcanty ſupply of that neceſſary article, In very rainy ſeaſons, 
ſuch as the year 1799, there has been ſuch a ſcarcity of fuel as to oblige 


ry: - £9 with their horſes ſeveral miles for heath to dreſs their vice 
uals with, ö 5 


Emigration. — 
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| Enigrations.— The ſudden riſe of the land-rents was 
certainly the original cauſe of emigrations from the iſle of 
Sky and Uiſt to America. Thoſe who found a difficulty 


in ſupporting their families when the rents were low, could 


not be perſuaded that any exertions in induſtry would e- 


12ble them to live with any degree of comfort, when raiſed 


1 third more at leaſt. This determined ſeveral of them to 


look out for an aſylum ſome where elſe. Copies of letters 
from perſons who had emigrated ſeveral years before to 


America, to their friends at home, containing the moſt 


fattering accounts of the province of North Carolina, were 


circulated among them. The implicit faith given to theſe 
accounts made them reſolve to deſert their native country, 


and to encounter the dangers of croſſing the Atlantic to 
ſettle in the wilds of America. From 1771 to 1775, ſe- 
veral thouſands emigrated from the weſtern Highlands to 
America, among whom were more than 200 from North 
Uiſt. Theſe in their turn gave their friends at home the 
fame flattering accounts that induced themſelves to go, ſo 


that theſe countries would in a ſhort time have been drained 


of their inhabitants, had it not been for the American war. 
However, it will be acknowledged, that in this pariſh, 
thoſe who took the benefit of the leaſes granted at that 


that time, never lived in greater affluence than during the 


currency of them, owing to the ſudden and great advance 


in the price of kelp, occaſioned by the American war. 


dince the cloſe of the war, the rage for emigration has 
broke out again in different parts of the Highlands. To 
produce this, other cauſes have concurred with that already 
mentioned. The ſenſe of grievances, whether real or ima- 
ginary; the fear of having the fruits of their induſtry called 


for by their landlords, many of whom think they have a 


right to the earnings of the tenants, except what barely 


ſupports life; the want of employment for ſuch as have 
: no 
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o lands to cultivate; the encouragements held out to then 
by their friends, who are already ſettled in that country, 
of living in a ſtate of much greater affluence with leſs l. 
bour; and the facility of procuring a property for a ſmall 
ſum of money, the produce of which they can call their 
own, and from which their removal does not depend on 
the will of capricious maſters. Theſe are the principal 
_ motives that determine people now to emigrate to America, 
without at all attending to the difficulties and diſcourage- 
ments in their way, ariſing from the danger they muſt en. 
counter in croſſing the ſeas; the expenſe and trouble of 
removing with their families ſome 100 miles from ſhore, 
for the benefit of enjoying the ſociety of their friends, who 

| have gone before them; the inconvenience of buying all 
their neceſſaries, till ſach time as they are enabled to live 
by the fruits of their own labour, and the diſagreeable el. 
fects that a change of climate may have on their healths 
and conſtitutions. This contagion has not, indeed, done 
much to the prejudice of this pariſh fince the cloſe of the 
American war, excepting, that after a leaſe that Lord Mac- 
donald had of his lands lately, there' were ſome murmur- 
ings, which produced a general deſire to emigrate, but 
which his Lordihip in ſome meaſure removed by augment- 
ing the manufaQuring fees of kelp ; however, the people 
are ſtill in ſuch a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, that very trifling cir- 
cumſtances may weigh down the ſcale in favour of emi- 
gration. To put 2 flop to the preſent rage for emigration 
requires very nice management in the proprietors. Tit 
old attachment between them and their people mult in 
ſome meaſure be renewed; long leaſes muſt be granted to 
ſecure the tenants the poſſeſſion of their lands for a period 
of years, to remove their apprehenſions of frequent calb 
upon them for an augmentation of rent. A. melioration 
for improvements to a certain extent ought to be * 
1 wit 
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with preminms to the moſt deſerving. ara es alt 
he eſtabliſhed for the benefit of ſuch as have no lands to en- 
ge their attention, and villages muſt be erected for the 


he driven from the plough, may find an aſylum, and be- 
ft wholly to the proprietors. The community at large 
ock Company have diſcovered a laudable zeal to promote 
the general good of the Highlands, and have made ſuch be- 
zinnings as their ſmall capital would permit: but their ex- 
ertions muſt be feeble to bring about this defirable end, 


The Highlands have a claim upon the attention of Go- 


„ Wl verument, being inhabited by as loyal ſubjects as can be 


* found in his Majeſty's dominions, and having furniſhed, 
* frequently, numbers of brave fellows, who have figna- 


_ led themſelves in all the corners of the world, fighting for 
Ir their King and country. It is a matter of ſurpriſe, that the 


ut Highlands have ſo long been neglected by Government, and 


nt. that while they lay out ſo much of the public money in 


ple ſettling diftant colonies, a channel ſhould be left open, 


ir- whereby a confiderable part of the mother country may be 
ni- drained of its valuable inhabitants; but this cannot long be 


101 the cafe ; it is to be hoped, that the time is approaching when 
"he a relaxation from war, and other objects of importance, will 


in lord them leiſure to direct their attention to theſe remote 


| to corners. Then means will be made uſe of that will be 
adequate to an object of ſuch magnitude as the improve- 
ment of the Highlands. Towns and villages will rife in 


the 


benefit of thoſe who may diſcover a ſpirit for commerce, 
and where thoſe who, by the ſeverity of their maſters, may 


take themſelves to other occupations ; but this is not to be 


are intereſted, and may reap ſome benefit from the im- 
prorement and proſperity of the Highlands. The joint- | 


without aid from the foſtering hand of Government. 


düferent places, where nature has furniſhed the moſt ad- 
"atageous ſituations; lands, that are now barren, will, in 


markable, is their great fize, and their diſtance from any 
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the vicinity of theſe villages, be brought to a ſtate of cut; 
vation; population, which under the preſent diſadvantage 
ſtill makes a rapid progreſs, will then increaſe to a mug 
greater degree; an entire ſtop will be put to the ſpirit fy 
emigration ; new ſources of wealth will ſpring up from a 
_ extenſion of commerce and manufactures; a nurſery fo 
| ſeamen, in which the ſtrength of the Britiſh nation in 4 
great meaſure conſiſts, will be eſtabliſhed : So that the Hiph. 
land, which now wear a gloomy aſpect, will then become 
a een part of the Britiſh empire. 


ee There is a number of Druidical temples 
in this pariſh, differing little from others in ſeveral parts of 
the Highlands, which are already deſcribed, particularly by 
Dr Smith of Campbeltown, in his hiſtory of the Druid 
There are 2 very large heaps of ſtones, thrown together 
without order or regularity, near the tops of two hill in 
the middle of the pariſh. What makes theſe any way re- 


place where ſtones could be found. Some of the ſtones ar 
ſo large, that it is inconceivable by what mode of convey: 
ance they were carried up hill to the ground where they 
lie. They ſeem to be the tumuli of leaders of great it- 
| fluence, who have ſignalized themſelves by their valour 01 
accompliſhments *, . 


MWiſcellancons 


There are many Daniſh forts in this pariſh, ſome of them built on 
rocks in the middle of freſh water lakes acceſſible from the ſhore by? 
cauſeway, raiſed almoſt to a level with the water, and others built ol 

high ground in different parts of the country, 2 of them being in view of 
one another, for the purpoſe of communicating the alarm ſpeedily, i 
caſe of danger or invaſion, In a part of the pariſh, called Cariniſh, there 


is a church called Teampul na Trianade, or Trinity Temple, which tit 
| | | — dition 
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 Mikellinetis esrb. Nears has furniſhed this . 
| pariſh, when the tide 1s out, with the beſt road that can be 


& 
ch in any country, being for the moſt part over plains and ex- 
r tenfive ſands; but when theſe ſands are overflowed with 


the ſea, the traveller muſt go by a more tedious path, 
where there are very bad ſteps, eſpecially in winter wea- = 
ther. However, theſe ſteps will ſoon become very good = 4: 
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2 | 
. road, as the people were made to work at them for ſome 1 I 
ne days in the ſpring ſeaſon for two years paſt, and muſt "2 
continue to do ſo till they are finiſhed. It may be a mat- 1 
ter of ſurpriſe, that though no trees grow at preſent in this 5 ; 


pariſh, the time has been when the whole face of it was 
covered with wood. The truth of this aſſertion is evident 
from this circumſtance, that the roots of trees are found in | 
peat moſſes, in different parts, and even below high water 
mark; where the ſand is waſhed away by the ſea, or blown 
away by the wind, they plainly appear in a kind of black 
foil, or rather moſs. This is the caſe, particularly in the 
iſland of Vallay. The only method of accounting for this 
is, that the ſpray of the Atlantic Ocean, which is carried 
by the welterly winds in the atmeſphere over the whole 
illand, is unfavourable to the growth of trees. This is 
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N- clearly proved from experiments frequently made of plant- | i 
of ing trees in gardens, where they ſpring up faſt to the height 4 "oY 
of the garden-wall, but never higher; and though it is „ 


evident that the iſland was once covered with trees, it 
muſt have been at a period when the ocean was at a greater 


Yor, NAI. e WE. diſtance, 


n 
s dition gives out to be the oldeſt building of the kind in the Highlands, 
| What corroborates this tradition is, that from the circumſtance of 1ts 


being dedicated to the Trinity, it ſeems to have been built before the 
Romiſh kalendar was made known in theſe parts; all churches built linen | 
that period Dong. dedicated to hints | 
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i diftarice, that i 15 to far, when the lands extended a | great 
deal farther to the weſtward * os 


4 0 es and Diſcdvantages.—The inhabitants of this 


| pariſh enjoy the great advantage, that no ſervices are ex. 
_ ated. They are likewiſe ſupphed by the proprietor, with 
| low-country meal, and ſome other uſeful and neceſſary ar. 
ticles at prime coſt. The diſadvantages they labour under, 
ariſing from the number of horſes they muſt keep, the la. 
bour and expenſe of ſecuring fuel, and the want of tim- 
ber, which they muſt buy from other countries at a dear 
rate, have already been obſerved : but one great diſadvan- 
tage they labour under, and for which a remedy has been 
offered, is, that the means they enjoy of being inſtructed 
in religious and uſeful Knowledge, are not adequate to 
theſe great ends. For: it 15 impoſſible that one clergyman, 
E bowerer 


* For it is evident, that the ſea makes conſiderable encroachments, even 
in the courſe of one generation, fo that in the courſe of many, it may be 
ſuppoſed to have waſhed away a great extent of country. The rocks and 
ſhoals, and banks of ſand, extending a great way to the weſt, corroborate 
this hypotheſis, There are 2 rocks to the weſtward, the one at the dif- 
tance of 16, and the other, of 4 miles from ſhore, inhabited only by 
ſeals, which the poſſeſſors of the farms theſe rocks belong to, attempt to 


kill once a- year, either in the month of October or November; for this 


_ purpoſe, they ule clubs or long ſticks, heavy at one end, and with which 


they ſtrike them on the head, a blow in any other part being ineffectual. 
Theſe rocks have once been very valuable; but for ſome years back, their 


inhabitants have, for the moſt part, deſerted them, and betaken themicive 


to other habitations, where they probably meet with milder treatment. 
This pariſh once abounded with deer; but on account of the increaſe 


of population, the ground that afforded them the beſt paſture formerly, 15 


now partly cultivated, and partly covered with cows and ſheep. There is 


a variety of wild fowl, which may afford recreation to the ſportſman, ſuch 
as geeſe, ducks of different kinds, moor-fowl, ſnipe, plovers, pigeons, 
with numberleſs tribes of a ſmaller kind, too tedious to mention. 
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however aſſiduous he may be in the diſcharge of his duty, 
can be equal to the taſk of inſtructing in the principles 
of religion, ſuch a multitude of people diſperſed over a 
great tract of country, many of them in ſituations ſo diſ- 
continuous to the places of worſhip, that they hardly have 
an opportunity of hearing the word of God preached once 
in the twelvemonth. It may alſo be affirmed, that the 
labours of one ſchoolmaſter, however centrical his fitua- 
tion may be, cannot be of extenfive uſefulneſs in a pariſh 
of ſuch extent, and where the people are not rich enough 
to ſend their * to ſchool at a e from their own 
| houſes. „ 


1 
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Charabter of the People —The common ow of this ; 
_ pariſh are ſober and induſtrious, ſagacious and acute, in 
diſcovering their own intereſt, when placed within the 
ſphere of their obſervation, and perſevering in the pur- 
ſuit of it. Though living on a poor fimple diet, they 
may be uſefully employed in matters that require patience 
and fatigue, when their exertions are properly directed. 
They are full of curioſity, which makes them inquiſitive, 
to a degree bordering on impertinence, and rather offenſive 
to ſtrangers. They are inſinuating and artful in their ad- 
| dreſs, obliging and peaceable in their diſpoſitions, except- 
ing when their intereſts interfere ; and in that caſe, if any 
difference or quarrels ſubſiſt among them, they plead their 
own cauſe before the baron-bailie, who is the only magi- 
rate in the pariſh, with ſurpriſing eloquence and addreſs ; 
and reſt quite ſatisfied with his deciſion, without ever ap. 
pealing to any higher tribunal. They are honeſt for the 
moſt part; but among the poorer ſort of them, petty pil- 
tering, and even ſheep-ſtealing, is too common, for which 
there is no adequate puniſhment, for want of a proper 
dilice; for though the moſt of the gentlemen are on the 
VV rolls 
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| rolls of calliom of the peace, none of them dave under 
taken to act as ſuch, for want of means to enforce their 
deciſions, there being no priſon nearer hand than Inver. 
nels, which is at the diſtance of more than 100 miles, 
They are indeed ignorant, for reaſons already mentioned, 
They are of a middle fize, there being neither dwarf, nor 


any remarkable for height among them. In cheir manner 


and cuſtoms there 1 is nog peculiar. = 


M. 060 of e the Condition of 1 the People. —Long 


leaſes are certainly the beſt means that can be put in the peo- 


ples power to better their condition. It is not to be ſuppoſed, 
| that without this encouragement, they will diſcover any 
neu exertion in induſtry, or be at the expenſe of introdu- 
_ cing any new implements of huſbandry, or give them- 
| ſelves the trouble of making any improvements that wil 


turn out to no advantage to them before the expiration of 


their leaſes, which were only 9 years at their commence- 
ment. It will be ſaid, in anſwer to this, that though 
there were 19 years | leaſes granted i in the year 1969, there 
has not been much done to improve the country. But to 
obviate this objection, it may be obſerved, that ſuch as 
were in the vigour of life at that time did a good deal in 
that way, that the moſt ta whom theſe leaſes were grant 
ed were people on the decline of life, attached to the old 
method of farming, and ignorant of any other. But the 

caſe differs widely now ; The gentlemen who poſſeſs the 
principal farms in the pariſh now are all young and ac- 
tive, and diſcover a ſpirit for improvements. They have 
likewiſe, by their intercourſe with the low country, ac 
quired a knowled ge of the methods of cultivating the ground 
there, which they are inclined to introduce in this count!) 
upon proper encouragement, N 
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A melioration to a certain extent for building good houſes, 
would alſo contribute much to the improvement of this 


heath ropes to ſecure the thatch, would then be laid out in 


t is almoſt unneceſſary to obſerve, that eſtabliſhing ma- 


would be furniſhed with a market at hand for many . 
cles that now turn to no account, 


Nun 
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country. There is not a ſlated houſe in the pariſh, but the 
church, one mill, a houſe at Lochmaddie, that was intend- 
ed for a public houſe, and another in the Iſland of Vallay, 
in a ruinous condition, But if the above encouragement 
vas granted, the principal tackſmen would ſoon have ſlated 
houſes ; the great quantities of ſtraw now uſed for thatch 
to their houſes, would then become provender for cattle; 
ind the time employed by their ſervants in making 


improvements of different kinds. The ſmall tenants have 
not much time indeed to improve their lands on account of 
the round of employment already mentioned. But if any 
method could be fallen upon, that would enable them to 
lellen their number of horſes, nothing could turn out more 

to their advantage; uſing carts in place of creels, would 
help much to bring about this defirable end. If the pro- 
prietor ſhould ſend a quantity of ſeaſoned wood, and ſome 
cart-wrights to the country, ſo as to have carts made, a- 
dapted to the ſmall fize of their horſes, which might be 
ſold at prime coſt, a great reduction of the number of 
horſes might be the conſequence. In that caſe, a part of 
the corn now given as provender for horſes might be 
aved; a part of the money ſent out of the pariſh to 
purchaſe them, might be otherwiſe employed, and the peo - 
ple enabled to keep a greater number of black cattle. 


nufactures, and erecting villages, would help much to 
better the condition of the people, as then the tenant 
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NUMBER XXII. 
PARISH or BARRAY, 


(Covyrr « oF InveRNEss, SYNOD oF Grzners, Pars 
| BYTERY OF Une, 


By the Rev. Mr EDwAADD MACQUEEN. | 


N ame, Situation, Extent, c. 


HE. ancient name of this pariſh. is not 13 Its 
J* preſent name ſeems to be derived from St Barr, the 
tutelar ſaint of the iſland, and to whoſe memory the 25th 
of September is dedicated as a holiday, On this day the 
Prieſt ſays maſs, and all thoſe of the Romiſh religion uſed 
punctually to attend“. On the N. chis pariſh 1 is divided 
„ from 


* After maſs the people amuſed themſelves with horſe· races, and ſpent 


the evening in mirth and conviviality. Of late years this cuſtom has been 


much on the decline. Formerly there was an image of the faint 1n the 
church-yard of Shilbar, (the principal place of worſhip, and probably the 
burial-place of the faint), which was clothed with a linen ſhirt every 
year upon his own anniverſary. Some of the prieſts who reſided here in- 
formed me, that it was not enjoined as a neceſſary part of their duty to 
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tom Uiſt by a channel of 8 miles; the illand of Tyree, in 


the county of Argyle, and the property of the Duke of 


Argyle, is the neareſt land to it on the S. and lies at the 


Barray conſiſts of the main iſland of Barray, particularly 


by their reſpective names, the largeſt of which are inha- 


Waterſay, ſeparated from the main iſland by a channel of 


the one, poſſeſſed by Mr M*Neil of Waterſay ; the other is 
The 


pay ſo much veneration to Saint Var: as he never had the honour of being 
ranked with the Saints of Rome, nor was his name at any time inrolled 


in the Roman kalendar. From this it appears, that the churches in theſe 


parts, which were ſubject to Icolumkill, never recognized the authority 
of the church of Rome. It appears from Bede, who wrote in the begin- 
ning of the 8th century, that the monaſtery of Icolumkill was not ſubject 
to Rome at that time. Later writers have ſhown the ſame in their times; 
belides, if at any ſubſequent period it had ſubmitted to Papal juriſdiction, 
it is more than probable that ſome Pope or other would have dignified 


with canonization, a perſon who had ſanctity enough to render him wor- 


tly of being appointed the patron or protector of any diſtrict of eccle- 
laftical territory. 


* 


diſtance of about 40 miles; Canna and Rum, in the pariſh 
of the ſmall iſles, lying at the diftance of 24 miles; on the 
W. it is expoſed to the Atlantic Ocean. The pariſh of | 


ſo called, and a number of other iſlands, diſtinguiſhed 


bited, ſuch as Waterſay, Sanderay, Dabay, Mengalay, and 
Bernaray, to the S.; Flodday, Keilleſay, and Gigay, on 
the E.; befides a number of ſmaller iſlands not inhabited. 
The main iſland of Barray is 8 computed miles in length, 
and from 2 to 4 in breadth, being interſected in different 
places by arms of the ſea. The compilers of the Ency- 
clopedia Britannica will do well to correct their error in call- 
ing Barray a rock half a mile in circumference, inhabited 
only by ſolan geeſe and other wild fowls. The iſland of 


ane mile, is about 3 miles in length, in ſome places a mile 
and a half broad, and is divided into two diſtin& farms; 


now in the hands of the proprietor, called the farm of Kilis. 
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The next is Sanderay, diſtant 5 miles from Barray iti 


2 miles in length, 2 in breadth, and contains g familie 
Pabay, lying at the diſtance of 8 miles from Barray, 14 


in length, and 1 in breadth, contains 3 families. Men. 


galay, at the diſtance of 12 miles; 2 miles In length, and 
2 miles in breadth, contains 8 families. The laſt is Ber. 
heray, which, from its being called the Biſhop's Ile, ſeems 
to have once belonged to the Biſhop of the iſles; it is 16 
miles diſtant from Barray, 1 mile in length, J in breadth 
and contains 3 families: Theſe iſlands are fertile in 
corn and graſs, but liable to be blaſted by the 8. W. winds 
which frequently blow here. They ate very difficult of 
| acceſs, on account of the ſtrong currents running between 

them, and landing 1s ſometimes not only difficult, but ha. 

| zardous. Cloſe by the iſland of Mingalay is a high rock, 


with very luxuriant graſs growing on the top of it. The | 


inhabitants of this iſland climb to the top at the rik dt 
their lives, and by means of a rope carry up their wedders 
to fatten. This muſt be the Scarpa Vervecum mentioned 
by Buchanan. The main ifland of Barray has a bar- 
ren appearance, from the great quantity of rock to be ſeen 
every where, excepting the north end, which, for its fert. 
lity, if the climate were equally good, might be compared to 

MY 1 any 


4 To this, and to the iſland of Bernera, great numbers of ſea-fowls r. 
fort every year in the month of May, the ſame with thoſe in St Kilda, 
though not in ſuch variety; they come in the latter end of April or the 
beginning of May to clean their neſts from the rubbith of laſt year, then 
fet off, and after ſame days return to lay their eggs and hatch, and fo ſoon 
as the young are able to take the wing, they diſappear, and are not to be 
ſeen till the ſame ſeaſon next year. The inhabitants of theſe two iſlands 
catch fome of them in the rocks, which they think very good eating, and 
from which they get very fine feathers; theſe feathers they ſell at 6 d. the 
ib, in the country, as they never have them in ſuch quantities a5 fo leni 
them to a public market. 
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any of the ſame extent i in any part of Scotland. Int the ; mile 5 
and ſouth end are very high hills, and ſome flat; the hills 55 
are a mixture of green, rock, and heath; awd ſeem to be 

better calculated for a ſheep-walk, than for rearing black 


| cattle, but he at too great a diſtance from market. 5 


Agriculture, Soil, Ge. —Agrichlure us ern almoſt f in- 
variably the ſame here (as in moſt of the weſtern iſles) for 
time immemorial, till within theſe laſt 5 years, when Mr 
Macaeil, the proprietor, returned from vifiting foreign 
countries, has begun to introduce the method uſed in the 
low country, as far as he thinks the ſoil and climate can 


admit of. The ſoil in general | is thin and rocky, (ex xcept- 
ing the north end, which is a mixed ſoil, and almoſt free of 
rock); there is alſo a great deal of ſand, which is blown one - 


way or other with every gale of wind, ſo that a great part 
of the beſt corn- land has been thus blown away, or covered 
with ſand. There is ſome meadow ground between the hills. 
The ground here requires that the manure be thick laid, 
in order to procure a tolerable crop; there are ſome mea- 
dows that yield three ſucceſſive crops with one coat of ma- 
nure, vis. one of potatoes, and two of oats. The people 

here uſe the plough for the moſt part ; but in their rocky 

ground they dig or turn up the ground with a kind of 
lever, which they call the crooked ſpade, and which Dr 


lohnſton has deſcribed in his tour through the Hebrides. 


They lay their potatoes for the moſt part in lazy beds, in the 
lowing manner :;—ift, They mark out a ridge of about 
tour feet wide, then lay on the manure, and with a ſpade 
cover it with earth taken out of the furrow; in this ſtate 
it remains till the beginning of April, when they begin to 
plant the potatoes by means of a dibble, or pointed ſtick, 
with which they penetrate the earth thus laid on, (making 
a hole to receive the ſeed), then break the earth with a 

Vor., ALL N Tt hand-rake, 


little rye. 


. 1 Statiſtica! Account 


hand- rake, which ſerves the purpoſe of harrowing ; this is 
5 more tedious operation than laying the plant upon the ma- 
nure before it is covered with earth, but is the only method 
that can be uſed on theſe meadows, which are deep and 
wet, and the ſeaſon muſt be very bad when they do nat 
make good returns. They have of late begun to plant po- 
tatoes in light ſandy ſoil, which anſwers very well; and 
Mr Macneil, the proprietor, plants almoſt all his with the 
plough, which gives ample ſatisfaction, and every one be. 
gins to follow the example. The principal crop here is 
| barley and potatoes; there is ſome ſmall black oats, and 
The returns in barley are from 10 to 1 53 in 
potatoes from 1 5 to 20. Sea- weed is the principal manure 


here; as that is ſometimes precarious, the crop muſt be ſo 


alſo, for when a ſufficient quantity of ſea-weed is not caſt 
upon the ſhore, a plentiful harveſt is not to be expected. 
Formerly the ſea-weed that grows upon the ſhore was 


uſed for manure; but ſince kelp has become ſo valuable, 


the proprietors every where have reſtricted the people from 
cutting it for that purpoſe, which is certainly prejudicial to 
agriculture. The people alſo make ſome compoſt. In 
good ſeaſons they raiſe as much crop as will be ſufficient 
for their ſubſiſtence, otherwiſe there is a ſcarcity ; but the 
proprietor ſupplies the country with Jow-country meal at 
the market price. 
not happen ſo frequently henceforth, if the people in gene- 
ral could adopt the improvements lately introduced, in 
raiſing crops and rearing cattle. The cattle here are gene- 
rally ſmall. Mr Macneil, who has an extenſive farm in 
His own hands, having bought from the beſt folds in dif. 
ferent parts of the Highlands, can now produce a fold of 
his own rearing equal to any of them. The lands here, % 

in many other places in the Highlands, are diſtinguiſhed 


into ſingle and double lands, and the diviſion of them is into 
| pennies 


It is to be hoped, that a ſcarcity may 
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pennies, halfpennies, and farthings. No tenant here poſ- 
ſeſſes more than halfpenny, for which he pays from L. 3 
to L. 4 for ſingle lands, and L. 6 for the halfpenny of 
double lands. The ſouming of the halfpenny, that is, the 
number of full grown cattle, is 8, young ſtock and ſheep in- 


cows, and 8 or 10 ſheep. The tenants pay their rents by 
manufacturing kelp and ſale of their cattle. The proprie- 
tor employs a number of them in making kelp upon his 


for the kelp made upon their own ſhores, which he alſo 


33 I know. 80 that, from the ſale of their cattle, and 


J 5 farms which were let for 19 years at ſtipulated rents; 
a the leaſes are nearly * *. *. 
U 
e Population. 
it Bs 
vl The diſtance of this place from market, and its inſular ſituation, has 
e- prevented the price of cattle from advancing in the ſame proportion as it 
in has done in places more acceſſible, and more conveniently ſituated, 
- Notwithſtanding this diſadvantage, the price has advanced to a third 
; more at leaſt within theſe 18 years; for a cow that ſold then at L. 1, 10s. 
” would fell now at L. 2,5 8. or L. 2, 10s. ; and parcels that ſold then at 
if. L,2, ſell now at L. 3; milch-cows ſell at from L. 3, 10s. to L. 4; whereas, 
of at the period above mentioned, they ſold for L. 2, and L. 2, 10s. accord- 
Fe ing to their quality, They are bought by drovers. who come hither from 
1 different places at ſtated times. The expenſe in carrying them from this 
6 to the neareſt part of the continent, which lies at the diſtance of 20 leagues, 
to 825. 6 d. the head, beſides the buyer's expenſe and trouble in coming 


es tor them, and the riſk. of loſing ſome by the way, as they ſometimes make 
\ tedious pallige. | 


cluded ; 2 three-year old queys, or 3 two-year olds, are 
equal to a ſoum, and 8 ſheep. So that the ſtock of the poſ- 
lelſor of a halfpenny of ſingle lands, conſiſts of 3 horſes, 4 


farm, for which he pays from L. 1, 10s. to L. 2, 2s. and 


has at his own diſpoſal, L. 2: 12 : 6 the ton, which! is the 
higheſt manufacturing price given in the Highlands, ſo far 


making of kelp, the people live very eaſy, excepting in 
bad years, when there is a ſcarcity of bread, they are un- 
der the neceſſity of buy ing low- country meal. There are 
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Population —According to Dr Webſter's report, the hip w 
number of ſouls in 175 5 was 1150. There has been no Laird 
exact liſt taken of the number of inhabitants here fince ii WM +irbull 


was erected into a pariſh; at leaſt I could find none. But tions h 

it 18 evident that population muſt have increaſed conſider. comme 
ably within theſe laſt 20 years, from this circumſtance, the Cc 
that then there were ſome lands unoccupied, and many of on het 


the tenants poſſeſſed a whole penny ; whereas, lately, the ſamme 
proprietor was obliged to divide the lands into ſmaller juſtifia 
portions, in order to accommodate the inhabitants. At this ſumme 
| time, no tenant occupies more than 4 penny, and many prehen 
have but 4 and ® of a penny. In the laſt caſe, it is to be comm 
_ obſerved, the land is what is called double; at preſent, the Lord I 
number of ſouls in this pariſh is 760 males, and 864 fe- thers c 


males, in all 1604, of which only 80 are Proteſtants. Be. under 
ſides this number, upwards of 2:0 left this country within where 

the laſt 2 years; ſome emigrated to the iſland of St John's, WM retaine 
and Nova Scotia, in North America, being inveigled thither ſuffere. 


by a Mr F*** upon promiſes of the undiſturbed profeſſion quor, 
of the ir religion, (being all Roman Catholics), and of free ſhore, 
property for themſelves, and their offspring for ever; but holpita 
how ſoon they were landed, he left them to their ſhifts, 
and returned back to his native country * 


| ELD TOS ES ans 3 rated 
Superiority, —Barray held originally of the Kings of for emi 
Scotland till the reign of James VI. when an Engliſh their fri 
| 5 e | „ ſhip alſo ſolc 
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Glaſgox 
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tor emi 


* Theſe poor people were left in the moſt deplorable ſituation. It 
the inhabitants of the different places in which they landed, had not ex. 
erted themſelves for their relief, many of them muſt have periſhed, for 
want of the common neceſſaries of life. They became ſenſible of their 
folly when it was too late; others went to Glaſgow, being invited thi- 
ther by Mr David Dale, to work in his cotton manufactory; but Mr 
Dale's terms not coming up to their expectations, ſome of them returned 


home ; and many of them, from a change of diet and occupation con- 
tracts 


Ki. 
der nig 


of Barray. : : = 


hip was | tein upon the bead by Roderick Mental, then 


Laird of Barray, ſurnamed Ruary 'n' tarter, or Rory the 


turbulent, probably ſo called, from the frequent depreda- 
tions he committed in different places, which were not un- 
-ommon in thoſe days. Queen Elizabeth complained to 
me Court of Scotland of this act of piracy committed up- 


on her ſubjects; upon which, the Laird of Barray was 
ſummoned to appear at Edinburgh, to anſwer for his un- 
juſtifiable behaviour ; but he either refuſed or deſpiſed the 
ſummons. Several attempts were made afterward to ap- 
prehend him, which proved unſucceſsful. Mr Mackenzie, 


commonly called the tutor of Kintail, predeceſſor to the late | 
Lord Macleod, undertook to effect by ſtratagem, what o- 
ters could not do by more direct means. Having come, 


under cover of a friendly viſit, to the Caſtle of Kiſimul, 


where the Laird then reſided, he invited him and all his 
retainers on board, who not ſuſpecting any hoſtile deſign, 
ſuffered themſelves to be overpowered with exceſs of h- 


quor, ſo that all his friends were eaſily perſuaded to go on 


ſhore, and truſt their chief in the hands of one who had fo 


loſpitably entertained them &. 


Antiquities | 


racted diſtempers, of which they died; many more prepared themſelves 
for emigration, but repented time enough to avoid the ſnare into which 
their friends have been inconkiderately led, by going to America; they 
alſo ſold their effects, and ſpent the money arifing from the converſion, 


0 that they would have been deſtitute in their native country; but Mr 
Macneil, the proprietor, not only gave them, and ſuch as returned from 


Glaſgow, lands, but likewiſe money enough'to purchaſe a new ſtock of 
tle, and all the other neceſſary implements of huſbandry. The ſpirit 
tor emigration is now ppi, and totally iuppreſiee. 


* Kintail improved the advantage put into his hands, hoiſted fail un- 
ler night, and the wind Proving fair, he was ſoon out of reach of his 
purſuers. 
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Antiquities and Curiofities—There are ſevetal duns in 
this pariſh, moſt of which were built by the Danes, other; 

of greater antiquity, built by the natives, to defend them. 
ſelves againſt the encroachments of the neighbouring clans, 
as alſo of the Danes, when they invaded thoſe iſland; 
The Daniſh duns are 11 in number, 5 on the iſland of 

Barray, 2 in Waterſay, 1 in Sanderay, 1 in Perbay, 1 in 
_ Mengalay, and L in Berneray, the laſt of which is taken 
notice of by the learned Dr Macpherſon of Slate, in his 
antiquities, and is more entire than any of the reſt. Each 
of theſe duns is in fight of ſome other, that, in caſe of an 
_ invaſion, the alarm might be the more ſpeedily communi. 
| cated to the whole. That upon the iſland of Berneray, 
being the fartheſt ſouth, it may be ſuppoſed, ſerved for a 
Pharos or watch tower, as well as a place of defence, a 

did another in the iſland of Griſkay, (the property of Co. 

lin Macdonald, Eſq; of Boiſdale, but at that time the pro- 
perty of the Laird of Barray,) on the eaſt. While the 
Danes were in poſſeſſion of theſe iſlands, they confined the 
natives to their own duns, which are all built on freſh water 
5 = ; | lochs, 


purſuers. He at length arrived with his priſoner at Edinburgh, where 
he was tried for his life. Being interrogated why he treated Queen Eli 
zabeth's ſubjects with ſuch barbarity, he replied, that he thought himſelf 
bound, by his loyalty, to retaliate, as much as lay in his power, the un · 
pardonable injury done by the Queen of England to his own Sovereign. 
and his Majeſty's mother. By this anſwer, he obtained his Majeſty's par: 
don, but forfeited his eſtate, which was given to Kintail, who reſtored 
it back to the Laird of Barray, on condition of holding of him, and pay- 
ing him 60 merks Scots as a yearly feu-duty. Some time after, Sit 
James Macdonald of Slate, great- great-grandfather of the preſent Lord 
Macdonald, married a daughter of Kintail's, who made over the ſupeti 
ority to Sir James, either as a preſent or as a part of his daughter's down 
The ſuperiority continues in the family of Macdonald to this day. 
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n of fall creeks formed by the fea; whereas thoſe | 


of the Danes are built upon eminences . 


Fi rey. — There are great quantities of cod 4 10 
catched upon the E. coaſt of this iſland. The fiſhing- banks 


extend from the mouth of Loch Boiſdale to Barrayhead; 
from 20 to 30 boats are generally employed in this buſi- 
nes from the latter end of March, or the beginning of 


April, to the end of June, and five hands in every boat; 


at an average they kill from 1000 to 1500 ling to each 
boat. Mr Maeneil of Waterſay, who took an exact account 


of the number of ling ſent to Glaſgow in the year 1787, 


found it to amount to 30, ooo, beſides a great number ſold 
in the country. They have not been equally ſucceſsful at 


* At one time, the Daniſh governor ads alliance 1 Macneil of _ 


Barray, by marrying his daughter. But after the battle of Largs, the 


power of the Danes began every where to decline ; and ſuch of them as 


remained here after the Ebudæ, were reſtored to the King of Scotland, 


were expelled or maſſacred by the natives. In one of the adjacent iſlands, 
there is a collection of human bones, where it is ſaid the laſt of the Danes 
were murdered. In Kilbar are two churches, built by the monks, be- 


longing to Icolumkill; another at Borne, dedicated to St Michael. 


In Caſtle-bay, is a fort, Feile upon a rock, which muſt have formerly been : 


moſt covered with the ſea. This fort is of a hexagonal form; the wall 
1s near 30 feet high; in one of its angles is a high ſquare tower, on the 
top of which, at the corner immediately above the gate, is a perforated 
ſtone, through which the gockman or watchman, who fat there all night, 
let a ſtone fall upon any perſon who attempted to ſurpriſe the gate by 
night. Within the wall are ſeveral houſes, and a well dug through the 
middle of the rock. The tradition here is, that this fort was built up- 
wards of 500 years ago. Buchanan calls it an old caſtle in his time. 
It has always been the reſidence of the Lairds of Barry, till the beginning 


af the preſent century. Here are alſo ſeveral Druidical temples, none 


« them remarkable for extent or ſtructure ; near one of theſe is a well, 
vhich muſt have been once famous for its medicinal quality, as alſo for 
wring or preventing the effects of faſcination. It is called tobbar nam 
Wadb, or the well of virtues, There are a few mineral ſprings. 
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all times; but one year with another the quantity may he 
computed at 30,090 ling, beſides cod. They carry their 
fiſh to Glaſgow in the very boats they uſe at the fiſhing, 

where the ling ſell from L. 5 to L. 6 the hundred. He 
ring has often been got here in great abundance; but the 
want of ſalt has ſometimes prevented the inhabitants from 
deriving any conſiderable advantage from it. It is to be 
regretted, that the ſeverity of the ſalt-laws hinders the Poor 
people here from uſing any other than what is got from 
the cuſtomhouſe, which lies at the diſtance of 20 leagues 
if the Legiſlature thought proper to remove this grievance, 
fiſhing of various kinds might become a ſource of affluence 
to the people in general, of wealth to individuals, and the 
public markets would be more plentifully ſupplied, They 
have been at times ſo ſucceſsful in the caraban fiſhing as to 
be entitled to ſome of the premiums granted by the Board 
of Truſtees ; they alſo make ſome dog-fiſh and cuddy oi 
ſome of which they burn in their lamps, the overplus they 
fell at 7d. or 8d. the Scotch pint. Some have even been 
known to pay their rents with the oil extracted from the 
ſmall fiſh called cuddy. Shell-6ſh abound here, ſuch a 
limpets, muſcles, wilks, clams, ſpout fiſh, or razor. fil, 
lobſters, crabs, &c. &c. but what is fingularly beneficial to 
the inhabitants, is the ſhell fiſh called cockle. It is found 
upon the great ſand on the N. end of Barray, in ſuch quit- 
tities, that in times of great ſcarcity all the families upon 
the iſland (about 200) reſort to it for their daily ſubfil- 
ence. It has been computed, that the tuo laſt ſummer, 
which were peculiarly diſtreſſing on account of the greit 
ſcarcity, no leſs than from 100 to 200 horſe- loads of cockle: 
' were taken off the ſands at low-water every day of the ſpring: 
tides during the months of May, June, July, aud Augult 
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: is more properly a road than a harbour; the entrance to it n 1 
D is from the E. between the iſlands of Griſkay and Gigay. -# 
E The next further 8. is Flodday Sound, ſurrounded by a 3 
i number of lands, and opens to the S. E.; here the largeſt k 
4 ſhips may ride with ſafety all the ſeaſons of the year. Ti- A 
4 rivah, or the inland bay, ſo called from its cutting far into 3 
. the middle of the country ; here veſſels may ride out the 1 
1 hardeſt gales; it opens alſo to the S. E. On the S. end of * 
he Barray is Kifimul-bay, ſo called by the natives, and by | 4 
E mariners Caftle-bay, from the old caſtle formerly men- 9 
1 tioned ; it opens to the 8. In the iſland of Waterſay 1 is a 1 
= very commodious harbour for ſhips of any burden; it is ac- 2 
i ceſſible from the S. E. between the iſlands of Sanderay and | | * 
9 Muldonich, or the Deer Ifland. Ottirvore and Flodday ö | 4 
oe are much frequented by ſhips to and from the Baltic. The 4 
* convenience of theſe harbours, and the great quantity of oy 
2 fh killed upon the coaſt, ſhould make Barray a more eli... 
Ty gible ſituation for a village than any that the joint-ſtock 

10 company have yet pitched upon. Theſe harbours have 

15 good outlets for the S. and N. and are near the fiſhing- 

an. | Vox. XIII. | „„ 1 banks; 

Jon OED | . | 5 5 

my ; Buchanan is undoubtedly miſtaken, when he aflerts, that the cockle 

| originated from ſmall animalculi coming down along with the water of 

15 | 2 ſpring in the top of a green hill above the ſand. It is true, there is ſuch 

eat 2 bill, with a ſpring on the ſummit of it; but any water running from it 

les does not come to the ſea, being abſorbed by the intervening ground, 

5 | which is ſandy ; befides, that it is allowed by all naturaliſts, that every 

9 animal procreates its own ſpecies. But this vulgar notion prevails among 

ul. the inhabitants to this day. The ſhell of the cockle makes the whiteſt, if 

ey not the ſtrongeſt lime; they lie in great banks on the ſea· ſide, where a 


glit mall veſſel ry be loaded in a tide, | 
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banks; they allo abound in -ſniall bod end flounden, 


BY here are ſome freſh water lochs with plenty pl trout, 


Religion, Sripend, Scbeol Places of Worſhip, Pager TI Com 


The Proteſtant religion univerſally prevailed here till after 
the Reſtoration z when the Church of England was eſta. 


bliſhed in Ireland, ſome Iriſh prieſts took baniſhment from 


that kingdom to thoſe iſlands; at that time Harris and 


Barray made one pariſh; the miniſter always reſided in 
the former, and was at too great a diſtance from the latter; 


{6 that the inhabitants were expoſed to the artifices of the 
prieſts, who taking ad vantage of the abſence of the mini- 


ſter, and the ignorance of the times, peryerted the people. 
The ſtipend of this pariſh is 2 chalders meal, and 9 


merks Scots, of which zoo are paid out of the unaffected 


tiends of South ViRt, together with 50 for communion-ele. 


ments. There is no manſe . The glebe is a ſmall farm 
given by the heritor, when this place was evediad into a 
pariſh, to the Preſpytery, on condition that every incum- 


bent ſhould pay 45 merks Scots yearly rent; the whole 


may be valued at L. 12. The number of Proteftants has 
been always fo ſmall, that it was thought unneceſlary to 


put the heritor to the expenſe of building a church, 

| There is no ſchool here but one granted by the Society for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, which is now upon a 
more reſpectable footing than formerly, as the Society, 
ſince the laſt viſitation by the Rev. Mr Kemp, their ſecte- | 


tary, have augmented the my from L. 12 to L. 15; the 


heritor | 


* A ſhort time after the preſent incumbent was ſettled in the pariſh, 


Mr Macneil, the heritor, went to America at the commencement of the 


laſt war. The miniſter agreed with his man of buſineſs at Edinburgh to 
accept of L. 10 a-year for his manſe, and melioration for any houſe he. 
ſhould build to accommodate himſelf, till the heritor ſhould return. The 
matter ſtands fo ſtill. 5 
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heritor has built a good ſchool-houſe, as alſo a houſe for the 


maſter, and has furniſhed the ſchoolmaſter with all the con- 


veniences required by the Society. At the laſt viſitation 
upwards of 40 ſcholars attended; it might be of confider- 
able benefit if it was equally well throughout the year; 
but in the buſy ſeaſons, ſuch as ſeed-time and harveſt, the 


parents are obliged to withdraw their children. There 


are three places of worſhip, vix. Kilbar, Borve, and Wa- 
terſay. The miniſter preaches two Sundays at Borve, 
which is only a mile and a half from his own houſe; the 
third Sunday at Kilbar, at the diſtance of 3 miles; and the 
fourth at Waterſay, which, including a ferry of 1 mile, is 

at the diſtance of 5 miles. The inhabitants of the South 
les are all Roman Catholics ; the prieſt goes there only 
twice a-year, unleſs by a particular « call to viſit the fick, 

and to adminiſter extreme unction. What renders this 
pariſh ſingularly troubleſome, is its diſtance from the ſeats 


of Preſbytery and Synod ; the firſt is in North Uiſt, at the 


diſtance of 40 miles, beſides a ferry of 8 miles, where he 
attends two ſtated Preſbyteries in the year, the one in the 
beginning of December, and the other the middle of 
March; beſides occafional meetings, and attendance upon 


ſacraments in North Uiſt and Harris, the laſt of which is 


at the diſtance of near 60 miles, beſides the ferry already 
mentioned, and that between North Uiſt and Harris, 12 


miles in length; this diſtance the miniſter is ſometimes under 
the neceſſity of walking on foot, though at other times, 
when horſes are in good order, he is obliged to the gene- 
rolity of the principal gentlemen on the way for the uſe of 


their horſes, which he takes this occaſion to acknowledge. 


The ſeat of the Synod, which is Glenelg, on the continent 
of Scotland, is at the diſtance of 30 leagues by ſea, when he 


muſt be at the expenſe of boat and crew; and if he goes 
trom hence to North Uiſt, to take paſſage by the Packet- 


boat 
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| boat to Dunveggan, and then through Sky, the diſtance 
is much greater, and the expenſes more conſiderable — 
The number of poor is generally from 40 to 50; there 
are L. 400 Sterling of a fund for them, L. 200 of which 
is a mortification by Archibald Macneil, late tackl. 
man of Sanderay, and L. 100 by Roderick Shaw, tackſman 
of Alaſdale, now living; they never 80 _F where elle to 
9 cheir n 


Servants, Wages, Gehe number of ſervants depend; 
upon the extent of land a man poſſeſſes; a farm of any 
conſiderable extent, according to the preſent mode of farm. 
ing, employs 5 or 6 men; 4 or 5 maid ſervants, and 2 or 

3 boys; the wages of a labouring man ſervant, for the 
whole year, are from L. I, 108. to L. 2.; the boys have 
from 15s. to L. I, 58.; women from 158. to L. 1. Beſides 
the above wages, the men and boys get a ſeventh part of 
the crop to divide among them, the grieve has double wx 
ges. Giving them a ſhare of the crop, makes them more 
induſtrious, and binds them faſter to the maſter's intereſt, 
as it is for the time inſeparably connected with their own. 
Such a number of ſervants muſt be very burdenſome to 
farmer, and muſt run away with a great ſhare of the pro- 
duce of his farm; but the difficulty of winning their peats, 

which is the only fuel uſed here, renders it neceſſary to 

keep ſo many ſervants, and double the number of horſes 
that would be ſufficient for their ploughing; for a farmer 
that muſt keep ſuch a number of ſervants, muſt alſo keep 
16 or 18 horſes, both which are almoſt wholly employed 
drying and carrying home their peats, from-the beginning 
of June, when the ſowing is at an end, till the latter end 
of Auguſt, when the reaping comes on. If the Legift- 
ture thought proper to take the duty off coal, it might, in 


2 
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2 great meaſure, alleviate this grievance ; oy if the far- 
mers could uſe coal, inſtead of peats, they might employ 

| their ſervants for very uſeful purpoſes, ſuch as, making 
kelp dana wa making * compoſts, We G. = 


M; n Obſervations —The Gael is the hh = 
guage commonly ſpoken here, and I believe the pureſt 
dialect of it to be met with in any country; though by 
their frequent excurſions to Glaſgow, the people have in- 


troduced a number of Engliſh words. Numbers of the in- 


habitants, who attended the ſchool, ſpeak Engliſh tolerably 
well.— There are 200 tons kelp ſent annually to the mar- 
kets of Liverpool and Leith, and fetch the beſt price 
that is given for any that is ſent from any part of the 
Highlands; fiſh and oil are ſent to Glaſgow ; price as for- 
merly mentioned. There are alſo from 200 to 250 head 
of cattle ſold to drovers, at an average, about L. 2, 5 8. a- 
head, great and ſmall, befides about xco hides of beef ſent 
to Glaſgow, or ſold on the neareſt part of the continent. 
The number of horſes here is 557; cows, 1170, the num- 
ber of ſoums in ſheep, 277, which, at the rate of 8 ſheep to 
the ſoum, is 2216.— The weather is rather inconſtant. The 
W. and S. W. winds blow moſt frequently here, and prove 
very deſtructive to corn. This laſt winter was very wet 
and ſtormy, much the ſame with that of 1790, both which 
have been the moſt diſtreſſing to the people here, in the 
memory of any man living. We have had very little 
now this winter or ſpring, and none at all the two pre- 
eeding. The ſea ſeems to have made ſome encroachments 
here, The tradition here is, that 3 or 4 generations back, 
the cattle uſed to feed in places, where kelp is made at this 
day; but now it can hardly go any farther, as the ſhore 
along the welt coaſt, (where the ſea could have made any 
progreſs formerly), is almoſt all NOK Fs and may ſerve as a 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient barrier againſt any future eneroachments. |; | 
to be obſerved, that notwithſtanding the great quantitit 
of fiſh killed upon this coaſt, the proprietor never claimed 
any emoluments from that lucrative buſineſs, but allowel 
the people to make the beſt of it for themſelves ; and be 
always gives premiums to the firſt people that diſcover 
the arrival of the herrings upon the coaſt ; nor does any 
proprietor in the neighbouring pariſh derive any adv. 
tage from the fiſhing thete.—The iſland of Barray, with 
all the ſurrounding iſlands, is the property of Roderick 
_ Macneil, Eſq; of Barray, whoſe predeceſſors are ſaid to 
have been in poſſeſſion of thoſe iſlands before the Dane, 
and were the firſt of that name who came from Ireland, 


vhence they derive their pedigree; ſo that they have al. 


ways been acknowledged. the chief of the Macnich | in 
SORE. 
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| Name, Teen Surface Soi, 6. 


N old records, reſpecting this parikh, dated about 60 
years ago, it is ſpelled Anwoth, ſometimes Anweth, 
and at other times Anworth, but the name Anwoth is at 
preſent retained, and its origin, we beheve, cannot now be 
aertained. The pariſh is about 64 miles long, from N. E. 
to 8. W. and 34 broad. The ſea-ſhore, which bounds 
the pariſh for about 23 miles from the mouth of the river 
Fleet, to the confines of Kirkmabreck, is generally flat and 
weky, though in one place it is bold and elevated. It 

contains no harbours. The land which lies upon the ſea- 
ſhore, and near the mouth of the river, is in general flat; 
the foil is dry and fertile, lying for the moſt part on a bed 
of ſand or gravel, This part produces excellent crops of 
gain and graſs; but the ſoil being thin, it is much injured 
1 by 


a by dry ſeaſons. ; Farther up the river, | towards the North, 
the ſurface becomes more uneven, broken, and barren, 


and hills, which are not very elevated, every where ay 


| pear. The leſſer part here is arable, excepting a ſmal 
ſtrip on the banks of the river. On the borders of Kirk. 
mabreck, the country hecomes rather mountainous ; the 
hills are covered with heath, intermixed with graſs, and 
_ principally appropriated to feeding ſheep. As ſoon as the 
traveller turns his eye towards that part of the pariſh, 
which lies along the river, and on the ſea-ſhore, a beau. 
ful proſpect opens to his view. This ſpot, nature has em. 
belliſhed with ſome of her fineſt ornaments, to which have 
been added ſome of the improvements of art. There is 4 
great variety of proſpects. For about 6 miles along the 
banks of the river, and at ſome diſtance from it, there i 
conſiderable quantity of natural and planted wood, which 
being intermixed with gentlemen's ſeats and cultivated 
fields, having the river on one fide, and the hills on the 
other, riſing at proper diſtances, forms one of the mol 
beautiful proſpects that is to be found in this part of Gal. 
| loway. Theſe woods grow on the eſtates of Meſſrs Mar. 
well of Cardoneſs, Macculloch of Ardwell, Murray of 
Broughton, Hannay of Ruſco. They confiſt moſtly of oak, 
aſh, birch, and fir, and it is believed, that if ſold at 20 
years growth, they would give L. 7000 Sterling. 


Climate. The climate here, like that of all diftrids 


where the elevation of the land, in one place, differs ſo 


much from that of another, varies in different parts of the 
' pariſh. It is often ſharp and cold on the hills, while it 
warm and comfortable on the ſhore, and in the vallies. 11 
winter and ſpring, the tops of the hills are ſometimes co- 
vered with ſnow, when, about a mile or two diſlant, on the 


ſhore, and in the vallies, there is npt a ſpeck of it : be 
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ſeen, and a general verdure appears on the face of the 
ground. Though the hills on the weſt attract the clouds, 
and cauſe them to diſcharge a conſiderable quantity of rain, 
yet as the general ſurface declines towards the ſea and the 
river, and as the ſoil is ſuch that it readily abſorbs the 


water, the air is for the moſt part as dry, pure, and ſalu- 


brious, as any where in the neighbourhood. No epidemi- 
cal diſeaſes are known to prevail here, the meaſles and 
ſmall-pox excepted ; to prevent the baleful effects of the 7 


mer; intntlen! is now generally uſed. 


AT river Fleet runs on the borders of this 
pariſh about 7 miles; one branch of which iſſues from a 
ſmall loch of the ſame name, in the pariſh of Girthon ; 
the other branch has its ſource in the pariſh of Kirkma- 
breck, near the baſe of a very high hill, called Cairnſmuir. 
It is navigable for ſmall veſſels of about 50 tons as far as the 
village of Gatehouſe, which 1s fituated about 3 miles from : 
the mouth of the river. Fiſh are not plenty in this river; 


a few ſalmon, ſea trout, yellow trout, and flounders, are 
caught in it. The ſalmon and ſea trout are taken with 
draught nets, but the quantity is ſo ſmall, that it will ſcarce 


defray the expenſe of labour, and is not a tenth part of 
what it was 50 years ago. They are caught from May to 


the middle of Auguſt, and ſold in Gatehouſe and the 5 ; 
Jourhood at about 34. the * © 


Hills —The r in this pariſh is Cairn- 
barrah, which is fituated partly in this pariſh, and partly in 
Kirk mabreck. It is elevated above the ſea about 1100 


feet. The ſoil on it is of a moſſy kind, covered with 
heath, interinixed with graſs, and not much incumbered 
with rocks. It is the higheſt ground in this part of the 


country, Cairnſmuir excepted, commanding an extenfive 
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view of the adjacent country, of the ſhire of Wigton, of 
the Iſle of Man, of a part of Cumberland, and of the high 
| land on the coaſt of Ireland, It exhibits no volcanic ap- 
pearances. + 8 OP 


Population, —According to Dr Webſter's report, the 
population in 1755 was 531. The number of inhabitants 
in this pariſh has within theſe 50 years confiderably di. 
miniſhed. At that time, the number amounted to co 
examinable perſons. Laſt year (1992) an exact enume- 
ration of the inhabitants, of all ages, was made, when they 
' amounted to 495; 270 of whom were males, and 225 fe. 
males. About 450 of the inhabitants live in the country 
part of the pariſh, and the reſt in a village, which is in its 
infant ſtate. It is built on the river Fleet, oppoſite to 
_ Gatehouſe, and being connected with it by a bridge it s 
_ conſidered as part of the ſame village. The inhabitants in 


the village are moſtly employed in manufacturing cotton, 


which a few months ago was carried on with ſpirit ani 
ſucceſs, but like many other branches of trade, it is now 
almoſt given up. The decreaſe of the inhabitants is cauſed 
partly by fome of the proprietors taking farms into their 
natural poſſeſſion to improve them, and conjoining ſeveral 
in one when again let, and partly to the vicinity of the 
_ Pariſh to the village of Gatehouſe, to which many of them 
have removed, where thoſe who formerly were common 


labourers, commence ſpinning cotton, and tradeſmen fol- 


low their former occupations. I find the annual average 
of marriages from 175 to 1760 to be 4, and that of birtlis 
12; for a long time thereafter the regiſtration ſeems to be 
diſcontinued. The annual average of births during theſe 
3 laſt years has been 10, and that of marriages 1. There 
are 9 proprietors belonging to the pariſh, 2 of whom con- 


ſtantly reſide in it, and 1 occaſionally, By far the great | 


number 


* 


r 
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aumber of the inhabitants are tenants or cottagers. There 
are 6 weavers, 4 tailors, 2 ſhoemakers, 5 wrights, 6 ma- 
ſons, 3 ſmiths, and 2 millers. All the inhabitants are of 
te Eſtabliſhed Church. It would be unneceſſary, it is pre. 


ſumed, to attempt to give a peculiar character of the inha- 
| bitants. In every pariſh in which no town is fituated, and 
where few people of fortune reſide, the inhabitants muſt be | 
nearly fimilar in manners to their neighbours. I ſhall only 


obſerve, that they are in general {ober and induſtrious, 


and, with ſeveral exceptions, enjoy in a moderate degree 0 


the comlorts and conveniencies of Ufe. 


. 1 of 3 . There is no map of the 


whole pariſh. The quantity of acres amounts to about 
8600, nearly 2900 of which is arable, The valued rent of 


the pariſh is L. 2871 Scots; the real rent is about L. 2200 


Sterling. Some farms are rented ſo low as L. 10 a- year; 5 


others ſo high as L. z0c; it is believed the average is 
about L. 69. Beſt arable land is in general let at 15 s. the 
acre; but ſome contiguous to the village is taken in ſmall 
quantities at double that price. The improvement of land 


in this pariſh and the neighbourhood has been very rapid 
within theſe few years. Formerly there were but few en- 
cloſures, and the ground was in its natural ftate ; conſe- 


quently, when tilled, it yielded but ſmall returns to the 


farmer, ſometimes two, ſometimes threefold. Now the 
land is generally encloſed, and before it is broken up, it is 
improved with ſhells, marl, or lime. There is ſome marl 


in the pariſh, and the ſhells on the ſea-ſhore ſeem to be in- 
exhauſtible. Lime is brought from Cumberland, and fold 

at Is. the Carliſle buſhel, 50 of which are commonly laid 
on an acre, For the moſt part 3, ſometimes 4 crops of 
grain are taken from the land thus improved, with the laſt 
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of Which clover and rye-grafs ſeeds are town. The fol. 
lowing year the grafts is ſometimes cut for hay, and 
ſometimes paſtured The land lies 6 or more years before 
it is bo 55 ae 8 and eres EINE $ pens for 
cattle. 15 


= Auivial and — Productions. A much greater 
quantity both of grain and cattle is produced in the pariſh 
than is neceſſary for the ſuftenance of its inhabitants. About 
650 acres are employed in raifing oats, 70 in barley, and a 
few acres in potatoes, about 1 at an average to each farm, 
The ſoil is not conſidered to be well adapted to the produc. 
tion of wheat, though in ſome ſpots good crops of it have 
been raiſed. Little attention is paid to the cultivation of 
hemp and lint. Oats is the principal crop. The grain 
not conſumed in the pariſh is partly ſold in the neighbour. 
hood, and partly ſhipped for Whitehaven, Liverpool, and 
the Clyde. There are about 1260 black cattle, 140 

| horſes, and 4000 ſheep in the pariſh. A few cattle are 
fatted for home conſumption, or fold to butchers, who 
ſlaughter them in the neighbouring towns and villages; 
but the greater part are ſold when three years old to dro- 
vers, who take them to the Engliſh market. They are of 
a middle ſize, fatten well, and weigh far beyond their ap- 
parent bulk. The ſheep which paſture on the mooryſh part 
of the pariſh are of a middle fize ; their face and legs are 
black, the body white. They ſell at about L. ) a ſcore, of 
21 to the ſcore, before they are fatted ; their wool is rather 
coarſe, and is ſold about 9s. the ſtone, of 28 pounds. 
There is another: kind commonly called muggs ; they are 
much larger; their wool is far ſuperior, both in quantity 
and quality, but their fleſh is not reckoned near ſo delicious 
as that of the moor ſheep. The kind moſt eſteemed in the 
cultivated 


> _ 5. 
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cultivated part of the country is a ered breed; that is, 10 
tween the moor ram and mugg Ge, or vice ve . f 


PEE $chook, ee n was built . 40 | 


years ago, and is now receiving a conſiderable repair. The 
patron is David Maxwell of Cardoneſs, Eſq. The ſtipend 


of the pariſh in ordinary years is about L. 80; a part of 
this, however, being payable in grain, it is ſometimes a 
little above, and ſometimes below that ſum. The glebe 


contains about 6 or. 7 acres. The public ſchool is at the 


church. About 30 or 40 ſcholars attend in winter, but 
fewer in ſummer. They are taught reading Engliſh, 
writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, French, practical ma- 
thematics, and Latin. The emoluments of the ſchool are 
L. 11 of yearly falary, 1s. 6 d. the quarter for teaching 
Engliſh, 2 8. for writing, 2 8. 6 d. for arithmetic, 3s. for 
Latin and French, and 10 8. 6d. for teaching a ſet of book - 


keeping. The ſchoolmaſter alſo receives L. 2, 2 8. a- year, 
(together with 2 8. 6 d. for each proclamation), for being 


ſeſſion · celerk and precentor if he holds thefe offices, —There 


* Seed Time and Harveſt, Prices.—The ordinary time of ſowing oats 
here is from the 20th, of March to the. 2oth of April; and potatoes are 
planted and barley ſown from the 2oth of April to the end of the firit 
week in May, In warm and dry ſeaſons, when the crops come ſooner to 
maturity, the harveſt begins rather before the middle of Auguſt, and is 
concluded in the courſe of 5 weeks. In wet and cold ſeaſons, however, 
the harveſt is much later. The ordinary price of beef and mutton is 3 d. 
of pork 4 d. of butter 6 d. and of cheeſe 3 d. the pound of 16 ounces. The 
Wincheſter buſhel of oats is commonly 1 8. 8 d. and of barley 2s. 69. 


The ſtone of meal is 1 8. 8 d. but at preſent all theſe articles, particularly 


grain, are much higher. The common wages for labourers are 1 s, the day, 
but when employed in certain kinds of work they have more. Maſons and 
wrights receive 1 s. 8 d. or 28. the day; tailors 10 d. and victuals. The 
ordinary wages for a male: ſervant, when he hires for — marge are 
L. 43 for a een, L. I, 15 8. | | 
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| are 10 perſons on the poor's liſt, ſome of whom are entirely 


| ſupported ; ſome who can earn part of their ſuſtenance re. 
ceive a quarterly aid, and others an occaſional one, as thei 
neceſſities require. The fund for this purpoſe ariſes from 
the weekly collections, amounting to about L. 14 a-year 
from dues received for the uſe of the mortcloth, fines im. 
poſed on delinquents, and from the intereſt of L. 200 lent 
money. This laſt ſum has accumulated, partly from do- 
nations, and partly from the overplus of the poors funds 
after their neceſſities had been ſupplied.  _ 

TTC 150 | 


the Tower of Ruſco, and Caſtle of Cardoneſs. The for. 


mer has a late roof on it, and is inhabited; the latter has 
had no roof in the memory of the, oldeft perſon living, 
Both are nearly of a ſquare form, and like many of the old 
buildings ſeem to have been deſigned for ſtrength and mag- 
nificence rather than convenience. They have no character 
on them by which their age can be aſcertained; nor can 
ve find any records in which it is mentioned. Both theſe 
ftand on the banks of the Fleet; the Tower about 21 
miles above where the river ceaſes to be navigable, and 
the Caſtle a mile below where it becomes navigable. This 
latter is ſituated on an eminence, or point of land, looking 
towards the bay at the mouth of the river, and a more 
beautiful fituation and proſpect can hardly be imagined*, 
1 | | 1 6 On 


* At the S. W. end of the pariſh there is a beautiful moat, ſtanding 
on a ſteep and rocky peninſula that juts out into the ſea. It has been 
completely fortified by a deep trench, cut quite acroſs the narrow piece 
of grcund that joins it to the main land. Near to this moat ſtands a thin 
ſtone, nearly perpendicular, 5 feet 3 inches high, engraved on both ſides 
with the rude figure of a croſs, accompanied with ſeveral ornamental 


firokes, which ſome antiquaries ſuppoſed to be Runic inſcriptions. An 
| | exact 
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On the top of a hill, about half a mile S. E. of the church, 
i; one of thoſe vitrified forts which have lately excited the 
curioſity of modern antiquaries. It conſiſts of a ſteep rock, 


devated about 300 feet above the level of the ſea, and is 


fortified on the moſt acceſſible places with a double foſſe · 
The top, which forms a level area 30 paces long and 20 


broad, is nearly ſurrounded with an irregular ridge of 
looſe ſtones, intermixed with vaſt quantities of vitrified 
matter. The ſtones, conſiſting of the common blue ſchiſtus 


of the country, have been ſoftened, twiſted, and partly fuſed | 


by the fire. Theſe heaps of looſe ſtones and vitrified mat- 
ter are ſcattered irregularly over the top of the fort, and 
exhibit no appearance of having ever formed a continued 


wall, The vitrification is only partial and ſuperficial, and 
ſeems to have been the accidental effect of large fires Kind- 
led on theſe high rocks, either for ſome domeſtic purpoſe, 
or for ſignals to alarm the country on the approach of an 
enemy. It was formerly believed that theſe vitrified forts 


were peculiar to that part of the iſland which is N. of the 


Forth. But befides the one deſcribed above, there are 
other two in this country, and they all command a very 


extenſive proſpect of the ſea. On the S. fide of this fort, 
there is a broad flat ſtone, inſcribed with ſeveral waving 
and ſpiral lines, which exhibit however no regular figure. 


Near it likewiſe were lately found ſeveral ſilver coins; 


one of King Edward VI.; the reſt of Queen Eliza- 
beth; aach of them ſeems to contain about one third or 
DG fourth 


exact drawing of this ſtone has been lately ſent by Mr Reid to the Lon. 
don Society of Antiquaries. This moat and ſtone ſeem both to have been 
formerly either places or objects of religious worſhip. And the figure of 
the croſs ſeems to have been a pious artifice of ſome Chriſtian miſſionaries, 


in order to ſanctify the idolatrous worſhip which their new converts paid 


ty theſe perpendicular ſtones. 
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ſeſſion of ma Brown i in Borland. 


"DR eee of Namens names of places here 4 
ſaid by thoſe who know ſomething of the Saxon, to be de. 
_ rived from that language. Sceraburn (Skyreburn, the 


name of a burn or ſmall river which runs through the pa. 


riſn) fignifies Clear Burn; this ſeems to be defcriptive af 
the colour of its water. Cardoneſs, derived from Cer 2 
fort, Don or Dun a hill, and Neſs a point of land jutting 
out into the ſea ; that is, the fort ſituated on the hill j Jutting 
but into the ſea, This is alſo very deſcriptive of the ſitua. 
tion of the Caſtle. The ſea ſtill flows to within a few Pace 
of it; and from the banks of ſhells that are depoſited on each 
ſide of the point of land on which it is built, it appears 
| that the ſea, at no very diſtant. period, waſhed the rock on 
which it now ſtands, Some names are ſaid to be derived 
from the Gaelic. . 


« Advantages and D:ſadvantages—The advantages of thi 
pariſh are, its vicinity to the ſea, on account of which, lime 
and other articles are got with very little land. carriage, 


and great quantities of ſhells lie on the ſhore, in the lower 


end of the pariſh, which experience has proved to be well 
adapted to the improvement of land. The great road from 
_ Carliſle to Portpatrick pafles through the pariſh. The other 

roads in it are judiciouſly directed, and generally in good re. 
pair. The ſcarcity of fuel is one diſad vantage; peats are not 
plenty; in ſome places of the pariſh they muſt be carried 
4 miles. The coals uſed muſt be brought from Cumberland 
or Ayrſhire; the high duty hitherto impoſed on which, 
rendered them extremely dear, and amounted almoſt to 


a prohibition againſt their being uſed by the middle and 
lower ranks, 
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be BY fora perſons who underſtand the Gaelic, It 1s cad 
that Garvald is compounded of two words in that 


1 language, vis, Gar, rough or rugged, and Vald, a ſmall 

8 | 

- water or burn. This etymology is exactly deſcriptive of 

the local ſituation of Garvald, for the village is fituated 

[Co I 1 85 
Vor. XIII. 5 + F upon 

10t | | 

ed * The bai of Garvald and Baro were united in 1702. The preſent 

nd incumbent's immediate predeceſſor preached, in terms of the decieet of 

h, annexation, at Garvald and Baro, per alternatas vices, till about the year 

to 1743 or 1744, when the kirk of Baro fell into diſrepair, It is now a 

| 1 complete ruin. In old papers, the name of this place 15 always written 

I" 


Garyald, never Garvit. 
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upon a ſmall water or burn, the bed or run nof which greatly 
abounds in ones of various fizes, as there are a great n 
freeſtone quarries along its banks. When this water i 
flooded, ſuch 1s the immenſe foree and rapidity of the 
ſtream, that it ſweeps along, and throws out upon the loy 
_ grounds,. ſtones of a great weight and fize- Im October 
1775 this water was prodigiouſly floeded, overflowed all its 
banks, and had it not cut out a new run for itſelf, the whole 
village would have been infallibly ſwept away by this 
ſudden inundatren. The depth of the water in ſome 
houſes of the village was upwards of 3 feet. The united 
Pariſhes of Garvald and Baro extend from E. to W. about 
8 or 9 miles, and from N. to S. about 4 or 5. Their f. 
gure is irregular, being interſected by ſeveral of the adjz- 
cent pariſhes. The air is extremely pure and healthful, 
Having at all times a free and full circulation, its ſalubrity 
is feldom injured by noxious vapours. The inhabitants are 
of a robuſt and healthy conſtitution, and generally enjoy 
the bleſſings of life to a remote old age. There died lately 
in this pariſh a man upwards of go, and there are living in 
it juſt now a number of perſons on the borders of 80, who 
_ ſupport the fatigues of their reſpective employments with 
a conſiderable degree of ſtrength and activity. No epide- 
mical diftempers are peculiar to the inhabitants; colds, 
fevers, of different kinds, and the ſmall-pox, ſometimes 
prevail here . The grounds that lie in the S. and N. ot 
theſe pariſhes, exhibit ſo different an appearance, that the) 
are a ſtriking contraſt to each other. The grounds that lie 
TY 5 | 5 


* 1 for the ſmall- pox hath been 3 WO the com- 
mon people are not quite recunciled to it. However a great many of 
this claſs do now incculate their children, as inoculation hath been 
practiſed wich great ſucceſs in this country ; ; few having died that wer 
inoculate, Formerly this diſtemper proved. f fatal to a vaſt number ot 
young people, 
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30 "'D 8. are moſtly covered with heath, 7 a thin gravelly 
foil, others are of a deep moſs, abounding with ſwamps 
and marſhes. | The whole range of the Lammermoor Hills, 
which in theſe pariſhes extend from E. to W. about 8 or 
g miles, are for the moſt part covered with heath, inter- 
ſperſed with large plots of graſs. The grounds that lie i in the 
N. are of a deep, rich clay ſoil, and produce excellent crops 
of wheat, barley, oats, Wc, "Theſe towards the E. are of | 
a fine light gravelly ſoil, excellently adapted for the culture 


of turnips and potatoes, both of which are here raiſed to a 


great extent. A great part of the ſoil in theſe pariſhes 15 
either of this deſcription, or of a deep rich . 5 


Axriculture, Ue—Agriedeare is the Fete 8 occupa- 
tion in theſe pariſhes, as the farmers who rent the Lam- 
mermoor Hills rent at the ſame time the adjacent low 
grounds to a conſiderable extent. The lands which lie o 
the N. of theſe hills are moſtly encloted, and their agricul- 
ture in a ſtate of very high improvement. Lime brought 
from the diſtance of 4 or 5 miles is extenſively uſed, and 
proves an excellent ſtimulus. Turnips, as they are always 
raiſed with dung, and frequently cleaned, have a ſurpriting 
efect in meliorating and enriching the ſoil. Fallow is an- 
other ſpecies of improvement practiſed with great ſucceſs, 
and to a confiderable extent. But the greateſt improve- 
ment in agriculture is that of ſowing the land with graſs- 
leeds, and turning it into paſture for a few years. This 
ſpecies of improvement is found to be the beſt reſtorative 
where manure cannot be procured. Excellent crops of all 
kinds of grain are raiſedgbut the moſt prevailing are thoſe 
of oats and barley ; wheat and peaſe to a leſs extent. As 
2 great part of the ſoil of theſe pariſhes is of a fine light 
gravelly ſoil, excellently adapted for the culture of turnips 


ind potatoes, both of them are raiſed to a conſiderable extent. 


On 


__ culture, 
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. On two farms adjacent to this village, far” ſeveral year 
paſt, from 8 to 90 acres of turnip have been raiſed ; ; and 
on ſe veral other tarms to the weſtward, from 20 to 30 acres. 
A few ſheep, and a great number of black cattle, were fed 
with theſe turnips, and ſold to the butcher. Potatoes like. 
wife are raiſed to a conſiderable extent; for, beſides what 
the tenants and their cottagers raiſe for the uſe of their 
families, a number of people in the village and neighbour. 
hood rent land from the tenants, and plant it with potatoes, 
at the rate of L. 4 or L. 5 the acre. They eſteem this root 
both an agreeable and wholeſome food, and it is one of the 
principal articles on which they ſubſiſt for a conſiderable 
part of the ſeaſon. The ploughing with two horſes with. 
out a driver is a method which is univerſally adopted in 
this country. Some affirm, that a plough with two horſes 
will perform as much work in a day, as one with four 
which was formerly uſed. Others are of a different opi- 
nion. There are in the pariſh about 20 tenants, remark- 
able for their induſtry, application, and knowledge in agti- 
One of theſe 


tenants are ſcarcely to de found any where. 


lately wrote an eſſay upon the beſt method of railing a green 


crop. for which he was adjudged a gold medal, value L. 5, 
5s by the Truſtees for the Improvement of Fiheries and 
Manufactures, Oc. He hath ſince written another eſſay 
upon tle ſame ſubject, for which he was allo adjudged a 
gold medal of the ſame value. But it is now ſaid, that in 


lieu of theſe medals, the Truſtees intend to compliment 


him with a plece of plate. There are about 46 or 47 


ploughgates in the pariſh, and each ploughgate 1 affeſſed 
in L. 1 Sterling, for making and repairing the roads. The 
beritors meet every year, accoiding to aq of Parliament, 
for the allocation of this aſſeſſment, and are extremely at- 
| On this ac- 
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tentive to this important branch of police. 
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cont the roads are kept 3 in pretty good repair as 5 leaſt. as 


much ſo as the extent of the funds will admit 4 


Sheep, He, and Black e winter, the number == 
of ſheep paſtured in this pariſh is about 5680; in ſummer, 
about 400 more at an average. Theſe are all of the Lam 
mermoor kind, except a very few which paſture on the 
low grounds. An attempt was made to introduce the 
Bakewell kind, but proved unſucceſsful ; the gentleman 
who made the attempt is now croſſing the breed with rams 
of the Lammermoor kind, Salving or ſmearing is a prac. 
tice which here univerſally prevails. Store farmers are 
of opinion, that this operation greatly contributes to pre- 
ſerve the animal from vermin, to render it more healthy, 
to improve, and even increaſe the quantity of wool. The 


ſore farmers annually ſell a conſiderable number of ewes, 


lambs, and wethers, but do not chooſe to have this number 
publiſhed. There are in the pariſh about 213 horſes, the 
| greateſt part of which is employed in agriculture. The 


bigh 


Price of Labour and Proviſions —An experienced man-ſervant re- 


eeives from L. 7 to L. 8 yearly. A woman-ſervant from L. 3 to L 4. 
Women, and young people of borh ſexes, employed in koeing turnip, and 
weeding the corns, from 5 d. to 6d. a-day without victuals. Taſkers, 
whote employment it is to threſh out the corn, receive one doll of every 
25, 0: the 25th part of their labour and this hath been their {tated wages 
tine immemorial. Cottagers or hynds receive their wages in gratn and 
ther perquiſites, which in this pariſh are much the fame with thi ſe de- 
tailed in the Statiſtical Accounts of this county already publiſhed. Ma- 


ſons receive 1 8. 8 d. a-day ; wrights 18. 6 d.; day-lab-orers from 10 d. 


tols.; tailors from 6d to 8 d. and their victuais. The price of oat-meal 
s generally about 28. the ſtone; beef, mut on, pork, and veal trom 3 d. 
to 4d. the pound. Hens from 1s. to ls. 4d. each; chickens trum 6 d. 
e 5d. each. LI: this country hens and chickens were never ſold by the 
pound weight time immemorial. All theſe articles of pruviiton vary ac- 
cording to the different leaſons of the year, 214d have riſen greatly within 
ſhe laſt ten or twelve years. 
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high price which horſes now bring at market hath induces 
the tenants to rear their own horſes, and a few for ale, 
In this country the price of a draught horſe i is from I. 25 


to L. 30, ſome higher. The number of black cattle a. 


mounts to 575, conſiſting chiefly of young and milch. co, 
The tenants breed a conſiderable number, not only to ſup- 
ply their own demands, but likewiſe for ſale; but this num. 
ber cannot be eaſily aſcertained, as it varies every year; 
| befides theſe, for many years paſt upwards of 100 black 
_ cattle have been annually fed on TY and fold to the 
| butcher. 


Villages. — There are 2 villages in theſe pariſhes, Gar. 
vald and Baro. The village of Garvald contains 214 in- 
habitants. Within theſe 14 or 15 years upwards of 30 
new houſes have been built in this village ; but prior to 
this period, and even ſince, almoſt an equal number of old 
ones have been pulled down. All the new houſes (except 
2 or z) are feus at the rate of L. 3 the acre, built by ma. 
ſons, wrights, weavers, ©c. In the vicinity of the village 
there is a great number of freeſtone quarries, of an ex- 
cellent quality, ſome of which are only at the diſtance of 
200 yards. The grounds in this neighbourhood are almoſt 
all encloſed with ſtones from theſe quarries. There are 4 
public houſes in the village; beſides theſe, there is an inn 


or public houſe at Danſkine, on the great road from Hit 


dington to Dunſe, where travellers receive proper accom· 
modation. Theſe, however, have had no bad effect on the 
morals of the people. Drinking to exceſs is leſs prevalent 
here than it was 20 years ago. The inhabitants of thele 


pariſhes, with a very few exceptions, are ſober, virtuous, 
induſtrious, and remarkably attentive to their different em- 


ployments. The village of Baro is ſmall, thinly inhabited, 
and 
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Nunraw and Hopes. The houſe of Nunraw ſome centu- 
ries ago was a nunnery belonging to the priory of Had- 
dington, and though modernized, ſtill exhibits evident 


marks of great antiquity. The houfe of Hopes i 15 pleaſant- 
ly ſituated, very near the bottom of a glen, and to the 


weſtward of one of the Lammermoor Hills, on which there 
is an extenfive and flouriſhing plantation of various forts of 
trees. This, and ſeveral others upon the eſtate, were raiſed 


by the late Charles Hay of Hopes, Eſq; a moſt polite and 


worthy gentleman. | Adjacent to this pleafant and roman- 
tick villa, there is a large garden, well ſtocked with a va- 
riety of fruit trees, through which a rivulet gently glides, 


md pinning ren it with water. 


Face fe raftical State, School, Poor, Ge. The Crowe i 104 | 


Marquis of Tweeddale are patrons. The ſtipend, inclu- 
ding the glebes of Baro and Garvald, upwards of L. 100 
Sterling; the manſe and office-houſes are in excellent re- 


pair ; the church is old, but hath been lately repaired. 
There are 6 heritors, 2 only are reſident. All the inha- 
bitants are of the Eſtabliſhed Religion, except 8 or 10 Se- 
ders There is but one ſchool in the pariſh. The 
{choolmaſter's ſalary is L. 100 Scots, beſides his perquiſites 


3s precentor and ſeſſion-clerk, an houſe and ſmall garden. 


The number of ſcholars from 62 to 80. The ſchool-wages 
ze, for Englith 1 s. the quarter; for writing 1s. 2 d.; for 


anthmetic 1s. 6d. He is not qualified to teach Latin, 
The number of penſioners at preſent on the poors roll 


amounts to 123 they live in their own houſes, and generally 
teceive $5, or 9 8. the quarter; ſome leſs, as this allow - 


ance 
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360  Stariflical Account 

ance varies according to circumſtances. This ſmall 4. 
lowance is granted only as an help to their induſtry, nc x 
an encouragement to ſloth and idleneſs. There is not ons 


| beggar within the limits of theſe pariſhes “. 


Population. According to Dr Webſter's teport, th 
number of fouls in 1755 was 774. At preſent (1793) i 
is 7394 of whom, males 349, females 381. Though vo 
manufactures are carried on in theſe pariſhes, yet the nun. 
ber of tradeſmen is, confiderable, including a few apprey 
tices; there are 13 Wrights, g maſons, 7 ſmiths, 8 weaver, 


_  * Beſides.the penſioners on the roll, occaſional ſypplies are granted to 
other families, who by ſickneſs ang misfortunes are reduced to neceftous 
| circumſtances. A conſiderable number of houſe-rents are allowed, both 
. to the penſioners upon the roll, and for neceſlitous perſons who are not, 
: and who do not receive any other ſupply. When, a widow is left with; 
or 4 children, who can do nothing for themſelves, the is allowed 155, 
16 8. the quarter. When one or two of theſe children arrive at the age 
of maturity, and can ſupport themſelves, her penſion is proportionally cur. 
tailed, When all of them arrive at this age, if the widow can ſupport 
| herſelf by her own labour, her name is ſtruck from the roll. The money 
- annually expeuded on tbe poor of theſe pariſhes amounts to L. 20 and up. 
wards. This ſup is raiſed, from the intereſt of a ſmall fund, from weekly 
collections at the church-door, mortcloths, marriages, Oc. No aſlef- 
ment hath been made for the poor of theſe pariſhes during the laſt 13 
years, the period of the preſent incumbent's admiſſion. In 1782, indeed, 
when the prices of all kinds of proviſions were {p, exorbitantly high, that 
many of the induſtrious poor were reduced to great (traits, the heritos 
voluntarily aſſeſſed themſelves in a ſmall, ſum, and purchaſed oat-meal to 
ſupply this uſeful ſet of men at the rate of 1 s. the peck. This neceſſary 
ſupply was intruſted to the management of the kirk- ſeſſion. No funds 1n 
the iſland are more frugally or conſcientioufly managed than the poor 
funds in Scotland. The Conſtitution of England hath juſtly been held 
up as the admiration and envy of furrounding nations; but in reſpect i 
the proviſion for the poor, it may be aſſerted, that the Nobulity and 
Gentry in Scotland neither admire nor envy their rich neighbours in the 
South, as their poors rates are enormaqus, 55 
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In the village of Garvald there is alſo a baker and brewer. 


In 1775, the period of the preſent incumbent's admiſſion, 


the number of ſouls was about goo. This alteration hath 


been produced by various cauſes, ſuch as the conjunction 
of farms, the ploughing with two horſes without a driver, 
the increaſed quantity of graſs-grounds, and the great de- 
creaſe in the number of cottages. The conjunction of 5 
farms greatly tends to depopulate the country, and to in- | 


creaſe the number of poor in towns and villages. 


Abſtract of the births, marriages, and deaths in the pa- 
riſhes of Gar vald and Baro, for 4 years n January 2 


1792, extracted from the records: * 


Years. 50 Birthe. Marriages. Deaths. ; 


1789, 17 4 "BS 

I 790, 15 3 
1791, 19 4 0 
1792, . -1 8 


Antiquities — Adjoining the Lammer-moor Hills are ſi- 


tuated the ruins of Whitecaſtle, in the eaſtern boundary of 
the pariſh, In the ages of violence and hoſtility this forti- 


fication was of conſiderable importance, as it guarded a 
paſs from the Merſe and from England. About a mile to 
the N. on the farm of Garvald, there is a large fortification 
or encampment, ſituated on a riſing ground; it is of a cir- 
cular form, and is in circumference about 1500 feet. A 


little to the weſtward, on the farm of Carfrae, there was 


till lately an encampment nearly of the ſame form and di- 
menſions *. Upon a peninſula formed by the water of 


Vol. XIII. e Hopes 


* A few years ago the ſtones of the encampment were «dag up to en- 
(loſe the farm, One of the workmen, in digging up theſe ſtones, found 
| | the 


5 tailors, 2 ſhoemakers, 2 millers, x cooper, and 1 dyer. 
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—_ Statiſtical Account 


Hopes on the E. and a large rivulet on the W. ſtands the 
ancient caſtle of Yeſter. Sir David Dalrymple, in his An. 
nals, relates, that Hugh Gifford de Veſter died in 126) 
<4 that in his caſtle there was a capacious cavern formed 
* by magical art, and called in the country Bobhall, .. 
45 Hobgoblin Hall.” A ſtair of 24 ſteps led down to this 

apartment, which is a large and ſpacious hall, with an arch. 
ed roof; and though it hath ſtood for ſo many centuries, 
and been expoſed to the external air for a period of 50 or 
60 years, it is ſtill as rm and entire as if it had only ſtood 
a few years. From the floor of this hall, another ſtair of 
36 ſteps leads down to a pit which hath a communication 
with Hopes-water. A great part of the walls of this large 
and ancient caſtle are ſtill ſtanding. There is a tradition 
| that the caſtle of Yeſter was the laſt fortification in this 
country that ſurrendered to General Gray, ſent into Scot- 
land by Protector Somerſet. About a mile below this 
majeſtic ruin, and on the ſame water, is ſituated Veſter 
Houſe *, a large, elegant and magnificent ſtructure, built of 
hewn ſtone of a fine reddiſh colour, brought from the 
lands of e in File, which tormerly belonged to this 
Noble 


the braſs handle of a ſword, which probably had been concealed there for 
ſeveral centuries. About 2 miles to the W. on the farm of Newlands 
| there are 2 large artificial tumuli thrown up in the middle of a plain, 
called by the country people the Black Caſtles and Green Caſtles, The 
Marquis of Tweeddale planted them with Scotch firs, and ſome gray 
wood many years ago, Autiquaries are of opinion that theſe tumuli, 
from their etymology, were formerly Roman ſtations. To the W. ol 
theſe tumuli there are other two encampments, one on the farm * Park; 
and the other on the eſtate of Hopes. 8 | 


* Yeſter Houſe is not within the limits of theſe pariſhes ; but as it Wi 
ſcarcely mentioned in the Statiſtical Account of its own parilh, the write! 
af this paper thought proper to give this ſhort account of it, 


of Garvald and Baro. 


Noble family. Both this elegant manſion and its pleaſure - 
ground have been greatly improved by the preſent Marquis 
of Tweeddale, a nobleman of a moft amiable character, and 
of a fine taſte, The encloſures and pleaſure-ground of Yeſter 
are about 10 miles in circumference, in which are woods 
and plantations to a great extent. A conſiderable part of 
the wood with which the caſtle of Veſter is almoſt ſur- 


363 


rounded, is within the limits of the pariſh of Garvald. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —The valued rent of the 
pariſh is L. 4133 Scots; the real rent cannot be eaſily aſ- 
certained. Farms are rented for the courſe of a 19 years 
leaſe at from 10 8. to L. 1, 58. the acre. A great many 
farms are let by the lamp, particularly thoſe in which part 
of the Lammermoor Hills are included. There are three 
threſhing machines in the pariſh, The original coſt of 
each is about L. 60 or L. 70 Sterling; they are drawn by 
4 horſes, and require 6 or 7 people to attend the opera- 
tion; they threſh at the rate of 5 or 6 bolls in an hour. 
Coals are generally uſed for fuel in this pariſh, and a few 
peats. Fourteen ſtone of coals (or what is here called a 
load) now coſt 7 d. which 10 or 12 years ago colt only 5 d. 


They are moſtly brought from Penſtone and Pencaitland, 


at the diſtance of 6 or ) miles. A few years ago a ſociety 


of a charitable complexion was eſtabliſhed in this pariſh. 
The defign of this ſociety is to afford relief to the fick, the 


infirm, and the aged. Every member at his entrance 


pays I 8. and as long as he continues a member, the ſame 


ſum quarterly. This Society hath already afforded relief 
to ſeveral perſons in diſtreſs, who otherwiſe muſt have 


come upon the poors funds. On which account they merit 


the attention and encouragement of the public, 
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NUMBER XXV. 


PARISH or CARMICHAEL, |ff iy 

DE THR Soon ou toy e 37 
| neigh 

| (Coonry or LANARK, Srxor OF Grascow AND An, wer 
PRESBYTERY or LANARK.) | Os temp 
Ng vari] 
: | above 
Zy the Rev. Mr RoBERT INGLIS, | 7 
18 55 | _ 1 conte 
: Ea 
Was b 
5 5 1739 
Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, Climate, oc. | bly o 
3 . of Pr 
NATE appears to have been the tutelary ſaint of ordin 
4. this pariſh, there being in it a well and bog that go WW atter 
by his name. Hence Carmichael, the caſtle or dwelling the w 
of Michael. The fame is the name of the principal fami- he w. 
ly in the pariſh, created Earls of Hyndford, beginning of 

this century, and who, till of late, have long reſided here. 
| The pariſh is 5 miles in length; and from 3 to 4 h „ 
breadth. The ſurface of this pariſh is very unequal; in it "as 
are ſeveral hills of conſiderable height, covered for the 2351. 


moſt part with ſhort heath. On the S. and 5. E. ſtands gow, : 
Tinto, ſaid to ſignify the “ hill of fire,” the name given 


palſag 
to a range of hills, ſtretching above 2 miles from E. to * 
S8. W. Near the eaſt end of this range, there riſes greatly the pe 
| above the reſt, a mountain, ſomething of a circular form, WF «ub 
carie 


upon 


of Carmichael, 365 


ypon the top of which is a large cairn, or heap of ſtones, 


how collected, or for what purpoſe, it is impoſſible to ſay. 
Upon the ſouth ſide, and at no great diſtance from the 


ſummit, is a ſpring of good water v. The ſoil is very va- 
rious ; towards the Clyde, it is in general thin, ſandy, and 
dry. The S. W. and ſouthern parts, where arable, are 
clayey and wet. Situated ſo high, and in the immediate | 
Ng RE" of ſo many hills, the climate is cold and 
1t is, however, not unhealthy, few epidemical di- 
{cr:pers prevail here, and ſome perſons have lived in this 
pariſh to a great age. There are in it at preſent, ſeveral 
above 80, and 2 in their 92d year, one of whom, an heri- 
tor, retains the entire uſe of his faculties, is cheerful and 
contented, walks about, and amuſes himſelf in his garden. 


| Earl of Hyndford, bis Plantations, Ce. In this pariſh 
was born John, third Earl of Hyndford, who. in the years 
1739 and 1740, was Commiſſioner to the General Aſſem- 


bly of the Church of Scotland. In 1741, upon the King 


of Pruſſa's invading Sileſia, he was ſent as Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary to that Prince, and the year 
after accommodated the differences which had occaſioned 


the war. Upon the conclufion of the treaty of Breſlaw, 


he was created a Knight of the Thiſtle, and as a deſtimony 1. 
of 


* The higheſt point of the cairn is above the Clyde about a mile 
N. E. from the bottom of the mountain, 1740 feet; above the Clyde, at 
the bridge of Lanark, 2050 feet; and at the old bridge of Glaſgow, 
23514 feet. So that from oppoſits to the N. E. part of Tinto to Glaſ. 
gow, a diſtance of little more than 3o miles, the Clyde falls 6114 1 feet. 
About half a mile from the weſt end of this range of hills, there i is a 


paſſage through it, which has much the appearance of being, although 
not wholly formed, yet greatly aſſiſted by art, For a conſiderable way, 


the paſſage is little more than 7 feet wide, the mountain rifing ſteep on 
each fide ; and at the north end there are little hills, which ſeem, as if 
carried from the middle, to make the paſſage eaſier. 
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of the ſatisfaction of the contending powers, he receive; 
from the King of Pruſſia a grant, for adding to his coy 
of armsj the Eagle of Sileſia, with this motto, Ex zen 
merito, which was ratified by the Queen of Hungary, 
In 1744, he went Ambaſſador to the Court of Ruſſa, 
where he continued till the end of 1749, and wx 
very inſtrumental in accelerating the peace of Aix k 
Chapelle. On his return to Britain, he was appointed 
one of the Lords of the Bed- chamber, and of the Privy 
Council. While he thus ſerved his country in a public 
capacity, he was highly uſeful to the place of his nativity, 
by employing, for many years, a great number of work 
men in the buildings, and extenſive plantations, carried on 


at Carmichael, and at Weſtraw, in the nei ghbouring paril 


of Pettinain. Upon theſe, the whole rent of the eſtate, 
and ſometimes more was expended. There are at Carmi. 
chael 1200 acres encloſed and ſubdivided by bim. The 
_ encloſing and planting was begun about the year 1738, and 
moſtly completed in the 1962. The ſtone and earthen 
| fences at Carmichael alone, are ſaid to meaſure 35 miles 
The encloſures are of differents fizes, containing from 29 
to 30 acres, and upwards, ſurrounded by belts of plantation 
of various breadths, from 40 to above 100 feet. The 
quantity of ground occupied by the plantations has no 
been aſcertained, but the weedings here, and at Weltraw, 
yield near L. 200 annually. The preſent Earl is adding 
to the plantations, having planted this laſt ſeaſon about 
| 10,000 trees. In the plantations here, is a great vari) 
ol pines. The larix grows faſt in every ſoil, at the fame 
time yielding a cloſe pored tough wood. There was 2 l. 
rix tree cut here, when 24 years old, the root cut of which 
8 feet long, was ſquared into planks of the mean breadth ol 
inches. The Scotch fir thrives well in dry ground, & 
does the filver fir in ſeveral ſoils, where it riſes to a geit 
height, making a beautiful and ſtriking appearance. Ti 
Des Weymou 
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Weymouth, or + New England pine, ens muck more de- 


licate, and does not attain to any great ſize. The ſpruce 


fr, when young, grows faſt, from its conical figure, makes 
an excellent nurſe to hard wood trees, but appears ſhort 


lived, as here, even in the moſt favourable ſituations, when 


about 40 years old, it begins to die at top, and quickly | 
decays. In planting the larix, which is now ſo juſtly va- : 


lued, there generally prevails what appears an error. It : 
z commonly planted out from a foot to 18 inches, or more 


in height, with ſeedling, Scotch, or ſpruce firsas nurſes, grow- 


ing much faſter than either, 1ts tender ſhoots are always 


expoſed to the violence of the ſtorm, and much waved by 
the wind. It might perhaps ſucceed as well to plant the 
nurſes 3, 4, or even 5 years before, by which time, ha- 


ring attained ſome ſize, they would be a better ſhelter by” 
the arix; there ſeems no danger of this being ſmothered 


by the others, as no tree grows better in the ſhade, and by : 


conſequence it anſwers well for filling up wants in planta- 


tions. The encloſures here are generally let from year to 


year in paſture, and in that way yield perhaps an higher 
rent than they would do in tillage. There are in the pa- 
tin a few encloſures, and ſome plantations belonging to 


Mr Carmichael of Eaſtend. Lord Douglas has alſo enclo- 


ſed a hill, containing near 300 acres, to be planted next 
leaſon, which, when grown, will be an ornament to the 


country, being ſeen 1n leveral Girecions:: at a great di- 
dance. 


Agriculture. Agriculture is for the moſt part carried 


on in the old manner. The diviſion into croft and outfield 


8 generally retained. Formerly the croft was kept con- 
ſtantly i in crop, by which, particularly i 1n wet ſeaſons, the 


crops, though bulky, being much filled with weeds, yield- 


ed little good Faun, Convinced hd the 1 impropriety of this 
| manzgement; 
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management, many of the tenants are now laying part a 
their croft under paſture, and cleaning other parts with po. 
tatoes, and ſome with turnips. The general crops are oats, 
bear or bigg, and a few peas; the lateneſs of our harvef 

are unfavourable to the laſt ſpecies of grain. The ſeaſons 
of ſowing are generally, for oats and peas, from the mid. 
dle of March till towards the end of April ; for bear, from 
the beginning to the end of May; for turnip, from the iſt of 
June to the end of the month. There are as yet but fen 
of theſe, and little graſs fown. They are however fair 
introduced ; and as the farmers begin to ſee the advan. 


tage of them, they are likely to be more generally 


ſown. The ſeaſons of reaping are various. Bigg is gene. 
rally cut from the iſt to the 20th of September, and oats 
from that to the beginning of November. The greatel 
improvement that has been made in any branch of hu 

bandry in this pariſh, is in the management of the dairy, 
Farms which 50 years ago made little butter for fale, and 
Not as much cheeſe as was ſufficient for the conſumption of 
the farmer's family, now depend upon thoſe articles for the 
payment of ſome, the half, and others the greateſt part ct 
their rent. If the produce of their cows and bear crop wil 
not pay the rent, it is reckoned too high. The cauſes 
which formerly retarded improvements in agriculture in 
this pariſh were its diſtance from markets for its produce, 
bad roads, and the lateneſs of its climate and ſoil. The two 
firſt of theſe are in a great meaſure removed. The eſt 
bliſhment of cotton-works at Lanark and Douglas hs 
brought ready markets for butter, cheeſe, and grain, within 
a few miles, whereas formerly the principal market for the 
two firſt of theſe was Edinburgh, and for the laſt Glaſgow, 
the one above, the other near 30 miles diſtant, and the 


roads to both ſo bad, that during the winter and ſpring 


months, the general mode of carriage was upon horſes 
backs 
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backs. By the exertions of the proprietors | in the mah 
hourhood, an handſome and commodious bridge of five 
arches has been built over the Clyde, one end of which 
dands in this pariſh, and the roads are ſo much improved 
that carts paſs at all ſeaſons. The ſtatute-labour is partly 
exacted in kind, and partly commuted. There are two 
turnpikes within the pariſh. The climate and ſoil continue x. 
great diſcouragements to the exertions of the farmer. For 
after much expenſe and toil, by one night's froſt, or a con- 
tinuance of rainy weather in harveſt, his hopes are often 
diſappointed, and he ſeldom knows what it is completely to 
fave a fully ripened crop. The oats generally ſown are 
what are here called the Tweeddale or Blainſſie, and the 
moorland Ayr ſeed. The laſt is about a week or ten days 
earlier than the firſt, Earlier kinds of oats have been tried, 
but they are ſo apt to ſhake if not cut before fully ripe, and . 
on poor land yield ſo little fodder, (a circumſtance much 
attended to, where ſo much depends upon rearing and keep- 
ing cattle), that in the preſent ſtate of the grounds, they 
are not thought to be profitable. They might ſucceed bet- 
ter were the fields more ſheltered, and the ſoil made richer, 
as in ſome ſmall rich and ſheltered ſpots, they yield abun- 
dant crops. The kind that is moſt likely to anſwer, is what 
s called the ſmall barley corn, or the red oats. They ap- 
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dear much the ſame; but even theſe anſwer only upon the 
K 3 | | 
| richeſt of our grounds . Arable farms here contain a from | 
NO 3 c ; 
Vor. XIII. 4A . yo 
2 5 5 th 
E *The boy that have bak 8 point out graſs a as tha 
in great object of the farmer's attention in this pariſh, and that tillage 
he oaght to be employed only for the purpoſe of meliorating the paſture, or 
. preſerving it in proper order. Grain, with the diſadvantages of late har- 
bs veſts, and the preſent high wages of ſervants, will not pay a rent, and de- 
he fray the expenſe of labouring. Conv inced of this, ſome cf the tenants 
ng have diſmiſſed their labouring ſervants and Hbories, and laid their farms 
{os under paſture, This would be done with more advantage, were their 
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90 to 180 acres, and rent from ſomething above 5 8. to 
10 8. the acre. They are generally laboured by the te 


nants and their ſons and daughters, or by hired ſervants * 1 
live in the family. The employing theſe, and not co. 15 
tagers, has the effect of mak ing ſervants ſcarcer. Ploughmen M. 
receive from 6 to 8 and 9 guineas a-year, with board and ide o 
waſhing, which is nearly double of what they got 20 year longs 
ago. Women receive from L. 3 to L. 4, valuing what ar three 
called bountiths. Labourers wages are from 18. to 1s. 30, a P! 
without victuals, or 8 d. to 10 d. with them in ſummer, four. 

: Carts with two wheels are univerſally uſed, as is the Scotch by m 
plough, thought beſt adapted to ſtiff and foul ground, muni 
There are a few ſheep-farms, which are rented by the wrou 
number of theep they are ſuppoſed to maintain, and differ ſuch 
according to-the quality of the paſture, being from ſome- for d 
55 thing above 2 8. to near 3 s. the head. The theep kept ate the 
the black faced. and black legged kind, ſuppoſed the har. ploy 
dieſt and beſt adapted to this high fituation. No fair trial 6 d. t 
has been made of any other kind. Smearing, or laying abou! 
with tar and butter, is generally praiſed, and thought to in th 
defend the animal from vermin and being hurt by wetneh, diffie 
A few kept within the encloſures, where they are more bour 
ſheltered, have for ſome years gone without ſmearing, and two! 
done very well, only the wool has become a very little from 
coarſer. When fed as the high grounds upon which they nelgl 
are reared will admit, the carcaſe weighs from 30 lb. to coal 
40 lb. Dutch weight. It takes from 6 to 8 fleeces to make for { 
„555 I . 1 — varif 

| annu 

«rounds encloſed, and ſheltered with belts of diente tie. Quickſet hedges cottc 
are indeed difficult to rear in this high ſituation, and poor thin ſoil. But glas, 
by forming a proper bed for them before planting, getting thorns of ſuftt- 1 
cient ſtrength, and paying attention to them for the few firſt yeats, they in tl 
may be raiſed, and make both a fence and ſhelter. In many places of the Hy n 


pariſh, there is both moor and free ſtone to be had at a moderate expenlt. 
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the lone of wool, which had been ſold within the laſt ten 


years, from 28. to 68. the ſtone, 22 pounds to the ſtone. 


Minerals. There is one coal mine fituated in the S. W. 
fide of this pariſh, adjoining to that of Douglas, which be- 
longs to the Earl of Hyndtord. Three ſeveral ſeams, from 
three to fix feet in height, and of a very good quality, are 
at preſent working. They decline S. W. about one in 
four. Till of late no coal had been wrought in this pariſh 
by machinery. Levels had been at different periods com- 
municated from the low grounds, and ſo much of the coal 
wrought as theſe drained. The whole coal to be got by 


ſuch levels being wrought out, a ſteam- engine is now uſed 


for draining it more to the dip. The coals are carried to 
the bank by the colliers and their children, or others em- 
ployed for the purpoſe. Coals are ſold upon the hill at 
64. the load, of 12 pecks Linlithgow meaſure, which is near 
about 3d. the cwt. They have been raiſed about a third with- a 
in the laſt 20 years, and were for ſome time laſt winter with 
difficulty to be got. There is, as in the caſe of all other la- 
bourers, a great riſe in the wages of colliers; a man, with 
two children of to and 12 years of age, it is ſaid, can earn 


from 3s. to 48. a- day. It is believed that in this, and the 


neighbouring pariſh of Douglas, there is a certainty of 


coal to anſwer the higheſt demand that can be expected 
for ſome centuries. The quantity of coal ſold from this 
parilh at preſent is ſaid to be 10,009 loads and upwards 


annually, The demand has increaſed greatly ſince the 


cotton manufactures were eſtabliſhed at Lanark and Dou- 
glas, and is ſtill increaſing. There is one lime work alſo 


in the S. W. ſide of the pariſh, belonging to the Earl of 


Hyndford, which is wrought by an open quarry, and drain- 
+ by a level. There js nothing remarkable in the ſtone ; 
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hs yields 8.4 lime. Shells are : ſold at 1 5 d. Per” Nacke F | 


lime at 7 d. the boll, Linlithgow meaſure. | 


| ManyfaBures—There | is a ee in the pariſh begun 


9 years ago, by two young men, natives of the place, who 


now manufacture 700 cattle hides, and 90⁰ calyes ſkins 


annually. There are 18 weavers, the great part of whom 


are employed in working coarſe linen and woollen cloths 


for the people in the neighbourhood. Two or three are 


occaſionally employed | in ſhe cotton buſineſs from Glaſgow 


or Lan ark. 


Heritors, School, Poor, $0,—Thi Earl of Hyndford 15 


patron of the pariſh, and proprietor of near the one half of 
it. There are two other heritors, Lord Douglas, and Mr 


Carmichael of Eaſtend. The laſt only reſides.— There ö 
zs a pariſh- ſchool, at which there are generally from 30 


to 40 ſcholars. The ſchoolmaſter is precentor, ſeſſion. 
clerk, and kirk-treaſurer ; the income ariſing from the 


whole ſeldom exceeds, and is ſometimes below L.15; 


_ a-year, with a houſe and ſmall garden *,—The poor in 


this pariſh are maintained or aſſiſted in their own. hou- 


| ſes; none of them are allowed to go without the bounds 
of the pariſh; none of them, indeed, go from houſe to 


houſe in it. There are generally 10 or 12 upon the 


roll, who receive a ſupply once in 4 weeks, more or 
leſs, according to their circumſtances, beſides a few, who 


receive a {mall oecational aid. There is expended from 


L. 28 


* Beſides this, thers is another ſchool, above three miles from the 
pariſh one, and in the neixhbourhood of the coal- work. At this there 


are generally from 20 to 30 ſcholars. The maſter is paid by the ſcholars, 


_ excepting one guinea given yearly by each of the grea! proprietors. His 
income is from L. 6 to L 9 a.year, with a ſmall houſe and garden. The 
ground was given by the two neighbouring heritors. The houſe WH. 
built, and is kept in repair by the inhabitants in the neighbourhood. 
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[,28 to L. 30, or a little above 4 30 year. This ariſes 
from the intereſt of a ſmall capital, part of it a mortifica- 


tion by one of the family of Hyndford, the reſt accumu- 
ated from former ſavings, from collections made at church, 
aud private marriages and baptiſms. The heritors do not 
regularly contribute any thing, chere being no aſſeſſment; 


but at wy time when aſked, have done it en 5. 


Poletion—According to Dr Webers report, de 
number of ſouls in 1755 was 899. The population of the 


pariſh at preſent is 781; of theſe, above 10 years old, 590; 


under 10, 191; males, 367 M females, 414; families, 180; 


of which 11 conſiſt of ſingle perſons. The average number 


of births for 11 years paſt is 22; the marriages near to 5 ; 5 
jhe deaths, ſo near as can be aſcertained, 14, but of theſe 


50 1 is kept 1. 


Miſcellaneous 


* This was experienced after the bad harveſt of 1782; they that year 


purchaſed meal, which was ſold through the whole ſeaſon, not to thoſe _ 
upon the public charity only, but to many others whoſe circumſtances 
required it, at the reduced price of 18. the peck. There were no good 


ſeed oats in the pariſh that ſeaſon; ſome few, the growth of the pariſh, 
were ſown ; none of them did well; but it was remarked, that ſuch as 


were green at the time the troſt happened, and not cut till ſome time 


after, did hetter than ſuch as were nearly ripe. Though almoſt the whole 


of the ſeed ſown the following ſpring was brought from a diſtance, yet 
the crop did not afford meal ſufficient for the ſupport of the inhabitants; 


mey were : ſupplied with grain, particularly whits Peas, from Leith. 


t The need e appears to be nearly the nue 4 un the end of laſt 
and beginning of this century. The average number of births for x1 
years from the 1694, is within a ſmall fraction of 22. Although ſeveral 
houſes were taken down when the lands at Carmichael were encloſed, yet 
the number of inhabitants has been kept up, by the planting and building 
that were at that time carrying on, and ſince, by the increaſe of the coal. 
Forks, in the neighbourhood of which, ſeveral new houſes have been 
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Miſcellaneoas Oꝶſer vations.— Except thoſe employed is 
the coal-work, the great body of the people in this pariſh 
are farmers and labourers. They are in general ſober eco. 
nomical, and induſtrious, enjoy the neceſſaries of life, and 
ſeem contented with their fituation. There are few dif. 
ſenters from the Eftabliſhed Church; 2 Byrghers, and 10 
or 12 Macmillanites, all quiet inoffenfive people. There 
are kept in the pariſh 2500 ſheep, 156 Jabouring horſes, | 
54 colts; the number of theſe laſt is very variable, depend. 
Ing upon the encouragement there 1s for rearing horſes, 
The horſe colts are commonly ſold at 12 or 15 months old, 
and bring from L.6 to L. 15 price. There are 470 milch 
cows; 250 queys. The above is excluſive of what are 
paſtured in ſummer in part of the encloſures of Carmichael, 
which are poſſeſſed by dealers, who keep no fixed flock 
upon them. 


£ lately built. If the cotton manufactures at Lanark and Douglas ſucceed, 

tue population of this pariſh is likely to decreaſe. The grounds being 
moſtly in the poſſeſſion of two great proprietors, who grant no feus, is un- 
favourable to the raiſing of a manufacturing village, which might other- 

wiſe happen. A proprietor, on the oppoſite of the Clyde, in the pariſh 
of Lanaik, has lately feued ſeveral ſmall pieces of ground, —_ which 
houſes are SIS une ſome e = 


NUM. 


NUMBER XXVL 
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PARISH or AL VIE, 


(Corr or — Sue oF. Monzar, Paraur- 
TERY OF ABERNETHT * 


By the Rev. My Joun Gonbox. 


Cm - 


Name, Situation, Extent, Sur face, Soil, G'. 


LVIE, in ſome old charters called Alloway, 18 pro- 


cold in winter, within + mile of the high road. All the 
names of places here are Gaelic, and deſcriptive of their lo- 
cal ſituation, The pariſh lies in the diftri&t of Inverneſs- 


pal inhabited diviſion lies along the river Spey, on the N. 
ide, between N. E. and S. W. 10 miles long, and from 


eading from Inverneſs, Fort een, Se. to DOE 
ear 


bably derived from the Gaelic Alleibh, 2. e. Cold 

| Iſland,“ the place being formed into a peninſula by a 
| lake; within the neck is the kirk, manſe, and nearly all 

the glebe, a delightful ſituation in ſummer, but extremely 
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ſhire called Badenoch (buſhy), from its being interſperſed 
with buſhes of wood. Its form is irregular. The princi- 


to 2 miles broad, through which runs the great road 
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378 Ftatiſtical Accouttt 
Near the centre of the pariſh the river Feſſie falls into the 
Spey from the 8. direct along which lies the ſecond diyi. 
 fion of the pariſh, extending ſouthward 6 miles, from 2 tg 
4 mile in breadth ; but including the hills, the pariſh ex: 
| tends from N. to S. upwards of 20 miles. The hills in 
general are extremely barren, covered with heath, fre. 
quently rocky; thoſe to the S. of the Spey (the Grampians) 
are much higher than thoſe to the N. probably as high « 
any in Scotland from the level of the ſea, on whoſe tops 
there is not the ſmalleſt vegetation ; the interjacent val. 
lies afford a plentiful and rich paſture in ſummer, but are 
for the moſt part inacceſſible in winter. The hills did 

_ abound in moorfowl; ptarmigan, and mountain hares, with 
| ſome deer and roe, which are exceedingly diminiſhed of 
late years, owing more to the inclemency of the weather 
during the hatching ſeaſon, than the havock of the ſport. 
man. The lower, or arable part of the pariſh, interſeQed 
by the Spey for the ſpace of 2 miles, conſiſts of a light, 
dry foil, much incumbered with ſtones, lying on ſandy 
gravel, producing heavy crops of corn in a wet enn, but 
| excontingly hare in dry Wenther: 


Apel Oc. —The crops conſiſt of oats, rye, barley 
and potatoes. In general there is a ſufficiency for the 
ſubſiſtence of the inhabitants; the rent (all money) 1s paid 
from the increaſe of the cattle. There is only one farm 
ſtocked wholly with ſheep. The late or early froſts ſeldom 
fail to hurt the potatoes in ſome degree, which is a great 
bar to the culture of that moſt uſeful root. Seldom any more 
than the third of the crop of peas 1s ſaved; it is only ſow! 
by thoſe who lime; the mildews frequently affect the oats 
and bear; turnip is rarely ſown beyond the garden. There 
is not ſo much flax raiſed as is ſufficient for the conſumption 


of the inhabitants, owing to the bad ſervices 1 in the neiglt- 
AI + pouring 


ud 


of Alvie. 5 377 


bouring mill, together with the difficulty of procuring ſeed | 


in this inland ſituation. There are a few farms having ex- 
tenſive meadows along the Spey, which are extremely 


productive of graſs, but liable to frequent overflows ; to re- ö 
medy which one of the moſt extenfive meadows has been 
lately ſurrounded with an earthen bank by the proprietor, 


which reſcues it completely from the ſummer and harveſt 
floods, ſo that rich crops of corn can be now with ſafety 
raiſed, where the graſs was formerly precarious. The 


gentlemen of the pariſh have begun of late to lime their 


lands, which has anſwered extremely well, producing 


luxuriant crops of corn and graſs; but the inferior tenants 


cannot be prevailed on to adopt this mode of farming, 


though very ſenfible of its benefit, alleging as a cauſe _ 
their poverty and ſhortneſs of their leaſes, from 5 tog 

years. It might be for their benefit that the proprietor 
would article in their leaſes, that ſo much mult be limed 
annually, The pariſh abounds with fir, birch, alder, 

and a few oaks; one proprietor only has an excluſive right | 
to the woods on his own eſtate, who has lately let a lot of 
it to a Company, which will probably bring him L. 2000 
| before the expiration of the leaſe; the other woods are 


ſubjected to a ſervitude, (i. e. all the feuars have an equal 


privilege), which is a great loſs to the proprietors, and, 


upon the whole, a diſadvantage to the tenants, as on this 
account no melioration is allowed for houſes, and now 


all the principal wood is mangled and deſtroyed by this 


libertine mode of cutting, ſo that they can hardly be ſup- 


plied from them with the neceſſary timber. — The old Scots 


plough is generally uſed ; the gentlemen uſe the Engliſh 
plough, from which they find a great benefit. All the 


farm work is carried on with horſes, of which they muſt 


have a great number on account of their fuel, which is at 
2 great diſtance, and difficult of acceſs for thoſe on the N. 
Vor. XIII. 5 24. 
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of the Spey, where horſes can 1 only bach date the 


ſouthern diviſion of ch, pariſh is ann 195 eaſily wt 
plied with _ — burn wood. 


düsen. The: natives are remarkable 15 the 


. quantity and quality of white plaiding they bring to mar. 


© "ket; all manufaQuring what wool their own exigencies 
will permit in that manner. Their blankets and clothing 
have very few dyes, and are extremely coarſe; their plaid. 
ing ſells at about 10 d. the ell LA; 39 inches. ) 


Morals, TIE 18 very uncommon to have any recourſe 


to the Sheriff, much leſs to the Juſticiary Court; any dif. 
ference ariſing is ſettled by the Juſtices of the Peace for 


the diſtrict. Only one ſuicide has been heard of. They 
are much addicted to drinking of whiſky ; whence, at their | 
public meetings (ſuch as burials, &c.) ſquabbles are fre. 
quent; their fondneſs for ſpirits is owing to the eaſy acceſs 


to it, there being no leſs than 13 houſes in the pariſh, where 
drams are fold without a county or exciſe licence, to the 
very great prejudice of the purſe, conſtitution, and moral 


of the natives. Such a nuiſance to ſociety is overlooked 


by the proper officer, on account of the trouble and diſtance 
from the county town, the proprocters alſo reſiding at a di- 
ſtance. 


Profeſſions. —There is no ſurgeon, public writer, officer of 


exciſe, meſſenger, maſon, carpenter, baker, or butcher in 


the pariſh, and no jail. There is one Juſtice of Peace, 2 
{hopkeepers, 2 {miths, 6 weavers, 4 tailors, and 2 brog- 
makers ; theſe handicraftſmen are fit only for the coarlelt 
work, If meaſures could he adopted for the encouragement 


of proper tradeſmen, it would benefit the country greatly: 
Ihe 


hdd 


I. 1394 Scots, the real rent about L. 800 Sterling, beſides 
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The nen-eefidence of the proprietors 1s exceedingly ag ain aſt . 
its 5 improvement in many reſ pects. 


Mllevioe: Obfirvetions. — The inferior tenants are 
very poor, owing to their ſmall holdings, and their habi- 
tations wretched ; they pay from L. 2 to L. 6 rent, which 
may be from 5 s. to 19s. the acre arable, affording a ſc: anty | 
ſubſiſtence to a family, which affects their morals, fo that 
their veracity or honeſty is not always to be depended on. 
They have no idea of trade or manufactures, and conſe- 
quently no defire to leave their native land; they prefer 
livins on the ſmalleſt pendicle of land as tenants to the beſt 
ſervice, and are extremely averſe to the military. They 
procure their little neceſſaries from the market-towens. by 
the tale of ſmall parcels of wood they bring thither (diſtant 


40 miles). They are very ignorant of the principles of 
religion, as but few of them can read. There is no Diſſen- 


ter of any deſcription in the pariſh. There is but one place 


of worſhip, and that in the extremity of the pariſh. The 
incumbent frequently preaches in the kirk of Inch, as being 


more contiguous to the greater part of the pariſhioners than 
the pariſh-church. The climate is dry and healthy, and 


there is leſs of form than what is at a few miles diſtance on 


either hand, probably owing to its being equidiſtznt from the | 
E. and W. ſeas. The natives live to a good old age ; there 


we ſeverals at preſent beyond 80 years. The laſt miniſter 
died at 101, and preached till within fix months of his 
death. The principal diſeaſes are fevers, rheumatiſms, and 


conſumptions. The prejudice againſt inoculation is hap- 


pily removed, ſo that very few die now of that nauſeous 
Ulorder, the ſmall-pox. | 


Rent, Population, fc. —The valued rent of the pariſh is 


the 
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the wood, which perhaps may return L. 100 Sterling more 
annually. There are four heritors.— According to Dr 
Webſter's report, the population in 1755 was 1021. The 


number of ſouls in 1792, is 1011; of whom 378 are houſe. 


holders, 552 children living with their parents, 8 in fer. 
vice. There are 1104 black cattle, 510 horſes, 7000 ſheep, 

101 ploughs. Births and marriages are entered in the pz. 
rochial regiſter as below for the laſt 5 years . 


Stipend, Poor, Schools — The church is in a very ruinous 
Nate ; repaired about 30 years ago; not known when huilt, 
The manſe was built in 1730, and is now condemned; it 
has always been very damp, though on an eminence, being 
| ſurrounded with water. The ſtipend is L. 70 Sterling, 
The arable glebe is 14 acres; the graſs not ſufficient for 


one 
* Baptiſms. | Marriages, | 
1788, 18 | | 4 
1789, 18 9 
1790, 18 | 3 
1791, 32 | | 9 
1792, 2 "4 


Twins thrice during ſaid period. 


Died between Iſt February 1792 and iſt February 1793. 


Diſeaſes. e. 

Of Feten 5 Uader :! Tz 
_ Conſumption, <- 3 Between I and 10, I 
Suddenly, 0 2 10 and 20, 2 
_ Chincough, = I 20 and z0ĩ. 0 
Inward Inflammation, 1 30 and 40, += 1 
„„ 1 40 and 355, 3 
Hives, — 3 50 and 60, — 1 
Scurvy, 3 1 60 and o, 2 
— 70 and 8 2 
16 80 and go, - 2 

16 


Digeaſes are ſtated as the friends repreſent, as a furgeon is not alwa7? 
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one cow; there is L. 15 Sterling allowed annually by the 
heritors in lieu of a manſe. The Duke of Gordon is pa- 


ton. The number of poor on the parochial roll is 25, 
who have no other fund than the public collections, which 
ſeldom exceed L. 3 a- year.— There is a parochial ſchool, 
with L. 10 Sterling of a ſalary, where about 30 ſcholars are 


taught, paying of ſchool-dues 1 8. a- quarter, for reading, 


28. ditto, for Latin or arithmetic; the ſchoolmaſter, as 
lefon cler k, gets 6 d. each baptiſm, and 1s. each marriage. 
There is alſo a Society ſchoolmaſter, with L. 5 of a ſalary, 
3 catechiſt, from a mortification in the pariſh, and L. 9 
from the Society as fchoolmaſter, by whom 30 ſcholars are 


taught, = . | - 


Rivers, c. - The river Spey interſecting the pariſh for 
2 miles, abounds with ſalmon, trout, and pike; a num- 
ber of ſalmon are killed with the rod, but more with the _ 


ſpear. The Feſſie, a ſmall river which runs along the ſou- 
thern diviſion of the pariſh, (as mentioned above), affords 


trout, and ſometimes ſalmon to the induſtrious fiſher. The 
only loch in the pariſh is that which ſurrounds the glebe, a 
mile long, and from 4 to 4 mile broad, having white and 


rec trout, generally about x Ib. weight, though ſome are 


found 4 lb. or 5 Ib. It has a communication with the Spey, 


but it is not ſuppoſed that its trout viſit Spey ; they are a 


much better fiſh than thoſe of that river; pike are alſo 
found there from 1 lb. to 7 Ib. weight; they are taken with : 


_ lets, 


Prices, G'c,—The price of meal has been from 18 8. to 
L. 1 the boll (9 ſtone when weighed), for ſeveral years; the 
meaſure, which is more generally uſed, is equal to 10 ſtone 
+ More is given for the ſame price of barley-meal ; pota- 
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toes 6 d. the Neck, the peck holds 6 pints and a gill, the 
| brimful of which 1 18 half the potato peck *. J 


5 en 10 the 33 productions, there is 
nothing remarkable or peculiar, but that whins will ng 
grow, though broom does; ſmall or buſh-fruit anſwers well, 

and 1s abundant, but tree-fruit does not, as the late froſts 

generally deſtroy the bloſſom. There are ſome miner 
ſprings, but of no repute, | „„ 


Bird. Of the feathered tribe, the linnet and goldfnd 


ſeldom appear here, though numerous along the coaſi. 
The ſwan, a variety of fiſhing-ducks or duckers, and the 
woodcock live here in winter, but retire in ſummer, 
The ſky and ſandy larks, ſea-magpie, lapwing, ſtonechattet, 
ſwallow, cuckoo, bat, and night-hawk remain here during 
the warm months, but diſappear in winter; the 5 laſt are 
believed to be ſleepers. In winter 1 791, a bird appeared, 
of the ſize and make of a linnet, entirely white; one of the 
fame kind was ſeen at Fort William in 1782, with a flock 


: "of linnets. 


5 Cine The only curioſity is an artificial cave up- 
on the eſtate of Raits, 2 miles from Pitmain, and within 


* A farm ſervant has from L. 5 to L. 6 a-year of wages; a maid-ſervati 
from L. 1, 108. to L. 2. When hired by the day, the man ſervant gets 1% 
without victuals, or 6 d. with victuals; a woman 6 d. without vicualz, 
The price of wool waſhed is about 12s, unwaſhed, 8 8. tarred, 55. the 
ſtone (24 1b. Engliſh). The country ſheep are of the whitefaced kind, 
weighing about 8 Ib. the quarter, and ſell at 9s. or 8s. by the intro. 


duction of the blackfaced tups, the breed is greatly meliorated of late 


years, but the wool is much coarſer. Moſt part of the inferior ten ants 
{till houſe them for the benefit of their manure, whence they ſuffer ſe. 
verely in ſpring. They wean their lambs early, and milk the ſueep, ® 
the great prejudice of both. | 
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a few yards of the high-· road; it is 60 feet long, 9 broad, 


and 7 high, the ſides built with ſtones ;, it is covered with 
large flags or flat ſtones, over which has been built an houſe ; 


the entry to the cave, is ſaid to have been in the centre of 
the houſe, by raiſing a flag. There is a number of tas:: 
wuli on each fide the high road, nearly oppoſite to the 
manſe; curiofity prompted ſome of the neighbouring gentle- 
men to open the moſt conſpicuous one, where were found 
the bones of a human body entire, and 1 in order, wich two 


large hart. horns en, 


Des Ts greateſt bar to the improvement 
of the country is the ſmallneſs of the holdings, the ſhort- 
neſs of the leaſes, and not having melioration for their 
houſes, or other improvements; at preſent, the inferior te- 
nants conſider their meliorating their houſes or lands, as 


the ſure means of having an overbidder next leaſe. 
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PARISH or CHANNELKIRK, oy 
85 VV ELKIRK, ſture. 

| | The 
(County or BERWICK, SYNOD or  Menss 4 AND Tr Iv mt 
| DALE, PRESBYTERY oF. LAUDER.) _y 7 : 
ation 
. EE rema 
= By the Rev. Mr Tromas MuRRay. wing 
15 ceſſor 
ons 5 mont 
one | ſever 

Name, Extent, Surface, Climats, 90. 2 

. 5 F from 

a f 1 ei not furniſh much room for ſtatiſtical have 
2 in e igation, and the obſervations which occur te- bed o 
= ng * may be comprehended within narrow dound nip, 1 
15 2 55 8 mae or the pariſh is evidently modern, and fin 
Rk 5 * of the nature of the ſoil, which is in ley o 
general a light thin earth, on a deep 1 | 
X at a deep bed of ſandy gravel. derfu 
22 e winch are preſerved as far back * 50, This 
| 1 of the pariſh is ſpelled Chinge/hirk, Chingle, | chic 
p ume, 15 the old Scotch word, ſynonimous to the mo- The | 
ern e Channel “. The extent of this pariſh is conf. Ve 
derable 
g | ; fu 0 

* Dr Foxp, in his account of the pari | | 10 
1 act pariſh of Lauder, has given an et! tilwg 
mology different from this. He ſays, that the e en ie it a 
kr} K 


was Children's kirk, becauſe dedicated to the children of Bethlehem, or the 


Holy Inno 
[nnocents. As th 

e Doctor, however, has given us no authority! in 
ſup! Ws * 


7. 
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gerible, being full 6 miles in length, and nearly 5% in 
hreadth. Its figure is nearly circular. The ſurface of the 
country is in general hilly, particularly to the W. and N. 
where the pariſh i 18 bounded by a high ridge of hills, which 
divides the counties of Eaſt and Mid Lothian from Ber- 
wickſhire. The hills are covered with heath, and all pa- 


tured with the old Scotch breed of black-faced ſheep. 


The pariſh is well watered by a variety of ſtreamlets, 
which fall from our mountains, the union of which forms 
the river Leader, or Lauder. From the height of the fitu- 
ation, and the light dry nature of the ſoil, the climate i 1s 
remarkably healthy. Epidemic and chronic diſeaſes are 
unknown, As a proof of the ſalubrity of the climate, the 
laſt incumbent held the benefice 42 years,. and his prede- 
ceffor for no leſs a period than 52. The climate, for 6 
months of the year, is however extremely cold, ſubject to | 
ſevere froſts, and great falls of ſnow. | | 


Soil, Cultivation, Pres e There are in the pariſh : 
from 1500 to 2000 acres of land in tillage. The ſoil, as 1 
have already ſaid, is in general a light dry earth, on a deep 


bed of ſandy gravel. It is well adapted to the culture of tur- 


nip, potatoes and clover. The following is the - uſual rota- 
tion of crops on the beſt land: 1. oats; 2. turnips; ; 3- bar- 
ly or oats; 4. clover, Ce. Agriculture has made a won- 
derful progreſs within theſe laſt 20 years in this pariſh. 
This, like moſt other improvements in ſociety, has been 
chiefly owing to the {kill and attention of an individual. 
The gentleman to whom I allude, is Mr Robert Hogarth, 
Vor. 1 3 C tenant 


fapport of this opinion, and as J find no ſuch thing is mentioned | in Spot- 
tilwood's appendix to Hope's Minor Practicks, I am diſpoſed to conſider 


it as a mere conjecture and am of opinion that the obvious etymology 
art mentioned is the beſt. 


method of managing land, to the old faſhioned praftice of 
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tenant in Carfrae*, It is about 25 years fince he 
came to this part of the country, from the eaſtern boun- 
dary of Berwickſhire. At that period, our farmers were 
total ſtrangers to the culture of turnip, and very little ac. 
quainted with the modern and new approved method of 
meliorating land by lime and ſown graſſes, &c. He in. 
troduced the culture of turnip and clover; and by the 
ſucceſs which attended his exertions, the neighbouring far. 
mers were ſoon convinced of the ſuperiority of this new 


_ exhauſting and ruining the ſoil, by a multiplicity of white 
crops in ſucceſſion. The culture of turnip and clover is 
now accordingly become very general, and in no place of 
Berwickſhire is that uſeful plant produced in greater quan- 
| tity, or of better quality, on the ſame extent of land. Mr 
Hogarth has alſo lately introduced the white faced long 
woolled ſheep, from Northumberland; and not withſtand- 
ing the coldneſs of the climate, they promiſe, from the 
trials already made, to anſwer extremely well. It mut, 
however, be obſerved, that they are not paſtured on the 
heath. covered hills, where, from experiments in fimilar 
latitudes, they are not found to thrive. In ſummer, they 
are fed within encloſures, where the foil has been highly 
improved; and in winter, are prepared by turnip, for the 
market. The introduction of the potatoes was ſtill later 
than that of turnips. 1 am affured, it it not above 14 
years fince . planted in the fields. They are 
found to ſuit the nature of our ſoil remarkably well; no 
where are they produced of better quality, and in ſeaſons, 


when the corn is high priced, conſtitute fully the half of 


the food of our cottagers. There are about 30 farmers in 
the pariſh, The farms are in general ſmall, excepting 
15 5 he | thoſe 


* This belongs to the Marquis of Tweeddale. 
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thoſe belonging to the Marquis of Tweeddale, which are 
pretty extenſive. This Nobleman is by much the great- 
eſt proprietor in the pariſh ; his property being equal to 


one fourth of the whole. The number of ploughs in the 


pariſh is about 56. They are all of the Engliſh conſtruc- 
tion, or what are known by the name of Small's en *. 


Nenber of Black Cattle, May Ge The number of ; 


young cattle annually reared, I have not been able to af- 


certain, but I am well informed, that not fewer than 100 
bullocks and cows are yearly fed on turnip for the butcher. 
Of the black-faced ſheep, which paſture on heath, there 
may be from 6000 to 7oο. The number of black cattle 5 


Population. 


U * With reſpect to the agriculture of the pariſh, it may be in general 


obſerved, that the quantity of grain produced, in good years, is conſider- 
ably more than ſufficient to ſuppdrt the inhabitants; but in cold and wet 


ſeaſons, our oats and barley do not ripen properly, and are often very ill 


got. In harveſts 1982 and 1783, the ſituation cf the farmers, and in- 
habitants in general, was truly deplorable. It was the end of December 
before the harveſt was finiſhed, after the greateſt part of the crop had 


N been deſtroyed by froſt and ſnow. Without à ſupply from other quar- | 
ters, a real famine would have taken place; our farmers were obliged to 


buy the whole of their ſeed-corn for crop 1783, from the eait parts of 
the county, and from the Lothians. Some Dutch oats were alſo brought 
from Leith, at an exorbitant price. The red oats, ſo called, I preſume, 
from their colour, prevail very much in the pariſh at preſent. They are 
found to ſuit the ſoil and climate, better than any early ſpecies that has 
hitherto been tried. They ripen as ſoon as the Dutch and Poliſh; are 
more luxuriant on the ground; and not ſo apt to fall by the wind. The 
principal crops in this pariſh are oats and rough bear; peaſe grow very 
readily on our light ſoil, but from the coldneſs of the climate, very ſel- 


Jom attain complete maturity; oats are ſold as early in March as the 


Froſt will allow; bear from the middle of April to the end of May. The 


time of harveſt is very uncertain ; it is very ſeldom general, however, be- 
fore the end of September, 
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WP opulation—According to Dr Webſter's r eport, the 


number of ſouls, in 1955, was 531. The population, 33 
appears from the records of the pariſh, is much the ſame 
_ that it has been for 100 years paſt, and amounts to about 
co ſouls. The annual number of births, for 50 years 
paſt, is 18; of deaths, 13; of marriages, 6. We have no 
Inſtances on record of remarkable longevity. ; Many, how. 
ever, have reached their goth year, and there are ſome 
; Pr now living, of that age. 


The e and michanicks are, 


Weaver, „„ „ Wrights; nd 
Tailor, -  - 6 Maſon, - - 1 
_ Shoemakers, „„ Millers, FC 
Sei — by 2 | . 8 - — 


Kant, Han itors, Ge. —The land-rent of the parilli l 18 at 
preſent about L. 2000 a- year; but as the moſt extenſive 
farms are at preſent low rented, it might eaſily riſe to 
L. 300⁰ a· year. There are 12 heritors, 3 of whom only 
are refident ; George Somerville, Eſq; of Airhouſe, Hen. 
- 24 Torrans of Kurktophull, James Juſtice of Juſticehall. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —Peat and turf, of which 
there is plenty in the pariſh, was formerly the only fuel 
uſed by the inhabitants. But ſince the public roads were 
made, and kept in good repair, coal, although brought 


from a diſtance of 12 miles, is found by our proprietors | 


and farmers, to be on the whole the cheapeſt fuel. This 
change is to be attributed to the advanced price of labour, 
which makes the expenſe of procuring peat and turf, when 
every thing is conſidered, greater than that of coal *. 
Sripend, 


The w ages of houſehold ſervants, employed in huſbandry, are from 


L.ytoL8 ny annually, beſides victuals; female ſervants receive 
fron 
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of Channelkirk. . 


Stipend, Poor, &c.—The Earl of Marchmont is patron 
of the pariſh. The living conſiſts of L. 600 Scots, and 3 
chalders of victual, half oats, half barley. The glebe conſiſts 
of nearly 9 Engliſh acres of land, but the one half lying de- 
ached almoſt a mile from the other, and the whole being - 
mencloſed, it is of very inconſiderable value to the mini- 
ter, The living, glebe included, is not worth more than 
L. 84 Sterling a- year; as the incumbent intends to raiſe a 
proceſs for an augmentation of ſtipend, he wiſhes theſe 
facts to be generally known. The church is built in the 
dd Popiſh form of a croſs. When it was erected is un- 
certain, Tt underwent a thorough repair in the year 1702.” 
The manſe and offices were rebuilt 7 years ago, and are at 
preſent in good repair, —The number of poor on the pa- 
iſh roll is at preſent 12. The annual expenſe of ſuppor. 
ting them amounts to L. 30 a-year, which ſum is raiſe 4 
by collections in the church, and by” eee on the 
beritors. : 


- Manners | 


from 1.3 3, 108. to L. 4 . 8 get from 9d. to 10 d. a. 
day, with victuals; carpenters, 1 8.; maſons, 18. 2 d.; tailors, 8 4. Dal- 
keith is the market-town to which our farmers carry their grain; it is 
diſtant about 14 miles. Their carts return loaded with coal or lime. 
We have butcher meat of all kinds from Dalkeith; and in ſome ſeaſons 
of the year, are tolerably well ſerved from Lauder, which is not above 
b miles diſtant from us. The prices vary at different ſeaſons, according 
3s the markets are ſupplied. Beef, was laſt Chriſtmas as high as 6 d. the 
b. Mutton, 4 d. Lamb has not been below 4 d. the Ib. all this ſeaſon. 
The want of ſea and river fiſt is much felt in this part of the country. 
The ſtreamlets which fall from our mountains, indeed, abound with very 
ine trout; but the infamous practices of taking them with nets, and de- 
ſtroying them with lime, which have for ſome years paſt been very pre- 
valent, have greatly diminiſhed the different ſpecies of this excellent 

al. | . 
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hee at M brad of the People. The preſent ; 1 
cumbent having been but a few months reſident in the 
pariſh, has not yet had time to be individually acquaintei 
with all his hearers; but from the general acquaintanſe 
he has obtained of them, he has no heſitation to Pronounge 
them a frugal, induſtrious, and happy ſet of people. They 
live harmoniouſly with each other, and ſupport their * 
lies decently on the fruits of honeſt induſtry. One featun 
in their character, which, in an age of levity and irreligin 
like the preſent, deſerves to be particularly remarked, is the 
regular attendance of all ranks on public worſhip, and thei 
decent behaviour when thus employed. Will the write 
of this paper be ſuſpected of enthuſiaſm, when he afſigns 
this as one cauſe of the OE and ns which Preri 
among the people at e 3 


Antiquities. as 1s probable that Channelkirk, wa 
Popery was the Eſtabliſhed Religion of the country, was 
palace of conſiderable note. The memorials, however, ar 
few; a perennial ſpring of excellent ſoft water, about: 
quarter of a mile W. from the kirk, is called the well df 
the Holy Water Cleugh, a name which ancient ſuperlh- 
| tion had conferred. The Girthgate, that is, the road which 
the monks kept in their way from Melroſe Abbey to Edi. 
burgh, paſſes through the weſtern boundary of the pariſh 
It is a broad green path, on which the ſurrounding heati 
never grows. On this road, a few miles due W. of the 
church, are to be ſeen the ruins of an old building, con. 
monly known by the name of the Reſh Law, or Reftlas 
Haw. Tradition tells us, that this was the place where 
| the monks and pilgrims ſtopped, or reſted for refreſhment 
it being about halfway between Melroſe and Edinburg! 
A great many Pidtiſh and Scottiſh encampments are to be 
ſeen in this pariſh and the neighbourhood ; they are all of 
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ry or wit figure, and are e rings by the com- 
mon people. The Roman encampments were ſquare or 
retangular, but there is none ow them i in this part ol the 


ont 


* er and Diſadvantages.— The chief advantage of 
this fituation is a contiguity to the public road, which leads 
from Edinburgh to London. It is kept in excellent repair 

by the money colleQed at the toll bars, and by the ſtatute- 
hour commuted into money, according to the number of 
errants and horſes kept by the farmers ; without this, 
improvement of every kind would have been impracticable. 
The diſadvantages of our ſituation are, the coldneſs of our 
dimate, and conſequently our frequent cold and wet har- 


more general, the climate would be conſiderably improved. 
Clumps of fir and white wood, judiciouſly diſpoſed on the 


heights, would ſhelter our flocks from the ſtorms of winter, 
5 and defend our habitations from the N. and N. W. winds, 
are 


to which they are at preſent much expoſed. Our landed 
10 gentlemen are beginning to ſee the advantages of encloſing 
oh. and planting; about 500 acres are already encloſed, and I | 
| doubt not but this improvement will advance with confide- 
ndle rapidity. This part of the county of Berwick, from 
the number of ſheep which it ſupports, and its vicinity to 
the public road, ſeems well calculated for the eſtabliſhment 
d an woollen manufacture; and from the preſent flou- 
hing ſtate of that which was eſtabliſhed many years ago 
it Galaſhiels, the Noblemen and gentlemen of Lauderdale 
night promiſe themſelves the higheſt advantages from a 
inilar erection in the * of Luder. 


rels. Were the practice of encloſing land and planting 8 
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(Couvrr or Baxrr, STxoD | oF Aszxvezs, Pkes. 
\BYTERY OF F W N 


By the Rev. Mr GEORGE DoxaLDs0N. 


Name, Situation, Extent, c. 


ATHVEN is ſaid, by thoſe converſant in the Gaeli 
language, to be derived from two original words, the 

one fignifying brake, or fern, and the other, rock, eminence, 
or hillock. In ſupport of this deri vation, it may be obſer: 
ved, that there is a ſpot in the neighbourhood of the church, 
called Brakenhaugh; and a farm named Rannachie, i. e. tht 
Brakenfield. This pariſh is ſituated in that diſtri& of 
Banff ſhire, named Enzie. It is 10 miles long from E. to 
W.; and from 3 to 5 miles broad from N. to S. On the N. 

it is bounded by the Moray Frith. Cullen is the neareſt pol 
town to the eaſtern end of the pariſh; .and Fochabers to the 
weſtern, from which it is ſcarce 4 miles diſtant. The church 


and manſe 5 are on the N. ſide of the poſt-road, and at the 
Aaiſtance 


diſtance of 31 mike from Cullen. The whole of the pariſh - 
has never been furveyed; and therefore the number of 
acres cannot be preciſely aſcertained. Partly, however, 


from plans, and partly from computation, it may be ſtated 


at 27,000 acres Scotch meaſure, and in the following * 6, 


portions nearly: os 
Able, NW at a 1 470 
Meadow and paſture, Ts „ 
Hills, moors, and moſſes, - 16, 200 
e =apo en os tes 45 


Soil, ken 4 Sin a oariſh of ſuch extent 
there is generally a great variety of foil; and this pariſh 
affords no exception to the general rule. In one corner the 
foil is a light loam, extremely rich, on a bottom of clay; in 


another it is thin, but abundantly fertile, on a red mud, 


Some places are very ſandy, and others clayey ; and, in 


| general, with the exception of what 15 ſandy, an amazing 


number of ſmall roundiſh ſtones cover the ground. The 
ſurface is variegated with hills and eminences, ſtreams of 
water, and fertile plains. The Binhill, in the S. E. end of 
the pariſh, is moſtly planted with trees. It is covered with 
heath, and of ſo confiderable an altitude as to ſerve as a land- 
mark to the fiſhers, being perceived by them, according to 
their way of reckoning, at full 15 leagues diſtance. The hills 
of Maud and Adie, alſo covered with heath to the top, are 
contiguous to it, but of leſs elevation, and proceed in a 
weſterly direction to the confines of the pariſh. The 
greateſt part of the pariſh has a N. W. expoſure, and ſuf- 
fers from the ſtorms which blow from that point; but this 
inconvenience is greatly over-balanced by a ſea coaſt, in- 
cluding its windin gs, of 12 miles. The vicinity of the ſea, Mi 


dependent of all its other advantages, ſerves in ſome meaſure 


to mitigate the heats in ſummer, and to leſſen, both in point 
ee eee 3D of 
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of ſeverity and duration, the cold in winter. The pa. 
riſhioners, being ſubje&t to no epidemical diſeaſes, are in 
general healthy, and many attain to old age. In proof of 
the falubrity of the air, and goodneſs of their conſtitutions, 
it may be remarked, that notwithſtanding the populouſneſs 
of the pariſh, no man bred to phyſic or ſurzery has ever 
2 it "mcg his while t to INOS 1 in it. 


Number of Proprietors. —Theſs are 8: The Duke of Gor- 
| don, the Earl of Findlater, Mr Baron Gordon, Mr Gordon 


of Letteſcourie, Mr Gordon of Cairnfield, Mr Dunbar of 


Nether Buckie, Mr Stuart of Tanachy, and Mr Stuart of 
7 Oxhill, Only 2 of them, the proprietors of Letteſcourie 
and Cairnfield, reſide in the pariſh. The former of theſe 


gentlemen has laid out a part of his fortune in embelliſh. 


ing his paternal property, and in building elegant houſes on 
his different eſtates; and the latter direQs his attention to 
the i improvement of his eſtate, and the cultivation of his 
farm, 


Mode of Cultivation. —The climate is early, and the ſoil 
in general good, and ſuſceptible of the higheſt cultivation, 
Some of the heritors have availed themſelves of all the 
modern improvements in agriculture ; and of late the te- 
nants have begun to improve their ſyſtem of farming. In 


their ſeaſons, one ſees fields properly cleaned, ridges | 


ſtraighted, ſmall ſtones removed, and luxuriant crops of 
grain and of graſs growing. By means of planting, nui- 
 fances are converting into beauties, and the country is gra- 
dually aſſuming a pleaſanter appearance. In ſhort, as a ſpi- 

nit of induſtry and of imitation is becoming prevalent a- 
mong the tenants, with a proper degree of encouragement, 
the face of the country would, in a ſhort time, be mightily 
. Wks barley, oats, and peaſe are the grains 
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uſually cultivated: A ſammer- fallow is the ordinary pre- 
paration for wheat ; and after the field is thoroughly clean- 
ed, and well manured with dung from the fiſher-towns, if it 
| can be procured, the crop is laid down in October. Barley 
«ſown without manure, after oats from a ley-furrow, and 
| with manure after peaſe or turnip. The turnip field is ge- 
nerally ploughed once, and the peaſe twice, before laying 
on the dung for the ſeed-furrow. Oats are ſown on ley 
ploughed in February, and frequently after barley. When 
the oats after barley are reaped, the field gets a ploughing 
in autumn, and remains in that ſtate till ſpring, when it re- 
ceives the ſeed furrow, and is ſown with peaſe. On the 8. 
fide of the poſt-road, towards the hills, the acre ſows from 
from 12 to 14 pecks; on the N. fide, towards the coaſt, 
from 16 to 18; of gray peaſe the ſame quantity is allowed; 
but of the late kind, which is ſeldom uſed, as they do not | 
ripen in ſeaſon, and ſo prove unproductive, 13 or 14 ſuffice, 
About a peck leſs of barley, than of the above kinds of 
grain, is allowed to the acre, and of wheat the uſual allow- 
ance is a boll. Of wheat the average produce is 10 returns ; 
barley 7; oats 4; and peaſe 3. On many places peaſe do 
not thrive ; and oats, on a field that has been manured with 
dung from the fiſher-· towns, generally fails, and on that ac- 
count they are ſeldom a lucrative crop. except after ley. 
As a common tenant does not often lay down his beſt _ 
ground with graſs-ſeeds, many excellent ficlds have been 
under a regular courſe of cropping time immemorial. A 
mall ſpot of about + of an acre, in Mr Baron Gordon's eſtate, 
tas produced harley-crops for 47 years, without any loſs 
of fertility. It is ſituated near the beach at Buckie ; has 
been uniformly twice ploughed, and gotten ſome loads of 
ſea-weed, or other manure annually. It ſows 19 pecks, 
and has produced from 4 to 5 bolls. Turnips and potatoes 
ve eultiyated for home-conſumption ; and flax is pretty 
—— ſucceſsfullyx 
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ſucceſsfully raiſed for family purpoſes only. The diſtine. 


tion between infield and outfield is ſcarcely known here. 


Ground lately improved out of moors, or ſuch like, which 


will not bear the ſame rotation of crops as the farm, is 


called outfield. Land near the hills gives from 8s. to 158 
and on the coaſt from 158. to L. 1, 10s. an acre. In ge. 


neral the farms are ſmall, and cottagers almoſt unknoyn, 


Io tenants pay from L. 80 to L. 100; a few from L. 40 


to L. 60; and all the reſt from JL. 10, or even —_ to 


L.4o*. 


| Manure: —Different tetants employ different manure, 


Some are ſatisfied with what their cattle produce. Thoſe 
on the coaſt are exceedingly attentive to procure ſea-weed, 


In ſummer they ſpread it on ley to the extent of zoo fingle 


cart-loads an acre; of 160 after the crop is cut down, 


and during winter; and of 100 in April and May, when it 
is ſtrongeſt. This proceſs is renewed every ſecond year. 
The weed is looſed from the rocks by a north eaſterly ſtorm, 
and driven aſhore in great quantities. In a ſmall bay, called 


the holl of Gollachie, 10,090 cart-loads have been accu- 
mulated by the tide in the courſe of a week. Sea ſhell 


_ purchaſed at any of the fiſher-towns for 2 d. the cart-load, 
are ſpread on the fields as a manure, and like ſea-weed left 


to the influence of the weather. It would be a better plan 


to burn 8 a8 it is done at a ſmall expenſe, and they 


| Produce 


* Implements of Huſbandry. —The ploughs are well adapted t to the ſtate 
of the country ; as the ſoil is light, they are of a ſlender but neat make. 


A few of them are drawn by 2 horſes, many by 4, and ſtill more by 2 ſmall 


horſes and 4 black cattle, either oxen or cows. Carts are in univerſal uſe; 
ſome of them ate neatly and ſubſtantially made; but far the greater num- 
ber are of fo bad materials, ſo unartificially put togetaer, and of » dimi 
nutive a ſize, as hardly to deſerve the name. 
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reduce a moderate quantity of excellent lime. A. ſpecies 
of limeſtone, called by ſome ſtone-marl, is dug out of a 
quarry at Cuttlebrae, in the Duke of Gordon's lands, | 
ſpread on the field, and left to the operation of the ſeaſons 

to pulverize it. This 15 reckoned an expenſive, but vali- 
able manure. As moſt people have acceſs to one or other 
of the above manures, recourſe is ſeldom had to lime, though 

i can be procured in ſufficient quantity for the purpoſes of 


Seed Time and Harvęſt.— As the ſoil is early, ſeed time 
for peaſe ſeldom commences before the middle of March; 
for oats it begins about the 26th, and continues to the end 
of April or middle of May; and for barley thence to the 
middle or end of June. Harveſt begins about the middle 
or end of Auguſt, and is finiſhed in October. 


Crops, Produce, and Rent.—It is no eaſy matter to ſlate 
with any kind of preciſion, what proportion of the farm is 
allotted to each kind of grain. Here no uniformity can be 
expected, becauſe the leaſt alteration in circumſtances may 
introduce deviations from eftabliſhed rules. The following 
however, is the moſt ſatisfactory ſtate of the general practice 
that I have been able to obtain. One fourth of the farm 
8 laid down with peaſe and barley ; ſcarce one fourth in 
craſs; and the other two fourths in oats, fallow, flax, tur- 
nips, and potatoes. Wheat is ſeldom ſown by the tenants, 

as 


An 1782, recorded in Scotland for the failure of the crop, this pariſh 
had the good fortune to eſcape the general calamity. Scarcely had they 
ever a better crop, or more to ſpare. The great demand for meal and. 
reed, and the high prices which they brought, bettered their circum- 


ſtances, Seed-oats and meal ſold at 3 and barley at L. 1 5 8. the 
doll. 5 e 
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as they do not reckon it a lucrative crop; and beſides the 
want of winter-herding diſcourages them from any attempts 

to raiſe it. Some of them begin to make hay, as there i; 
a ready market for it at 6 d. the ſtone. 200 ſtone, at 20 lb. 


Amſterdam, is accounted a good crop, and 160 a medium 


one, the acre. Of the different kinds of grain the produce 
bas already been ſtated. The pariſh ſerves itſelf with 
grain, and exports 2000 bolls yearly. The valued rent is 
L. 6395 Scots, and the real rent may be from L. 4000 to 
L. 5000 Sterling; but, like moſt pariſhes in Scotland, where 
the rent 1s paid in money and victual, i muſt vary with 
the pres: of grain “. 


Commerce. 


Prices of Grain and Proviſions. —The grain of crop 1792, during the 
winter ſeaſon was very moderate. Since April meal has riſen to 158. and 
| barley to 18 s. the boll. Beef and mutton 33 d. the Ib. a duck 10 d. a hen 
8d. a chicken 3d. eggs 2Fd. the dozen, butter 8 d. the Ib. at 24 


Engliſh; cheeſe 5 8. the Rom, at 24 lb. Engliſh. 


3 price of DP EE . in buſbandry get 


from L. 6 to L. 8; women trom 1..2 to L. 3; herds from L. 1 to L.2; 
a tailor 8 d. and his meat; a day-labourer from 10 d. to Is.; carpentet 


158. 4 d. to 1s. 6 d.; and laters 2 8. without meat. 


Services and 3 ſervices, 5 not in general aboliſhed, 


are, according to my information, exacted with ſuch moderation, as not to 


be eſteemed a grievance by the tenants. Cuſtom fowls to a certain extent 
are payable when required. Reſtriction to mills prevails. Leet-peats, 26 
they are called, (meaſuring 8 feet in length, 12 broad, and 12 high), muſt 
be paid in kind when demanded. Long carriages, as they are termed, 
that is, carriages to a ſpecified diftance from the proprietor's houſe, are 


ſometimes exacted : And in ſeed-time and harveſt, as well as at hay- 
making, certain ſervices are required. For all theſe the tenants are liable, 


and they are paid without murmuring, becauſe never exacted to the extent 
mentioned in their leaſe. Still, however, the very name implies bondage, 
decauſe ſervices, being in ſome meaſure arbitrary, mult eyer be reckoued 

| grievous. 
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commerce. Five and forty years ago there was not a 
tngle hop. nor any imported article for ſale in the pariſh, 
About the year 1750, the firſt ſhop was opened in Buckie, 
at that time known as 2 fiſning ſtation only; at preſent | 
there are 8 merchants or ſhop keepers in it who trade to 
the extent of L. 5000, excluſive of grain, annually. Origi- 
ully unbred to buſineſs, and poſſeſſed of a ſmall ſtock, 


| they began their merchandiſe on a very narrow ſcale ; as 
their ſtock increaſed, they extended their views, and 


launched out into new branches. They import coals, ſalt, 
iron, and other neceſſaries; and export fiſh and grain. 
About 500 bolls of ſalt are imported annually; and this 
ſummer (1793) 2500 bolls of wheat, barley, oats, and meal 
have been exported from Buckle 


Manufa@ures.—Two or three weavers manufacture linen 


ſmall manufacture in hemp was eſtabliſhed at Buckie. A 
man from Dundee is employed to dreſs the hemp, and it 
5 afterward converted into lives, canvas, and nets. We 
have no flax-drefſer in the pariſh, and yet the ſpinning of 
fax into yarn is an important article. In 1750, a manu- 
fafturer * in Cullen introduced this branch here; and in 
1759, a weaver, (till alive, was the firſt reſiding agent em- 
ployed in this new line; fince the above period, conſider- 
able progreſs has been made in it. The flax, moſtly Dutch, 
ſent dreſſed from Aberdeen, Fraſerſburgh, Banff, Portſoy, 
Cullen, Huntley, Keith, and Fochabers, to different agents, 


"to 


grievous. Sound policy requires their total abolition; and it is to be 
boped, that the time is faſt approaching, when every veſtige of the priſtine- 
fervitude will diſappear for ever; and mutual ſtipulations, on equal terms, 

properly defined and clearly expreſſed, will aicertain what man has a right 


to exact from man. 5 


Mr Mungo Rannie 


to the amount of L. 200 yearly ; and ſome months ago a : 


—_ Stat ical Ace ount 


to the amount of aw ewt. which is given out to the 
5 ſpinners at the average price of 1s. the lb. and brings in 
annually L. 1945. A few tons of kelp are manufactured on 
that pare of the coaſt 2 8 to ws Hong of Buckie 


"Fi ber- dess the F; Series There are 4 Giſher-towns in 

the pariſh: Buckie, Port- eaſy, F indochtie, and Port. nockie. 

The firſt belongs t. to two en 1 ns £4 laſt to 0 Leek 

 Findlater. 

. Buckie, the moſt wilterly of the scher. towns, is n 
at the mouth of the rivulet or burn of Buckie. Mr Baron 


Gordon is proprietor of the lands and houſes on the E. fide 


of the burn, and Mr Dunbar on the W. On the W. fide 

| there are 102 houſes, and 400 inhabitants; of whom 175 
are males, and 225 females: And on the E. fide, 63 houſes, 
and 303 inhabitants; of whom 136 are males, and 169 
females. The W. fide has been a fifhing ſtation for 130 
Fears, and is, according to my information, the oldeſt in the 
| pariſh. The date of the other fide as a fiſhing ftation, [ 
have not been able to aſcertain. In 1723, a fiſhing boat 
and crew helonging to the Duke of Gordon, removed from 
Gollachie, which lies a mile weſtward, to Buckie, as being 
a ſafer and more commodious ſtation. A' that period the 
_ proprietor of Nether Buckie, who held his lands in feu from 


5 the Duke, had only one boat; and as he was out of the 


kingdom, and in arrear to his Grace, the deſired accommo- 
dation was the more eatily obtained. At preſent, there are 
14 boats and 1 yawl * employed 1 in the fiſheries. The boats 

are about 9 tons, and the yawl 4. Of theſe, z boats and 1 
yaw] belong to his Grace, 3 to Mr Dunbar, and 8 to Mr Ba- 


ron Gordon, The merchants, and others of Buckle, are pro. 
prietors 


* The yawl's crews are old men, who fiſt near the ſhore, if poſivie- 


1 


of Ralle. oo 


prietor of 4 abt of 18, 2 5, 30 and 36 tons, and 2 of 69 


tons burden, navigated by 24 ſeamen. 


2. Porteaſy is fituated at the diſtance of farce 2 wile 
from Buckie. It became a filhing ſtation in 1927, when 
5 houles were built by the proprietor of Rannes for the 
accommodation of the original fiſhers from F indhorn. 1 his = 
information was obtained from a man aged go, ſtill alive, 


and a native of this pariſh, who helped to man the firſt boat. 


At preſent this fiſher-town contains 44 houſes, and 178 in- 


habitants ; and of theſe 84 are males, and 94 females : 


They have 5 large and 7 ſmall boats. At the commence- 
ment of this ſtation, Buckie had 5 boats, Findochtie 3» and 


Portnockie C- 
3. Findochtie lies at the diſtance of 2 | miles from the for- 


mer ſtation, and has 45 houſes, and 162 inhabitants; 74 
males and 88 females. It was ſettled in 1716 by fiſhers 
from Fraſerſburgh, according to the information of a wo- 
man aged 91, who was married to one of the original fiſh- 


ers in 1721. Portnockie, of which ſhe is a native, at the 


time of her removal, had 3 boats. There are at preſent 4 | 


large, and 6 ſmall boats in  Fauloehtle, 1 
9 Portnockie is at the diſtance of 2 miles from Findoch- 
tie. The following anecdote aſcertains its origin as a fiſh- 


ing ſtation: About 20 years ago died Kattie Slater, aged 5 
95. Like many old people ſhe was unable to tell her age 
preciſely; but ſhe recollected that ſhe was as old as the 


houſe of Farſkane, as her father had often told her that he 


built the firſt houſe in Portnockie the ſame year in which 
the houſe of Farſkane was built, and that ſhe was brought 


from Cullen to it, and rocked in a fiſher's ſcull inſtead of a 
cradle. Now by the date on the houſe of Farſkane, it ap- 


Pears to have been built in 1677. Thus the origin of 


Portnockie is fixed with ſufficient accuracy. At preſent 


Vol. XIII. | 3 E . 
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it e of 90 houſes, and 24 3 inhabitants; and ther are 


F large, and 9 ſmall boats 1 in it *. 


H erring 


* The large boats ! in the three towns laſt hentiaged are about 10 62 
and the ſmall ones 4. The original coſt of one of the former, including 
ſail, maſt, oars, and a is about L. 24; and of the latter, half that ſum. 
In confideration of receiving a ſpecified rent annually, the proprietor al. 
lows L. 11 to every crew to purchaſe a new boat, which is underſtood to 
laſt 7 years, called here the long run Then a mutual contract is entered 
into between the proprietor and the crew, wherein he engages to ſecure 


them in the property of the boat; and they bind themſelves to ſerve in it, 


and pay their rent during the term of J years. If the boat Is judged unfit 
for ſea before the end of the leaſe, and application is made for a new 
one, a deduction is made for every deficient year of the boat's run to the 
extent of L. I, 15 s. which goes in part of the L. 11 for another boat. In 


the different towns the rent is different. The average rent of each boat is 


L. 53 3, and 6 dried cod or ling. The ſmall boats are the prope! ty of 

the fiſhers, and pay no rent. As they have no ſmall boats at Buckie, the 
large ones are uſed at all ſeaſons. In the other towns, the large ones are 
uſed from the end of FIR to the end of July; ; and the {mall ones at 
all other times. 


Every large boat has a crew of 61 men and a boy. Each man has a line 


containing from 100 to 120 hooks, at the diſtance of 7 fathoms from one 
another. The boy's line is half the length of a man's. From the end of 
February, when the ſeaſon for great fiſh begins, till the end of April, they 
ſeldom go above 16 leagues from the ſhore in queſt of cod and ling. From 
the beginning of May they launch out to the diſtance of 23 leagues in 
ſearch of ſkate. They are found in greateſt number in a particular place 
of Caithneſs, called the Skate-hole. Cod, ling, ſkate, halibut, and a few 


tuſk, are the only great fiſh caught in the Moray frith. Cod, ling, and 


tuſk are ſalted in pits on the beach, as they are caught and dried on the 
rocks for ſale. Skate is dried without ſalt, and the halibut is uſed freth, 
Of theſe, ling and ſkate are the moſt valuable to the fiſhers, becauſe their 


| livers yield much oil. Cod, ling, and tuſk are in ſeaſon from May to Fe- Y 


bruary ; ſkate is good through the whole year, and halibut higheſt 
ſtate of perfection about July. About the end of June, the dry fiſh 1s 
| towed in boats, navigated by 4 or 5 men, and carried to market in the 


_ towns along the coaſt of Fife and the frith of Forth. The large boat will 
—_ carry 


pickle 
Febru 
harvef 
Macke 
a line 
their 


Were « 


been f 
have a2 
{mall 

great. 


the Caithneſs coaſt for 6 weeks, from the 24th July. The 


ſmall boats, having 4 men a- piece, are uſed. Every man 
has at leaſt 2 nets, which colt him L. 4. The boats either 
enter on the bounty, or engage for 10s. the barrel, and a 


bottle of whiſky a-day, in lieu of all demands. It is cu- 


ſtomary to give the crew 2 s. at the time of engaging, and 
s much at the end of the fiſhery, Thoſe, again, who 


prefer the bounty, receive L.8 certain, with the uſual 


quantity of whiſky, 5 8. arrival money, as they call it, 2 8. 


weekly for their Saturday's pint, and 58. at the time of 
their departure. When the fiſhery fails, this is the prefer- 


able plan, but when it anſwers tolerably well, the for- 


mer is moſt lucrative. In a good ſeaſon, a boat may take 
40 barrels in a night; however, from 50 to 100 barrels is 


the uſual rate of fiſhing in favourable ſeaſons. The gene- 
„ 5 al 


carry from L. 60 to 1 70 worth. The great 6h - ty bring from 
L. 8 to L. 12 a man, and half that ſum for the boy. 

The crew of a imall boat conſiſts of 5 men and a boy. In the ane 
fling ſtation, every man's line is of equal length; but in the different 
ſtations they are of different lengths. It contains from 600 to goo hooks, 
at the diſtance of one fathom from one another; and a boy's half as many. 
The ſmall boats are uſed for catching haddocks, whitings, flounders, &c. 


Beſides theſe, a good many great fiſh are caught with the ſmall lines, and 
pickled for the London market. Hadd.ycks are in prime from Augutt to 


February ; whitings are worſt in Auguſt; the gray fluunder is beit in 
harveſt ; and the ſported, which is inferior to the gray, is beſt in ſpring. 
Mackerels are caught from the beginning of July to the end of Auguſt, by 
a line ſunk with lead. Herrings are ſometimes plentiful on the coat, and 
their ſeaſon is the ſame with that of mackere]. Haddocks, 1o years ago, 
were caught within half a mile of the ſhore ; for ſeveral years none have 
been f. und nearer than from 7 to 10 leagues off land, till of late, that they 
have again made their appearance hard by the ſhore. The income of the 
mall fiſh is eſtimated by the fiſhers to be at leaſt equal to that of the 
great, 


of Rathven, 4003 


Herring-Fiſhery —The boats crew, after diſpoſing of 
their great fiſh, generally engage in the herring-fiſhery on 
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ral courſe of their fiſhing has been at Staxigo, and in the 
head of the Moray frith; and their engagements with the 
owners of veſſels cleared out on the bounty. The herrings 
on this coaſt are generally better than thoſe caught farther 
ſouth, and bring a higher price by 28. the barrel at leaf 
For home uſe. Montroſe, Dundee, the towns on the frith 
of F orth, and Newcaſtle, are the beſt markets for large her. 
rings; and Jamaica, and the Weſt India iſlands, for the 
middle ſized and ſmall herrings. They are exported from 
London, Newcaſtle, Greenock, and a few from Leith. The 
herring- fiſnery is fluctuating and precarions. When the 
fiſhing is ſmall, the adventurer loſes ; when a full cargo is 
caught, or nearly lo, the profit may amount to about 45 
the barrel .. | | 


Cod. Fi Hier —This i is ſuſceptible c of confidlirntile; improve | 


ment. From iſt October to the middle of February, a 
great many cod are caught on the ſmall lines, which, if 
they are not loſt, are ſold for a trifle, as they cannot be 
dried. From 300 to 400 barrels of cod, and from 100 to 
200 of codlings, a ſmaller cod, might be cured annually, 
during the period ſpecified above, in the 4 fiſher-towns be- 
longing to the pane. Two attempts have been made in 

this 


* In July 1786 a number of very large herrings was diſcovered, 
chiefly by ſome country people, in the Bay of Buckie, and along the coaſt 
In 1189, leſſis Falls employed ſeveral boats on the coaſt with great ſuc- 
ceſs. Some of the boats caught in a night 27 ſalmon crans, i. e. 24,000 
herrings. Theſe gentlemen dropped this fiſhery after one trial; and it 
remained neglected, except by the country people, who, in fine nights, 

were very ſucceſsful, till 1991 and 1792, when ſome boats were employed 
by Mr J. Geddes and ſon; and they ſometimes caught from 12 to 197 
crans the boat in a night. But it was ſoon diſcovered, that the want of 4 
harbour rendered Buckie unfit for A herringfiſhing ſtation, as 90 yeſſel 
could repair to it with materials. 
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dais line; but the want of a harbour to ſhip the fiſh regu- | 


larly to market, and the high price of ſalt, rendered them 


nfuccefsful. Were a proper quay built, and ſalt free from 
duty allowed for curing cod, the above being the beſt ſea- 


ſon, a large ſupply of excellent cod might be ſent regularly 


to market. The cod caught at this ſeaſon, after lying as 
| Jong as neceſſary in the ſalt, are generally dried for a few 
days, and even the winter ſeaſon, after ſalting, will dry 
them ſufficiently. The beſt markets in Scotland for ſalt | 


cod, are Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Leith, Borrowſtounneſs, 
and all the coaſt-towns on the frith of Forth. The prin- 
cipal market for pickled or barrelled cod is London. 


Lobfter-Fiſhery—In 1792, all the fiſhers on the coaſt en- 
tered into a contract for 5 years with Meſſrs. Selby and 
Company of London, or with the Northumberland Fiſhery 
Society, to fiſh for lobſters, when they did not find it pru- 


dent to go in ſearch of other fiſh, The ſkiff and tackling 


for this fiſhery coſt about L. 5, 5s. The Companies fur- : 
niſh the ſkiffs, and are reimburſed by inſtalments. They 
take all their lobſters at 24 d. a-piece, provided they mea- 


ſure 6 inches from the point of the noſe to the end of the 


boſs, and when under that ſize, two are eſteemed equivalent 


to one. Lobſters are in ſeaſon from iſt February to the 


end of June, and from 1ſt November to Chriſtmas. Laſt 


year lobſters to a conſiderable value were caught on this 
coalt ; but leſs attention has been paid to them this year, 
owing partly to the great ſucceſs of the white fiſhery, and 
partly to the amazing quantity of lobſters caught on the 


coaſt of Caithneſs, which the Companies have at a cheaper 
rate, 972. at 15 d. for the largeſt ſize. I am unable to ſtate 
the product of this fiſhery for the laſt year in all the 4 towns, 


by reaſon of the removal of ſome of the Companies agents. 
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The agent at Portnockie has. furniſhed me e with the fol. "ond pa 


lowing note: 2 
| upward 
To 791 3 lobſters reteivel at Portnockie, for the Nine of Buck 
berland Fiſhery Society, at 23d. - L. 82 g 61 kept ir 
To caſh paid for cork, cords, twine, crill bot- ſo gooc 
tams, iron rims, and other neceſſary ex- ther; 1 
penſes for behoof- of the Soctety, 12 5 1 1 road in 
Now, allowing the other 3 towns in this pa- vent th 
_ Tiſh to have had fimilar activity and ſuc- ried to 
ceſs in this wot th in 1792, the total 3 beautift 
Ff ß WY mu 
And the total caſh paid out by the Company 5 After 
„agents for cork, &. „ 54 "BE 5 which 
To the above let us add an average ſtate of thrivin 
the 31 boats, excluſive of the herring-fiſhery, and chi 
_ reckoning every man's annual incoine from left, w 
the great and ſmall fiſh at L. 20, and the nies hit 
boys at L. 10, and every boat to have 6 | ſpe f. 
men and a boy, the total product is L. 4030 © 0 chy k. 
N. B. The average product of the herring ſiſhery is not 
ſtated, as it was begun only 5 years ago, and all the filters Hart 
do not engage in it. fing 
I have only farther to obſerve on the ſubject of the 
fiſheries, that a few ſalmon are caught in the parith at the *To 
mouths of the rivulets or burns of Gollachie and Tynet. wed 
They are commonly called ſtall fiſheries. Ot theſe there are poſed b 
2 at Tynet, belonging to Mr Stuart at Tanachie, and 2 at 18 85 
Gollachy, belonging to Mr Baron Gordon and Mr Dunbar. ck 
The 4 might produce about L. 24 annually to the pro- o mile 
Pragtors. ne 
ſtate of 
from Be 
Roads —The roads in the pariſh were originally made, a 
and are kept in repair by the ſtatute- labour. The poſt- 3 


road out fea 
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wad paſſes through the pariſh in a weſterly direction 1 
upwards of 8 miles. The firſt 5 from Cullen to the burn — 
of Buck ie, are almoſt equally good in all ſeaſons, and eaſily 
kept in excellent repair. The other 3 miles not having | 
ſo good a bottom, are apt to become deep in rainy wea- 
ther; it is in contemplation to change the direction of this 
wad in part; and it will require great attention to pre- 
rent the public from ſuffering by the alteration, when car- 
ried to the intended extent. On entering the pariſh, the 
beautiful arch of the bridge over the rivulet at Cullen 
houſe, ſtrikes the eye of the beholder on the left hand. 
After paſſing the bridge in the line of the public road, 
which is too narrow and wants parapets, fine fields, and 
tiriving plantations adorn the ſcenery for the firſt 3 miles, 
and cheer the weary traveller, in ſpite of a moſs on the 
left, which forces itſelf on his obſervation, and accompa- 
nies him for more than 2 miles. A bleak and dreary pro- 
ſpe& ſucceeds for 2 miles through the moor of Ranna- 
Gy.. 5 5 | 
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Harbours.— Nature has formed the only harbours at the 
iſhing ſtations. But to render them ſafe and commodious, 


quays 


To the right, on this moor, at the diſtance of 100 paces from the 
road, is an eminence evidently artificial, called Tarrieclerack, and ſup- 
poſed by ſome to be a burial- place. The view is confined, as before, by 
hills and moors, covered with heath, Hardly does any pleaſant object 
appear to break the barren uniformity, and relieve the mind. At length 
2 peep of the Moray frith, and of the Caithneſs hills, at the diſtance of _ 
. JP miles, diſſolves the gloom, and awakens the attention to a fertile 
country, finely variegated with little hills and fertile plains, in a high 
ſate of cultivation. The burn of Tynet, which ſeparates this pariſh (288 ; 
: irom Belly, {tands in need of a bridge. Though its courte be but ſhort, 5 4) 
: and quantity of water trifling in dry weather; yet in rainy ſeaſons, it is | 


| Irequently ſwelled into a torrent, which the traveller cannot paſs with- 
but fear and danger. | Lene 
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quays would be necellary, In FEY preſent las the uni 
ted exertions of the men and women are employed in 
_dragging the boats up the beach, to ſecure them from he. 
ing broken by the waves, and fimilar efforts muſt be made 
in launching. Theſe daily operations are very hurtful to 
the boats, and ſometimes fatal to the men. At Buckie and 
Findochtie only can piers, or quays, be conſtructed. Their 
advantages are many and important, and the want of them 
3s ſeverely felt by people of all deſcriptions. The land. 
carriage of heavy goods from Aberdeen, Banff or Portfoy, 
adds conſiderably to their price, and operates as a tax on 
the conſumer. Coals, ſalt and iron are ſometimes unload. 
ed in the ſummer ſeaſon at Buckie, but at the riſk of lo. 

fing the veſſel. With the laudable view of obviating theſe 
inconveniencies, the proprietor of Buckie, not many years 
ago, cauſed a ſurvey of the harbour, and plan of a pier to 


be made on the eaſt fide of the burn; and ſanguine hopes 


were entertained by the public, of the advantages that 
- would accrue from the execution of a plan which promiſed 
| ſafety, and 14 feet of water at neap tides. But this uſeful 
and meritorious undertaking has not hitherto been execu- 
ted. It is, however, I would fain hope, only ſuſpended, 
not abandoned. A pier at Buckie would be a ſtanding 
monument of the Baron's generoſity, and ſerve to hand 
him down to future ages as the father of his people, and 
friend of mariners *, Fi indochtie, though at preſent ne 

T 


* In the mean time, another plan has been adopted on a a ſmaller 
ſcale, and leſs eligible ſituation, at the mouth of the burn, on the well 
ſide, belonging to Mr Dunbar. Active ſteps have been t taken by the 
Buckie merchants and fiſhers to effectuate it. To render this undertz. 
king ſafer and more extenſively uſeful, it was judged proper to have a 
{mall pier or bulwark on the eaſt fide of the burn, which could not be 
done without permiſſion from Mr Baron Gordon, A petition was therefore 


made out, and preſented in 1792, craving leave to build, at their ow 
, expenſe, 
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gected, claimsꝰ the public attention in an eminent degree. 


marty, except in extent. It ſeems to have been moulded 


to be made, but from what motive I never heard. I em- 


con, on the weſt, and low. water ſoundings at a neap tide, 
in the central point, where the water is moſt ſhallow; and 


irith, Language can hardly paint it in a more ad vanta- 
and arreſts the attention of every beholder. I am well aſ- 
Vor. .. ; 3 7 | the 


expenſe, on a rock, part of his property, a bulwark, which they concei- 
ved could not hurt his intereſt. This petition was unfortunately pre- 
lented at a time, when the Baron, by reaſon of a circumſtance in which 
be was deeply intereſted, took little or no concera in buſineſs of any 
kind, It has therefore, in all probability, eſcaped bis notice, or it is 


moſt likely, that he would have granted a requeſt that could not poſſi- | 


bly be hurtful to him, and might be beneficial to his own people. It is 
imagined, that L. 350 would build a tolerably commodivas harbour at 
the burn mouth; L. 200 would make it a good creek at all ſeaſons; and 
even L. 122 would make it fafe for ſmall craft in ſammer only. Buckie 
is advantazeouſly ſituated on a central part of the coaſt, near Keith and | 
Fochabers, and has frequent comnigication with tue parihes of Mort 
lch, Boharm, ; Botriphais Glaſs, Clenlivet aud Cabrach. 
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t is ſuſceptible of being improved into one of the beſt and 
ſafeſt harbours in Scotland, equal, in every reſpect, to Cro- 


by the hand of nature, for a ſafe and eaſy retreat in tem- 
peſtuous weather to veſſels in the Moray frith, that are 
unable to make Cromarty on the oppoſite ſhore. The di- 
tance between them is 60 miles due eaſt and weſt. It is 
aid that Government once ordered a ſurvey of Findochtie 


ployed one of the fiſhers to take the breadth of the en- 


trance into. this beautiful bafon, at a rock called the Bea- 


from an exact menſuration, the entrance was found to be 
qo yards wide, and the water 21 feet deep. Hence, it is 
capable of receiving a ſhip of the line, and capacious e- 
nough to contain all the veſſels belonging to the Moray 


geous light than it deſerves. It attracis the obſervation, 


ſured that it might be made a moſt complete harbour, for 
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the moderate ſum of L. 3000 * A. mare induſtrious, in. 
trepid, adventurous race of mariners than thoſe in this 
| Tiſh, is nowhere to be found in his Majeſty's dominion, 
They are expoſed; to continual danger in open boats from 
an inconſtant climate and a ſtormy ſea. In clear nights, by 
the aid of, a compaſs, the obſervation of certain ſtars, and 
a few land- marks, they reckon their lives in perfect ſafety, 
But when the clouds begin to gather, the winds to riſe, the 
waves to heave, and all nature to wear a lowering counte. 
nance, they are perplexed whither to direct their courſe; 
to attempt the ſhore is certain death; and to live at ſe 
ſcarcely poſſible. In ſuch dreadful. alternatives, the love of 
life moſt: frequently ſuggeſts. the. propriety, of ſteering 2 
middle courſe ;, yet this dangerous nayigation often termi. 
nates in death. Such dire diſaſters have given riſe to rei. 
| terated propoſals for building. a ſmack of about 30 tons, 
and with, proper accommodations, to be employed in the 
white. fiſhery, It is the opinion of the moſt ſkilful and ex- 
perienced fiſhers, that in ſuch a veſſel the fiſhery might be 
carried on with greater ſafety, and more benefit to the un- 
dertakers, and with advantage to the country. But the 
want of a ſafe harbour has always occaſioned ſchemes of 
this nature to prove abortive. A regard therefore for the 
preſervation of men's lives and the good of ſociety ſhould 
induce all ranks to join in nn ſuch plans of 1 
dan, 


The 


* Lord Findlater could not beſtow a part of his princely fortune to 
better purpoſe, than in conſtructing a harbour that would promote his 
own intereſt, prove a benefit ro thouſands, and tranſmit his name with 
Honour to poſterity. But as his Lordſhip's views are at preſent directed. 
to other uſeful objects, there is no immediate proſpect of his execuung 
ſuch an undertaking. Still, however, a harbour is much wanted at Fin. 
dochtie, and would be attended with many advantag 's to the count!) 


and conſequently is one ct thoſe public works which merits the attention 
ef Cevernment. | 


of ben war 


The following ſtate of 40 loſs fultairied by the fiſher- 
towns in this yrs "a how this matter in . 
light. 

I. In Buckie, fince 1723, 8 bout, with 

their crews and paſſengers, have pe- 

riſhed, amounting in all to 6⁰ men n and denn. 
Of that number, 50 have been loſt widhia ; 

theſe 40 years; and it is well atteſted 

that ſo many have not died a natural 

death in the ſame period. Ds 
2. Porteaſy has loft fince it became „„ 

pſhing ſtation, ; - 4 met. 

4. Findochtie, about 38 years ago, * 
1 boat, and - >.” = "Woh. 
3. Portknockie, within theſe 46 5 years, 
| has loſt 5 boats and their crews, with 
| a yawl and 6 boys, in all. 2 men n and 4 boys. 


— m7. 


Total, 112 men and boys. 
And 14 boats, 1 yawl*. 


| State of the Church. — As the heritors have entered into 

a contract with an undertaker to build a new church, on 

an approved plan, to contain 1000 perſons, it is not ne- 

ceſſary to ſay much reſpecting the preſent one. It may, 

however, be mentioned, that part of it, according to the 
tradition 
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* The above contains a powerful claim on the feelings of humanity, 
and on the aid of Government for the protection and preſervation of hu- | 
man lives. In the eſtimation of thoſe who are beſt acquainted with the 
Moray frith, and moſt ſkilful in naval affairs, a harbour at Findochtie 
wou'd fave the lives of mariners, and prove extremely beneficial to the 
country, In its preſent ſtate, it is of eaſy acceſs, and the boats when 
overtaken by a north weſterly ſtorm, generally di:ect their courſe to it, 
n to a place of ſafety. | 
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diſtance, it has a venerable appearance. 
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- tradition of the pariſh, is as old as the caſtle of Edinburgh, 
and that the couples, which are of oak, grew on the eſtate 
of Rannes. It is of conſiderable length, and has a roof of 
different altitudes, Viewed from the public road, or at a2 
Next year it is to 
be taken down, and the materials employed 1 in — 
1 the new church. 


5 Bade tin origin is mentioned by Spottiſwood, in 
his account of religious houſes in Scotland, and is as fol. 
lows : „ Rothſan, John Biſſet gives to God, and the church 
of St Peter's of Rothſan, for ſuſtaining ſeven leprous per. 
“ ſons; the patronage of the kirk of Kyltalargy, to pray for 
e the fouls of William and Alexander, kings of Scotland, 
and the ſouls of his anceſtors and ſucceſſors, about the 
« year 1226; Chartulary of Moray, ſ. v. 27. He grants 


another donation to the ſame purpoſe, in the ſaid year, 


„ f. 126.” There is a bede-houſe ſtill in being, though 
in bad repair; and fix bede-men on the eſtabliſhment, but 
none of them live in the houſe. The nomination to a vs 
cancy is in the gift of Lord Findlater, as proprietor of 
Rannes ; and their yearly income is as follows: From the 
lands of Rannes, every bede-man has half an acre of land 
during life, and 1 boll of oat-meal annually ; from the 
lands of Findochtie, 8s. 14 d.; and from Mr Baron Gordon, 
as proprietor of Freuchnie, formerly a part of the lands of 
Rannes, Is. 4 4 d. making in allgs. 6d. yearly ; one of 
the bede-men lately dead, let his half acre, during his life, 
at L. I, 1s. of yearly rent. 
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money, and L. 5: 11:14 for — *, The 125 
manſe and kitchen received a ſubſtantial repair in 1792 
and additional offices were built, to render the accommo- 


dation more comfortable and commodious. The glebe, 


including garden and e is $ abgut 7 acres. — _ 


of Rannes is 3 f. 


L State 


1 The following curious paper, with ſeveral other articles of intelli- 
yence, was furniſhed by B—p Geddes, at the interceſſion of Mr 
Matthiſon, who has been very friendly in procuring me information, 


4 The rental of ye parſonage of Rathwen, wt. ye annexis yrof, wt. in 


« ye dioceſis of Aberdein and Murray Oh de ſhirefdoms of Banff | 


4 and Murray reſpective.“ 


In the firſt; ye tiend filver of ye e parochin of Rathiren, f ſeven ſeore | 


and fix pounds, 
ve malles of ye barobie of Rathiven, thirty-one merks. 


Ve fermes of ye Loynhead, n and — extendis to five X 


ſcore bolls of beir. 
Item, ye kirke of Dundureus. ſett for he at 
Item, ye kirke of Kintallertie, twenty-four pounds. 


Item, ye landis of Mulben, lying i in the parochen of Dundureus, f fr 


teen merks. 


Hereof deductit of aloe charges to fix bed. -men, 42 merke. 
Item, to their habits, 7 pounds four 9 
Item, to the ſtaller in Aberdein. 
Item, given forth of Dungurens to the abbey of K inloſs, fix pounds. 
| Sie ſubſeribitur. 
G. Hay , my hand. 


The . rental is conledl fea an original book of aſſumptions of 
the year 1 563, which belonged te the late Mr James Cummyng, ſecre- 
tary to the Society of Scotch Antiquaries, and which is now probably : 


in the Regiſter dee at Edinburgh. This is atteſted by me, 
Gigagd) 1255 Geddes. 


There is an itinerancy, called Enzie Chapel, fituated in the welt 
end of the pariſh, at the diſtance of 4 miles from the church, for the 
zecommodation of that corner, and part of the pariſh of Belly. The 
miſfionary is ſubſiſted partly from the Royal Bounty, and partly from a 


{und — K to the miſſion, This fand aroſe from two collections 


through 
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| Beate of the Schools The parochial ſcheolhouk is f 
preſent n bad dne. But after the church is finiſhed, thy 
is little doubt of its being rebuilt on u plan equally com. 
 fortuble and convenient for maſter amd fcholars, The 
__ fchvolmuaſter's ſalary is inadequate to the inyportance of th 

Nation, It is bolls 9; 3: 3: 2+ lippies of meal, und L. 3 

18. 94d. of money. His other emoluments are L. 2, for 

officiating as precentor and ſeſſion-clerk ; for publiſhing 
banns of marriage, 18.; for regiſtering a baptiſm, 6 d.; 
writing a certificate, 6 d.; teaching Latin, 28. ; arithme. 
tic, 28.; and Engliſh and writing, 1 8. 6d. quatterly. As 
the number of ſcholars of late has not dern Fe 1 ths | in. 
come may be from L. 15 to L. 20 % 


krhrough the church, with a view to build a chapel, and procure accon- 
modations to the miſſionary. With part of it, a chapel has been built, 
and ſome acres of ground purchaſed for a glebe. And it is to be hoped, 
that the Koyal Bounty will be continued, till the fund, which is under 
the management of a committee appointed by the General Aſſembly, 
| accumulate toza ſum fully adequate to the comfortable ſupport of a cler- 
gyman, who has, in the diſtrict of the pariſh moſt contiguous to the cha- 
pel, excluſive of the moſt adjacent part of Belly, 350 r terians, 12 
Epiſcopalians, and 630 Roman Catholics. 
I here are ether two clergymen in the pariſh, Mr Reid ond Mr Shand, 
Ar Reid reſides at Preſshome, where he has lately built a neat and well 
finiſhed chapel, for the accommodation of the Roman Catholics in the pa- 
riſh. Mr Shand lives at Arradoul, and has one chapel in his neigubout- 
hood for the Epiſcopalians of this pariſh, and another at Fochaben, 
where he officiates once a fortnight in ſummer, and once in 3 weeks du- 
ring the winter ſeaſon. Both theſe gentlemen conduct themſelyes with 
the greateſt propriety. As they are much reſpected by their heare!s 
and acquaintance, they are comfortably lodged, and decently ſupported. 
Each of them has a ſmall farm, which, by ane management, yields 
pleaſure and convenience. 


* The preſent hodimatter has been 8 of 40 years a teacher; 
and from age and infirmities, muſt ſoon be reduced to a ſtate that will 


tncapacitate him for teaching, It is a pity tnat no ſcheme has hithert9 
beer 


be 


Notwithſtanding the extent of the pariſh, it does not at 


ntereſt · Phe above has been. ſaved from the weekly: col- 


inquentss. The weekly collections, and othen contingen- 


deen deviſed, nor any meaſures adopted to prevent men, who have had 
w-Univerſity education, and ſpent their time and talents in teaching our 
children the elements of literature, and principles of religion, from feel- 
ing the accumulated. evils of frailty and poverty in their od age. | 
The Society for propagating: Chriſtian. Knowledge, has 2 ſchools in 
the pariſh ; one at Buckie, with a ſalary of L. 14 to the maſter; and one 
at Couffarrach, near the. Enzie Chapel, with a ſalary of L. 10 to the ma- 
er, and L., 5 to his wife. In the courſe of the year, there are about 


ab planting and continuing ſchools in theſe. ſtations, and their importance 
to the public. The latter ſchool is only of 2 years ſtanding; and the 
maſter is in poſſeſſion of the accommodations required by the Society's 
regulations. He owes his preſent eomfortable ſituation to the bounty of 
tis Grace the Duke of Gordon. And I am proud to add, that above L. 300 
of the Society's money are annually paid to their choolmaſters on the 
Duke's different eſtates, all accommodated. by his munificence. Such 


ſautial, proof of the intereſt he takes in promoting the: good of ſociety, 
ad the cauſe, of religion. 


Tt is believed, that the-Society has not, in Scotland, a more important 
Ration: than Buckie. It contains upwards of 520 inhabitants, who have 


22 419 


Poor, and Sener of their Fonds —Phie poor bft dy 
begging, and occaſional ſupplies from the parochial/fund; | 


preſent amount to above L. 50, of which L. 40 is out at 


4 - * 5 n * — 
mn x 1'© — = 12 — dn M2 — — oe 
— — — ww * - CI » 

— —.— 
* * 


lectons the uſe off a pall or mortcloth, anch fines: from de- 


dies fob tlie year 179, amounted im whole to L. 147 pz. 
The- management of it; and: of the whole funds, is, as in 
noſt, parts. of Scotland; intruſted to the church ſeffion. 
After paying L. 2 to the ſefſion:clerk, and L. 1, £5: to tlie 
officer, the» remainder: is divided quarterly among the moſt 
necefitous of all: de ſcriptions. Laſt: year, 30 poor perſons 
received benefit from this ſmalli fund. In addition to the 
abore, Lord Findlater. orders an annual diſtribution: of 


100 ſcholats at each of theſe ſchools. Their numbers ſhow the propriety 


liſiatereſted liberality does honour to his feelings as man, and is a ſub- 
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meal and; money among the poor on his own lands; and 


town and neighbourhood, 


1 


that the ſame beneficent cuſtom may obtain in other cot. en an 
ners of the pariſh, I have no reaſon to doubt. 
e * to tha eee ail to Dr Web. ue! 
ſter, the number of ſouls, in 1755, was 2898. By a mi. . 
nute of a viſitation in the preſbytery records, dated at the 
kirk of Rathven, zoth Auguſt 1720, the population is 
: ſtated at 1700 catechiſable perſons ; and 600 Papiſts, by x 
; modeſt computation of thoſe above 10 years of age, by 
Mr Robert Gordon, the miniſter, in preſence of the heri. 
tors, and in anſwer to the queries, How many catechifa. Under! 
dle perſons in the pariſh ? Whereof, How many Papiſls? __ 
Before ſtating the population, it may be obſerved that part 4 
of the eaſt end of the pariſh is annexed to Cullen guoad ja Mt 
cra. The date of the annexation 1 have enquired after 1 in — 
| „„ 95 vol — 
130 children under 10 years of age. And by including à mile round RO, . 
the town, their number is increaſed to 190. The Society's ſchool wa | e 
removed from another ſtation in the pariſh to Buckie in 1755; and has 
ever been on a bad footing, the ſchoolmaſter having never been poſſeſſed The 
of accommodation to the ſame extent with his brethren on that eſtabliſh- de con 
ment. And this inconveniency has occaſioned loſs to the maſter, and a great a 
conſiderable advance out of the poor's fund. At preſent the ſchool 1s an eal. 
held on ſo precarious a tenure, as to endanger its being entirely loſt, to ny 
the great prejudice of the place. It is true, that Dr Kemp, whoſe ſpi- mes; 
rited exertions, as ſecretary to the Honourable Society have done i ſequen 
much credit to himſelf, and good to the cauſe of virtue and religion, has betwee 
explained the fituation of this ſchool to a gentleman of fortune, and of great 
polite literature, in an eminent ſtation, who bas a natural intereſt in the 3 
place. And, as it is pretty generally underſtood, that a promiſe of ac- 1 5 : 
commodation had been granted ; thoſe who patroniſed the former ſchool, ging 1 
have withdrawn their ſupport, and teem reſolved not to renew it Hence, wome! 
the cauſe of its preſent precarious ſtate. At Findochtie, a ſchoolmiſtrels wars: 
receives A guinea annually from Lord Findlater, as an encouragement 4 
to teach the reading of Engliſh, knitting and ſewing. She is a decent ” 
woman, beſtows her time on her ſcholars, and gives ſatixfaction to the 28 
| VO. 


yain. Exclufive of the annexed part, there were found, 


In the Pariſh, 3019 1408 1611 1766 323 956 #75420 
Annexed Part, 505 | 271 <7 234 | 498 o 2 | 7 | | 


| Total, 3524 #679” des 6g 309 333 946 


Of whom mere, are in the Pariſh, 


Males. Fw: Gs. 
baer x 10 years of age, | 5 333 345 608 
Between 19 & 20, | | 322 201 613 
20 & 50, 470. 67% 1142 
50 & 70, 227 248 475 
n h 
„„ „ i , 


Total, 1408 1611 3019 720 : 
Iatheannexation to Cullen, under 7 em VJ = 


———_—_— + 


be conveniently obtained. To account ſatisfactorily for ſo 


more com fortabl y. 
Among the inhabitants enumerated above, there are I4 
merchants or ſhopkeepers, 6 millers, 12 maſons, 19 tailors, 
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in an accurate — finiſned about 3 months ago, 
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great a diſproportion between the males and females is not 
an ealy matter. Owing to, the difference in our religious 
tenets, no regular regiſter of baptiſms can be kept. Los: - 
ſequently there is no means of atcertaining the proportion 5 
between the males and females born in the pariſh. The 
great ditproportion obſervable from the above ſtate, may 
be attributed to loſſes ſuſtained at fea, no numbers enga- 
ging in our fleets and armies; and to an influx of poor 
women from the Highlands, for the convenience of iving 
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19 ſhoemakers, 70 weavers, 12 ſmiths, 21 carpenters, 6 
| ſhipmaſters, 2 tideſmen, 1 dyer, 1 tobacconiſt, 2 butchers, 
I baker, 4 gardeners, 6 male domeſtick ſervants. Female 

domeſtick ſervants, as well as the farm ſervants of both 
ſexes, are extremely fluctuating, except in gentlemen's fa. 
milies. The common farmers are not opulent enough 
to afford wages to annual ſervants, whoſe termly demand; 
are in a ſtate of progreſſion beyond all precedent. They 
muſt make their children, to the great prejudice of their 
education, and at too early a period in lie, ae inſtead 
of nne 


s TOCK. 


| Horſes. Bl. Cattle. PH, Ploughs, Carts, Wain. 00 
In the Pariſh, 550 1706 2800 187 „„ 
Annexed Part, n e :.-06-- 47 1 


Total, 626 1872 27/00 203 262 


1 0 
1 


The cattle are remarkable neither for beauty nor fize; 
and therefore, at preſent, horſes might give from L. 3 to 
to L. 12 or L. 15; cows and oxen, from L. 2 to L. 5; or 
| L6; wethers, and ewes and lambs, from 3s. to 6s, As 
the ſoil is good, and anſwers well with ſown grafles, a lar. 
ger and handſomer breed of cattle might be introduced, 
No attention is paid to raiſing ſwine, except at the 5 meal 
mills in the pariſh, where from 30 to 40 may be ſold an- 
nually, at from L. 1 to L. 3. 


 Pigeon-Houſes—Of theſe, there are 8 in the pariſh 
ſtocked, at an average, with 150 pairs each. As they live 
on the crop, in ſpring and harveſt, not under 6 months 
yearly, we may fairly calculate their annual conſumption 


of grain, from 24 to 30 bolls at leaſt, for every pigeon 
| houſe 


houſe. 
| mult h 


grain 
home. 
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dalle. In lormy weather, during the winter-ſeaſon, they 


muſt have befides, at the loweſt calculation, one peck of 


gain a-day, to preſerve their lives, and keep them at 


They begin, and continue to lay and hatch from 
the 1 of March to the middle or end of June; and 
from Lammas to the iſt of November. The annual pro- 
duce of each may be reckoned at 150 pairs, at 2 d. a-pair, 
and 16s, for the dung. There is a well atteſted inſtance _ 
of 160 pairs being taken from the pigeon-houſe of Nether 
Buckie, at one harrying ; the uſual run is about 30 pairs. 
Numbers of pigeons come from the inland country in the : 
beginning of Auguſt to the doyecots in this pariſh, and 


remain in them till November, when they retire to their 


original place of reſidence. Jays are the greateſt enemies 
to the pigeon-houſes. In times of ſcarcity, they enter 


them and deſtroy the young ; the old ones are not unfre- 
quently a prey to hawks, and other ravenous birds. 


r have been 3 ER ING as ly- ; 
ing chiefly in the eaſt end of the pariſh. Lord Findlater 8 
has paid great attention to planting. His plantations are 


of conſiderable extent, and in a thriving ſtate. At firſt 


they were moſtly planted with Scotch firs; but have ſince 
been filled up with oaks, elms, aſhes, beeches, birches, 


larches, Cc. They beautify and enliven the landſcape ; 
and the annual thinnings ſoon reimburſe his Lordſhip, and 
are {ſerviceable in building cottages, and for fuel. His dif- 


ferent plantations amount to 443d acres. 


Mr, Gordon's of Letterſourie, 10 
Mr Gordon of Cairnfield, and Mr Stuart of Ta- 
may £ 59 each, ” 8 100 


Total, 4500 
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Minerals and Mineral Slings. There are quarries of 
limeſtone at Cuttlebrae and Upper Clochin ; of tones for 
building at Tarwathie ; of late at Tarriemout and Upper 
| Aldyloth, belonging to the Duke of Gordon ; and of {late 
on the eſtate of Letterſourie. Near Litchieſton, there is 1 
beautiful whitiſh ſand in great quantity, and, in Point of 
fineneſs, be mag e to ay Dutch ſand * 1 


F Powe or turf fv the bill of ones and the 
other moſſes, is the fuel in common uſe. As the moſſes 
are at a conſiderable diſtance, fuel is extremely dear, and 
in winter often very ſcarce. The ſmall cart. Ioad of peat 
and turfs, fold laſt winter in Buckie at 1s. 2 d. and ſome- 
times higher. To give a clearer idea of the expenſe of 
fuel, it may be obſerved, that when the load is fold at rs, 
the conſumer pays at the rate of a halfpenny for 4 peats 
and 1 turf. Under ſuch circumſtances, as the few only are 
able to afford this heavy expenſe, it is evident, that Mr 
Dundas has done an effential ſervice to the many, in pro- 
curing a repeal of the duty on coals, and merits wel 
of his country, in general, for contributing to the comfort 
and happineſs of a numerous and an | uſeful claſs of people 
by redreſſing a real grievance. 


Salt.— This necellury article, according to my informa- 
tion, which I have reaſon to believe authentic, is pur- 
1 chaſed 


* A well at Burn of Oxhill is much frequented by the country people 
with their children in the chincough; but as nothing is ſaid of the be- 
_nefit reaped from it, it is preſumed, that its vogue is owing more to c- 
ſtom than to its medicinal qualities. There are two chalybeate ſprings 
on Mr Baron Gordon's lands; one at Gollachie, and another at Ne# 
Buckie, frequented occaſionally in the ſummer-ſeaſon AtF indochtie, 3 
ſpring a purgative nature, iſſuing out of a rock, far within flood- mark, 

4s occalionally applied to by the neighbourhood, 
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chaſed from the merchants at the pit, at 6 8. 4 d. the boll, 


im. The duty the boll is 5s. 6d.; the freight, and other 


iſh, which is the loweſt price, and frequently at 1 d. the 


tereſt, would procure a reviſion of the ſalt- laws, the aboli- 


tors in general, and others, who expend their money in 
making commodious harbours, to impoſe a wharfage or 
tax on the trade, proportioned to the ſum expended, or the 
advantages ſecured ; and the foſtering hand of Govern- 


lading veſſels, little more would remain to be done i in fa- 
your of the manufactures and fiſheries. 


Auiguitie.— Druidical temples are common. On the 
the Core Stanes; the ſtones of which were employed in 


ſearched 3 of them to the bottom, and found only char- 
coal, and a whitiſh loft ſubſtance, reſembling the aſhes of 


his Joule, he immgines, mull have formerly abounded in 


en, . 41 


ontaining 4 Engliſh buſhels, and weighing 200 lb. Eng- 5 


dues, about I's. 1 d.; ſalt therefore ſtands the importer at 
the rate of 128. 11 d. the boll. To the conſumer it is 
fold out by the merchants at 1s. the peck, of 14 lb. Eng- 


pound, This high price of ſalt is extremely hurtful to the h 
fheries, and felt as a ſerious grievance by the poor. If 
therefore Mr Dundas, Sir John Sinclair, or any other gen- 
leman diſtinguiſhed for Patriotiſm and Parliamentary in- 
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tion of the duty on falt, and the extenſion of an adequate | 
duty to boats, as well as buſſes ; be would endear himſelf 
to the preſent generation, and tranſmit his name to the 
future, as the friend and benefactor of his country. And 
were an act of Parliament procured, to enable proprie- 


ment ſtretched out to aid the public to conſtruct harbours, 
build piers, and form quays or wharfs, for lading and un- 


heights of Corridown, there was a remarkable one called 


building the new houſe of Letterſourie. Mr Gordon has 


wood or of bones. The low grounds in the vicinity of 
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wood, as he hill dug out a the hollows, now under culture 
and producing cabbages, and other articles me Kitchen ul, 
large pieces of oak and fir *, 
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f Odaracter of the People —To S in ew: words the 
: leading feature in the character of a people, different in 

their religious tenets, and conſiſting of natives and ſtran. 
gers, landmen and ſeamen, is no eaſy matter. In general, 

however, as far as my obſervation and experience 80, they 
are ſober, frugal and induſtrious ; peaceable and friendly 
to neighbours and acquaintances ; decent and exemplary in 
their attendance on the ordinances of religion. A taſte 
for comfortable houſes, both in the filher-towns and in the 
country, is become prevalent; and a more faſhionable man. 
ner of dreſs is making rapid progreſs. On the whole then, 


®,, 


being well clothed, well ted, and decently lodged, they the ſan 
have, in a comparative degree, a reaſonable {hare of the them, 
| Os comtorts 
* There is a large heap of ſtones on an eminence in one of Lord Find. contain 
later's encloſures, near Woodſide, ſouthward of the public read, com- ranſack 
- monly called the King's Cairn. And tradition ſays, that it is the grave 3 broac 
of Indulphus, the Jyth King of Scotland, who, after obtaining a com- 4 other 
| plete victory over the Danes, was unfortunately killed near this ſpot. call,; 
According to Abercromby, this victory was gained A. D. 961: accord. bone. 
ing to Buchanan, in 967. In this pariſh, the above event is diſtinguithed wide, 
by the name of the Battle of the Bauds, then an extenſive moor, now 2 | bones 
plantation belonging to Lord Findlater: and it is believed, erroneouſly one, il 
indeed, that by it the Danes were finally expelled from Scotland, Bu- by a n 
chanan places tbeir final expulſion in the reign of Duncan I. and 84 ſtones 
ing of Scotland A. D. 1043; when, after receiving a great overthrow one, a 
in Fife, and reſlecting on their many unfortunate expeditions to Scotland, tied of 
they bound themſelves by a ſolemn oath to return to it no more as ene. this or 
mics. On the moor between Findochtie and the plantativn of the Bauds, | ance 
4 great number of ſmall cairns are diſtinguiſhable, and ſuppoſed to be the called 
burial places of the Danes, who were ſlain in the engagement with In- kane, 
dulphus. About 30 years ago, a country man diſcovered, in a tumulus two h 
er cairy, on the lands of Rannes, which he was removing, 2 ſtone coffir, mer e 
cContainin: to be 


They have penetration enough to diſcover the road which 
lids faireſt to lead to the accompliſhment of their views, 
and ſteadineſs to purſue it. The intercourſe of the fiſher- 
towns with the country is frequent and eaſy ; ; nevertheleſs 


viduals, are placed more on a footing of equality ; - and 
their purſuits are uniformly fimilar. Of courſe their lan- 
cage and tranſactions, are the language and tranſactions 


and 


containing human bones of a large ſize. Having obtained permiſſion to 
rnfack this grave, I found it covered with a large ſtone, 4 feet long 
3 broad, and about 14 inches in depth. On removing this, we found 


4 other ſtones, ſet on their edges, which ſerved as a coffin to part of a 


(cull, and jaw-bone, with ſeveral. teeth, and tome fragments of a thigh 
bone. The dimenſions of this coffin were 3 feet 1 inch in length, 2 feet 
wide, and 22 inches deep. There was no ſtone in the bottom. The 
bones were removed into a ſimilar cheſt, a few feet northward of this 
one, in the ſame tumulus; this laſt one was diſcovered 4 or 5 years ago, 
bya man in the nezghbourhood, who was removing a few more of the 
ones for building a houſe. 


one, and was or iginally covered with two ſtones, one of which was car- 


this one, but none of them have been ſearched. They are at no great di- 
ance from the houſe of Rannes, on a farm, lately improved out of moor, 
called Weſter-Gide. The ruins of an old chapel, negr the houſe of Far- 
kane, of the houſe of Findochtie, and of ſoine buildings on the tops of 


to be ſeen, 
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comforts and conveniencies of life. Examples of ebb 
ſagacit ys and a talent for information and enterprize, 1s by | 
10 means uncommon among thoſe of every deſcription. 


Fd 


8 
- — 


c 


the difference in language and in manners is ſtriking. 
Here we ſee men judging and acting for themſelves. E- 
very one adopts thoſe plans which beſt ſuit his circum- 
ſances and ſituation in life. The fiſhers indeed, as indi- 
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of the community, rather than of individuals. All adopt - 
the ame meaſures, and purſue fimilar plans in executing 
them, The v oice of one almoſt always puts all in motion ; 


It is of ſmaller dimenſions than the other | 


ed of, No bones were found in it. There are many other cairns near 


do hills, on the eaſt and weſt fide of the harbour of Portnockie, the for. | 
mer called the Green cattle, and the att ter the Tronach calle, are ſtill 
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and the example of one is frequently followed by all; aud 
yet, what is ſingular, no one ſeems to poſſeſs a charader 
deciſive enough to take the lead, and to riſe to ſuperiority 


Abe teſtimony of thoſe who have known them long, a os 


by the ſtrength of genius, or the arts of addreſs. No my. 4; 
ral duty is ſeldomer violated by them than chaſtity, They the 7 
go to ſea as boys, at 14 years of age, become men at 18, great 
and marry ſoon after; for it is a maxim with them, apps. * 
rently founded in truth, that no man can be a fiſher, and ariſin 
want a wife. They generally marry before 24 years at ud. 
fartheſt; and always the daughters of fiſhers from 18 to periel 
22 at moſt. The fiſher-wives lead a moſt laborious life, derne 
They aſſiſt in dragging the boats on the beach, and in in ag 
= launching them. T hey ſometimes, in froſty weather, and prove 
at unſeaſonable hours, carry their huſbands on board, and corne! 
| aſhore again, to keep them dry. They receive the fiſh ire h 
from the boats, carry them freſh, or, after ſalting, to their that # 
cuſtomers, and to market, at the diſtance, ſometimes, of erly v 
many miles, through bad roads, and in a ſtormy ſeaſon, eren 
When northerly winds, or a high ſea, prevent the boats 48 
from going a- fiſhing, the men are employed in repairing and pl 
their ſails, mending their lines, or making new ones, It MA 
is the province of the women to bait the lines; cole: "HOG 
furze, heath, or the gleanings of the moſſes, which, in ſur- 
priſing quantity, they carry home in their creels for fuel, Mi) 
to make the ſcanty ſtock of peats and turfs prepared in lachie, 
ſummer, laſt till the returning ſeaſon. The men and vo- fax; v 
men are in general remarkably ſtout and well ſhaped, 300 m 
Many of the former are above the common ſtature ; and 15 abo! 
of the latter, many are pretty, and dreſs to advantage on To cor 
holidays. The fiſhers of Findochtie are diſtinguiſhed for To ma 
_ decency and decorum, and for curing their fiſh, great and 5 
ſmall, ſuperlatively well. In the other towns, the greater The 
number are decent and irreproachable ; and according to oy 
it for 


Vo 


of Rathven, FE > "M- 


ble improvement in manners and in morals begins » 


take place among them. 


Aue ood Difodvacinges,—The periſh poſſeſſes all 
the advantages that local ſituation can give. And its 
greateſt diſadvantages have already i in part been mention- 
ed. Many melancholy examples of the fatal conſequences 
ariſing from the want of harbonrs have been produced; 
and extreme inconveniency and frequent dangers are ex- 
perienced. from having no cuſtom houſe nearer than In- 
verneſs, which is 50 miles diſtant. The failure of the plan 
in agitation, for obtaining a cuitom-houſe 2d Banff, muſt 
prove a great loſs to the filheries and manufactares in this 
corner. 9::0rt leaſes, and what is here termed run-rigging, 
are hurtful to the farmer. It has already been obſerved, | 
that a great part of the pariſh is expoſed to the north -· weſt- 
erly winds, which are often hurttul to the crop. And 
eren this inconveniency is ſuiceptible, in ſome meaſure, 
of being remedied, For proper eucouragement, to encloſe, 
and plant hedges, on a judicious plan, would contribute to 


counteraCt the ill effects of cheſe winds, * e the 


fields from their influence. 


Miſcellaneous OB/ervations.—There is a lint-mill at Gol- 
kchie, built by a manufacturer in Fochabers, for beating 


fax; which is ſufficient to beat 6 mats a day. He imports . 


300 mats yearly from Rotterdam, ot which the prime coſt 


Wente - — L. 1000. 0 © 
To converting the above into yarn, 10800 0 6 
To making part of the Jam into cloth, 499 "0 6 


The remainder of the yarn 1s ſent to market at Glaſ- 
ow. A mat, on an average, yields 50 lb. of dreſſed flax, 


it for ſpinning into 4 hanks of yarn the lb. A hank of 
Vor. XIII. 3 H earn 
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yarn is in general the daily labour of the ſpinner, for which 
ſhe receives only 3 d.—Tarwathie was, in former times, 
the watch-word for convening the Enzie-men in times of 
- danger; or at markets, and other places of public reſort, 
when any of them happened to be engaged in a fray, 
There are 2 annual fairs in the pariſh, the one in July for 
cattle, ſheep, and merchant goods, and the other in Sep- 
tember, for butter and cheeſe. Both are named Peter. 
Fair; only the latter has the Ss little prefixed by 25 
of diſtinction. 

The houſe of Buckie was burnt in the evil wars, Sine 
the beginning of this century, the fluctuation of property 
in land has been very conſiderable. Lord Findlater has 

purchaſed, at different times, Caſtlefield from the Dun- 
5 bars; Farſkane from the Gordons ; Findochtie from the 

Ords; Muldavat and Rannes from the Hays. Mr Baron 
| Gordon is proprietor of Freuchnie, Buckie and Gollachie; 
the firſt purchaſed from the Hays; the ſecond from the 

Gordons ; and the laſt obtained from the Duke of Gordon, 
in exchange for other lands. Mr Gordon of Letterfourie 
has bought Corrydown from the Roſſes; and Walkerdales 
from the Gordons of Aberlour. Mr Dunbar's eftate of 


Nether Buckie was lately the property of the Gordons 


Mr Gordon of Cairnfield has acquired Thornybank from 
the Hays; Arradoul from the Anderſons; Eaſter- Bog 
from the Stuarts; and Birkenbuſh from the Gordons. The 
Duke of Gordon has purchaſed Couffurrach; Reſton hil 
lock, Litchieſtown and Glaſtirum from the Gordons ; Ho- 
mie from the Paterſons; and Middle Bogs from the Reids 
Oxhill is, of late, in poſſeſſion of the ſon-in-law of the for- 
mer r proprietor * ” 


* It is evident, from what has already been obſerved, that the parſons 
of Rathven were patrons of Dundurcus and Kintallertie, in the preſbj- 
| = e ON — ten 
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tery of Inverneſs; but I have been able to diſcover neither the time nor 
the manner in which theſe patronages were loſt, At 85 they ; are 


doth in the gift of the Crown. 
I ought in juſtice to acknowledge the Agenden I am ai to 4 


gentlemen, and others who furniſhed me with information for this paper. 
Since writing the above, I have diſcovered, that there are many caves 

on that part of the coaſt, belonging to Lord Findlater. The moſt noted 

iſt, Farſkane's Cave, ſo called, from the proprietor of Farſkane ha- 


are, 
ving, in 1715, retired into it along with two other gentlemen, to avoid 


trouble during the Earl of Mar's rebellion. In it they lived very ſnugly 
and comfortably for 5 or 6 weeks; and returned to their own houſes, 
when all apprehenſion of danger was over. 2. Janet Corſtair's cave, ſo 
named, from a mad woman who took up her reſidence in it. And 3. 

| The Croſs Cave, ſo denominated, from its taking a direction to the eaſt 
and weſt, at ſome diſtance from its entrance. The extent of none 0 3 


them is known. 


There is a well of ein water on che north ſide of a green hill, 955 | 
rounded by the tide, called Prieſt's 3 between Findochtie and 1 


| Portknockie. 5 
The fiſhers employ all kinds of ſmall fiſh as bait for 3 the great 50 


ih. And muſcles are purchaſed at Tain for 155. 4 d.; Little Ferry, at 
23 5.; and at Findhorn, from 108. to 25 8. the boat wa” as bait for the 


mall fiſh, in the winter-ſeaſon, and limpets, crabs, and other ſhell fiſh, 


worms dug out of the ſand, called by the fiſhers lugs ; and ſandals, a ſpe- 
cies of fiſh found in the ſand, are employed in June, July and Auguſt, 


| ReſpeRting the birds, migratory and indigenous, it may be proper juſt 
to add, that of the former kind, we have plovers, cuckoos, rails, ſnipes, 
Oc. aud of the latter, ſuch as are common over all the north of Scotland. 
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NUMBER XXIX. 
P PARISH or DUNFERMLINE, 


5 (Counry , AND SYNOD or Frrx, PRESBYTERY or Drs. 
| | FERMLINE,) | = 


| By the Rev. Mr ALLAN MacrLEan, and th Rev. Mr Jon, | 


Bi ERNIE. 


} 7 


. Extent, Situation, &e. 


UNFERMLINE is ſaid to derive its name from the 
Gaelic, and to ſignify in that language © The hill of 

& the crooked pool or water *.” According to this ety- 
mology, the name is ſufficiently deſcriptive of the preſent | 


ſituation of the town, which ſtill, for the moft part, ſtands 
on a hill bounded on the weſt by a winding rivulet, run- 


ning 


* Dunferlin, from Dan, a hill, Fiar, crooked, and Lin, a pool or water; 
if we ſuppoſe the name to be Dunfermlin, the ſignitication will vary # 


little; Dun, a hill, and Foirm, a murmuring noiſe, 1. 6. 4: The hill of the 


noiſy pool or water. 
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of Dunfermline. 429 
ning through a deep and narrow glen*, The pariſh 15 1 
tenfive ; of an irregular form; at an average it may be 
:ckoned 8 miles in length from S. to N. and 5 in breadth 
tom E to W. It is bounded by the pariſhes of Beath, 


Dagety, and Inverkeithing on the E.; of Carnock and 


Torry burn on the W; of Clieſh and Saline on the N.; and 
on the S. by the frith of Forth. The air in general is dry 
and ſalubrious, but there is a very perceptible difference as 
to climate in the pariſh, being much milder in the ſouthern 
part, which ſlopes gently to the ſea, than towards the N. 
where the ground continues to riſe, and is more hilly and 
expoſed, The pariſh contains a variety of ſoils : In gene- 
ral towards the S. of the town, called the laigh land, the 
foil is fertile, moſtly in tillage, and in many places in a 
ſtate of high cultivation; towards the N. the ſoil is greatly 
inferior in quality, in many places covered with heath, and 
containing moſſes of confiderable extent, though many ſpots 
are well cultivated, yet the land in general is chiefly adapt - 
ed to paſturage. LT LS ; 5 85 : 


Borough, Proſpect, Conſtitution, *9c.—Dunfermline is a 
Royal Borough, the ſeat of the Preſbytery, and one of the 
molt conſiderable manufacturing towns in Fife. It is 3 miles 
from the ſea, and about 190 feet above its level; the great. 
er part of the town is ſituated on a hill or rifing ground, 
having a pretty bold declivity towards the S.; the ground, 
however, ſoon flattens, ſo that what 1s called the Nether 

4 Er town 


The ſituation muſt have accorded ſtill more exactly with the name, if 
ve ſuppoſe, as ſeems bighly probable, that Dunfermline owes its appella- 
tion to a little peninſulated hill ſituated in the glen; from this hill the 
borough has borrowed its arms ; it is of ſmall circumference, but of con- 
iderable height, very rugged and ſieep towards the N., and appears tu 
here been anciently a place of ſtrength; a tower built upon it was the 
 fefidence of Malcolm Canmore. 
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| town ſtands on a ; plats. The town is wa pleaſantly ſituz. 
ted, and the proſpect it commands remarkably Various, 
beautiful, and extenſive. There is an excellent view af 
Edinburgh, the Caſtle, Arthur-ſeat, and the elevates 
grounds in the vicinity of the metropolis ; in clear weather 
different ſpires of the city can be counted with the naked 
eye; immediately in view are the oppoſite and fertile bank; 
of the Forth, comprehending a part of Mid and Weſt Lo. 
thians, Binnylaw, the pleaſure - grounds northward of Hope. 
toun, and the borough of Queensferry. The frith is a mol 
pleaſant object, and in its courſe from near the North Ferry 
up towards Culroſs, ſometimes concealed by an elevated 
ſhore, but here and there breaking forth in varied openings, 
greatly enlivens aud diverſifies the beauty of the ſcene 
From the church-ſteeple there is a grandeur, a variety, and 


extent of proſpect, of which it is believed few towns in 


Scotland can boaſt. Here 1s ſeen a part of 14 different 
counties ; the moſt diſtant and remarkable places are Soutra. 
hill in the ſhire of Berwick, Tintock in Lanark, Ben- 
lomond in Dunbarton, Benlady in Perth, Lammermoot 
in Haddington, Campſie and Logie-hills in Stirling, and 
the Pentland-hills in Mid-Lothian ; Hopetoun-houſe, the 
Caſtle of Blackneſs, Port of Borrowſtounneſs, the borough 
of Culroſs, and the beautiful windings of the Forth from 
Leith near to Stirling Caſtle. The borough, it appears, 
held of the monaſtery for near two centuries. It became 


Royal by a charter from James VI. dated 24th May 1588. 


In this charter, called a charter of confirmation, the King 
ratifies ſundry charters, donations, and indentures by John 
and Robert, Abbots of Dunfermline; and particularly, an 
indenture made at Dunfermline, xoth October 1395, be. 
tween John, Abbot of the Monaſtery, and the Eldermen 
and Community of the Borough ; by this deed the Abbot 


and Convent renounce, in favour of the e Eldermen and Com- 
: munity, 
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munity) ths whole income of: the borough belong ging 0 their 


evenue, with the ſmall cuſtoms, profits of court, &c. RY : 
ſerving, however, the yearly penfions payable to the mo- 
naſtery from the lands of the borough, and the correction 


of the bailies, as often as they, or any of them, ſhould be 


guilty of injuſtice in the exerciſe of their office *. By the 
or conſtitution, the government of the borough is lodged 
in a council of 22; conſiſting of 12 guildry or merchant- 


councillors, 8 deacons of incorporations +, and 2 trades-coun- 
lors; the magiſtrates are, a provoſt, 2 bailies, and dean 
of guild. The town-council are annually elected after the 


following manner. On the Thurſday preceding Michael- 
mas each incorporation eleQs a leet, or lift of four of their 
members. Theſe leets are preſented to the council on 
Friday, who ele& two out of each leet of four, and ſend 
down this leet of two to each incorporation, with orders to 
cle& one of them as their deacon. The new deacons are 
preſented to the council on Saturday, when the old deacons 
and other members of conncil ele& two new guild, and two 
new trades-councillors ; the old deacons are then removed 


out of council; and upon Monday, the eight deacons, and 


four new councillors, and other members, ele& a provoſt, 


two bailies, dean of guild, and other office-bearers in coun- 


al; then two of the guildry, and the two old trades· coun- 
cillors, who now are ſupernumeraries, are removed from 
the 1 nen, but continue to act as extraordinary 


 connentions 


* Salvis dictis Jominis Abbati et Conventui, terris in dicto bes, &c. 


« eorrectiane balivorum quoties contigerit, eos aut eorum quemlibet 


i jure, ſeu in juſticia facienda ſeu exiquenda delinquere. 


felhers, 


Smiths, wrights, weavegs, tailors, ſhoemakers, maſons, bakers, and. 
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* Satflical kun 


5 ee till the next eleQion.—The armorial-bearing of 

the borough is a tower, or fort, ſupported by two lions en- 
clofed in circles ; round the exterior circle is written, dig. 
un Civitatis Fermeladuni; and round the interior one, 405 
Nupet Inacceſſa; on the reverſe, is a female figure with 3 
| feeptre in her hand, and on each fide an inverted ſword, 
point upwards, and round Margaretta Regina Scotorum. The 

annual revenue of the borough is confiderably above L. zoo 
Sterling. Eight public fairs are held through the years, 


and two days in the week, Wedneſday and Friday, are ap- 


pointed for markets; the ans on Wedneſday has for 
ans time fallen into diſuſe. | 


— —This town bu hog been Aiſtinguilel 
wy for the manufacture of diaper or table linen: For many 
years paſt, no other cloth has been woven in the pariſh i 

any conſiderable extent. In the infancy of the trade, it wa 

the cuſtom to weave diaper only during the ſummer, the 
wiater being employed in weaving ticks and checks, This 
practice continued till about the year 1749, when the ma- 


| er of ticks and checks Was in a great meaſure re- 


linquithec ſned t. Since the above period the diaper trade has 
| wi pa increaſing; in 1788 there were about gcc, 
and laſt year (1 792) no leſs than 1200 looms employed in 
the trade; of this number, above 8co belonged to the pa- 
Triſh, The value of goods * manuſagured has for 


ſome 


* January, zd Wedneſday O. S.; March, ad Wedneſday ; April, 4th 
Wedneſday ; July, 1 Wedneſday ; Auguſt, 1ſt Tueſday; September, th 
Friday ; October, laſt Thurſday ; November, 4th Wedneſday. 


| + About J or 8 years ago when the diaper trade was low, ſome of the 

manufacturers had recourſe to the making ticks and checks; but the tradeſ- 
men being unaccuſtomed to the work, engaged in it with diſlike, and it 
was given up as ſoon as the diaper trade revived. 
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dome time paſt been from L. 50,000 to L. 60,000 Sterling, g 

and the trade was on the increaſe. Aſtoniſhing improve- 9 

ments have been made within leſs than half a century in the Y 4 

art of weaving, and in the manufacture of table-linen: By " 

the introduction of machinery labour has been greatly a- Mi 

| bridged. Formerly, in weaving diaper, two, and ſome- 1 ; 

times three perſons, were requiſite for one web ; now, by "nn 

means of the fly-ſhuttle, and what is called a frame for rai - 1 

ſing the figure, a ſingle weaver can work a web 2+ yards - ix 1 

broad without the leaſt aſſiſtance. Many of the tradeſmen 1 

in this place diſcover conſiderable genius in drawing ſigures 1 i 

for the diaper, and ſeveral of them have obtained premiums BY 

for their draughts. Table-cloths can be furniſhed of any it 

deſired breadth, length, and fineneſs ; and noblemen and bl 
gentlemen may have their coats of arms and mottos H [ 

00 wrought into any table- linen they chooſe to commiſſion. 1 
a In the cheſt of the incorporation there is preſerved a very Y | 
ne curious ſpecimen of the weaving art: It is a man's ſhirt 1 
Us wrought 1n the loom about 100 years ago, by a weaver of H if. 
ds this place of the name of Ingles. The ſhirt is without ſeam, 1 
& and was finiſhed by the ingenious artiſan without the leaſt i 
35 aſſiſtance from the needle; the only neceſſary part he could 1 
0 not accompliſh was a button for the neck x. 4 
in | | 1 . | * 
a- Torn Improvement. In ſpeaking of theſe, it would be # 
Ir injuſtice to paſs over in ſilence the name of Mr George Chal- [7 
Io mers, late of Pittencrieff. To the enlightened and ſpirited | 
: exertions of this gentleman, in order to promote the feuing 1 
out of his lands, Dunfermline is indebted for one of its F 
| Vot, XIII. 1 greateſt 'k 
; * Mr Stark has lately erected at Brucefield, near Dunfermline, a mill 9 


kor ſpinning yarn from flax, hemp, tow, and wool. The ara ſpun from 
b Lex has given great ſatisfaction. 


. 


= Statiſtical Account 


greateſt improvements ; we mean the bridge built by Ti 
over the glen, by which an eaſy and healthful communica. 
tion has been opened up to the town on the W. immediate. 
ly oppoſite to the principal ſtreet. Formerly, the only 
road from the W. was by the bridge at Malcolm's Tower, 
running eaſtward, cloſe by the Queen's Houle, and then N. 
to the town by a confined narrow lane. The bridge was 


a work of great labour and expenſe * Within theſe $6 


years the trade and population of this place have rapidly 
Increaſed. On the 8. the Abbey Park has been feued, 
and feveral ftreets built upon it, and immediately on the 
W. additions are daily making to the extenſive feus on the 
lands of Pittencrieff: The population on this eftate at pre- 
| ſent exceeds 1200 ſouls. It is but juſtice to obſerve, that 
the police of the borongh has within theſe few years been 
much improved : A laudable attention has been paid to the 
paving of the ſtreets, and furniſhing them with additional 
lamps; and much greater care has of late been taken to 
keep the ſtreets clean, a practice highly worthy of imita- 
tion. Nothing is more neceffary to the health of the in- 
habitants than cleanlineſs, eſpecially where the ſtreets of a 
town are narrow, which is the caſe with moſt of our Scotch 
boroughs: This conſideration, and the high price which 

may 


* The bridge is of a peculiar ſtructure. An arch 297 feet lone, 
1.2 broad, and 15 feet s inches high, was thrown over the burn, in the bo! 
tom of the glen, and the remaining hollow filled up by a mound of earth 
68 fect 6 inches thick at the centre, haviog a gradual flope on both ices 
to the extremities of the ſtone arch below. On the top is the road no 


_ almoſt completely encloſed un both ſides by houſes forming a very neat | 


ſtreet, On the ſides or ſlopes of the mound, and at the back of the houſes, 
are very convenient hanging gardens. The whole was finiſhed by! Mr 
Chalmers at his own expenſe, the town ouly allowing a ſmall piece of 
ground neceflary or carrying on the undertaking. Mr Chalmers ſubjected 
x2 acres of his eſtate to the payment of ceſs to the town, and they bu!- 
dened 3 of their acres with the payment of 1 d. to Pittencriefl. 
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may be badly got for fireve-dang, muſt tünder the conduct 


of magiſtrates inexcuſable when they do not attend to this 
moſt neceſſary branch of police . As another very com- 


mendable improvement, we may mention the removal of the 


butchers (formerly ſcattered through different parts of the 
town) into one public fleſh-market, and the obliging them 
to kill their cattle in a flaughter-houſe built for the purpoſe, 


at ſome diſtance from the market, and entirely removed out 
of the town. An officer has lately been appointed, whoſe 


conſtant employment is to overſee the police of the bo- 
rough ; He ſuperintends the cleaning of the ſtreets, attends. 


| the fiſh and butter markets, and examines the weights, ſei- 
zing on what he finds deficient ; thus an immediate and 
conſtant check is given to impoſitions on the public : He 


likewiſe diſmiſſes all vagrants found begging in the town. 
Formerly the inhabitants were very much haraſſed with 
ranger poor, but are now effectually delivered from that 
burden. The officer of police has L. 25 a year; and en 


his care and diligence he well deſerves it. 


| | Adnantages ond Dikadventare of the Joun.— The great 


abundance of coals in the pariſh, the ſhort carriage, and 


comparatively eaſy rate at which they can be purchaſed, 


render Dunfermline highly favourable for carrying on ex- 


tenſive manufactures. Coals may be had at half a mile's 
liltance +. Plenty of good water is not uſually to be got 


in 


* It was formerly the prafiice here for the magiſtrates to let the fireet- 
dung, and the tackſman engaged to clean the ſtreets: As long as this prac- 
tice continued, the ſtreets were ſhamefully dirty, and not above L lo way 
got for the dung. The magiſtrates now employ ſtreet. rakers, &c. and ſel} 
tie dung when collected, and gain from L. 40 to L. 55 a. year, excluſive of 
all neceſſary expenſes. 


f The inhabitants have the privilege of being ſerved with coals at a hull 


telonging to the town at a cheaper rate, than they are ſold to the country 
at 
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in the neighbourhood of coals, and the inhabitants of thi 
place have but a ſcanty ſupply, eſpecially in ſummer 
Water is brought in pipes from about a mile's diſtance, but 

the fountain is not ſufficiently abundant. The greateſt dif. 

advantage felt by the manufacturers and ſhop-keepers 5 
their diſtance from the ſea ; the land- carriage they are ob- 
liged to employ being expenſive. A canal from the Ne. 
thertown to run S. W. about two miles, and join the fc 

near Lord Elgin's lime-works at Charleſtown is ſaid to be 
eaſily practicable, and that only a few locks would be ne- 
ceſlary. - Should ſuch a canal be formed, many advantages 
might accrue to Dunfermline as a place of trade, and much 
expenſe be ſaved in the conveyance of coals for exports 
tion: Foreign wood likewiſe might be brought at an eaſy 


rate to Dunfermline, and the neighbouring pariſhes ſupplied | 


; with that commodity at conſiderably leſs ene. 5 
b een 


Families, e 2131 
„ 5 9550# 
Males, - - OM 4740 
Females, - 8 4816 
Under 10 years of „„ - 2481 

Between 10 and 209, . „ 4920 
20 and 50, - =" 2980 
co and 70, = - 914 

70 and 100, — - 184 

In 


at large; at preſent they may have 4004 cwt. of coal on the hill for 7 d. 
or laid down at their doors for I s. the carriage being 5 d. But it is to be 
rlegretted that the road to this coal is bad, and that it is worked in ſuch a 

way that carts are often obliged to wait long on the hill before they are 

ſerved. | 


*The North Ferry is legally in this pariſh, but its population is not in- 
cluded. The population of the eſtates of Urquhart and Logie, near Dun. 


termline, but which are legally in the pariſh of Inverkeithing, is i 
_ eluded. 
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Mg ln the town and folks; 2 neighbouring 

er. feus, Cc. 6 A 5192 
ut Io the village of Limekilns, „„ 
if. In the village of * I, — | 487 


þ. In the wolbywry records I713, when it was . to . 
ſe. have a 3d miniſter, the pariſhioners are ftated to be 5000. 
ea According to the return to Dr Webſter 175 5, the popula- 
be tion was 8552. There are ſeveral people in the pariſh 
16 above 80, and a conſiderable number above 70 years of 
0 age. In the town there died lately a woman above 90, 
ch who was the youngeſt of 21 children of the ſame parents, 
ta. and there is now living another woman, alſo above 9o 
ſy years of age, who is the youngeſt of 25 children, all of the 
ed | ſame marriage; ſhe has been almoſt blind theſe fix years, 
and partly ſupports herſelf by mms. on the rock. | 


Aſſtract of the Baptifin and Marriages OA the ft ten ryears, 


Years, Baptiſms, Marriages. 
«5 280 63 
1784, 267 73 
1785, 2092 14 
1786, > 68 
1787, 244 | 9 
1788, 284 --- 74 
1789, 305 70 
1790, _y . 
1791, 1 278 5 82 
Is 1792, 292 92 
No regiſter of burials has been kept for n conſiderable 
. period back till within theſe four years: 
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Account of Burials for the laſt three years. 
Years. Males, Females. Under 12 years Total, 
1 199, 47 * r 
- M N ö;ͥ ¹ Fu 93 184 
% 179%, 50 61 los 209 
ws From 
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former: 
duty, - 


come [ 


From the preceding table the number of burials eannd 
be exactly aſcertained, as many of the inhabitants in the 
8. part of the — bury it in a church- -yard 1 in the pariſh of 


in the public- houſe, they ſought no better cheer : but this 
8 | formerly 


N g. often f 
1 arrivec 
e Divifion of the Inhabitants. ranks « 
Heritors and feuars liable in Maſons, - 3 the ſer 
ns ſtipend, - - 78 Bakers, 1 Te 19 R 
7 hes, 4 connected with Fleſhers, 23 Poo! 
the Eſtabliſhment, 3 Gardeners, '- 11 qt 
_ Clergy Seceders, - 5 Sailors, n 5 109 charit) 
| Phyficians, — - 2 Colliers, 92 4g 184 have | 
Surgeons, „ 41 Ale enen, a boroug 
Merchants, 15 Belonging to the Relief, 2 18 
Writers, — 7 children included, about 600 ns 
Manufacturers, - 21 Belonging tothe Burgher an 
Shop-keepers, - 43 Seceders, 423 af poo 
Brewers, - - 10 Belonging to the Anti- 
Diſtiller, „ e burghers, about 320 * T 
Officers of Exciſe, - 7 Epiſcopalians, - 41 WT ot 
Meſſengers, — 2 Independents, _ 7 veral! 
Smiths, 5 40 Baptiſts, * =, 
Wrights 96 Cameronians about 12 3 
| Weavers, 9 1 862 Berean, | - 1 tations 
Tailors, 8 - 93 Roman Catholic, „ en ire 
Shoe makers, 354 vent t 
| 1 the al 
Ale-Houſes.—Of theſe there are 101 in the pariſh, in- wy 
cluding a very commodious inn, and two or three of an in- per 
ferior kind. There is alſo a number of ſhops where ſpi- paid! 
rits are fold in ſmall quantities, It is not 25 years 280, ans 
when almoſt nothing but the ale brewed in the town was 5 
drunk by the trades people; not only at home, but even well 
Weal 


OY 


puj yi · - ON — © 
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formerly bealthy and invigorating liquor, from additional 
duty, and other cauſes, is now ſadly degenerated, and be- 
come ſo weak and inſipid a beverage, that whiſky is too 
often ſubſtituted in its place. The general uſe of whiſky is 
arrived at an alarming height among many in the lower 
ranks of life. This is a growing evil, and loudly demands 
the ſerious and ſpeedy attention of the Legiſlature *. 


| or Tue is no legal allellment for the ſupport of the 
poor. Few beg in the pariſh, but the indigent who receive 
charity from different funds are numerous. No vagrants 
have been permitted for ſome time paſt to aſk alms in the 
borough. The poor belonging to the ſectaries are not admitted 
on the pariſh ſunds; the money collected at ſome of their 
meetings is not, it is ſaid, wholly given to their poor, but 
converted to the ſupport of their miniſters. The number 
of oor: on the roll of the Kirk- ſeſſion 1 is wen but for 
ſome 


* To furniſh the people with good and cheap malt liquor by a dation | 
of the duty, ſeems to be the moſt effectual method of preventing the ge- 
reral and pernicious practice of uſing ſpirits. Tt is unqueſtionably cri- 
minal, and a direct breach of morality, to defraud the revenue; but many 
ſeem to think that there is nothing very ſinful in the practice. If the in- 
clination to evade taxes be too common, ſurely the opportunities and temp- 
tations to ſmuggle ought to be as few as poſſible, Were the duty taken 
en irely off the ale, and laid wholly on the malt, this would not only pre- 
vent the brewer from defrandin g the reveine, but meliorate the quality of 
the ale. In diſcuſſing this ſuvjeR, „% The only people,” ſays an intelli- 
zent writer, © likely to ſuffer by the change of ſyſtem here propoſed, are 
taoſe who brew for their own private uſe. But the exemption which this 


ſuperior rank of people at preſent enjoy, from very heav taxes, which are 


paid by the poor labourer and artificer is ſurely moſt unjuſt and unequal, 
and ought to be taken away, even though this change was never to take 
place. It has probably been the intereſt of this ſuperior o1der of people, 
however, which has hitherto prevented a change of ſyſtem that could not 
well fail to increaſe the revenue, and to relieve the people.“ Dr SMITH'S 
Wealth of N W 5 III. 370. 


"_ 
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ſome time paſt has very much increaſed. In Decemhe, 
1792 the number was 49; at preſent there are 45 on the 
roll. The funds for their ſupport are, collections at the 
Church and Chapel of Eaſe, money paid for burying 
| grounds, &c. and the intereſt of a capital ariſing from do. 
nations , and former ſavings. From the increaſed num. 
ber of poor, the kirk ſeſſion have been obliged to encroach 
on their capital.— The following i is a ſtate of their fund; 
from 5th April 1792, to 7th May 1793: „ 
To intereſt of money, = - ES 1. 13 8 
To AI money for burying- -grounds, &c. 51 © 0 


L. 66 5 F 
Dianne, ſeſſion- ks falary, &c. 1 in- 
cluded, about Ly 39 of gy being up- 
Ta TO ew do - Lg6 58 


There is no ſcheme reſpecting the . e which tit 
tions may not be ſtated. It is, however, a primary objcd, 
and of great importance, to diſcourage vagrants, and to 
confine beggars to their reſpeQive pariſhes, who ought to 
ſupport their own poor; thus the worthleſs and ſturdy beg- 
gar will be diſcovered, and the public no longer impoſed 
upon by pretended objects of charity. With regard to thc 
| beſt mode of ſupporting the poor, there is a variety of opt- 
nions. It is no doubt unreaſonable that the burden ſhould 
fall chiefly on thoſe who are leaft able to bear it, and that 
non-refiding heritors, though they draw conſiderable rents 
from a pariſh, ſhould contribute little or nothing toward 


the e of its poor; on the other hand, poors rates are 
found 


*The Rev. Mr James Thomſon, miniſter of this pariſh, left to the 
poor of the Eſtabliſhed Church L. 100 Sterling, the intereſt thereof to be 
«1 ributed yearly on the 31ſt December, by the kirk. ſeſlion, to the pave 
en he weekly roll, 
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found from experience to be moſt hoſtile to induftry : a- 
wong the lower ranks, and to have the moſt pernicious 
influence on their morals. One thing however is certain, 
that whatever may be for the public good, it muſt be for 
the intereſt of heritors to contribute voluntarily, in order 
to prevent kirk- ſeſſions from being obliged to exhauſt the 
funds in their hands, and recourſe being had to aſſeſſments. 
Where there are no poors rates eſtabliſhed, non- reſiding 
heritors may eaſily perceive, that it is but reaſonable that 


they ſhould contribute voluntarily, in proportion to the va- 


ue of their eſtates, Kirk-ſeſſions, it is well known, have 
1 good deal of trouble, but derive no pecuniary advantage 
from che poors funds entruſted to their management . 


e Sezocl. 


| # Charitable Inflitutions,—The moſt ancient of theſe is St Leonard's BY 


Hoſpital, Lt is not certainly known who was the original founder. The _ 


xcount-books reſpecting the management of the hoſpital from 1594 to 
the preſent time, are ſtill extant. The object of the inſtitution is the 
maintenance of $ widows. Each widow is entitled to 4 bolls of meal, 
4 bolls of malt, 8 loads of coal, 14 loads of turf, 8 lippies of fine wheat, 
5 lippies of groats yearly, and a chamber in the hoſpital, with a ſmall 
zarden; and to ſome of them 25. filver yearly for pin money. The a- 
bove 5 for 8 widows, is payable out of 64 acres of land, lying 
near Dunfermline, and immediately adjacent to the place where the ho- 
ſpital once ſtood; the houſes in the vicinity are called the Spittal. The 
patronage of this hoſpital has ng been exerciſed by the Marquis of 
Tweeddale. 


Pitreavies Hofpital.—Tn the year 1670, Sir Henry Wardlaw of Pit- 
reavie, „for implement and fulfilling of ſeveral vows, promiſes and en- 
gagements made by him before God, after great mercies received, and 
tor certain other good cauſes, motives and conſiderations,” inſtituted an 
hoſpital at Maſtertown in favour of 4 widows, women of honeit fame, 
relicts of honeſt men who live in the ground of Pitreavie, or other land 
belonging to him and his ſucceſſors,” who are declared to be patrons; 
ailing widows of the above deſcription, ſuch other honeſt women as the 

Patron 


Vor. XIII. 3 K 
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Schools. — There is no parochial ſchool. The origina 


foundation of the grammar-ſchool here 1s not certainly mark 
| 9 85 e the! 
patron chooſes, are to be preferred. Each widow is to have a chamber Tow 
or houſe, and 6 bolls of meal yearly; or 3 bolls of oats, and 3 bolls of | as h 
bear at the option of the patron #, 1 e FIT 
Graham's Mortification,—In the year 1710, 600 merks Seots, (being LOWE 
the money found in the poors-box at the death of the Reverend Mr 
Graham, laſt Epiſcopal miniſter of Dunfermline), was by the Juſtices of 50 
the Peace, heritors, and town council, mortified in the hands of the town _ arifi 
for the uſe of the poor. By the bond, the council are obliged to pay num 
the intereſt of the above ſum yearly; the one half to the poor of the bo- be lo 
rough, conform to a liſt, to be yearly ſubſcribed by the Magiſtrates and to th 
Town- council, and the other half to the poor of the landward part of Soci. 
the pariſh, conform to a liſt to be yearly ſubſcribed by the Juſtices of reſpe 
Peace, and heritors, or a quorum of them. Lf {1 Ke. 
Reid's Mortification.—Jobn Reid, a ſhopkeeper in Dunfermline, who, neſs 
from ſmall beginnings, had acquired a conſiderable property, mortified cert: 
the whole (a few icgacies excepted) to the poor of this pariſh, eſpecially pen 
to poor houſeholders, and perſons who have once bcen in better circum. deat 
ſtances. He committed the management to the Provoſt, two Bailies, and low 
Dean of Guild of the burgh, the miniſters, and two elders of the Eſta. beer 
bliſhed Church, the miniſter, and three elders of the Relief, and the mi- | whi 
niſter, and three elders of the Burgher Congregation. By the deed of | 
mortification, the managers are accountable to the heritors of the pariſh; * 
and it is provided, that in the event of a Poor's Houſe or Orphan's the 
Houſe being built in the pariſh, the whole of the eſtate mortified ſhall ent. 
be applied to che ſupport of ſaid Poor's or Orphan's Houſe, The revenue fall 
Do en h | | | | ariſing inf 
. of | 
* In the year 1764, the Preſbytery, in conſequence of an application hay 
from the heritors, min ſters, kirk. ſeſton, and Magiſtrates of Dunferm- chil 
line, inguired into the management of Pitreavie Hoſpital. T he patron 64, 
diſputed the guriſiiftion of the Preſbytery. The cauſe came at laſt be. cha 
fore the Court of Sefſi-r ; and that Court, (notwithſtanding in the deed 
of mortification, all judges or miniſters, civil or ecclefiaſtic, are diſ- 1 
charged from meddling therewith in any ſort), found, that the pa " Mr 
Was accountable ty the Preſbytery for the management of the mort{fc2 by 


tion, and ordained him to account for 40 years backward. fag 


A 
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known “; it appears, however, that Queen Anne of Den- 
mark mortified L, 2000 Scots in the hands of the town, 
chiefly for ſettling. an yearly ſalary to the ſchoolmaſter of 5 
the borough. The rector, on the recommendation of the 
Town- council, is preſented by the Marquis of Tweeddale, 
as heritable bailie of regality. His falary, ariſing from 


the Queen's mortification, and what 1s paid him by the 
town, 188 of which i 1s voluntary), amounts to L. 17, 78. 


6 d. 5 


| nifng from ſaid mortification amounts to L. 10 leg a-year. The 


number of poor at laſt diſtribution was 151. Beſides the poor's fands 
belonging to the ſeveral incorporations; to the Society of Gardeners, and 
to the Guildry, who have conſiderable property, there are 12 Friendly 
Societies in the pariſh. Theſe have different deſignations, but their rules 
reſpecting the admiſſion of members, entry-money, quarterly payments, 


Kc. are on the whole pretty ſimilar. The object of all them, is moſt 
laudable, to afford relief and aſſiſtance to the members, when by "FU 
| neſs or accident, diſabled from purſuing their ordinary occupations ; a 


certain allowance when death happens in their families, and a weekly 


penſion, when unable to work, through infirmities or old age. 4 Upon the | 


death of any of the members, their widows, and alſo their children be- 
low 12 years of age, have a certain allowance. All theſe ſocieties. have 
been inſtituted within theſe 11 years, except that of the Weaver LadsF, 


which began about the year 1739 or 1740. 


* De e to ebis ſociety is 2 5. 6d. with 6 d. to the clerk, and . 


the quarterly payment 14. When diſabled from working, each member is 


entitled to 2.5. bd. weekly. If through old age or infirmities, unable to 
follow his employment as formerly, 1 J. 6 d.; and if through old age or 
infirmities, totally unfit for bis buſineſs, 2 J. 6 d. a-week. On the death 
F bis wife, 30 5s. and of a child under 12 years, 10s. His widow to 
have 20 6. a. year, and if in diſtreſs, 1 5. a.week, and 1 J. 3 d. for every 
child helow 9 years, Children, when their parents are both dead, to have 


0 d. weekly, till they are 12 yori of age,; 32 5. allowed for the funeral | 
| charges of membcrs, 


The preſent ſchool and ſchool-houſe are faid to be a donation by a 
Mr Ged, a Romiſh clergyman, to the maſters of the grammar-ſchool, and 


by which donation they were obliged to put up prayers for. an eaſy * 


ſage EY purgatory to their benefactor. 
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| 6 . Sterling. The folds.” ; or wher 4 to the grammar. 
ſchool, is elected by the town - council and kirk. ſeſſion, and 
has a ſalary of L. 12:76 Sterling. The maſter of the 
Song, (an office inſtituted by Queen Anne), i 15 preſented 
by the Marquis of Tweeddale, on the recommendation of 


the town-council. - He officiates as precentor in the church, 


receives the dues for baptiſms and marriages, and keeps 
ſchool for muſic, Engliſh, and arithmetic, His ſalary is 
3 ng There are a number of private ſchools in 


> e 


Feels 22 22 State. — In this var there are 8 clergy: 
| men, two on the Eſtabliſhment, one who officiates in: 
| Chapel of Eaſe, one of the Relief, three of the Burgher, 
and one of the Antiburgher perſuaſion. The Chapel af 
_ Eaſe being in the town, does not contribute in the ſmall 
degree to the accommodation of the pariſhioners at a &- 
ſtance from the church. The miniſter is ordained, but his 
no particular diſtrict of the pariſh aſſigned him. He t 
_ choſen by popular election, and has a bond for L. 50 Ster. 
ling of ſtipend. -Upon the death of Mr Gillefpie, (who, 
after his depoſition in 1752, ſet up a Relief meeting in 
Dunfermline), his congregation ſplit into two parties; the 
party moſt numerous were for continuing in connexion 
with the Relief, the other, though few in number, but to 
whom the greateſt ſhare of the property of the meeting: 
houſe belonged, applied by petition to the preſbytery for 
having their houſe converted into a Chapel of Eaſe. This 
was oppoſed by the miniſters of the pariſh; the chapel hon 
ever, after 5 years litigation, was at laſt granted by the 


General Aſſembly in 1779. The congregation is not nu. 


merous, it conſiſts of ſome who were Mr Gilleſpie's hear 


ers, and people wlio formerly attended the pariſh. church 


ſeveral likewiſe from neighbouring pariſhes have ſeats, 


and 


the 


jon 
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* ird Lorig in the chapel. These are two Birgher 
meeting-houſes, one in the town, and the other in the vil- 
lage of Limekilns. The meeting houſe in the town was 
built in 1740, for Mr Ralph Erſkine, and is one of the 


largeſt in Scotland, and has for a conſiderable time been a 


collegiate charge. Their ſenior miniſter's ſtipend is L. 80, 
with a houſe and garden, and that of his colleague, L. 70 


Sterling. The preſent Relief meeting houſe was built-in 


1775. Their winiſter has L. 60, and L. 5 for a houfe. 


The Antiburgher houſe was ereQed in 1790. Their mi- 


niſter's ſtipend is ſaid to be L. 45 or L. 50 Sterling. The 
preſent eftabliſhed miniſters are two in number. The 


firſt miniſter's tipend conſiſts of 8 chalders of victual, half 


meal and half bear, and L. 50 Sterling. He has alſo by 
decreet, L. 3:6:8 for manſe-rent, L. 1: 1 3:4 for fog- 
gage, and L. 10 Sterling for communton- elements. His 
glebe is arable, and conſiſts of 4 acres, which are let at pre- 
ſent for L. 14 Sterling a-year. The ſecond miniſter has 
at preſent a proceſs of augmentation of ſtipend before the 
Court of Teinds. He has neither manſe nor Slebe „ 

= Antiquities 


* The Preſbyterian miniſters of this pariſh, ſince the Revolution, were 
Meſirs Kemp, Buchanan, Erſkine, Wardlaw, Thomſon and Fernie, The 
laſt incumbents, Meſſrs Thomion and Fernie, were colleagues for very 
near 44 years. Mr Fernie died 5th April 1788, in the 74th year of his 
ape, and 44th of his miniſtry. He publiſhed a volume of ſermons in 1786. 
Mr Thomſon died 19th October 1790, in the 92d year of his age, and 
$524 of his miniſtry. Before his ſettlement in this pariſh. he had been 
14 years a minifter in the army. Within 3 years of his death, he preach. 

ed regularly in his turn, and in his goth year, adminiſtred the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, preaching. an action lermon of 2 hours, There is 
preſerved in the Advocates Library, « Ane Sermon Preichit befoir the 
Regent and Nobilitie, upon a part of the third chapter of the Prophet 
Malachi, in the Kirk of Leith, at the tyme of the Generall Aſſemblie on 
Sonday the 13. of Januarie. Anno Do. 1571. Be Dai Ferguflune, mi- 
Miſter of the Evangell at Dunfermline. Tu this diſcourſe, Mr F erguſſon 
loudly 
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Antiquities Dunfermline hepa at an x early period 4 


royal reſidence. Malcolm III. ſurnamed Canmore or 
Great Head, uſually reſided in a tower or caſtle, eredeg 


on 


| loudly 3 of uy ine neden of che tithes, the ſcanty proviſion 
made for the Preſbyterian clergy, the neglect of the poor, and the litile 
attention paid to ſchools and churches, In the dedication to the Earl of 
Marr Regent, Mr Ferguſſon mentions his reaſons for publiſhing this ſer. 
mon, and his having laid it before the General Aſſembly, who by a Com- 
mittee approved of the ſame.” A/b:it, (ſays he), my mynd nor purpois 
WAS not (richt Nobill and worthie Lord), to have publiſhed this ferm; 
at ony time, zit becaus it did not fructiſie as I ſuppoſit it ſuld have done, 
being, (as ſayis Ezechiel), lyke a tone or pleaſant ſang to the heirers for 
_ a ſeaſon, thair hartis in the meane time ſtill going efter their covetoul. 
nes, provokit alſo be the malitious toungis of ſũ, and eirneſtly requeiſtit 
de utheris. At length I was compellit, (for farther inſtructioun of the 
negligent heirers, the ſtopping of the mouthis of evill ſpeikeris, and the 
ſatisfactioon of the inceſſant requeiſtis of gude and godlie men), to be. 
ſtow and ſpend ſum time and travel, to put it in that ſame forme and 
: ordour, that it was ſpokin and preichit in befoir zour Grace. Quhilk 
_ quhe I had faithfully performit, (as all tha that heard it, quhen thay fall 
reid it agane I trow will teſtifie), diſtruſting myne awin judgement, 
I preſentit it to the kirk now laſtly afſemblit in Perth, the ſext of Auguſt, 


that they qha (for the maiſt part) wer heireris of it micht judge afweil | 
of the ſoundnes of the doctrine contenit into it, as of my ſinceritie in the 


wryting thairof, and fa micht allow, or diſallow it, as it meritit, unto 
the quhilk beſines the kirk appointit Johne Erſkin of Dun, ſuperintend. 
ent of Angus, N. Johne Dow glas, Bifchop of Sanctandrois, M. Johne 
Winram, ſuperintendent of Stratherne, M. Knox, miniſter of Edinburgh, 
and Williame Chriſtiſon, miniſter of Dundie, qha diligently red and ap- 
provit the ſame, fubſcriving it with thair handis, in the name of the haill 
kirk, as a ſermon conſonant and aggreabill to Goddis word” . . . . + 
Zour humanitie and gentilnes, qhairof not only I, bot almaiſt all uther 
men, have experience, muifis me to be ſa hamely as to offer and dedicate 
fa ſmall a wark unto zour Grace, Oc. From Dunfermlyne, the 20th day 
of Auguſt, Anno 1592. Be zour Grace's humbill ſubject and daylie Ora- 
tour David Ferguſſone, Miniſter of Chriſtis Evangell.”—A ſhort ſpeci 
men of the ſermon itſelf will not it is preſumed be unacceptable. 
** Brethren, for my part I wald ze had Angelis to zour miniſteris, gif 
ze wer worthy of Gs; or that it wer the will of God, bot ſeeing that 
3 | God's 
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on the reninſulated bill in the abou * A palace was TY 
terward built a little S. E. of the tower in a moſt roman- 


tick 


God's will 3 is not o, bot that ze al be zervit be the miniſterie of men, 
it behouvis zow to tak thame as thay ar, with all thingis yt. of neceſſitie 
delangis unto thame, or lawfully dependis on thame, fic as are wyfes, 


childrs and familie, quhilk not only muſt be honeſtly reulit, and the 


children haldin under obedience with all honeſtie, (as Paul teachis), bot 


alſo muſt be provydit for NO quhilk all men knawis requyris : 
haith foirſicht and expenſis . . For this day Chriſt is ſpulſeit amang 


us, quhil yt. quhilk aucht to mantene the miniſterie of the kirk and the 
pure, is gevin to prophane men, flattereris in Court, Ruffianes and Hyre- 
lingis, The pure in the meane tyme oppreſſit with hounger, the kirkis 


and tempilis decaying for lack of miniſteris and uphalding, and the. 


ſchuilis utterlie neglectit and overſene ... Andi as for the miniſters 
of the word, they ar utterly neglectit and ci in manifeſt cotempt amang 


zo, ze raill upon thame at zour pleaſure, of thair doctrine, (gif it f 
ſerve not zour turne, and aggre not with zour appetytis), ze ar becum 
impatient, and to be ſchort, we ar now made zour tabill talk quhom 2e 
mock in zour miſſeries, and threatin in zour anger. I am compellit to ſpei 
this, thocht I be as plane as pleaſant, and appeir to zow as the greiteſt fule 
of ye reſt to ſtand up heir to utter that quhilk uther men thinkis, weil, let 


me be coũted a fule for ſpeiking the treuth. Langer at this preſent, ſeeing 
that the tyme faillis me, I will not hald zow, bot beſeikis zow all, and 
principallie zo w maiſt nobill and worthie perſonages, to pret thir thingis 
in 2our myndis to zour profite, to ſuffer the wordis of exhortation pa- 
tiently, and tak in gude worth yt. quhilk is ſpokin, albeit it have bene 
lumquhat rudely and ſchairply utterit, conſiddering that it procedit from 


the hart of him that luifis and favouris baith zow and zowr caus, remem- 
bring the ſaying of Salomon, Oppin rebuke is better then ſecreit lufe, and 


the woundis of a lufer mair faithfull then the kiſſis of ane enemie thocht 
they be pleſit. . . . —— The following note is added to the ſermon : 


This ARE was preſentit to the kirk, red and approvit be the per- 


ſounis underwrittin, appointit thairunto be ye Aſſẽblie halden at Perth 6. 


Auguſti, Anno 1592. J. Sanctandrois. Jbone Erſtyn. M. Johne Wynram, 
William Cryſteſone, M. of Dundie. John Knox with my dead hand, but 
glaid heart, praiſing God that of his mercy he levis ſuche 5 to bis kirk 


in this deſolatioun.“ 


* A ſmall fragment of Malcolm's tower is {till to be ſeen. 
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tick ſituation, cloſe on the verge of the glen, but at What 
particular period is not now known. The S. W. wall at 
the palace ſtill remains a monument of the magnificent ff. 
bric, of which it is a part, and tradition continues to point 
out the chimney of the apartment where that unfortunate 
monarch Charles I. was born. The palace is ſaid to have 
been rebuilt “ by Queen Anne of Denmark, but of this 

| there is no tradition in this place, nor as far as we know 
any authentic proof whatever. It appears to be a miſtake, 
ariſing from the words of an inſcription found on a houſe 
built for Queen Anne of Denmark, and adjoining to the pa. 
lace. The Queen's houſe continued in good repair long after 
the palace was in ruins. About 40 years ago, it was occu- 
pied as an accademy by a Mr Moir, now a teacher in E. 
dinburgh, Within theſe 15 years, part of it was inhabit. 
ed, but no attention being paid to keep it in repair, i 
gradually became ruinous, and was lately fold, and made a 
quarry for ſtones, and is to be entirely removed +. With. 


1 in theſe 30 years, there was to be ſeen in the bed- chamber 


of an inn at Dunfermline, the nuptial bed of Queen Anne, 


which ſhe is ſaid to have brought along with her from 


Denmark. For this piece of royal furniture, the innkeep- 
er, Mrs Walker, a zealous Jacobite, entertained a very high 
veneration. Biſhop Pocock of Ireland, happening to be in 
her houſe, and having ſeen the bed, offered her 50 guines 
for it, which ſhe refuſed, telling him, © that ſhe ſtill re- 
* tained ſo great reverence for the two royal perſonages 
8 3 A whoſe 


* Groſe's Antiquities. 


+ On the front of this houſe was the following infcription—** Prop}- 
læum et ſuperſtructas, ædes vetuſtate et injuriis temporum collaplas, di 
rutaſque a fundamentis in hanc ampliorem formam, reſtituit et inſtauravit 
Anna Kegina Frederici Danorum Regis Auguſtiſſime Filia, Anno Salutis 
16330. 


it 


to the Earl of Elgin, an heritor in this pariſh. The bed 


is of walnut-tree, of curious workmanſhip, and ornamented 
with ſeveral very antique figures neatly carved. Another 
piece of furniture which belonged to (Queen Anne is at 
preſent in the poſſeſſion of a private family of this place. 
It is a kind of cabinet, what the people uſed to call the 
Queen's ambrze, of very curious workmanſhip, finely po- 


liſhed and ornamented with a variety of figures, ſome of 


which indicate a very ſtrange fancy. One figure has the 
head and neck of a man, the wings of an eagle, and the 
body of a lion; from the profuſion of ornament, it muſt 
have coſt the artiſt much time and labour. This cabinet, 


like the bed, is of the walnut-tree, and is ſ id likewiſe to 


have been brought by the Queen from Denmark. It is 


ſtill perfectly entire, excepting only the original. feet on 
which it ſtood, which have been loſt. 


The Monaſtery was one of the moſt ancient in Scotland, 
founded by Malcolm Canmore for the Monks of the order 


of St Benedict; the building being left unfiniſhed by Mal- 


colm, was completed by his ſon Alexander I. The mo- 


naſtery and its church were dedicated to the Holy Trinity, 


and St Margaret, Malcolm's Queen. In ſome old manu- 
ſcripts, it is called Monaſterium de monte infirmorum; 


hence ſome have conjectured, that it was originally intend- 


ed for an hoſpital or firmary. It continued to be go- 
verned by a prior till the reign of David I. who raiſed it 
to the dignity of an abbey, and in 1124 tranſlated thither 


13 monks from Canterbury; before the diſſolution, however 
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« whoſe property it was, and who ſept i in it when they 

« reſided here, and to their poſterity, all the gold and ſil- 
« yer in Ireland was not fit to buy it.” Some time before 
her death, Mrs Walker made a preſent of the Queen's bed 
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| the fraternity had increaſed to 26 * Some of the grant 


to the abbey were of a ſingular nature, and on that ac. 
count may not be unworthy of particular notice. David 


I. + grants to the abbey, omnem decimam de auro quod 


mihi eveniet de Fif et Fothrif, i. e. the tenth part of all 


the gold he ſhould derive from Fife and * othrif . By a 


charter | 


4 


* The abbey was richly endowed, and derived part of its eiten . 


venue from places at a conſiderable diſtance. Kirkaldy, Kinghorn, and 
Burntiſland, called of old Weſter Kinghorn ; likewiſe Mufſelburgh and 
Invereſk belonged to this abbey. According to a rental given up at the 
time of the Reformation by Allan Couts, in name of George Durie Abbot, 


the yearly revenue was as follows .—Money, L. 2513: 10: 8 Scots; 
wheat, 28 c. 11 b. 1 f.—bear, 102 c. 15 b. 1 f. 3 p,—meal, 15 coat, 
61 c. 6 b. 2 f.—horſe- corn, 29 c. 1 b. 1 f. 24 p.—butter, 34 ſt.— ime, 5 


19 c. 15 b.—ſalt, 11 c. 8 b. According to another rental by the fame 


perſon Money, L. 2404, 48. —wheat, 27 c. 4 b. 3 f.—bear, 83 c. 11 b. 5 
2 f. 2 p.—oats, 158 c. 5 b. 2 f. whereof 84 c. white oats.— lime, 29 e.. 


alt, II c. 8 b.—capons, 374.—poultry 746. 


＋ James I. is reported to have ſaid of David. % He was an ſoir San 
for the Croun,” Had James I. (ſays Lord Hailes), been poſſeſſed of the 


revenues which his predeceſſors beſtowed on the clergy, he would have 
employed thegr in augmenting the influence of the Crown, and to ſpeak _ 


in the diale of Bellendin, bare  kythed an ſoir King fer the Lordis. 
| Hailes' 8 Ann. 


*%, 
— 


22 othrif is called F orthrick, in Chart, Cambuſtenneth. Sir Robert 
Sibbald, Hiftory of Fife, c. 2. ſays, that Mr Robert Maule, the antiquary, 


derived Fothricꝶ from Veachric, i. e. the painted kingdom,” or © the 


Eing dom of the Pics.” Lord Hailes ſays, that Fotbrick is compounded of 
Forth and rich, 7. e. the kingdom or territory at the Forth ; and ſuppoſes 
that it means that country on the northern bank of the Forth, from the 
neighbourhood of Stirling to where the river is loſt in the falt water. 
Hailes's Ann, In Hay's Scotia Sacra, the monaftery of Dunfermline is 
ſaid to be in Fothrick moor, aud on the north ſide of this pariſh there is 
2 moor which ſtill retains the name of Fatrick moor. Lord Hailes's de- 
rivation of the word Fothrick appears extremely natural ; but it ſhould 


ſeem that the country ſo denominated, extended farther eaſt than he ſup- 
poſes, 


_ of Dunfermline. 1 


charter of confirmation, the ſame monarch grants to the 
abbey the ſeventh, (after the kithe, ) of all the ſeals caught 
at Kinghorn *. Baſtards, it would appear, were in gene- 
ral excluded from monaſteries ; Pope Innocent þ, at the re- 
queſt of the abbot of Dunfermline, grants him permiſſion 
to admit one baſtard into the number of his monks with 
this exception, dummodo non fit de adulterio, vel in- 
ceſtuoſo coitu procreatus.” The firſt abbot of this mona- 
ſtery was Gosfridus, formerly prior of Canterbury, ordain- 
ed in the year 1128. The laſt abbot was George Durie, 

commendator and arch-dean of St Andrew's. The ab- 

bey was a magnificent and very extenſive building, but 
fell an early ſacrifice to the barbarous policy of the Eng- 
liſh, being almoſt entirely burnt down by them, in the be- 
ginning of the 14th century. Edward I. of England win- 
tered at Dunfermline in 1303. *© In that place there was 
an abbey of the Benedidline order, a building ſo ſpacious, 
that according to an Engliſh hiſtorian, three ſovereign 


princes, with all their retinue, might have been lodged 
| conveniently 


* Malcolm IV. grants to the abbot and monks the heads, (tne tongues 
excepted), of certain fiſhes, ſuppoſed to be a ſmali kind of whales caugnt 


in ſome particular diſtrict of the Forth, near the abbey church, The 
words of the grant are, “ Pro falute anime predeceſſoris mei Davidis 
| Regis, capita piſcium qui dicuntur creſpeis preter linguam. qui in meo 
Dominio ex illa parte Scottwater applicuerint, in qua parte illorum Ec- 
clefia fita eſt. Malcolm LV. likewiſe gave them a grant cf the half of 
the blubber (dimidium ſagiminis) of the creſpeis, or {mail whales, which 
ſhould be taken between the Tay and Forth for the uſe of the church, 
te ad luminaria coram altaribus prenominatæ Ecclefiz.” —Severai indul- 
gences granted by different pontiffs are recorded in the chartulary ef this 
abbey. As oil of olives could not be procured within the dioceſe of St 
Andrew's, Pope Nicholas, by bull in 1459, grants a free indulgence to 
make uſe of butter, (et aliis lacticiniis) during Lent, and on all other 
days when animal food was forbidden. 


It does not appear which ot the pontifts of that name, 
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conveniently within its precincts. Here the Scottiſh N 
bles fometimes held their aſſemblies. The Englith ſoldi s 
utterly deſtroyed this magnificent fabrick. M. W ai 
juſtifies this brutal extravagance. The Scots, (ſays h : 
had converted the Houſe of the Lord into a FRG of e 
| by holding their rebellious parliaments there. The . 
however, and a few manſions fit for monks, were gra- 
ciouſly ſpared by the Engliſh reformers 4. The 0 
longing to the abbey, which were ſpared by the Engliſh 
and likewiſe, it is probable, the principal part of the church, 
were demoliſhed at the Reformation in 1560 +. The ruins 
of the abbey are now but 1nconfiderable. There ſtill re. 
mains a window which belonged to the Frater-hall, re- 
markable for its ſize and beauty f. At the general difſo. 
lution of monaſteries in 1560, Mr Robert Pitcairn was ap- 
pointed commendator of Dunfermline. The abbey was 
erected into a temporal Lordſhip in 1593, and beſtowed 
on Queen Anne of Denmark, James VT's Queen. This 


Lordihip included all the lands which belonged to the mo- 


| naſtery on this fide the Forth, except the barony of Burnt 
5 iſland and New Birne, in which Sir Robert Melvil of 
Murdocamy, and Andrew Wood of Largo were infeſt. 
Muſſelburgh, which alſo e to this monaſtery, was 
erected 


* Hailes's Annals. 


+ Robert Lindſay, in his Hiſtory cf Scotland, ſays, that the abbey of 


Dunfermline was deſſroyed by the Keformers on the 28th March 1560, 


1 In the Maygate, immediately adjacent to the monaſtery, is a houle 
which belonged to the laſt commendator, and which tradition ſays was 
inhabited by his miſtreſs. Over the ſtreet door of this houſe is the fol- 
towing curious inſcription, . 


Sen V ord is Thrall and That is Fre 
Keep Veull Thy Tonge I coinſell The, 


erectec 
cellor 
the L. 
Dunfe 
obtain 
Earl c 
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family 
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erefted into a temporal Lordſhip, and given to Lord Chan- 
«lor Thirleſtone. In 1641, Charles I. granted a leaſe of 
the Lordſhip for three 19 years, to Charles Seton, Earl of 
Dunfermline. To this leaſe the Marquis of Tweeddale 


obtained a right in pay ment of a debt due to him by the 


Earl of Dunfermline, and afterward got the leaſe renew- 
el in his own name. The laſt grant to the Tweeddale A 


family having expired in 1780, the Counteſs of Rothes, 


Lord Elgin, and others, obtained a tack of the teinds of the 
Lordſhip, for behoof of the heritors of the parent, for mo 


ment of L. 100 Sterling yearly “. 


In the middle of the church yard, there was, till with- N 
in theſe 3 years, a moſt venerable thorn, ſaid to have been 


100 years old; at the foot of this tree, in Popiſh times, 


the people are ſaid to have held a market on Sabbath, be- 


fore aſſembling for public worſhip . 


Church and Tombs. —The church is of great antiquity, 5 


being a part of that large and magnificent edifice built by 


Malcolm 


* There 1s to be ſeen in the Advocate's Library at Edinburgh, a very | 
elegant copy of St Jerom's Latin Bible in MS. beautifully illuminated. 


This Bible, (according to a note annexed), is ſaid to have been uſed in 
the great church at Dunfermline in the reign of David I.; and at the 


time of the Reformation, to have been carried over to France, (along 


with many other things belonging to the church and abbacy), where it 
became the property of the famous Monſ. Foucault, as appears from his 


coat of arms affixed, at the ſale of whoſe books, it was purchaſed by a | 


Scotch ane, by whom it was brought back to this country. 


| On a piece of level 8 a little ſouth of the monaſtery, is a hil- . 


lock about 1 5 feet high, and 3oo in circumference, which, according to 
tradition, was formed of ſand, brought by people on their backs from 


the ſea, as a penance enjoined by the church in the days of Popery. The 
name of the hillock, Pardieus, i. e. Par Dieu, ſeems to favour the ſtory of 


its origin, at leaſt to prove its being ſomehow connected with religion. 
On Craigluſcar-hill, in this pariſh, there are the remains of an ancient 
fortification, ſaid to be Pictiſh. 
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Malcolm Canmore. In its ſtructure it is ſaid to reſemble 
the cathedral at Durham. It is very capacious, and ft 
for containing ſo numerous an auditory, as few ording. 
ty voices can reach, ſo as to be diſtinctly heard; ſuſcep. 
tible of much improvement, and of being made, if not a 
neat and comfortable, at leaſt a dignified looking place of 
worſhip. It is much to be regretted, that far from any a. 
tempts being made to beautify ſo venerable a ſtruQure, 
very little attention has been paid to have it ſeated, and 
fitted up with becoming decency ; the whole is cold and 
dirty, and wears rather a gloomy appearance. A ſtranger 
may well be ſurpriſed, to find the church of a town fo po- 
pulous and thriving, and which externally has ſo grand an 
appearance, ſo miſerably fitted up within. This may be 
accounted for, from the church having never been legally 
divided among the heritors, the non-refidence,of ſome of 
the moſt conſiderable property, and ſeveral of them being 
of the Seceſſion principles; from the inattention of the 

tovnn- council, and from the diſpoſition very prevalent a. 
mong heritors, to be at as little expenſe as poſſible, in what 

regards either churches, or thoſe who officiate in them. 

To theſe cauſes may be added the want of the interference 
of ſome ſpirited and generous individual, from whoſe ex- 
ertions, improvements in ome are often found to ori- 

ginate. 

After the famous Tona or  Teolmkill, in the Hebridez 
the church of Dunfermline became the common cemete- 
ry of the kings of Scotland. Here Malcolm Canmore, and 
his Queen St Margaret, and other 7 of our Scottiſh kings 
were interred *, The reader, fond of antiquities, might 

naturally 


* Accorive to Sir Robert Sibbald, in his Hiſtory of Fife, there were 
interred at Dunfermline, Malcolm III. with St Margaret his Queen, and 


King Edgar their ſon. Alexander I. with Sibilla his Queen. Dar 1d 1. 
3 | with 
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of Dunfermline, 


finely carved and gilt 


vith his two wives. 
. Robert I and Iſobel his Queen. 
im III and his brother Etheldrade, Earl of Fife. 
. Conſtantine, Earl of Fife. William Ramfay, Earl of F ite. Tho- 
mas Rande, Earl of Ry Goyernor of rand | 


ſending manners. 
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naturally expect, that the royal tombs would furniſh us 
with ſomething worthy of his attention; but it is little in 
ur power to gratify the antiquary; were it not that the 
page of hiſtory aſſures us, that with us are the ſepulchres 
of kings, it could not now be otherwiſe diſcovered. The 
principal part of the church appears to have been demo- 
iſhed at the time of the Reformation, and to have buried 
the royal monuments in its ruins. 
of the church is covered with rubbiſh to the depth of 3 or 
feet; it has long been uſed as burying ground, and on 
that account cannot now be explored. 
ktely, there Was diſcovered a ftone-coffin 6 feet in length, 
containing human bones; at the ſame time were found ſe- 
reral fragments of a marble monument, which had been 
Here is ſhown what is ſaid to have 
been the tom b-ſtone of St Margaret, and 6 flat ſtones, each 

q feet in length, where as many kings are ſaid to lie Xx. 


The area of this part | 


In digging a grave 


Eminent 


Malcolm IV. Alexander III. and his Queen Mar- 
Edmond II. fon to King Mal- 
Macduff, Earl of 


* In this 3 A Nad 8 has been 0 to the 
memory of the late Earl of Elgin, a Nobleman whoſe memory is dear 
e thoſe who had the happineſs of being known to him. Seldom has a 
perſen in any rank of life been more generally beloved, ſeldom has high 
dan been diſtinguiſhed for ſo many virtues, ſuch amiable and conde- 
Reſpected and beloved in life, his death was the 
ale of ſincere and general ſorrow and regret in this pariſh, We ſhall | 
maſcribe the following elegant buhate to his memory. 
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Sacred to the memory of 
Charles Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 
| who died the 14th of May 19771, aged 39 years, 
By the goodneſs of his heart, and the virtues of his lite, 
He adorn'd the high rank which he poſſeſſed; 
In his manners amiable and gentle, 
In his affect ions warm and glowing ; 
In his temper, modeſt, candid and chearful, 
| In his conduct, manly, and truly honourable, 
In his character of huſband, father, friend and maſter, 
| As far as human imperfection admits, 
| | Unblemiſhed. 
pious without ſuperſtition, 
Charitable without oſtentation. 
While he lived. 
The bleſſing of them that were ready to periſh came upon him 
| ns Ng > 
Their tears embalm his memory. 
. Reader, | 
| Beholding here laid in duſt 
The remains, 5 
Which once ſo much virtue animated, 
Think of the vanity of life, 
Look forward to its end, 
And prepare as he did for eternity. 


Insn the preſent church are the tombs of Mr Robert Pitcairn, Commet 
dator of Dunfermline, and of Mr William Shaw, Architect to King 
James VI. King Robert the Bruce is faid to lie here. His intermen! 
at Dunfermline is thus deſcribed by one of our ancient en Bards : 


They have him had to Dunfermline, 
And him ſolemnly erded ſyne, | 
In a fair tomb into the Quire. 
| Biſhops and Prelate that there were, 
Aſſoilzied him, when the ſervice 
Was done, as they beſt could deviſe. 
And ſyne, upon the other day, 
Sorry and wo they went their way, 
And he debowelled was cleanly, 
And als balmed ſyne full richly. 
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And the worthy Lord of Dowglas 
His heart, as it foreſpoken was, 

Received has in great daintie, 

With ou and fair ee e N | 


In the porch of . 4 is a neat Monnaivet, erected to FR me- 
mory of Mr Rolland, late of Gaſk, father of Adam Roiland, Kiq; Ad- | 


vocate, with the following excellent character of him, written in ele · | 
good Latin. 


Adami Rolland de Gaſk, 
Viri non uno nomine celebrandi, 
Utpote non paucis virtutibus ornati, 
| Ob pietatem erga Deum, 
Amorem in patriam, 
Benevolentiam i in genus humanum, , 
| 'Amabilis; _ 
Ob vitz integritatem, 
Morum comitarem, 
4 Aﬀectuum temperantiam, 
| | Spectabilis; 
Quiſras paterno, probos quoſvis fraterno , by 
Omnes benigno animo amplexus; _ es 
In publicis, privatiſque officiis 
Prudens, fidus, diligens; 
Mente et manu munificus, 
Futurorum providus, 
Fortunæ ſemper ſecurus: 
Ita volente 
ne 0 MK * 
XII. Calend. Auguſt M. DCC, XIII. 
| | Etat. LVII. 
Animam Creatori, exuvias terræ, 
| Reddidit; | 
Triſte ſui eee, amicis relinquens. 


: Life and Acts of Robert Brace by John 1 
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Eminent Perſons. Dunfermline was the birth place of 
the Princeſs Elizabeth from whom his preſent Majeſty is 
deſcended. As Dunfermline was the uſual reſidence of 
Malcolm Canmore and his illuſtrious Queen, ſome ſhort 
notice of theſe perſonages will not, it is preſumed, be im. 


proper. Malcolm Canmore was the eldeſt fon of Duncan, 


| King of Scotland, who was aſſaſſinated by Macbeth. Upon 
the uſurpation of Macbeth, Malcolm fled into Englend, 
and during his exile in that country, reſided a conſiderable 
time at the court of Edward the Confeſſor; through the 
exertions of Macduff, Thane of Fife, and Siward, Earl of 
Northumberland, the uſurper was ſlain, and Malcolm af. 
cended the throne of his father in 1057. About 1070 
Malcolm eſpouſed the celebrated Margaret *, Malcolm, 
(ſays Lord Hailes), «© was a prince utterly illiterate, of in- 
trepid courage, but of no diſtinguiſhed abilities.” With 
reſpect to the internal polity of his kingdom, he appears 
to have been guided by Queen Margaret. An incident 
is related of Malcolm, which is highly deſcriptive of his 
character. Having received intelligence that one of his 
| | ] nobles 


** Margaret was the daughter of Edward, fon of Edmund Iron- 
ſide, King of England. Upon William the Conqueror aſcending the 
Engliſh throne, Edgar, ſon of Edward, with his mother Agatha, and 
two ſiſters, Margaret and Chriſtian, retired into Scotland. Some authors 
ſay. that being on a voyage to Hungary, they were accidentally driven 
thither by a ſtorm. The place in the Frith where the ſhip anchored 1s 
a ſmall bay, about a mile N. W. of the N. Queensferry, near the pre- 
ſent toll-bar. This bay is called St Margaret's Hope. On a ſtair:-caſe in 
the houſe of Pennycuik, in Mid Lothian, there is a painting which repre- 
ſents the landing of Margaret at the Hope, the proceſſion from thence 
to Dunfermline, and the King and Queen, the day after their marriage, 
entertaining a number of mendicants. The proceſſion is ſaid to have 
been on foot. On the ſide of the preſent road, near Pitreavie, about two 
miles from Dunfermline, is a large ſtone called St Margaret's ſtone. 
Here ſhe is ſaid to have reſted, leaning on this ſtone. N. and S. Queens 
terry derive their name from St Margaret. 
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nobles had formed a deſign againſt his life, he ſought an 


opportunity of meeting the traitor in a. ſolitary place. 
« Now, ſaid he, unſheathing his ſword, we are all alone, 
and armed alike, you ſeek my life, take it.“ The peni- 
tent threw himſelf at the King's feet, implored forgiveneſs, 
and obtained it. At the earneſt requeſt of Margaret, 
Malcolm is ſaid to have aboliſhed an abominable law of 
King Evenus or Eugenius. Uxoris etiam precibus de- 
diſſe fertur, ut primam nove nuptæ noctem, que proceri- 
bus per gradus quoſdam lege Regis Eugenii debebatur ; | 
ſponſus dimidiata argenti marca redimeri poſſet : quam 
penſionem adhuc Marchetas mulierum vocant. Buch. 
„ 5 


Malcolm was fake at the fiege of Alawick ! in Northam: 


berland 1 3th September 1093, his body was depoſited at 
Tinmouth, and afterward brought to Dunfermline. 

The character of Queen Margaret is fully and elegantly 5 
delineated by Lord Hailes in his Annals. She reſtored 


(ſays he) the religious obſervance of Sunday, an inititu- 


tion no leſs admirable in a political than in a religious 
light. In the adminiſtration of her houſehold, ſhe ſo 
blended ſeverity of manners with complacency, that ſhe 
was equally revered and loved by all who approached her. 
dhe entertained many ladies about her perſon, employed 
their leiſure hours in the amuſements of the needle, and 
gave ſtrict attention to the decency of their conduct. In 
her preſence, ſays Turgot, nothing unſeemly was ever done 
or uttered. On the education of her children, ſhe beſtow- 


ed the moſt conſcientious care. She enjoined their pre- 


ceptors to chaſtiſe them as oft as they needed chaſtiſement. 


On them ſhe beſtowed her tendereſt thougbts in her dying 


moments. Turgot pathetically deſcribes his laſt interview 


with this affectionate mother. After lon g diſcourſe on her 
piritual ſtate, ſhe thus addrefled him, Farewell, my life 
| draws + 
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draus to a cloſe, but you may ſurvive me long. To you 
I c:mmit the charge of my children, teach them above all 
things to love and fear God; and whenever you ſee any 
of them attain to the height of earthly grandeur, Oh 
then, in an eſpecial manner be to them as a father and a 
Z guide. Admoniſn, and if need be, reprove them, leſt they 
be ſwelled with the pride of momentary glory, through 
avarice offend God, or by reaſon of the proſperity of this 
world, become careleſs of eternal life. This in the pre- 


ſence of Him, who is now our only Wi 1 beſeech you | 


to promiſe and to ; rials wt: 


. 8 prings 

* By a 0 and W indifpoſition, dd with ni pa 
tience, ſhe was brought very low. During a ſhort interval of eaſe, ſhe 
| devoutly received the communion z ſoon after her anguiſh of body re- 
turned with redoubled violence, the ſtretched herfelf on her couch, and 
calmly waited for the moment of ber diſſplution. Cold, and in the ag0- 
nies of death, ſhe ceaſed uot to put up her ſupplications to heaven, 
Theſe were ſome of her. words: Have mercy vpon me, O God; accoid- 
ing tv the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out my iniquities, make 
me to hear joy and gladneſs, that the bones which thou haſt broken may 
_ rejoice. Caſt mie not away from thy preſence, and take not thy holy Spirit 
from me. reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation. The ſacrifices of God 
are & broken ſpirit; a broken and a contrite ſpirit, O God, thou wilt 
not deſpiſe. Do good, in thy good pleaſure, unto Zion, build the walls 
of Jeruſalem,” At that moment, her ſon Edgar, returning from the 
ar ny, approached her couch. How fares it with the King and my 
Ed ard?“ The youth ſtood ſilent, I know all,” cried the, I know 
_ all; By this holy croſs, by your filial affection, I adjure you, tell me the 
truth. + He anſwered, your huſband and your ſon. are both ſlain.“ 


Lifting her eyes and hands towards heaven, ſhe ſaid, “ Praiſe and blef- 


ſing he to thee, Almighty God, that thou haſt been pleaſed to make me 
endure fo bitter anguith in the hour of my departure, thereby, as I truſt 
to purily me in ſome meaſure from the corruption of my ſins; and thou 


Lord ws Chriſt, vas, e the will of the Father, haſt enlivenct 
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. Springs, Lakes, Coafts, &c.—Some ſprings are mineral, 
and fuppoſed to be medicinal. The ſprings from which 
the water is conveyed to the town, in lead pipes, are ra- 
ther inferior to ſome others, and inſufficient for ſupplying 


the inhabitants ; but it 1s believed, that endeavours will o 
ſoon be uſed for meliorating the quality, and increaſing _ 


the quantity of this necetlary article. The Lyne is the 


only brook deſerving attention in the-pariſh. Its ſource 
is near the eaſtern extremity of it. Having received va- 


rious acceſſions, it becomes conſiderable below the town, 
frequently overflows its banks, and lays the rich fields of 
Pittencrieff, Loggie, Cavil, and Pitliver under water. Af- 


ter running towards the weſtern extremity of the pariſh, 
it unites with another ſmall brook, and takes a ſouthern 


direction towards the frith of Forth. There are ſeveral 
lakes of conſiderable depth and extent, in which perch, 
pike, and eel are found. Two of them may be drained at 


no great expenſe. —The ſouthern extremity of the pariſh _ 
extends about a mile and a half along the coaſt of the frith 


of 
the world by thy death, Oh! deliver me,” | While pronouncing deliver 
ne, ſhe expired #, _ | | 133 


* Fhe died 16th November 1093, and was buried at Dunfermline. 
In the 1250 or 1251, her bones were removed, and placed in a more bo- 
1urable place in the Church of the Trinity of Dunfermline, Hailes's 
Ann, Alexander III. cauſed ber bones to be put into a cheſt of filver, 
enriched with precious ſtones, after many prayers and ſolemn proceſſions, 


and placed it in the wobleft part of the thurch. During the troubles of 


le Reformation, the coffer wherein her bead and hair were incloſed, 


vas carried to the caſtle of Edinburgh, and from thence tranſported to 
the manor-houſe of the Laird of Dury, who was a Reverend Father, Prieſt 


and Monk of Dunfermline. After he had kept this religious pledge 
ſome years, it was in 1597 delivered into the hands of the Jeſuits, miſ 
foonaries in Scotland, who ſeeing it was in danger to be loſt or propba- 
led, tranſported it to Antwerp, Her relics are kept in the Scots 


5 College 
*t Voway in a buſt of ſilver.” Hay's Scotia Sacra, | | 
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of Forth. The coaſt here is partly flat, and partly lig 
and bold. The fiſh found on the other coaſts of Scotland 
are ſometimes caught. No rocks, banks, nor lands, With- 
in the Frith, are off this part of the coaſt. The ſea-weed 
is uſed as manure, Kelp is occaſionally made in ſmall 
quantities. Salt is alſo made, which is reckoned of an ex. 
cellent quality. Soap is manufactured in ſmaller quanti- 
ties than formerly. There are two excellent harbours, 


The one is ſituated at the village of Limekilns, and the o. 


ther at Charleſtown. They admit veſſels. at ſtream tides, 
from 200 to 300 tons. Many of the articles imported in. 
to the country are conveyed to theſe harbours ; and from 
them, a great deal of its valuable productions are exported 


do other parts. 


| Agriculture, ©c.—The ſoil is various. The low ground 
is a deep, ſtrong, black loam, which gradually becomes 
lighter towards the N. Clay is found in every field, at no 
great diſtance from the ſurface. In ſome places it is cover- 
ed with earth that is brown and gravelly, and in other places 
with what is dark, extremely rich, and fertile. Above 
the town, the ſoil is much inferior to the ſoil below it. 
Though greatly improved of late years, yet many acres of 
moor and moraſs ſtill remain in a wild and uncultivated 
tate, of which the one half is improvable. In this, as in 
the other diſtricts of Scotland, huſbandry was in a languid 
| Rate till about the middle of this century. Inattention, in- 
dolence, ſervitudes, bad roads, the want gf wheel carriages, 
and other neceſſary implements of huſbandry, prevented al 
improvements. The land is divided among $0 proprietor, 
of whom the Earl of Elgin is the principal. His Lordlby 
lately gave new leaſes of moſt of his farms, and built excel- 
| lent farm-houſes and offices upon them. His lands are 
ſufficiently encloſed, and regularly ſubdivided, with fences 
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of ſtone and lime, or ditches and hedge · rows of various | 
tinds, in a proſperous condition. His Lordſhip is alſo 
planting all the uncultivated ſpots, and conſpicuous places 
ok his eftate, with belts and clumps of trees, which, in a few 


years hence, will have a fine effect in ornamenting this part 


of the country. George Chalmers, Eſq; late of Pitten- 
wief, about 1760, began improving his lands after the 
Engliſh mode. Regardleſs of the ancient cuſtoms and 


prejudices of the people, he perſevered in his expenſive im- 
provements, which for many ages will probably remain as 
monuments of his ingenuity. Much about the above men- 
tioned period, or ſoon after it, the late Sir John Halket of 


Pitferran began his judicious improvements. Unlike many 


thoughtleſs landholders, who repair to populous cities to 


ſpend their time, health, and fortunes in faſhionable amuſe- 
nents, extravagance, and folly, this Honourable Baronet re- 


led on his eſtate, inſpeQed his operations, and influenced 


his neighbours to cultivate the ground. Accordingly, it 
ſoon aſſumed a new appearance. Agriculture became an 
object of importance. Every landholder began to ſtudy 


what kind of culture might ultimately become moſt bene- 
fcial, A great deal of waſte land was drained, levelled, 


ad encloſed. In ſome places, the fences confiſt of ſtone 5 
and lime, and in other places, of ſingle or double ditches, 


edges, and plantation. On the barren and unimproveable 


parts of the country, many hundred thouſand trees are 
planted, which are proſpering, enriching the ſoil, and be- 
coming a ſource of wealth to the proprietors. The moſt 


numerous and thriving are, the Scotch fir, beech, elm, 


plane, larix, ſpruce, aſh, and oak, With theſe, the town of 
Dunfermline lately planted 170 acres of its waſte land, 


which was not worth 6 d. the acre, but in 50 years hence 


may bring L. 200 Sterling the acre. The climate and ſoit 


in the ſouthern parts of the pariſh, being extremely dif- 
ferent 
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ferent from the northern, the mode of cultivating and crop. | 
ping is alſo different. The arable land on the 8. is Ploughed 
with Small's chain- plough, drawn by two horſes. In fone 
places on the N. the Scotch plou gh, drawn by four horſes 
is uſed, and the ancient diſtinftion between croft and out. 
field preſerved. The whole manure is laid upon the croft, 
which is conſtantly in tillage, while the outfield is occa- 
fionally ploughed, and afterwards left to reſt. But this 
mode of culture prevails only in a very few places, where 
manure cannot be obtained without great expenſe. On the 
S. of the town, the land 1s highly cultivated, and produces 
as luxuriant crops as any in the kingdom. Farms are uſu- 
ally divided'into different portions, and the crops are in the 
following order : After ſummer fallow, wheat is ſown, the 
next year, barley, the following year, graſs, and laſt of all 


oats ; ſome, after ſummer-fallow or potatoes, ſow wheat, 

peaſe and beans, barley, graſs, and oats, in their order, 5 
Wheat is generally ſown in September and October; peaſe, bo 
beans, and oats, from the middle of February to the end of 160 
April; and barley, from the middle of March to the end 1995 
of May. Potatoes are planted after the plough, about the 
beginning or middle of April. Hay. is made from the 0 
middle of June to the end of July, The other crops are 

uſually reaped from the middle of Auguſt to the middle of 

October; ſometimes the harveſt is earlier, and ſometimes it 

is later. Flour, oats, oatmeal, and barley, are imported; 

wheat is exported. _ ee 8 | 

£4 V 


Rent. The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 22,12 Scotch. 
It is difficult to aſcertain the real rent, as many of the land- 
3 holders poſſeſs their own lands. In general, it is valued 
according to its quality, and diſtance from the town of Dun- 
fermline. In the immediate vicinity, it is feued from L. 8 


to L. 20; and lets annually from L. 3 to L. 5 Sterling the 
3 | | acſe- 


of Dunfermline. 495 5 


on the 8. of the town, it lets 3 * L. 1 to 


k : - gal on the N. from 58s. to L. 2 Sterling the acre. 


One-third of the ſurface would let at L. r, 5s. and two- 5 


thirds at 10 8. Sterling the acre. Valuing the land in this 


manner, the whole ſurface, conſiſting of 36 ſquare miles, or 


23,040 ſquare acres, would let at L. 17,280 Sterling a- year. 


Of this yearly rent, the fourth part may perhaps be ſpent 


in the pariſh. The value of farms is various. Many have 


ſmall portions of land. About 50 farmers pay annually 


from L. 50 to L. 100 30 from L. 100 to L. 200; 10 from 


L. 200 to L. 300; and 6 from L. 300 to L. 400 Sterling. 
A farm which preſently lets at L. 320 annually was lately 


8 85 for L. 1770 500 * 


„ . 97 Stock. 

1000 draught: horſes, valued at L. 12 each, * 12,000 

64 ſaddle and carriage horſes, at L. 20, 1280 
goo beſt cattle, at . “ 

1600 inferior ditto, at L. 4. 6400 
2000 beſt ſheep, at L. 1, -. =. 2000 

| 1000 inferior ditto, at 10 * VVV'T[fs 006 
20⁰ wine, at L. 1, 10 FFF yo 


— 25 


Total value of flock, II. 28,880 
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3 J ˙ ˙Au.. 7 ORE 2 Ra cont Wy EA Pee ee, 
5 "Outs, SS». 4 E «7: | L.o16 of L. 5 12 o 45.500 L. 36.400 © © 
= „ - - | 3300 | —Y 0 . 6 6 oo 23,200 || 20,7949 © 0 
8 Wheat, — — * 1000 10 | x. 3 8 11 IO 0 | | 10,000 1 11,599 0 0 
8 Peas and beans ase 5 1 e 1 8 | 12,000 | 10.200 © © 
= Potatoes, —- 4 400 | 0 -5-Þ;} 12 10 0 20, 00 ||. 5,000 © © 
ff. . , mw FDF 1, 000 0 o 
— Paſture, J 5-5; 2 2009 ©. = Þ. 3 9 — | 3,000 © © 
V Waſte land, lakes, tivers, 10 4 — © 10 0 — | | 20 0 © 
28 — orchards, - )) o I of — | 1,600 © © 
= oods and has - E 550 — — „„ | 300 0 8 
8 | 1 - Stones. The ſtone. | Stones. - 5 
a Flew, = . LS e nes 4 4,100: 550 0 0 
Meadow hay, or natural graſs, 140 | 100 93 63 2 10 0 14,000 350 © © 
| Sown graſs, | 2000 200 5 « Wk. © 5 16 8 320,000 _ 9.333 6 8 
Ditto fold, the acre, =. oj. "$06 if — * — | 6 o of — | 1.800 o © 
traw at 2 8. the boll of corn, = „„ * - = 9,200. 0 0 
aſture at L. 50 mu horſe, by 3 the cow, 50. we ſheep Es. - 5 . 8 
| Mines, by : a 4 36,500 o © 
+> Total n of annual produce, = . I. 147,493 6 8 
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 Hincrids— This pariſh abounds with vulunble mines und 


ninerals. In many places there are prodigious rocks of 


ſreeſtone, extremely white, durable, and ſuſceptible of a fine 
poliſh. Granite, or blue whin, is alſo found in great quan- 
tities, and of an excellent quality for paving ſtreets, making 

roads, and other uſeful purpoſes. Limeſtone is found in 
various parts of the pariſh, near the ſurface. This valuable 
| foffil has lately been wrought to a great extent. Several 
ſeams are quarried, and manufactured in the lands of Craig- 
luſcar, belonging to. Charles Dury, Eſq; and alſo in the 
lands of South Fod, belonging to Mr John Stenhouſe. Be- 
ides ſupplying the interior parts of the country in the im- 


mediate neighbourhood, the lime is carried to a conſider- 
able diſtance for manure and building. But the moſt ex- 


tenſive lime works in this .pariſh, or even in Britain, be- 
longing to any particulat perſon, are thoſe of the Earl of 
Elgin, fituated on the coaſt of the frith of Forth. From 
the veſtiges of limekilns along the ſhore, the village of 
Limekilas derives its name; and it appears from theſe 


ancient ruins, that the limeworks were carried on at 
a very remote period. The ſeam of limeſtone is op- 


polite to the Forth. It is a mile long from E. to W. from 
20 to 50 feet thick, and dips to the E. and W. from about 
the centre. The late Earl, his Lordſhip's father, who was 


no leſs diſtinguiſhed for his intellectual than his moral qua- 


lities, conceived the idea of extending his lime works on a 


larger ſcale than had ever been attempted by any of his 
anceſtors, Accordingly, in the years 1777 and 1778, his 
Lordſhip began to build nine large draw-kilns, a harbour, 
waggon- ways, for drawing the ſtone from the quarry to the 
kilnheads, and a village for accommodating his work people, 
which, after himſelf, was called Charleſtown. As the 
works were great, the expenſe was proportionable ; before 
ney were finiſhed, the neceſſary utenſils for quarrying pro- 


cured, and the difficulties inſeparable from new and great 


undertakings 
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_ undertakings ſurmounted, it is ſaid they coſt above 

L. 14,006 Sterling. But great as this expenſe was, it hay 
been repaid. '' By prudent arrangements, and conſtant at. 
_ tention, the works have ſucceeded beyond expectation. 
Their ſucceſs was partly owing to the fidelity and diſcre- 


tion of the managers, and party to the valuable qualities of 


the lime, which ſecured for it a ready and an extenſive 
ſale. Ever fince their commencement, the public has pro- 
greſſively increaſed its demands. From 80,000 to 90,009 
tons of limeſtone are quarried annually. ' It is partly manu. 
factured into lime at the works; and partly ſold in the un- 
burnt ſtone, ' Of the manufactured lime, about 200, 900 
| bolls of ſhells, or unſlocked lime; and from zo, ooo to 

40,00c chalders, at 18 bolls the chalder, of flocked lime, 
are annually ſold in 1300 ſeparate cargoes. The total an. 
nual value is above L. 10,000 Sterling. Lime ſhells, in. 
_ cluding all expenſe at ſhipping, are ſold at L. 4 Sterling the 
hundred bolls; ſlack ed lime at 5 s. 3 d. the chalder, or 32 d. 
the boll; and limeſtone at x s. 8 d. the ton. The principal 
market for the lime is along the coaſts of the frith of Forth 
and Tay, and che N. of Scotland. From 30 to 50 vellels 
are. uſually lying at Charleſtown, waiting their turns of 

loading limeſhells during the ſummer months *. — From the 
very liberal credit that has always been given at theſe 
works, it is obvious, that a large capital is neceſſary for 


carrying them on. But neither the money ſunk in erecting 


nor conducting them has been loſt. While they have am- 
ply rewarded their noble proprietor, they have occaſioned 


an extenſive circulation of wee! weed in their native 


land, 


. 7 


* Above 200 men are employed in quarrying, and other neceſſary ope: 
rations. They work moſtly by the piece, and during the limeburning 
months, earn from 18. 6d. to 28. the day. About 4200 chalders, or 
32,900 tons of coal, are annually conſumed in burning the lime. 


be, bee 


ad ad ſupported many thouſand people; greatly pro- k 
noted improvements in agriculture; and may be conſider- 


e among the moſt laudable, important, and beneficial 
works for the good of the country, that have ever been un- 
Jertaken in this part of the kingdom.—Ironftone is found 
in the lands belonging to Sir Charles Halket, Baronet. Of 
this mineral there are two ſeams at a ſmall diſtance from 


each other. The uppermoſt is 4 inches, and the lowermoſt 


1 inches thick. Being above a ſeam of coal, they are 
wrought along with it. They are of an excellent quality 
for making cannon, and have been exported to the Carron 
Company for that purpoſe. The ironſtone began to be 


wrought by that Company in 1771, and in 1773 and 1774, 
there were 60 miners, and as many bearers employed in 


the mines. Since that period, the ironſtone has been 
wrought by the tackſmen of the coal. —Coal is alſo found 
in great abundance in almoſt every part of this pariſh. The 5 
coal mines of this pariſh are the moſt ancient in Scotland. 
The earlieſt account of coal uſed as fuel, is a charter of 


William de Oberwill, in which he granted liberty to the 
Abbot and Convent of Dunfermline to open a coal, pit 
wherever they inclined, excepting on his arable land, and 
permitted them to take as much as was neceſſary for their 
own uſe, and to open a new mine whenever the old was 


exhauſted ; but not to ſell any part of it to others. The 
charter is dated at Dunfermline, on the Tueſday immedi- 


xely before the feaſt of St Ambroſe 2291 *. But at that early 


period 


* Carta de Pethyncreff de dono Willielmi de Oberwill, 1291. 
Omnibus has literas viſuris vel audituris Willielmus de Oberwill, domi- 
nus de Pethyncreff, eternam in Domino ſalutem; noveritis me, ex mera 


draeia nixa et propria voluntate, coneeſſiſſe religioſis viris Abbatti et Con- 


ventui de Dunfermlyn, unam carbonariam in terra nixa de Pethynereff ubi- 
aunque voluerint, excepta terra arabili, ita quod ſufficientiam ad uſus 
| 88 | ſuos 
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ere” it 45 not appear that and; was wrought to a great 
extent. It was only uſed in the abbey, and by perſons of 
diſtinction in the country. In progreſs of time it was more 
generally uſed as fuel; and when trade began to flouriſh, it 
was exported to foreign parts. Although it was worked 
by crop levels ever fince the above mentioned period, there 


was little exported till about the middle of this century, 
Even ſo late as 1763, the annual value of exported coal 
Was only L. 200; and in 1771, it did not exceed L, 500 
Sterling. The coal- mines, fince 1771, have been lources 
of great wealth to many of the DA 


Deſcription of * 3 us Coal Strata The firſt 
appearance of coal on the S. W. extremity of the pariſh, 
is a ſeam about 2 feet thick, fituated under the Earl of 
_ Elgin's lime-rock at Charleſtown. Northward, near broad. 
hills, there is another ſeam, from 4 to 6 feet thick, which 
_ dips very rapidly towards the N. E. the crop of which 
has been wrought by a level in the ſame direction. Ad. 

vancing ſtill northward, about 3 miles from the Frith, 
through a fine level country, we again find various ſeams 
of excellent coal in the lands of Sir Charles Halket of Pit 
ferran, immediately above the village of Crosford. From 


a remote period, the family of Pitferran, obtained from 


Government, the privilege of exporting theſe coals to fo- 


reign parts, free, of all duty whatever. The original pri- 


vilege was renewed by Queen Anne on December 21: 
1700 


ſuos inde percipiant, et alis vendere non preſumant, una vero deficiente 
aliam pro voluntate ſua facientes quoties viderint expediri ſibi, &c. &c. 
In cujus rei teſtimonium preſentibus ſigillum meum appoſui, una cum 
ſigillo officialis domini Epiſcopi Sancti Andre, et ſigillo Roberti de Ma. 
lavilla, qui figilla ſua ad inſtantiam meam preſentibus appoſuerunt. 
Datum apud Dunfermlyn die Martis proxima ante feſtum Sancti Ambroſii 
Epiſcopi et Confeſſoris, anno Gratiz millio ducenteſimo nonageſimo primo. 


of wa 
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1506, d tile in Pirketbent on March 21. 170. 

The family c continued to enjoy the privilege tl 1788, 
when it was purchaſed by Government for L. 40, ooo Ster- 
ing, when the property that could injure the revenue was 
nearly exhauſted. | | 

The moſt remarkable, in theſe lands, are the 4 con- 
fiſting of 5 feet, 2 feet, and 4 feet each. They are all 
found within the ſpace of 14 yards, at the diſtance of * 
fathoms and a half from each other, and in their natural 
fate, they dip from one foot in four, to one in fix towards 
the N. E. Immediately above the two feet ſeam, are the 
ſtrata of iron-ſtone already mentioned. The ſurface being 
irregular, the pits are from 10 to 80 yards in depth. Eaſt- 
ward from the mines of Pitferran, are thoſe of Urquhart 
and Pittencrieff, which are nearly anda 1 deeper 
levels are made or engines ereted. 

Northward from theſe are the numerous 3 of coal 
that appear above each other, (as per ſection), ſituated un- 
(er the lands of Weſt and Midbalbridge, Clune, Luſcar, 
and Roſebank. They are the property of the Earl of El- 
gin *, They contain immenſe quantities of coal, of vari- 
ous yrs; within 30 fathoms from the ſurface of the 


uppermoſt 


*The difficulty of finding a regular ſupply of coals to burn his lime, 
lately induced his Lordſhip to purchaſe this extenſive field of coal.” It con- 
liſts of more than goo ſquare acres, and contains valuable ſeams of all the 
various kinds that are found in the country. From theſe coal- mines, his 
Lordſhip is making a waggon way, of 4 miles extent, to his lime works. 
lt is ſaid he intends to make a new harbour, a little weſt from his har- 

bour at Charleſtown, for - exporting his coals, which will have 20 feet 
of water at ſtream tides, and be one of the beſt in Scotland. A harbour 
lo ſafe and convenient will be extremely advantageous for the ton of 
Dunfermline, whenever the canal, which has been propoſed, ſhall be 


made from the town to the Frith. Nor will it be leſs are, 0 for 
the country i in general than for his Lordſhip. 
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| uppermoſt ſeam, which is covered with other 4 fathoms of 
earth. None of them are at a e 1 irom each 
other than 5 fathoms. 


| | "Foot: Inch. 
The iſt ſeam near the ſurface, 1 is 4 thick. 
. n 92 5 
: — 8 _ 6 

—— jth, 3 - 2 

—— 6th, - - * 
FFF 

| Theſe 7 ſeams contain 29 9 inch, of excellent cal 


The x next Ae 4 attention is | Roſebank: k 
contains the followin 8 leams : = 


Feet. 1 
| The iſt ſeam 1 is, 4 6 thick. 


„„ 


Making altogether, 18 10 of coal under thoſe lands. 
There are found in theſe collieries belonging to the Earl 
of Elgin, a kind of allum rock, and alſo ſoft ſulphur, 
which would make green vitriol. Detached pieces of 
ironſtone ſometimes appear. This is the only colliery in 
the pariſh in which inflammable air is found. 

The next in the ſame direction is the colliery of Bal 
mule, which comprehends the coal lying under the lands 


of Lochhead, Coalton, Lochend, and Balmule. In num 
2 | | 2 | ber 


It 


of Dunfermline. EE 1 1 | 4a 3 


ber 1 ſeams, chicknels, "_ nd quali 17, it reſembles 


Roſebank. | 
Having mentioned the collieries i in | the northern direc- 

tion, it may be proper to return to thoſe in the middle of 

the pariſh. Of theſe middle, Baldridge colliery, the pro- 


; perty of Robert Wellwovd, Eſq; of Garvoch, deſerves at- 


tention. It is in many reſpeQs ſimilar to that of Pitten- 
crieff, and the other mines in the ſame direction. The 
loweſt ſeam is a fine ſplint coal. This colliery has been 
worked for many years, and been extremely advantageous 
to the proprietor. Eaſtward, in the ſame line, are the 
collieries of Venterfair, Dunfermline town coal, and White- 
field, They are worked level free, and contain an im- 
menſe quantity of excellent coal, which is moſtly ſold in 
the country. The town ſupplies its inhabitants with this 
important article at a reduced price, which makes the fuel 
cheaper than in any other town in Scotland. 5 
Io the eaſt of theſe is the colliery of Halbeath. It 
contains 8 or 9 ſeams of good workable coal, amounting 
in all to upwards of 3o feet. The loweſt or ſplint ſeam 
is the ſame as in the other collieries, and is in high repute, 
Dome of the other ſeams on the north of a large dike *, 
Vol. XIII. e which 
* Dikes are confuſed maſſes of metals, that in ſome places ſeem to 
interſect the earth from the ſurface to the centre. They are of different 


thickneſs. They generally alter the ſituation of the ſtrata, by cutting 
them off entirely, and ſubſtituting other ſtrata in the place of them, or 


by elevating or depreſſing them beyond their natural ſituation. Some. 


times they raiſe the coal to the very ſurface, and at other times, ſink it to 
an unapproachable depth. Beſides throwing up the coal, they are often 
of great uſe in keeping off the water from the neighbouring mines. The 
dikes with which the coal of this pariſh is troubled run in different di- 
rections, but moſt generally towards the S. E. and N. W. T. Their 
courſe is however very uncertain, Their elevation is generally from 40 
to 30 degrees, and they are compoſed of every kiad of ſubſtance, from 
bard green whin and white ſpar, to blue clay. 


(see the annexed Kketch). 
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which has 2 8. E. direction, have been wrought many 
years ago, by crop levels. The coal dips nearly in the 
Tame manner and direction as in the weſt of the pariſh, 


| but 1 is freer of dikes. This colliery was purchaſed ; in ſum. 


mer 1785 by Meſſrs Campbell, Moriſon and Company, 
They have built two large engines, The one is erected 
on ſtone, and the other on a frame of wood. From this 
colliery vaſt quantities of coal are at preſent exported, 
The tame ſeams are found i in the lands of Praithouſe, and 


run eaſtward to the croſſgates into the Feen pa- 


Tiſh. 
Sinking Sits is not difficult in this 1 The 9 


generally conſiſts of a few fathoms of earth, and eren 


wan, and blue metals. 


Kan of the Eye Sketch Wars the ſeams of coal 


and dikes in the pariſh of Dunfermline viſible, they would 
appear a they are exhibited on the annexed ſketch. 


The letters | a. b. &. denote the three ſeams of coal in 


the eſtate of Pitferran, Cc. 


P. The two bands of iron-ſtone, above the two feet or ſe 
cond ſeam, 


. E. E. The loweſt level 1 mine FF ROnS from the ſouth of | 


Pitferran, to the face where it is Runding in 


Lord Elgin's property. 


E. E. . In dotted lines, ſhow how the ſaid led, if con- 


tinued, would interſect and drain the upper- 
moſt ſeams of coal to the depth of the level. 
A. A. A croſs level, by which the crop of all the north 
| ſe ms have been worked. 
B. B. B. A level brought up from the lower grounds, 
| farther ſouth, which is a few homes deeper 
* che one above. 


N 


of Def Aba. ET. ans. 


M. M. ft, An upcaſt dike to the „ 


u. b. c. D (between two dikes). The Garde ſcams of i 


coal, and two of iron-ftone; repreſented on the 


ſouth of ſaid dike, which are caſt up by it into 
the north, all _ 225 drained by the loweſt | 


level: 


Q. Q. A coal pit, by which the ſaid three ſeams are 


wrought and raiſed level free. 


e. e. A kind of dike, or rather ſtage, which 15 foinetimes 
met with in the level courſe of the coal, nearly 
perpendicular, without — the coal up or down 


on either fide of it, 
M. M. 2d, Another large dike, which rows up che 


ſeams of coal conſiderably to the north, and 
in ſome parts they — more . after- . 


ward. 


0. G. An engine pit on the ſouth ſide of the finſ dike, 
to drain the coaſt from x. LES that is below the 


level. 


H. H. Another engine pit to the north of all the den 
to drain the coal from N. to N. in n all the ſeams 


below the level. | 
P, E. A level free pit, on the four loweſt ſeams © on n the 
north ſide of the north dike. | 


. 1. 3. . . 6. 8. 9. Nine ſeams of coal on the 


north fide of the ſecond dike, from two to five feet thick 


each, making in all, upwards of 30 feet of coal under the 
ſurface, in ſome parts of this pariſh. The three loweſt of 
thoſe nine ſeams are fuppoſed to be the three ſeams a. b. c. 
on the ſouth. The other fix appear to be upper ſeams 
that come on from the north. Thoſe nine ſeams are mark - 
ed where they are interſected by the north engine pit, and 
are continued downward, to ſhow, that if there were no 


dikes 
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dikes to caſt up the coal to the north, it would ſoon yet 
below the ſurface level, and be loſt without the aſliſtance 
of the engine, which wins from N. to N. in all the leams 
to the ſouth of it. . | 
If a level mine were een from the hon of the pit, 
at H. to L. it would win the upper ſeams to the north of 
it, between the levels E. E. and H. It alſo ſhows, that 
| If it were not for ſuch dikes, the coal would ſoon run too 
deep to be raiſed to any advantage. Suppoſing the loweſt 
| ſeam to be 100 fathoms deep at the north engine pit, then 
the uppermoſt ſeam will be 100 fathoms deep at L, and 
conſequently the loweſt ſeam will be 200 fathoms deep at 
5 that point. | | 
. proportion will 3 ba ning to the dip of 


= ths coal, and the enen of the ſurface towards the 


north. 


the ſurface at the north engine pit, ſo that the engine 
would have to lift the water about 60 fathoms, and deli- 
ver it into the ſaid level, where it would diſcharge itſelf 
at the loweſt ſouth point. 


e employed. —At the above mentioned coal mines 
ef this pariſh, there are about, 

180 colliers. 

140 bearers. 

30o perſons above ground employed at the works, 
repairing roads, driving and ſhipping coals, 
| 400 women and children, who occaſionally work, 

2 and are ſupported by the mines. 

Total, 1020 employed and ſupported. Beſides, there are 
alſo 200 horſes employed above and below the fur- 
face, in performing various operations. There are about 

50 


The level E. E. E. would be about 40 FEAT from 
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waggons conſtantly employed in carrying coal from 


0 
he mines to the ſhips. Having excellent waggon ways, p 
the Wagons contain from two to three tons neh, | 


Aral os ood value of C Coal. The KA quanti- | 
ty of coal raiſed from the various mines of the pariſh a- 
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mounts to 90,000 tons. Of theſe, 60,000 tons are export- 


ed from Lime-kilns, Brucehaven, and Inverkeithing. The 
remaining 30, oo tons are conſumed in the town and pa- 


tin of Dunfermline, and the immediate neighbourhood. 


The great coal is ſold at from 6s. to 7s. the ton; the 


chows from 5 s. to 68.3 and the imall at 3s. the ton; va- 


lung the whole at 5 s. the ton, the total annual value of 


coal amounts to L. 22, 650 Sterling. Of this ſum, tere 
are L. 3000 annually. expended on timber, iron, ropes, in- 


cidents, Cc. Ce. and L. 1 3. O00 for labour. 


Price of Y 7 and Prove 1 miners in the 
horſe-pits, without bearers, make about from 1 8. 6 d. to 
28. 6d. a-day ; with hearers, from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6 d.; and 
the people above ground, from t s. 4d. to 15. 6d. a-day *. 


| Villages —There are 8 villages in the pariſh. The po- 


pulous villages of Lime-kilns and Charleſtown | are plea- | 


ently lituated « on the coaſt of the frith of Forth. 


 Crofiford, | 


* The wages of men ſervants employed in huſbandry, are from I. 6 


to L. 9, and women from L. 3 to L. 4 Sterling a-year. Gentlemens do- 
meſtick men- ſervants, get from L. 12 to L. 20, and women from L. 4 to 
L. 6 Sterling a year. A day-labourer, in huſbandry, and other work, 

zets 18. 2 d. ; a carpenter, Is. 6 d.; 2 | Is. 8 d.; and a tailor, 
10 d. with his meat a-day. 

As the price of labour is double of heh it was 30 years ago, ſo the 
price of proviſions is alſo double. Beef, veal, mutton, lamb, and port, 
are from 3 d. to 5 d. the lb.; a pig is 6 d.; a duck, Is.; a hen, from Is. 
o 1s. 6d. ; a chicken, from 3 d. to g d.; eggs, from 4d. to 6 d. the 
42,; butter, II d.; and cheeſe from 3 d. to 5 d. the lb. 


» 
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Ctoſsford, Halbeath, and Croſſgates, are ſituated on the 


great turnpike road, which paſſes through the town and 

pariſh of Dunfermline, from the weſtern to the eaſtern en. 

tremity. Maſtertown, Petimuir, and Stor are ſitus. 
ted on the ſouthern diviſion of the pariſh, | | 


Aged. Obſervations. be Aae of this p pa- 
riſh are various. It abounds with lime. Coal is compa. 
_ ratively cheap. Houſe rents are moderate. There is ; 
regular poſt-office, which annually brings to the reve 
upwards of L. 300 Sterling. There is a ready market for 
the various productions of the land; and there are ſez. 

ports, with convenient harbours, for inert or inper 
| ing by water, all the neceſſaries of life. 
In this, as in every other pariſh, there are ſome diſal. 
vantages. Owing to the numerous mines and fubterrane- 
ous levels which have lately been opened, the water iz 
greatly drained from the furface, and in ſome places it i 
ſcarce, and but indiferent.” The roads are often in diſre- 
pair. Within theſe few years, fince turnpikes were rat- 
ſed, they are however greatly improved, and it is'expet- 
ed they will be ſtill better, when the ſtatute- labour {hall 
be paid in money, and properly expended. The removal 
of the Sheriff-ſubſtitute from this diſtrict is another diſad- 
vantage deſerving attention. Being near zo miles from 
Cupar, the inhabitants are expoſed to much trouble and 
expenſe, before they obtain decifions in litigated queſtions, 
The language is a mixture of Scotch and Engliſh. The 
voice is raifed, and the emphaſis frequently laid on the 
laſt word of the ſentence. Many of the names of places 
are derived from the Celtic. 
There are about 200 ploughs, almoſt all of the Engliſh 


er lately improved kind; about 300 carts; 8 — 
1 . 55 wheel. 
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qheel-carriages, 400 male · ſer vants, and 300 female-ſer- 
rants employed in huſbandry. From 6000 to 10,000 bolls 
of barley are annually manufactured into ſpirits, Porter, 
ſtrong, and ſmall beer. 

In general, the people are ſtron g. and ey quick 
in learning mechanical employments. Many are remarka- 


bly ingenious, induſtrious, and frugal. Such perſons en- 


joy the fteceſſaries and comforts of life, and are happy i in 
their preſent ſituation. It muſt be acknowledged, that 
there are alſo many idle, factious, diſcontented perſons, 
who are greatly divided in their political, moral, and re- 
ligious ſentiments. In gratifying their capricious humours, 
and ſupporting their reſpecti ve parties, they ſometimes in- 
volve themſelves in unneceſſary expenſe, and defraud their 
juſt creditors. Their expenſe in dreſs, furniture, and li- 
ving, too ofteu exceeds their income. Increaſing trade, 
manufactures, and the rapid circulation of money, have 
had an unhappy influence on their morals.—At public 
works, nothing is required but labour. Education is too 
often neglected. Many cannot read. Proprietors are not 
ſufficiently attentive to the inſtruction of youth, and pro- 
ding them with teachers. Many come to the pariſh, 
and go from it, whoſe characters are never atteſted. The 
profligate repair to theſe works, where they are under no 
reſtraint, and their infectious example is as hurtful to the 
morals of unguarded youth, as their unſeaſonable labour is 
hurtful to their conſtitutions. Being too early removed 
from the watchful eye, and faithful admonitions of their 
parents and teachers, the young and the thoughtleſs fre- 
quently become groſsly ignorant, and openly profane. 
With regard to the religious ſentiments of the people, it 
may be obſerved, that in general, they are more mild than 
they were about the middle of this century. The rigid 
_ ſeverity 
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ſeverity, that then generally prevailed, is now found only 
| amongft a few. The violence of party ſpirit ſeldom ap. 
. pears. The ſectaries have ſubdivided, weakened their 

own influence, and ſeen the folly of their former diſputes, 
Many of them are now peaceable, ſocial, and friendly in 
their diſpoſitions, Various denominations of Chriſtians 
_ converſe freely with each other, enjoy mutual intercourſ: 
in buſineſs, as well as in all the ſocial, relative, and dome. 
| fic walks of life. Upon the whole, the people are i 
general ſober, induſtrious, and religious. They have juf 
views of religion and morality. All attend public wor. 
ſhip, and are apparently decent and devout, excepting a 
few of the wealthy, and a few of the ignorant and the 
profligate, who neglect the ordinances of religion. 


| 2 * Since the greater part of this Account was printed, the 7 
lowing Particulars were tranſmitted by the Miners of the 
Parih. 


Mr Chalmers 8 bridge v was hs in 176 finiſhed 3 in 1770, and colt 
about L 5000 Sterlin g. —The value of the cloth annually manufactured 
when trade was flouriſhing, amounted to between L 60,000 and L 10,009 
Sterling. Mr Fernie's ſtipend is L. 91 Sterling, and 5 chalders of grain; 

viz. 2 of bear, 2 of meal, and 1 of oats . Chriſtie's ſalary amounts te 
L. 11: 3:4 Sterling, | 
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? By Mr Jauxs Rocex, Pr each _ of the Goſp e. 5 


| Situation and Extent. 5 


Tas and, is r d on the s. U of 

the county of Angus. The 8. E. point of the pa- 
riſh is about a mile weſt from the light-houſe, built in the 
year 1753, which ſtands beſide the narrow, variable, and 
difficult entrance into the æſtuary of the Tay, formed by 


of Fife in a N. E. direction, and lies about 94 miles 8. 
| W. from Arbroath, about 7 miles N. E. from St An- 
drew's, about 74 miles eaſt from Dundee, 56% 27 N. lat. 
and 20 55/, W. long. from Greenwich. From the S. E. 
point of the pariſh, along the zſtuary, about the diſtance 
of 33 miles, is its S. W. boundary. From the eſtuary, it 
ſtretches N. W. to the diſtance of about 6 miles, decrea- 
ling irregularly to a point, in form of a wedge, inſerted 
Vol. IH. * between 


a ſand- bank, ſeen at low water, ſtretching from the coaſt 
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between the pariſhes of Dundee and Murroes, on the g. 
W. and W.; that of Barry on the 8. E. and of Monikie 
on the E. N. E. N. and N. W. No actual ſurvey has 
been made of the pariſh ; but he who ſuppoſes it to con- 
tain 37510 Scotch acres, will not be far from the truth, 
The pariſh ſeems anciently to have been of Jeſs extent 
than at preſent. Its proportion of the links which ſkirt 
the coaſt, may be ſafely ſuppoſed above 400 acres, and 
ſeem all once to have been covered with water. Adjoin- 
ing to theſe links in this pariſh, tradition relates that ſome 
part belonged to the pariſh of Ferry-Port-on-Craig on the 
oppoſite ſide of the æſtuary; but what that part was, or 
when the ſeparation was made, it N be vain, at this 
; diſtance of time, to ; 25 


Surface, Rinke, e. From the N. W. point of the 
pariſh, out of a well at the foot of the hill of Dodd, in 
that low range, reaching thence to the Knockhills near 
Arbroath, and about 4 miles E. from the hill of Lorn, in 
that high ridge of hills called Sidla, which extend from 
Perth to Redhead, and are the ſouthern boundary of Strath- 
more, there iflues a rivulet which waters for about a mile 
the S. W. border of the pariſh, croſſes it in an eaſtern di- 
rection, and after meandring through the pariſh of Moni. 
kie, returns, and dividing this pariſh for about 2 mile 
from that of Barrie, and receiving the name of the Bud- 
don Burn, loſes itfelf in the eſtuary. About 15 mile 8. 
W. from the Buddon Burn, and about + mile 1n the {ame 
direction from the village of Monifieth, the river Dighty 
falls into the eſtuary, after a S. E. courſe of about 11 
miles from its riſe in the lake of Lundie, and about 1: 
mile from its entrance into this pariſh, Where the Dighty 
enters the pariſh, it is joined by the Burn of Murroes, 
which, riſing in the weſtern part of the pariſh of that 


name, 
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8. name, runs eaſtward, and at laſt waſhes for a mile, the * 
kie w. boundary of this pariſh. From the N. W. point of 
has the pariſh, about the diſtance of 2 miles, the road from 

855 Dundee to Brechin croſſes the rivulet, which, near its ef. 
th, fux into the zeſtuary is called Buddon, in a northern di- 
ent Wl tection. About 4 miles from the N. W. point of the pa- 
ein riſh, the old road from Dundee to Arbroath croſſes the | 
and Burn of Murroes, in an eaſtern direction. About 5 miles 
in. from the N. W. point of the pariſh, the new turnpike- 

road from Dundee to Arbroath 1 the . in a 
N. E. . 


| Beach —Within water-mark, on the bounds of this pa- 
riſh, a very few rocks only are ſeen; the far greater part 
is ſandy and level. The links which ſkirt the coaſt, and 
ſtretch from the village of the Eaſt Ferry, ſo called, in 
contradiſtinction to that of the Weſt Ferry, in the pariſh 
of Dundee, to which it joins, riſe in a few places into 
{mall knolls, but oftener u eee to a plain. 


e the links on the W. of the Dighty, the 
ground ſuddenly riſes, and then gently declines towards 
that river; and the ſoil is generally an excellent loamy 
black. From the links on the E. of the Dighty, there 
ſpreads for more than a mile almoſt a level plain; and the 
lol is at firſt light and ſandy, but extremely fertile, and 
then aſſumes a rich blackneſs of colour. Black and ex- 
cellent, the ground now gradually ſwells towards certain 
hills of inconfiderable height, which at large intermediate 
[paces traverſe the pariſh from N. to S. from the village 
of Drumſturday-moor, built on the fides of the old road 
from Dundee to Arbroath, to the vicinity of the village 
of the Eaſt F erry, near Broughty caſtle. From theſe hills 
the ground again deſcends towards the Burn, near its ter- 
2 | minat: On 
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mination, called Buddon, and in its deſcent, by degrees 
loſes its excellence. It again riſes ſomewhat towards the 
N. W. point of the pariſh, and ſhews to the eye of the 
traveller ſpots yet mooriſn and walte, | 


Hill. Ot theſe ſome 1 may A notice. The bigh 
- eſt and moſt remarkable, 1s the moſt ſouthern of that 
collection of hills called Laws, in the vicinity of the vil. 


lage of Drumſturdy-moor. Its height has not been aſcer. 


tained by meaſurement ; but is ſuppoſed not much to ex. 
ceed 530 feet above the level of the ſea. It lies from E. 
to W. is of an oval figure, and 1s covered with a pleaſant 
verdure ; its ſummit is 133 yards in length, 66 yards in 


breadth, and 316 yards in circumference. From this hill 


weſtward, may be ſeen the coaſt of Fife, the level and 
pleaſant country, which ſtretches to the rich and populous 
city Dundee, part of the fertile carſe of Gowrie, and al. 
moſt all the eſtuary, as it beautifully winds to Perth, and 
the diſtant proſpect is bounded by the mountains in the 
ſhire of Argyle. South and eaſtward may be ſeen the bay 

of St Andrew's, the hills of Lothian, the agreeably varied 
country to Arhroath, and the German Ocean to the ut- 
moſt extent of the horizon. Around the ſummit of this 

hill, are to be ſeen the broad foundations of an ancient 
fortreſs; and on the E. end of it, ſeveral large vitrifica« 
tions, or maſſes of ſandy and whin-ſtones firmly united, 
by means of the fuſion ak certain parts of the whin-ſtones *, 
From 


8 Theſe vitriſications have plainly been cauſed, by the application of 


external fire; as ſmall pieces of burnt wood are found in the heart of the 
maſſes when they are broken. But the queſtion occurs, how was this 


fire applied, ſo as to vitrify theſe maſſes ?—One ingenious gentleman has 
conjectured, that before the uſe of lime, as a cement, was introduced 


by the Romans into the iſland, whoever wiſhed to ſtrengthen their forts, 
made 
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* this hill of Lawn, at a little ſtance 8. W. is the 
Gallow-hall of Ethiebeaton, on which, it is ſaid, the Bai ons | 
ho were the proprietors of the adjoining farms of Ethie- 
 heaton, Laws arid Ornochie, were wont to fit in judgment 
on their vaſſals, and to hang ſuch as were convicted of 
weft. Farther to the S. is the hill of Balgillo, which will 
be included in the account of n caſtle, i in its im. 
mediate ** 


Broughty 3 caſtle * is Grands on 0 moſt 
ſouthern point of this parilh, whence. to the coaſt of F Ue, 


made a wooden frame, of the ſame dimenſions they wiſhed their defence 
to be, filled it with ſandy, and whin or plum-pudding ſtones, ſet fire to 
the frame, and by the entenſeneſs of the heat, vitrified the incloſed maſs, 
nd produced a ſtrong munition. (See William's treatiſe on vitrified 
forts.) A ſecond agrees to the conjecture of the firſt in every thing 
but this, that fire was applied to the frame, not by friends who wiſhed 
to ſtrengthen the fort, but by enemies who wiſhed to demoliſh it. (See 
Eſſay on Vitrified Forts in Phil. Tranſ. Ed. Val. II.) But by whatever 


y proceſs the vitrifications on other hills have been effected, it appears pro- 
bable, that the vitrifications on this hill have been effected, neither at 
d the conſtruction nor demolition of its fortreſs#but at a different period. 
ts When that period was, it is not eaſy with preciſion to tell ; but ſurely a g 
Is ſuppoſition which occupies little time, where ſuppoſition only is to be 
nt had, can do no harm. In A. D. 838, the Pits had been finally expel- 
a led by Kenneth II. whoſe father King Alpin, in a battle fought on a 
| plain N. W. from Dundee, they had taken priſoner, and with barbarous 
d, eruelty lain. Moſt of the Picts at their expulſion ſought for ſhelter in 
b, Denmark, whence, it is ſaid, their anceſtors ſprung. Incited by them, 
n the Danes roſe for revenge, and frequently invaded the eaſtern coaſt of 
Scotland. From theſe waſting invaders, the fortreſs on this hill might 
F afford a temporary refuge. On the E. end of it, which is moſt conſpi- 
s cuous, fires might be kindled to alarm the more diſtant parts of the coun- 
5 try, when theſe incurſions happened in the night; and the frequent fires 
1 might at laſt vitrify the ſtones which they touched. 
d 


* The following note, the bete of which has been extracted from 
| de Kirk: ſeſſion records, will afford a proof that there is no reaſon to que- 
e 

ſtion, 


I . ern I ens wn" — — — — — 
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is not above a mile diſtant. It might thus, it is not unlike 
ly, be originally ſpelled Borghtay, from Borgh, a ſecurity 
} 


and Tay; or, the ſecurity of the Tay. When it was bai 


will not, perhaps, be eaſily aſcertained. Tt cannot be ons 


of the caſtella, or forts, which Tacitus, in his life of Agri 
cola, ſays that general erected, in the third year of his ex. 
| pedition, when he came to the eſtuary of the Tay; for 


theſe forts, we are informed by Boece, in the fourth bock 


of his Hiſtory, were erected not on the north, but on the 
_ ſouth ſide of the æſtuary; not in the county of Angus, but 


in the county of Fife. Dr Macpherſon ſeems to be right 


who ſuppoſes that the ſquare towers, like Broughty, were 
built at a much later period. The earlieſt mention of it 
with which I have met, is in the year 1492, when, according 
to the credulous Boece, in the Delineation of the Scottiſh 
Kingdom, prefixed to his Hiſtory, it witneſſed a fooliſh pro- 


digy. 


ſtion, as ſome do, whether Broughty belongs to this pariſh. Towards the 


end of laſt century, a man committed a treſpaſs within the bounds of 


Broughty, for which he was ſummoned to appear at the tribunal of the 


Kirk-ſefſion. He refuſed obedience, under pretence that Broughty be. 


| longed not to this pariſh, but to that of Caputh, in the neighbourhood of 
Dunkeld, about 26 miles N. W. To aſcertain the true fituation of 


Broughty, the miniſter wrote to a Mr Webſter, then its proprietor; who 


_ replied, that it lay neither in the pariſh of Monifieth nor of Caputh, but 


in that of Kirriemuir, about 16 miles N. On this the miniſter applied to 
the preſbytery, who by their deed annexed Broughty and its pertinents 
ſor ever, quoad ſacra, to the pariſh of Monifieth. Had the Kirk. ſeſſion 
records been fully conſulted, it would have been found that Brought) 
was already annexed, not only guoad ſacra, but guoad temporal'a, to this 
pariſh ; for there it is expreſsly ſaid, that on December 12, 1688, Brought 
among others paid for the reparation of the church, It follows not in. 
deed always, that a place belongs to that pariſh for the reparation of 


| whoſe church it pays. It ſeems, however, an acknowledgment of Brough- 


ty's belonging to Monifieth pariſh, that it paid for the reparation of the 
church there. For had there been any evidence that Broughty belonged 
not to this pariſh, Mr Webſter, its proprietor, when called on, would 
ſurely have been able to produce it, and not have founded his opinion 
wholly on tradition. 1 1 | 
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ly. From the year 2547 to 1550, it was the ſcene of 
geeds not unworthy to mention, and which are connected 
with events that form a ſtriking æra in hiſtorx. 

On the death of James V. of Scotland, Henry VIII. of 
England, to ſave that blood and treaſure which were ex- 
pended in defence of either nation, ſought to unite the two 
neighbouring kingdoms, by the marriage of his young ſon 
Edward, to Mary, the infant Queen of Scots. To this 
meaſure all that nation had ſworn agreement: But, in- 
ited by Cardinal Beaton and the Queen Dowager, Wo 
ireaded the downfal of the Popiſh religion, by an union 
with a heretical nation, they were prevailed on baſely to 
break their oath. To enforce acquieſcence, Henry aroſe in 
his might, and at his death the cauſe was eſpouſed by Ed- 
ward Seymour, Duke of Somerſet, who was elected Pro- 
tetor of the kingdom during the minority of Edward his 
nephew. Moving along the eaſtern coaſt of Scotland with 
z numerous army, which was ſeconded by a powerful 
feet, on Saturday, September 10. 1547, he met the 
30,000 Scots under the conduct of the Earl of Arran, Re- 
gent of the kingdom, on the weſt of the river Eſk, near 
Muſſelburgh, and diſcomfited them with great {laughter ; 
but was ſoon after, by reaſon of the advanced ſeaſon of the 
year, and intelligence he received of deſigns forming againſt 
bim in England, forced to return thither, without com- 
pletely proſecuting his victory. Immediately on this his 
fleet, beſides the fortreſſes on the iſles in the zſtuary of the 
Forth, ſeized this of Broughty, and filled it with an Eng- 
liſh force *. 5 . 1 
Ancient 


As the Duke of Somerſet departed with his army by the eaſt of Scot- 
land, the Earl of Lennox, who had received a diſguſt in the court of that 
kingdom, and had been honoured with the alliance of Henry VIII. en- 
tered by the weſt, His preſence ſpread terror and diſmay, and none met 

| but 
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Ancient ſlate of leds, roads and zin, — time 
: imemotial the rivulets and river above mentioned haye 
run in their preſent channels ; but of late the roads in this 
pariſh have undergone conſiderable alteration. Within the 
laſt twelve years, the road from Dundee to Brechin ha 
been made wider and firaighter. Within twice that num. 


ber of years, the old road from Dundee to Arbroath wy 


formed; and the new turnpike road is yet ſcarcely finiſh. 
ed. Within the laſt wy og no trees ed {my hill in 


we 


but to do him N The heart of A0 the regent, which was never 
Intrepid, now ſhrunk within him. To conceal his fear, however, he cl. 
lected the ſcattered remains of his enfeebled Hoſt, and, from the weften 
parts of Scotland, where he had taken refuge after the unfortunate action 
at Muffelburgh, marched by Perth and Dundee to blockade the caſtle 
of Broughty. After having lain before it from the 1ſt of October 1547 
to the 1ſt of January 1548, he departed from the fiege with the lo 
of one of his beſt generals, and with that of all his ordnance, lamenting 
| his doom to perpetual misfortune. Inſpirited with this ſucceſs, the 
_ Engliſh fortified the hill of Balgillo, about half a mile northward, and, 
notwithſtanding | the active exertions of James Haliburton, provoſt of 
Dundee, with a hundred horſe, and of Sir Robert Maule, in hii 
caſtle of Panmure, about fix miles northeaſtward, and about half a 
mile eaſt from the preſent beautiful ſeat of that family, in the px 
riſh of Panbride, laid waſte Dundee, and moſt of the county of Angus. 
With rage the Earl of Argyll beard the report, He collected his valiant 
clans, and, indignant, marched to Broughty ; ; but felt the mortification 
of repulſe. Not long after, a fimilar fate awaited three regiments of 
French, commanded by D'Effe, and as many regitnents of Germans, com- 
' manded by one of their own princes. At laſt diſſentions at home, and 
war with the French abroad, engaged the whole attention of the Eng 
lim. Proviſions, arms, and ammunition, ceaſed to be regularly ſent to 
their garriſons in Broughty, and the fort of Balgillo; and thus, on Fe. 
| bruary 20, 1550, they fell an eaſy prey into the hands of the allied 
army of Scots, Germans, and F reych, commanded by Des Thermes, the 
ſueceſſor of D'Efle. Both fortreſſes were then diſmantled ; and thong" 
they have been more than once repaired and fortified, yet hiſtory deſcribes 
them as the ſcene of no action which merits record. At preſent, there 
are only a few veſtiges of fortification to be ſeen on the hill of Balgillo: 
and Broughty caſtle is faſt waſting down to ruin. 
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FR pariſh, as at preſent they ſhade ſeveral ; and with- 
in the ſame period, the extenfive and beautiful plantations 
around the two ſeats Fintry and Grange were reared. The 
houſe of Fintry ſtands where the Dighty enters the pariſh, 
and is a modern elegant manſion. Nearly where the Dighty 


falls into the æſtuary, ſtands the houſe of n which 
diſplays marks of ancient * : | 


Su 


Populetion—According to Dr Webſter's , report, : the 
oumber of ſouls in 1755 was 1421. In this pariſh there 


are at preſent 1218 perſqns of all ages. Of theſe 620 are 
males, and 598 females. There are 246 families, of which 


233 belong to perſons who have been married, and 13 to 


| perſons who were never married. Below the age of five, | 


there are 136; between 5 and 10, 183; between 10 and 
20, 2233 between 20 and 30, 251; between 30 and 40, 
132; between 40 and 50, 136; between 50 and 60, 86; 

between 60 and 70, 533 between 70 and 80, 15; between 
$ and 9c, 3. The three villages of the pariſh are thus 
peopled : In the village of Drumſturdy-moor, there are 
132, vis. 70 males and 62 females; in that of Montfieth, 
175, v/2, 84 males and 91 females; and in that of the Eaſt 
Ferry, 230, vis. 114 males and 116 females, Of late years 
there have been annually married 12, been born 3g, and 
died 18. The great inequality of deaths to births, ſeems 
to ariſe from this: Many inhabitants of this pariſh early in 
life ſettle in Dundee; many go aboard merchantmen, may 
periſh by the dangers of the ſea, or be cafe into ſhips 

of war, and periſh by the hands of the enemy *. 


Vor. XIII. 8 Q 85 Aprieuttore 


* | The pariſh appears at no FI FE period to have been iel more po- 
pulous than at preſent. About the year 1660, the annual average of mar- 
riages was 5 of birtlis 26; and of deaths 14: So that whether a calculation 
de made from the marriages, W or _— the increaſe in popula- 


tion 
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Agriculture. —The ſubſiſtence of the people is chief y by 
_ agriculture. Of the 3510 acres of which the pariſh may 


conſiſt, 140 may be ſuppoſed in plantation, 400 in links, 


and 170 otherwiſe unarable. Of the remaining 3000 acres, 
the one half may be ſuppoſed in fallow, paſture, and green 
crops. Of the other half, nearly 100 may be ſuppoſed in 
wheat, and the reſt equally divided into oats and barley, 
Here the farms are generally extenſive. There are ten 
farms that rent between L. 99 and L. 200; two between 
L. 200 and L. 300; one between L. zoo and L. 400; one 
between L. 400 and L. 500; and one between L. 609 and 
L. 700. Below L. 99 of rent, there is no ground poſſeſſed 
by any farmer, properly ſo called. The other poſſeſſors of 
land are the 46 pendiclers, who are generally tradeſmen, 
and hold a few acres of a proprietor ; and the forty-two 
_ cottagers, who have each a houſe and an acre or two from 
a tenant. Here the means of improving land are embraced, 
and their good effects are viſible. Sea-weed cannot be 
found in ſufficient quantity on that part of the coaſt which 
belongs to this pariſh, to be of uſe as a manure. Marl 


alſo lies at too great a diſtance, as well as the dung of Dun- 


: dee, much to profit the farmer. There is, however, a- 
bundance of lime brought from the ſouth of Fife, and from 
north and ſouth Sunderland, in England, which i is landed 


tion muſt have been conſiderable. If A calculation be made from the 


births, the pariſh will be found to have increaſed in number 406, which 


is preciſely one-third of its preſent inhabitants. From the period now 
mentioned to the preſent time, the increaſe in population has been gra. 


dual. About the year 1 50, indeed, the annual average of births was 443 


put that of marriages was only 9; and ot deaths 15. Some years before 
1750 & malignant fever had raged, which ſent many to their graves 
The extraordinary number of births in the years which immediately fol- 
lowed, only filled up the breaches the fever had made. About the year 
7 760, the annual average of births was only 35, and that of deaths w #5 
18. The marriages are omitted in the record, 
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at the villages of Monifieth and the Faſt Fer; ; and of 
which about 6000 bolls of Wincheſter meaſure may be an- 
nually uſed in this pariſh as a manure. The crops in the 
lower part of the pariſh are very liberal; but thoſe in the 
upper part are leſs productive. The time of ſowing and 
reaping in the lower part, is much the ſame as in the eaſt 
of the Carſe of Gowrie, or the centre of Strathmore; but 
in the upper part is latter. Though a conſiderable quan- 
tity of grain be yearly exported from the villages of "Mo. 
nifieth and the Eaſt F erry, yet its price is W by 


the market at Dundee. 


G Sebdes a conſiderable ET IE of cattle fed on 


common paſture, there are between 300 and 400 fattened 
every ſummer in graſs encloſures, and about a fifth part of 
that number fattened by turnips in winter. A few ſheep 


paſture part of the links. 


Within the laſt 50 years, the agriculture of the pariſh 
has been much improved. It ought not to be omitted, 
that this was entirely owing to Mr Hunter, then proprie- 
tor of Grange, a gentleman whoſe name deſerves to be re- 


corded. Some years before 1750, he, firſt of this pariſh, be- 


gan to encloſe land, and between the years 1750 and 1752, 
to uſe lime as a manure. In the year 1753, be introduced 


the culture of turnips, and in the year following, that of 


potatoes. By fallow, dung and lime he prepared his grounds 


for the crop, and he ſowed them at the proper ſeaſon with 


grais-ſeeds, Now had his fields begun to aſſume a fairer 
ſurface and a ſofter mould; but ſtill their upleaſing form 
remained. The ridges were wide at one end, narrow at 
the other, and bent in various curvatures. They were 


ſoon rendered regular and ſtraight. His fields lay beſide 


the road to the pariſh church, and the pariſhioners, as they 


paſſed, beheld their beauty and e with wonder. 


Aria 
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What they beheld they imitated, and many ſoon ſaw with 
ſatisfaction their own fields covered with a fimilar beauty 
and fertility. The old Scottiſh ploughs were diſmiſſed 
apace ; and at preſent there is not one in the pariſh, The 
old Scottiſh plough improved, however, continues in ge- 
neral uſe. Azjfew of Small's newly invented make, have 
been introduced, but are found to ſucceed only in lands 


that are level and free from incumbrance. There is but 


one thraſhing machine in the pariſh, uſed on the largeſt 
farm. The other farmers employ men to thraſh out their 
grain, called lot-men, who generally reſide in the neigh. 
bourhood, and receive as wages the twenty-fifth boll of 
grain they thraſh out, with * and. A — TR 
ance for dinner. 


None can ever hope to ſee the agriculture of this pa- 


| riſh increaſed, but by a very ſmall part of the links. They 


muſt either be allowed to remain, as at preſent, in paſture; 
or be planted with trees. If they were planted, the roots 


of the trees would harden the ſoil, and prevent the en- 


croachment of the fea. An extenſive clump of firs plant- 


ed in the links of the neighbouring pariſh of Barrie has 


_ thriven well. If ſome plan of this fort be not adopted, 


the period perhaps, is not diſtant, when they will all be a- 
gain completely inundated. From the links between the 
lght-houſe and the village of Monifieth, (a ſpace of about 


2 miles,) within the laſt 40 yours, 4 the fea has ane up- 
wards of 50 acres. 


Fil -iee—Thi fiſheries of this pariſh are inconſiderable. 


The ſalmon fiſhings pay a yearly rent of no more than 
L. 130. Fifteen years ago, before any were ſent from this 
pariſh to London, they were ſold in the adjacent villages, 
and in Dundee at 14 d. the lb. Since that period, a pound 


of almon has not been fold under 4 d. At firſt fight, it 


would 
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ail be Kok perteficial to the ſalmon fiſhing, if a me- 
thod could be invented, by which the porpoiſes, or Gair 
fþ as they are called, which devour ſo many ſalmon, 
might be deſtroyed. But it is to be conſidered, that the 
f-ar of the porpoiſes forces the ſalmon nearer to land than 
they would otherwiſe be willing to come. If the porpoi- 
ſs were deſtroyed, the ſalmon would be ſafer; but the 
sher would catch leſs in his net. 7 

About 10 years ago, the white fiſhing o on Atte coaſt be- 
gan to decline. Soon after, the haddocks, which were 
caught in the greateſt abundance, totally left the coaſt. 
While they remained, they chiefly had given conſtant em- 
ployment to 3 large boats belonging to this pariſh, which 
earned annually, at an average, E. ioo each. The 3 boats 
are till retained, and frequent their old fiſhing grounds; 
but as they ſeldom catch any other kinds of fiſh than ſome 
cod and ling, or when any other kinds chance to be 
caught, as it is tn ſmall quantity, they afford a very ſcanty 
and precarious ſubſiſtence. Whether the haddocks were 
baniſhed by lack of proper food, or purſued by ſome: vo- 
racious enemy, it is the leſs important to inquire ; as they 
have now begun, in ſmall quantities, to reviſit our coaſts. 
A few ſmall ſhell fiſh might be found within the bounds 
of this pariſh, if one were at pains to gather them. Lob- 
ſters and crabs are caught in their greateſt perfection on 
this coaſt, in the pariſhes of Panbride and St Vigeans. 


ManufaFures.—There is little in this pariſh which de- 
ſerves the name of manufacture. There are only 38 wea- 
vers, who, as they at one time weave oſnaburghs, and at 
Mother time houſehold cloth, and are ſcattered over the 
pariſh, the quantity of cloth which they weave cannot ea- 
ily be aſcertained. But it muſt be very inconſiderable, 
3 ſeveral of them occupy a few acres of land, which re- 

| quires 


quires a portion of their time, There is an oil mill on the 
Dighty, which anuually extracts oil from 800 bolls of lint. 

| ſeed. A ſmall quantity of oil only! is uſed in the neigh. 
 bourhood, and is fold at 18. 3 d. a Scotch pint. The reg 
zs ſent to London. A ſmall quantity of oil duſt alfo is ſold 
in the neighbourhood between 6d. and 8d. a ſtone A. 
voirdupois, and is uſed in ſpring, before the riſing of the 

_ graſs, to increaſe the milk of cows, and to aſſiſt in foſter. 
ing calves. The reſt made up in cakes about 18 inches 
long, 5 broad, and 14 inch thick, are put into caſks and 
ſent to England, up the river Humber in Yorkſhire, ta 
fatten cattle. But though there be little in this parif 
which deſerves the name of manufacture, yet it is well 


encies of life. Befides the 38 weavers and 2 oil - miller 
there are 3 corn and 7 flax-millers, 1 fuller, 3 flax-dreſlers, 
4 gardeners, 10 tailors, 20 ſhoemakers, 9 blackſmiths, 8 

maſons, 13 wrights, 2 bakers, 3 brewers of ale, 9 ſeller 


there is on the Dighty a corn and fulling mill, together 
with a thread mill belonging to a manufaQtory in Dundee. 


fine falls of water, on which machinery might be erected, 


uſurpation of Cromwell, when the lands of the different 


which is leſs than an eighth part of the preſent rent“. 


494 Sftatiſtica! Account 


ſtored with thoſe who furniſh the neceſſaries and conveni. 


of drink, and 5 ſellers of ſmall wares. Beſide the oil mil, 


The Dighty, in its progreſs through this pariſh, affords many 
and by which manufactures might be greatly improved. 


Rent, Cc. — The preſent rent of the pariſh may be eſti 
mated at L. 3832: 2: 9. In the year 1656, during the 


counties in Scotland were valued for the purpoſe of un 
tion, the rent of this pariſh was preciſely L. 457 : 13: : 9; 
therefo 
which 
1651, t 


” 1 of k. Sabbat] 
The prices w_ proviſions, of the implements of . and 0 ion, 


bour are high. The * of 1 lib. butter, 10 d.; 1 lib. cheeſe, 45 
1 


Poor. 


| of Monifieth. . 


Por —The charity which this pariſh gives to the poor, 
v a branch of expenditure which does it honour. There is 


elected in the church every Sabbath throughout the year at | 


m average 7 5. 3 d. excluſive of the larger ſums collected at 
the time of the celebration of the ſacrament. Theſe col- 


lections, and a conſiderable ſum arifing from money at in- 


tereſt, with the lending of a hearſe and mortcloths, and the 
ktting ſome feats in the church, more than amply ſupply 
the necefſities of the 12 poor of late years commonly on 
de liſt, and of the two which the general dearth of laſt 
year has added v. Before the year 1678, ſeveral ſums had 

5 e e n 


3 lid. falmon, 6 d.; a hen, 18. 3 d.; dozen eggs, j d. The price of a pair 
of horſes is L. 52, 108.; harneſs, L. 3.38.3 a cart, L. 10, 10s ; a plough, | 
L2, 28.; a pair of harrows, L.1, 1s. The wages of a male ſervant a- 5 
year, are L. to; a female ſervant a-year, L. 4; a male reaper, L. 1. 45.3 
ſemale reaper, L. 1; a labourer a-day without board, 1s. 3 d. The pri- 
ces of proviſions, implements of huſbandry, and labour, have much increa- 
fed within the laſt 40 years. At the commencement of that period, the 
ptice of 1 1ib. butter was 44 d. 1 lib. cheeſe, 14 d.; 1 lib. ſalmon, 14 d.; 
2 hen, 4 d.; a dozen eggs, 1 d. The price of a pair of horſes was L. 103 
harneſs, 5's. ; cart, 10 s.; a plough, 9s.; a pair of harrows, | 2s. The 
wages of a male ſervant a-year, were L. 2, 283 a female · ſervant a- year, 
L. I, 6s.; a male reaper IIS. $d.; 3 2 female reaper, 10 s.; a labourer | 
a. lay without board, 6 4 | 

* tat the year 1 5 the uſual collection on Fabbaths was . d.; and on 
June 29. the ſame year, the fund of the poor amounted to no more than 
63. d. Theſe days afforded ſmall proviſion for the preſent exigence of 
the poor, and laid up little in ſtore againſt the ſeaſon of uncommon need. 
The cottagers gave to the maſters of whom they held their little hovels, 
al the children they needed as ſervants. The reſt found it often vain to 
apply to a trade, for almoſt every man was his own tradeſman, Away, 
therefore, they were ſent by the cravings of hunger, to beg that bread 
which they could not earn, and the poor preyed on the poor. Before 
1651, the times ſeem to have grown better; for the uſual collection on 
Sabbaths that year was 4, d.; and on Sabbath November 23, the pa- 
ee were able to collect L. 2, 5 8. for the ſupport of their brethren in 

: the 
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been bequeathed to the kirk. ſeſſion for the benefit of the 
poor; and the uſual collections on the Sabbaths had riſe 
to 8 d. an increaſe of preciſely 12 times in the ſpace of x 
century; from that to the preſent year 1793, the weekly 
collection has | increaſed nearly 11 times. The charity 
which the pariſh thus gives to the poor, is no doubt owing 
in a great meaſure to its increaſed opulence. It will not 
be ſappoſed, however repugnant to their liberality, that in 
common with many other pariſhes, they enjoy that uſejul 
inſtruction which a. church and two ſchools _y be —_—_ 


TT, to communicate. SHO 


"Oi Stipend, Heritors, Oc. The church, which i; 
fituated at the village of Monifieth, is an ancient building; 
but the period of its conſtruction is unknown. It muſt have 
been built before the æra of the Reformation, as on the L. 
end of it is a quire, in which maſs, in the days of Popery, 
was wont to be celebrated ., The church living, including 

ES F 


the priſon of Dundee, who had been taken captive by the Engliſh army 


under General Monk, as they paſſed through this pariſh to the ſiege of 
that city, and which ſum Mr John Barclay, the miniſter, and another 
| gentleman, were commilioned to carry. | 


* Tradition relates, that there were once at the ſame time four age 
in the pariſh; one at the Eaſt Ferry, where there is ſtill a, burying-place; 
- afecond on the banks of the Dighty, at the Miln of Balmoſſie, the founda- 
tion-ſtones of which were dug up by the preſent farmer; a third on that 
ſpot in the land Ethiebealin, which is {till called Chapel Dokie; and the 
fourth at Monifieth. The chapel at Monifieth, it is ſaid, being found 
likely to endure the longeſt, was made, as it continues at preſent, the 
_ pariſh church, and the reſt were ſhut, and ſuffered to decay but when 
this happened, tradition is altogether ſilent. Before the Reformation, 
Monifieth was annexed to the dioceſe of St Andrew's. In 1560, when 
Preſbyterianiſm was firſt eſtabliſhed in Scotland, its ſuperintendant was 
appointed to reſide in Brechin, After 1606, it belonged to the Preſbytery 
of Dundee, and 1 of . and Mearns. 
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i6 bolls of meal, 56 bolls of withey,. 8 bolls of wheat, 


1 455 : 6 : 8, a manſe, garden, and offices, 4 acres of glebe, 
and a right of paſturage, may be eſtimated at L. 147 a- year. 


The Hon. Mr Maule of Panmure 1s patron. Sir Alexan- 


der Ramſay of Balmain, Baronet, is the principal heritor. 
Beſides theſe two gentlemen, there are ſeven others wbo 


ue heritors None of the heritors are refident. 


Shook. —Of the two ſchools, one is ouronhint, Its ſalary 
of L.11 : 2: 257, the ſchool-houſe and garden, the emolu- 


ments ariſing from proclamations and baptiſms, L. 2 for the 
office of clerk to the kirk ſeſſion, and the fees, for teaching 


zo ſcholars, may yearly amount to L. 40. Here was Mr 
William Craighead, for ſeveral years ſchoolmaſter, a man 
whoſe treatiſe on arithmetic is not wholly unknown to the 

| lovers of that ſcience, and who died in 1763. The other 
ſchool was founded by the generoſity of Sir Alexander 
Ramſay in 1782, for the benefit of the upper part of the 
pariſh, He has endowed it with 2 acres of land, and a gar- 
den rent free, beſides an annuity of 2 bolls of meal; 20s. 
we given by the kirk- ſeſſion to the teacher, and theſe emo- 


luments, with the fees for 20 Shoes, may be worth L. 15 
&year. 


Chara@er of the People, Wwer—As their ſituation is ſo ſa- 


lubrious, that multitudes reſort every ſummer to the vil- 


lages of the Eaſt and Weſt Ferry for the benefit of ſea- 


bathing; as the employments of few are ſedentary; as the 
ground is no where marſhy ; as the acceſs to coals is eaſy ; 
they are generally healthy. But it is of more importance 
to charaQterize the minds than the bodies of a people; it is 


of more importance to be told, that within the laſt 80 or 


90 years, this pariſh has increaſed as much in religion and 


Vor. XIII. | == „ Morals, 
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morals, a8 in the arts of life. The kirk feſflon regifes il. 
ſorms us, tliat from 1676 t6 £510, a period of 33 yau, 

during the miniſtry of Mr John Dethpſicr, the laſt Epic. 
pal cletgythan ät Mohifieth, ad from whom the preſent 
Mr Dempſter of Dunnichen, 15 well known for his f. 
_ Ariotiſm is deſcended, the ſtricteſt church diſcipline was ch. 
ſerved. From among the tiimerons proprietors, whe then 
ſhared the land; of the pariſh, but whoſe race have all long 
ſince left the poſſeſſions of their fathers, and are gone, he ſeled. 
ed Teven elders to watch over the morals of the people, and 
the fame number of deacons from among the tehsntty, t 
Watch over the ſtate of the poor. Great was then the need for 
inſpecting parochial conduct. Little regard was paid to the 
Sabbaths. On theſe days ſome were occaſionally convicted 
of having fiſhed with the rod or the net. Scarcely was there 
a Sabbath on which Tome delinquent was not juſtly and pu- 
blicly reproved ; and it was Teen neceſſary, after public 
| worſhip was finiſhed, to ſend a committee of the kirk- 
ſeſſion to perluſtrate the inns of the pariſh. By degree 
decency and devotion began to reign. The pious exhorts 
tions and worthy example of Mr Dempſter and his kick. 
ſeſſion were long remembered and imitated, after death 
had ſtilled their voices, and withdrawn their preſence. At 
this day the pariſhioners attend the church with the utmolt 
regularity and gravenels of deportment ; and they are ex. 
tremely ſteady in their religious principles. About two 
years ago, the ſeQs called Burgher and Antiburgher built 
each a conventicle in this vicinity; but they are thinly at- 
tended, andhave not been able to gain over from this pariſh 
more proſelytes than 2c, of whom 15 are Burghers, and 5 
Antiburghers. There are only two other ſeQaries in the pt 
riſh, the one an Independent, and the other a Methodiſt. But 
the inhabitants of this pariſh are not only regular and decent 
88 | os in 
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in their attendance on church, ſteady in their religious princi- 
ples, but diſtinguiſhed for their induſtry and ſobriety. Sue- 
cefsful diligence has given to ſeyeral the bleſſings of mode- 
rate wealth; and laborious exertion has been able to baniſh 
from the dwellings of all, ſave the 14 poor on the fund, the 
weetchednels| of abject poverty. Since the beginning of 
the preſent century, none in this pariſh has deprived him- 
elf of life, been deprived of it by the law, or been doomed 
to exile. T e . 


\ 


in a plain on the banks of the Fay, The ruins of the 
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NUMBER XXXI. 


UNITED PARISHES or Sr MARTIN'S 
any CAMBUSMICHAEL, 


(Cooxrr or PerTH, SrNoD or „ PentTY AND STIRLIXG, 
- PRESBYTERY OF Perth). 


By the Rev. My Darm Baff. 


| Name Extent, Situation, Surface Soil, Ge. 


T H E 8 E two pariſhes were united above 100 years 
ago, and take their names from the two ſaints to 
whom they were dedicated. Cambus in the Gaelic lan- 
guage, ſignifies a low plain, and is deſcriptive of the ſitua. 
tion of the old pariſh church of Cambuſmichael, as it lies 


church of Cambuſmichael ſtill remain, but the name 0 
that pariſh is loſt in that of St Martin's, which now forms 
the deſignation of both pariſhes. It extends from the banks 
of the Tay, about 4 miles to the Eaſt, forming an oblong 


ſquare, ſcarcely a mile in breadth. It is ſituated about 5 


miles N. from the town of Perth, and 5 W. from Cupar 
of Angus, This pariſh Ves conſiderably elevated above 


the Tay; and though me grounds are not hilly, they are 
prett 
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petty Fe diverſified by as and declivities, covered 


in many places by plantations of Scotch firs, befides ſeveral | 
coppice woods on the banks of the Tay. The ſoil in ge- 


neral is a black mould with a till bottom, ſeems originally 


to have been taken from moor, but is now moſtly all cul- 


tivated and improved. The grounds near the banks of the 
river are better, and have a gravelly bottom. The climate 
is good, and the air ſalubrious. The inhabitants in general 


Ive to an advanced old age. Conſumptions and rheuma- 


tiſms, ſeem to be the moſt prevalent diſeaſes of the country 
people, and ariſe probably from the dampneſs of their houſes, 
and the ſcarcity of fuel, having little elſe but coals, which 
they mul bring from Perth. 


Rivers, Hills, M Waal. Ja are ſeveral rivulets in the 
pariſh, which are ſerviceable for corn and lint mills, but no 


rivers of any importance, except the Tay which bounds it 


on the Weſt, and is valuable for its ſalmon-fiſhings. There 


are no public ferries on the river in this pariſh. There are 


n hills of any note here; nor are there any minerals worth 


mentioning, except limeſtone and rock marl, near the banks 
of the Tay. Freeſtone quarries are found almoſt every 
n throu gh the n 


"Antiquities There are plain veſtiges of a Roman road 


leading from Bertha through a part of this pariſh, and run- 


ning eaſtward paſt Berry hills, Dritchmuir, and Byres, to- 
wards the pariſh of Cargill. Several Druidical temples 


are obſervable, but no tumuli. 


Population.— According to Dr Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls in 1755 was 1083; of whom 4 were Pa- 
piſts. About 30 years ago there were 800 examinable per- 


ſons above 10 years of age in this pariſh, and the popula- 
tion 
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5 FIR his not increaſed ſince that i owing to x the d 
molition of ſeveral villages occupied by many little Pend; 

clers, who had their lands run-rig, which are now let t 
fewer tenants, in larger farms, and which has tended much 
if not to the increaſe of the Population, certainly to th 
improvement of the country. There are in the pariſ 
about 200 weavers, 12 carpenters, 3 ſmiths, 20 maſons, 1 
tailors, 6 ſhoemakers, a good many employed about the 
corn and lint mills, and the remainder occupied in thi 
purpoſes of agriculture. The average number for 4 yea 


preceding this date, of baptiſms is 26, and of maniugl 
bor ine ſame period is 10. No regiſter of deaths is keye. Wl t 
Hiritors Rent, Oc. There are 9 heritors, of whom = * 
3 are reſident in the pariſh. The valued rent is L. 3268, 178 42 f 
Scotch. The real rent about 30 years ago was L. 10514 "nh 
14 8. 4 d. Scots, but is ao. at leaſt tripled, by the great * 4 
improvements made upon his eſtate by Mr Macdonald i iche 
St Martin's, the principal heritor, who is employed in build! hüllt 
ing a handſome manfion-houfe for his family. The rent Tue! 
are paid very punctually. The people are in a thriving con ern 
dition, and in general very well ages, 8 
Char ate or. of the People. —They are generally decent, in choc 
auftieus, and humane, regular in their attendance on ordi- baue 
nances of religion, and much more ſhowy in their dreſs ed, 


and expenſive in their living, than they were 12 years 290. 
| Ther e are few OT no diflenters of any denomination among eypt 
5 them, and theſe only of the more ignorant and inferior Bag 
claſſes. Upon the whole, they ſeem well contented with ligto 
their different fituations, and enjoy in a ræaſonable degree 
the comforts and advantages of ſaciety. 


Kate 


gute if bo Piep There i are at preſent 8 bit the pbefs 


jigs money, by the ititereſt of a ſtock cf L. 200, and by 
he rent of the Tefits in the comifiunion-tables, eben ging to 
he Kirk-ſeſſion. The funds are managed by the heritors 


elment fince the yeat 1 783. ; 


Church, Stipents We The church of St Martin's is the 
ily place of public worſhip in the pariſh. It was new 


The ſtipend is tc00 pounds Scots, of which there are 44 
bolls of victual valued at 6 pounds the boll, with 2 glebes, 


built in the year 1792, and is à large commodious houſe. 
The preſent ineumbent was preſented by the Crown. Lord 
dtormont i3 res. ane to have the Viee patronage. 


houſe, ſchool-houſe and garden. The ſchool is well attend- 


guage, and all of them are taught the firſt principles of re- 
lgion, The ſchoolmaſter is alſo ſeſſion-clerk, with a ſmall 
falary, 7 = | 


Agriculture, Cc. The pariſh produces wheat, barley, 
oats, and peaſe ; and flax is cultivated in ſuch coniiderable 
quantity, that no family, and ſcarce any ſervant, wants a 
I ſhare 


of $ Mort. 5 


i; beſides ſeveral others that get cecafiotial chatity. They 
ite ſupported by the daily collections, mortcloth and mar- 


id Eirk-ſefioh, and there has been no 3 for any aſ- 


built in 1776, and does credit to the heritors in being neat- 
ly fitted up for the accommodation of the pariſhioners. 


me at St Martin's of about ) acres, the other at Cambuſ- 
michael of about 4 acres. The manſe at St Martin's was 


$:boo?.—There is one anbei ſchool in the pariſh. The 
ſchoolmaſter has , 00 pounds Scotch of ſalary, with a free 


ed. There are alſo two private ſchools, in the diſtant parts 
vf the pariſh. The children are taught to read, write, and 
eypher. Some of them learn the elements of the Latin lan- 


. C7 
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„ Statiflical Account 


ſhare of that uſeful commodity. Agriculture is much in. Wl Pri 
proved of late years here, and graf- ſeeds, turnips, and po- Gays 5 
tatoes are generally cultivated by the farmers. Lime brought mth | 
from Perth is the manure made uſe of. There are a go-d carpeT 
many encloſures in the pariſh. Carts, ploughs, and other . 
labouring utenſils, are made after the moſt approved mo- | gets 
dels. The labour is performed entirely by horſes, and male 
few cattle of any kind are reared, excepting ſome cows, | 
Our beſt arable grounds rent at about 25 s. the acre, inferior Ms 
or outfield at 10s. We have ſome farms rented at L. 1 0, lar, 
but the general average rent is from L. 20 to L 30. The —_ 
number of farms is diminiſhing, as the proprietors are find- lian 
ing their advantage in aboliſhing pendicles, and conver- 
ting them into larger farms. The pariſh not only ſupplies | A 
Itſelf with proviſions, but diſpoſes of a conſiderable quan- 58 
tity of grain, particularly barley, to the breweries and dif- PP 
tilleries about Perth. About 20 years ago there was ſcarcely 
any wheat, now we have about 40 or Fo acres yearly. Th 
Wheat is generally ſown in Sehtember, and reaped in Sep- 711. 
tember following. Oats are ſown in March, and reaped in Regi 
September. Barley is ſown in May, and reaped in the end 1 
of Auguſt. Flax is ſown in May, and reaped in Augull. | 
j | | | . 1 The 


Roads. — The turnpike road from Perth to Cupar of T 
Angus, paſſes through the ſouth fide of this parith ; and And 
there is another turnpike road in contemplation from Perth anot] 


to Blairgowrie, which is to paſs through the weſt end ol ai 
the pariſh. Turnpike roads are now, contrary to former SON 
| prejudice, looked on by the country people, as a very great mic] 
advantage to trade and agriculture. The ſtatute labour 1s ther 
commuted, and is now employed on the croſs roads, to much me 
greater advantage than when it was exacted in Kind. 5 
e ee 5 | | Wit 

Price may 


day, without victuals, but in harveſt he has at leaſt x5. 
carpenters 1 8. 6d; tailors 1s; weavers from 18. 6d. to 


gets from L.9 to L. 12 a- year, — his e Fe- 


nale ſervants 8 L. 30 to L. 155 
8 


cken The grone manufaQture of 1 this KY is 


hitants. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages —Trs vicinity to Perth, 
ſeems to be the principal advantage which this pariſh en- 


which it labours. 


— 


1911, was ſent to Sir John Sinclair, by Dr WILLIAd W RIGHT of 
* Regiſter Street. Though it does not contain any information of much 
importance, yet it is thought proper to preſerve it in this publication, as 
a ne 1 one 7728 the moſt ancient e accounts now extant. 


The Paroch of Saint Martines lies in the Shire and Preſbyrre of Perth. 


There are two wel paroches, Campſmichael in the Dioceſfs of St 
Andrew's, a church belonging to tne Abbacy of Scone, where there is 


rth another little chapple beſide the church in the ſame church-yeard, both 


] of now ruinous. And the church of St Martines, where the cure 1s only 
| now ſerved, lying within the, Dioceſs of Dunkelden, being a menfal 
church of the Abbey of Haly-rood-houſe. The King is patron of Campſ- 
Feat michael paroch, and the Viſcount of Stormonth is titular of the tithes 


r 1s there. The biſhop of Edinburgh is titular of the tithes of St Martines, and 


uch patron of that church. The ſtipend amounts to four chalders of victual, 
two part meal, and third part bear, with four hundred pounds Scots, in 
money. And for the ſmall viccarage tithes, which are valued, together 
with fifty merks for the communion-elements, with two gleebs and a 
rice mans. | 


Vol. XIII. . 


The 


of St Martin u. = Jos 
Price of Labour.— A day. Iabourer has generally IS. a- 
with victuals. Maſons earn from 1s. 8 d. to 2 8. a- day; * 


13. A labouring man-ſervant, qualified to hold the plough, 


fax, which in raiſing, ſpinning, weaving, and bleaching it, 
occupies the labour of a conſiderable number of che inha- 
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joys; and want of fuel the greatell Ong under 


The following 1 account of the pariſh of St Martin's, drawn up in 
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506 | Statiſtical Account 


The miniſters ſucceſſively ſince the Reformation were firſt, Thomas 
| Strachan, a ſon of the Laird of Thorntoun's in the Mearns, chief of that 
name, who before had been a monk in the Abbacy of Scone, and after 
| became miniſter of the ſaids paroches, and As 3 vices in the faids 
. churches, and died miniſter there. | 
To him ſucceeded Mr John Strachan his ſon, who 1 was famous for his 

{kill in phyſick, and who died miniſter there. | 
After him ſucceeded Mr Thomas Strachan his ſon, who after his return 
from his travels, when he had waited upon the Earl of Kinnowel, his 
ſon as his governour for the ſpace of three yeares, became conjunct with 
his father, and died miniſter there, in the year 1671. | 
© After him ſucceeded Mr Patrick Strachan profeſſor of Philoſophy, firſt 
in the old town College of Aberdeen, and afterwards in the old College 
of St Andrew's, a man very famons for his learning ; he died there mini. 
ſter alſo. Afterwards ſucceeded Mr James Inglis, who after he had 
| ſerved ſometime there, was depoſed by the biſhop of Dunkelden for erro- 
neous doctrine, and immoralities in his life. To him ſucceeded Mr 
Thomas Strachan, ſon to the above-named Mr Thomas Strachan, who had 
been miniſter there, where he continued till the Revolution, and was 
deprived by the Scots council, in the year 1688, when the Epiſcopal 
church was overturned and deſtroyed. After this, the foreſaid Mr James 
| Inglis, notwithſtanding of his depoſition, without any call, turned Preſbyte- 
rian, and took poſſeſſion of the ſaid church, from which he was afterward 


tranſported to Burnt Iſland in Fife, and in a litle depoſed by the Preſbyte- 
rians themſelves. And then to him ſucceeded Mr George Jamiſon, who 


was depoſed for adultery, by the Syned of Stirling, in the year 1710. 

| There are no mortifications in the ſaids paroches, and the ſchoolmaſter 
has only one hundred merks by a voluntary condeſcention of the heretors 
ſettled on him. 13 

The moſt conſiderable heretors, are, the Viſcount of. Stormoath; Sir 
Lawrence Mercer of Ady, Mr John Balnaves of Friartown, Mr James 
Murray of Inchmurray, John Mitchel of Byres, who have all good 
mannor houſes, eſpecially Ady, Inchmurray, and Byres, who have 
likeways their burial places in the ſaid two churches. 

The houſe of Inchmurry, formerly called Kirkland, was built of old by 
the Abbot of Halyroodhouſe for his accommodation when he came to that 
countrie, and was formerly the miniſter's manſs, till afterwards, that 
houſe and a gleeb he had adjacent thereto, were exchanged for a gleeb and 


a piece of ground to build a manſs upon, by an excambion made betwixt 
James Hay of Kirkland, and Mr John Strachan, formerly mentioned, mi- 


niſter there, 


(Cor 


So 


NUMBER XXXI.. 
PARISH or K ILTARLEITY 


(Coun « or Wyravxss, Sr or Monzar, PRESBY- 
| Tx OF INVERNESS.) 1 85 


| By the Rev. Mr Join FRasER. 


cy cas qo CT IWR 


Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, &c. 


ILTARLITY conſiſts of two united pariſhes, Con- 
vent or Conveth and Kiltarlity ; but how early theſe 
pariſhes have been united, is not known. Convent or 
Conveth is a vicarage, depending on the priory of Beauly. 
Conveth, (in Gaelic Conn-Cheathach, a ravenous animal), 
has, according to tradition, received its name from ſome 
extraordinary reptile or ſerpent, which infeſted this diſtrict, 
and had proved fatal to ſome of the inhabitants. But from 
ſome old records in this country, it appears, that there was 
originally a convent in this pariſh, or ſmall glen; and there- 
fore it is much more probable that it got the name of Glen- 
convent, or pariſh of Convent, from this circumitance. 
Kiltarlity is a parſonage dedicated to St Thalargus. Kz/, 
in Latin Cella, n. meant the cell or place appropri- 
ated 
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| Kil tarlity, this pariſh, in the line of the road, 1s upwards 


58 © Statiftical Account 1 


ated to the worſhip of a ſaint. But as there was always x 
ſmall portion of ground around ſuch a place of worſhip, 

which was conſidered as conſecrated, and uſed for varying 
| thoſe who died in the peace of the church, the word 4; 
or cille came in proceſs of time to fignify a burial-place, 
which is now the common meaning of the word in the Gae. 
lic language *. 

From the various widdlings of the road paſſing dra 


of 40 miles long; but in a ſtraight line, it is at leaſt 30 mea- 
ſured miles from the N. E. to the N. W. At an average, 
it is ſuppoſed to be at leaſt 6 miles broad: thus containing 
180 ſquare miles, or 91,638 Scotch acres. Of this extent, 
there may probably be a zoth part arable, or 30544 acres, 
all under corn and potatoes, excepting a few acres under tur- 
nip and ſown graſs. The ſame number of acres, or rather 
more, may be under meadow-graſs. The remainder is un- 
der wood and heath. The church and manſe are ſituated 
within three meaſured miles of the eaſt end of the pariſh. 
Eaſtward of the church, the north fide of the pariſh is pret- 
ty level ; but the ſouth fide is high ground, moſtly covered 
with wood and heath, excepting a ſmall piece of culti- 
vated ground, called Clunes, ſignifying, in Gaelic, the 
gradual declivity of a hill, and poſſeſſed at preſent by 
about 12 ſmall tenants. Clunes is near the very height 
of the ground, with 'a ſouth expoſure. To the welt 
of the manſe, the pariſh is interſected by 4 ſmall burns, 
which run from the S. S. W. and W. ſo that this 
t of the pariſh is divided into 4 different ridges ; 

| three 


* I ſuppoſe Cille to be derived from the Latin, Cella, after the introduc- 
tion of Chriſtianity into this country, and that the Latin term Cella is de- 


rived from the Gaelic word Cuile, hgnifying a corner, or place of retire- 
elt. | 


een 


hounds the pariſh here on the N. W. Theſe ridges gradu- 
ly aſcend for near two miles; and near the very ſum- 
mit of the whole four, there is at preſent ſome cultivated 


glen, called Glen- convent, or pariſh of Convent or Con- 


Small ſpots of cultivated ground are interſperſed through 


glen is ſome excellent paſture for cattle. The lower part 


ſouth of this glen lies the place of Cuddieraſh, which is 
covered with bruſhwood. In this place, which is detached 


very bad road, from the parochial ſchool, it ſeems to be a 


* But theſe ridges ſeem to have been wholly cultivated in ſome former 
period, though now covered with ſhort heath, and very barren : for here 
one ſees many hundred heaps or ſmall carns of ſtones, placed irregularly 
over the whole ground. Theſe are unqueſtionably the ſtones which our 


by the wolf, and Britiſh tiger, or wild cat, our progenitors lived by 
hunting, and by cultivating ſmall portions of the higher grounds. The 
preſent inhabitants, of the higher parts of this pariſh, throw the ſtones 


me form with thoſe deſcribed in theſe barren moors, 


kree of them lying between theſe burns, and the fourth | 
between one of theſe rivulets and the river Beauly, which 


ground “. Of the foreſaid burns, that of Belladrum lies 
fartheſt to the ſouth ; and on this burn, about a meaſured | 
mile due ſouth of the church, is fituated the ſmall beautiful 


veth. A. gentle declivity on the north fide of this glen is 
covered with birch, alder, hazel, and ſome planted firs. 


the birch wood, which forms a beautiful landſcape. In this 
of this narrow ſtrath is a good rich deep ſoil ; what lies 
higher is a light thin ſharp ſoil; and in fayourable ſeaſons 


produces very good crops of Scotch bear and oats. To the 


the higheſt ground in culture in all this country; ſouth-eaſt _ 
of the ſame glen lies Caplach, ſignifying in Gaelic a moſs, 


from the reſt of the pariſh, there is a conſiderable number 
of families; and as it is at the diſtance of about 3 miles of 


very proper ſtation for a ſociety-ſchool. There is a davoch 
EN | N . 


forefathers took out of theſe barren moors in cultivating them. When the 
neighbouring low grounds were wholly covered with wood, and infeſted 


they take out of their fields in irregular heaps over them, in the very 
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| Chiſholms has his ſeat. 
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of land belonging to this pariſh, about 7 meaſured miles to 
the W. of the church, on the N fide of the river Bean. 
ly, called the Davoch of Erchleſs, where the chief of the 
This Davoch almoſt interſects the 

neighbouring pariſh of Kilmorack. The farm round the 
Chiſholm's ſeat lies well, and is ſuppoſed to be one of the 
molt fertile ſpots in the pariſh. Ercbleſs, in Gaelic Faar- 
ghlais, the name of the Chiſholm's ſeat, ſignifies a piece of 
ground, forming the ſegment of a circle, ſituated by the 
river Glaſs. Above the place of Erchleſs, the river Farrar, 
coming from the N. W. falls into the river Glaſs, which 
runs from the S. W. The land lying on both fides of the ri. 
ver Glaſs forms Strath-glaſs, or the Chiſholm's lands. The 

ſouth ſide of ſaid river only belongs to this pariſh. In this 
Strath there is not much corn raiſed ; but there is a great 
deal of good paſture for black cattle, ſheep, and goats. 
What lies of the pariſh to the ſouth of Strath- glaſs, i is very 
high ground, all covered with RF, and 1 fit for paſlu- 
ring ſheep and goats. 


| Climate —The -Eitnare is reckoned very ſalubrious. 
There is much leſs rain in the lower end of this pariſh than 
in Strath-glaſs : For on the eaſt end of the pariſh the Strath 


on both ſides of the Beauly is about 3 or 4 miles broad; ſo 


that this part of the country lies at ſome diftance from the 
neighbouring high mountains. Thus the clouds that break on 
the Strath-glaſs mountains, and fall down in heavy ſhowers 
in this narrow valley, are often ſpent before they come to 
the lower end of the pariſh. But the inhabitants of Strath- 


glaſs ſeem to be UN. as healthy a5 any people in the pa- 
riſh *. 
Hills, 


* The moſt prevalent diſeaſes are inflammatory fevers, coughs, aſthmas, 


dyſenteries, and nme, owing chiefly to cold. There have been 


ſeveral 
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Hills, Rocks, Rivers, Tacks—By far the greateſt part of 
this pariſh conſiſts of mountains and rugged rocks. But 
aur mountains are not ſo high as in the neighbouring pa- 


nin of Kilmorack. The greateſt part of them afford pretty 
good paſture for ſheep and goats. The principal rocks are 
thoſe of Mayne, about 5 meaſured miles weſtward of the 


church, by the S. fide of the river Beauly. Here are three | 


farmer villages, conſiſting of a few houſes, called Eaſt, 


Weſt, and Mid Mayne“. The principal river is that of 
Beauly, abounding with ſalmon, and different kinds of 


trout. The fiſhing of this river is ſet to a Company in 


perth at L. 631 Sterling a- year. The ſalmon fetch on the 
ſpot 3 d. the Ib.; ſome years ago they ſold for 1d. They 
are in ſeaſon from February till the end of Auguſt. The 
Beauly is reckoned one of the beſt angling rivers in the 
north, or perhaps in Scotland. Some gentlemen in this neigh- 
bourhood have been known to fiſh with the rod on this 


river from 12 to 18 ſalmon in the courſe of 5 or 6 hours. 


About 2 meaſured miles N. W. of the church, there is a 


conſiderable fall on the Beauly, called the Red Linn. In 


the pool below this fall, at ſome ſeaſons of the year, many 
hundred ſalmon are ſeen conſtantly attempting to get up 


the fall; and when the fiſh are in full vigour, they leap an 


amazin 8 | 


ſeveral inſtances of eo who Hed of bilions complaints, jaundice, 


and Cropſy, for ſome years paſt. I judge this to be ow ing in a great mea- | 


ſure to the quantity of ſpirits drunk by the common People of this pa. 
rich, in their diſtilleries and dram-houſes, 


** Mayne: in Gaelic, ſignifies a mine, or ſome metallic ore formerly dif. 
covered in the rocks of Mayne. If fo, this diſcovery has been loft, as no 
mine of any kind has been found or wrought here in the memory of man; 
nowever, by a proper tearch, this mine might {till be Gifcovered, and per- 
laps prove a valuable acquiſition to the proprietor, 
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amazing diſtance . Again, in attempting to get up the 
Fall, ſome of the fiſh are driven back by the ſtrength of 
the current, and thus fall partly in the pool below, and partly 
on the rock, which is almoſt level with the water on both 
ſides of the pool. The country people formerly uſed to 


place ſome branches of trees on this rock, along the edge 


of the water, to prevent the fiſh which fell on the rock 
5 from getting again into the water, and by this ſimple con- 
tri vance frequently caught from 8 to 12 fiſh in a night 4, 


A very ſmall proportion of the fiſh of this river is ſold in | 


the country, In ſummer and autumn, the Beauly and 
Glaſs, by overflowing their banks, do much damage to the 
natural hay and corn growing by the ſides of theſe rivers. 
Near Erchleſs, the Chiſholm's ſeat, the river Farrar run- 
ning from the N. W. falls into the Glaſs, and theſe two 
ſtreams united form the Beauly. Five or ſix miles above 
Erchleſs, the river Cannich coming alſo from the N. W. 
falls into the Glaſs; and ſome miles above this, the water 
of Deathac, running from the S. W. joins the ſame river. 
On the Cannich and Glaſs, large logs of timber are float- 
ed 


* On this pool J have ſeen ſome of the neighbouring inhabitants fiſh, by 
landing on the rock above it, with a long pole. On one end of this pole 
are fixed three large hooks joined together, and turned back to back. The 
perſon who fiſhes with the pole, dips it in the pool, and after waiting for 
about half a minute, draws it up with a jerk, and generally hooks a fiſh by 
ſame part of his body. | | 


n 1 am alſo informed, that the late Lord Lovat, by way *of amuſing 
himſelf on ſome occaſions, cauſed a ſmall boiler full of water to be placed 
over a fire on this rock, and that ſome of the fiſh, in attempting to get up 
the fall, being driven back by the current, fell often into the ſaid boiler. 
A fiſh caught and boiled in this manner was ſometimes ſerved up to din- 
ner; ſo that his Lordſhip often ſurprized ſtrangers by telling them, that 
the fiſh now before them had leaped out of the Beauly into the very pot 
in which it was boiled; and hringing them ſometimes to the fpot, what 
he gave out was confirmed by ocular demonſtration. 


2 


Fl fr 
with 
gettin 
the e 


are o 
vers 
killec 
nver 
the h 
25 0 
are { 
and : 
deep 
abou 
is lod 
whic 
It 1s 
Fou 
abou 


na 


the 


f 


of Kiltarlity. | 5 513 


ad from the Chiſholm's woods. All theſe rivers abound 
with trout and ſome ſalmon. The ſalmon are kept from 
getting up this length by the cruives on the Beauly, till 
the end of Auguſt, when the fiſhing ſtops, and the erui ves 


are opened. Then thouſands of them get up to theſe ri- g 
yers to ſpawn, and not a few of them are at that time 
killed by the Strath-glaſs people, by fiſhing on the ſaid 


rivers with ſpears and torches in the night- time. Among 
the hills that run along the S. ſide of the pariſh, which, for 
25 miles in length, occupy more than + of the breath, there 
are ſeveral moſſes, ſome of them of conſiderable extent, 
and about 9 or 10 ſmall lakes of freſh water, fituated in 
deep hollow glens between theſe hills. Eight of ſaid lochs 
abound with different kinds of trout. The largeſt of theſe 
is loch Bruiach, with a ſmall iſland in the middle of it, 


which lies about 3 meaſured miles S. W. of the church. 


lt is about a mile and a half long, and near a mile broad. 


Four different kinds of black trout are found in it. It alſo 
abounds with a great number of the fineſt char found in 


any loch in Scotland. This fiſh is about the fize of a her- 
ring, and called, in Gaelic, © tarr-dhiargan,” or the © fiſh 
„with the red belly.” Loch Neattie lies within leſs than 


a mile N. W. of the former, and is about a meaſured mile 


long. In this loch is found a very black trout, from 10 
inches to a foot long; it alſo abounds with very large 
pike. Loch Gorm lies 24 miles S. W. of Loch Bruiach ; 


it is only about a mile in circumference, but the beſt fiſhing 
loch in the pariſh. It is repleniſhed with a very fine white 


trout, about 10 inches long, but very thick in proportion, 
and highly delicious. EY 


Mood. There are upwards of 1200 acres under planted 


fir in this pariſh ; four times as much, or 48co acres under 
natural wood, as fir, oak, birch, alder, haze], &c. Major 


Vol. XIII. 8 » Fraſer 
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_ Fraſer of Belladrum, one of the deriters has been planting 


| lerik into this North countty. Many of his lerches near 
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for upwards of 30 years paſt. He has ſucceſsfully intro. 
duced moſt of the different trees planted for uſe or orna. 
ment in Great Britain. All his plantations are in a very 
' thriving ſtare; ſome of them of a conſiderable ſize, and fit 
for uſe. He was the very firſt perſon who introduced the! 


his houſe are of a great ſize. This is found to be a very 

hardy tree, having this fingular advantage, that it ſeems to 
advance faſter than any other that has as yet been introdu- 

ced into this country, and thrives almoſt in any ſoil, or in 

any ſituation; and its wood is ſappoſed to be equally valuable 
with moſt other cles of the . for n 8) and ſome 
: ner uſes. ; 


Birds, POPY We have all the land birds that are in 

the neighbouring pariſh of Kirkhill, and which have been 
formerly deſeribed, only this pariſh abounds much more 
with moor fowl and black game than Kirkhill. We have | 
alſo ſome ptarmagans, though not in ſuch numbers as they 
are to be found on the tops of the high mountains in the 
neighbouring pariſh of Kilmorack. In the higher parts of 
this pariſh a great number of ravens neſtle among the rocks. 
The large blue hawk, abour the fize of a common hen, 
neſtles in the rocks of Mayne. This is one of the moſt raven- 
ous birds in this country: though not ſo ſtrong as the eagle, 
it is much more flerce and agile; and when the eagle and 
this bird fight; the former is commonly worſted. We have 
alſo two different ſpecies of glede, or kite, which breed in 
this pariſh. The caperkaily, or king of the wood, faid to 
be a ſpecies of wild turkey, was formerly a native of this 
pariſh, and bred in the woods of Strath-glaſs : one of theſe | 
birds was killed about 50 er 60 Towns ago, 1n the church- 


yard of Kiltarlity. 
Ot 


n theſe united pariſhes may be about 3016. They are of 
frner, have for ſome years paſt greatly improved tneir 


uite ſo large as the Fifeſhire cattle, they are much hardier 


breed from England; 400 or 500 more are conſiderably 
karger than the common breed of this country: the reſt are 


number of goats is about 429. There were formerly many 
the gentlemen have begun to encloſe their h unds and to 
plant, ſheep and goats have in a great meature been baniſh- 
ed from the lower end of the pariſh. There m#y be about 


119 horſes of different ſizes, but in general they are ſmall. 


Population — The return to Dr Webſter, between 49 and 
50 years ago, was 1964 ſouls, 402 of whom were Papiits. 


ſouls in theſe united pariſhes was 2495 : 


Males, 


Of wild animals, hares are very numerous, owing to 
the abundance of cover they have among the woods, and in 
the broom, with which ſhrubs the lower end of this pariſh 
abounds, We have aiio many foxes, otters, and polecats; 
ſome mountain hares, and a few wild cats; the latt are not 
ſo numerous now as formerly. The number of black cattle 


various ſizes, but in general ſomewhat larger than the old 
lighland breed. Some of the proprietors, and a gentleman 
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breed of cattle. Major Fraſer of Belladrum is ſuppoſed to 
have the beſt breed of cows in this country; though not 


nd handſomer ; and when fold, commonly fetch from L. 6 


to L. 9 Sterling each cow. The number of ſheep may 
de about 5226. About 200 of theſe are of an excellent 


of the old Scotch ſheep, ſmall ſized, with ſhort wool. The 


more ſheep and goats in this pariſh than at preſent. Since 


By an exact ſurvey in Septembei 1793, the number of 
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= Males, >: 1139 
Females, 1356 
Souls below the age of 
. 
Perſons above q, or ex- 
aminable, 1803 
Males below g, 2336 


Females below the ſame 

—— 
Examinable males, 803 
Examinable females, 1000 


Proteſtant ſouls, - 2009 
Pro eſtants below 9, 539 


| Ditto above 9, | or EXA- | 
minable, 
Male Proteſtants below 


8 - 274 
Female ditto, . = 2655 
Proteſtant males, exa- - 
-minable, '_. '- 656 

Proteftant families, dit- 
ENTS 814 


| There are 392 married couples; 19 widowers; 99 wi. 

dows; 167 male-ſervants ; 177 female ditto; 12 tailors; 
22 weavers; 7 wrights; 7 ſhoemakers; 7 millers; 10 
imiths; 6 maſons; 4 chapmen, or ſmall merchants ; 4 
gardeners z 5 overſeers; 3 drivers; 3 ſchoolmaſters; 1 
catechiſt; 2 ſtudents in divinity, tutors in two diffe- 
rent families; and 13 apprentices to different trades. The 
reaſon for the great increaſe in the population of this pa- 
riſh, is principally the hill improvements that have been 
carried on within the ſaid period. The gentlemen have 
greatly enlarged their own farms, while the ſmall farmers 
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Catholicks below 9g, 15, 
Examinable Catholicks, 333 


356 


1470 


Small crofrers, pay ing 


EE, TC. 69 


Catholick ſouls, — 486 


Catholick males below 9, 62 


Females below the ſame 
, eee 
Male Catholicks above 
9, or examinable, 14) 55 
Female ditto, - 186 4 
Families, or inhabited wa 
houſ es, 562 cal: 
Great farmers, inclu- L. 
ding 5 proprietors, - 6 St. 
Small tenants, 202 the 
8 Cottagers, amon g whom _ | 


are included the dif- 
ferent artificers, and 
merchants or chap- 
men, ! 294 


from 5 s. to 30 s. 


that 


94 
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that have been diſpoſſeſſed, have remained as cottagers in 


the pariſh, or have built houſes for themſelves in the 
moors, and improved a ſmall portion of ground called a 
croft, around their houſes. Again ſome of the gentlemen 


having a taſte for improvement, employ a number of day- 


labourers throughout the year, who crowd in to us from ; 


the * 5 


ele and Rent — There are 6 proprietors, and 1 


wadſetter, 4 of whom reſide conſtantly, the other two oc- 
cafionally in the pariſh. The valued rent of the pariſh is 
L.2455, 15 8. Scots. The real rent may be about L. 2200 
Sterling. The rent of land is various, from $8. to 20 8. 
the acre. | | 


Produce, Implements of Huſbandry, Manure.— The prin- 
cipal crops in this pariſh are oats, rye, Scotch bear, and 
ſome barley. The gentlemen raiſe turnip and ſome 
wheat in their encloſures, as alſo a little peaſe and beans. 
Some of them yearly lay down a conſiderable part of their 
farms in graſs ſeeds-and clover. The ſmall tenants, crof- 


ters, and cottagers raiſe a conſiderable quantity of pota- 
Se toes, 


* 'The average of births for the laſt 15 years is about 674. But as 
the names of natural children have not till this year been inſerted in the 
pariſh regiſter, I ſuppoſe 3 may be added to the above number, which 


will make the average of births to be 70, of theſe, 38 are males, and 
327 females. The proportion of examinable males to the females, is as 


5 to 61. The decreaſe of adult males is owing to their leaving the pa- 
riſh, Several young men go to the ſouth of Scotland; ſome inliſt in the 
army; a few go the Weſt Indies, while the women remain. The ave- 


rage of marriages and of deaths cannot be ſo exactly aſcertained, as no 


regiſter of marriages has been kept, and there are 3 different burial 
places in this pariſh, and in theſe, ſome are buried from the neighbour- 
ing pariſhes of Kilmorack, Kirkhill and Inverneſs, as ſeveral from Kil. 
tarlity and Convent bury in Kirkhill. The average of deaths may be 
about 34, of marriages from 16 to 18. 
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| fourths of the year. There is alſo ſome flax railed by the i 
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| toes, on which they principally ſubſiſt, perhaps for three. 


farmers far their own uſe. Major Eraſer of Belladrun, 
one of the proprietors, has commonly upwards of an acre | 
of ground annually under flax. This gentleman, by his 
ſuperior {kill in farming, his taſte for i improvements of va. 

rious kinds, and his indefatigable activity and induſtry, has 
perhaps done more than moſt gentlemen in the N. to intro. 
duce a ſpirit of improvement and induſtry into this part of the 
country. By various improvements, he has conſiderably rai- 
ſed the value of his lands, which originally were but a poor 
ſubject. He has alſo upon his eſtate valuable plantations 
of foreſt trees of all kinds, oak, aſh, elm, beech, plane, 
poplars of various Kinds, mountain aſh, ſome maple and 
ſervice trees; alſo laryx, ſpruce, filver fir, New England 
pine, and the common Scotch fir, beſides a number of o- 
ther trees and ſhrubs for ornament, near his houſe and 
gardens, all planted by himſelf within theſe laſt 30 years, 
The Honourable Archibald Fraſer of Lovat has alſo plant- 
ed a great variety of foreſt trees ſince he has reſided in 
the country; he has at preſent a valuable nurſery, conſiſt- 
ing of many hundred thouſands of foreſt trees, which he 
means ſoon to tranſplant. Colonel Fraſer of Bruiach, a 
gentleman farmer in this pariſh, has encloſed and ſubdi- 
vided the greateſt part of his farm, partly with good ſtone 
fences, and partly with hedge and ditch. He has alſo 
planted ſome thouſands of foreſt trees about his farm, 
which are at preſent a great ornament to this part of the Fl 
country, and will in proceſs of time, when they gw up, 
be a valuable acquilition to the proprietor . 


The 


* Oats, rye and peaſe are ſown the end of March, and beginning of 


April. Bear and barley, from the end of April to the end of May. 
| Flax, 
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The pariſh does not produce as enrich 70 of every 


The common tenants make uſe of the old Scoteh plough, 
forme of them uſe it upon an improved plan. The gen- 


with a chain. The number of ploughs in the whole pa- 
ſh may be about 21 4. Much leſs than half this numbet 
would be ſufficient to turn up all our arable ground, were 
they properly employed. There are 396 carts, 40 coups 
or ſmall waggons, and 361 fledges employed in the pariſh. 
About 50 years ago, there was not a wheel-carriage of 
my kind in the whole pariſh, Lord Lovat's coach except- 
ed. At this period, even the gentlemen employed only 
ledges, in carrying home their peats, and in the other bu- 


to their fields in heallachs. a creel in the form of a cone, 
with the baſe turned upwards, placed upon a fledge, Ma- 


this pariſh, which, with favourable ſeaſons, are perhaps as 

productive, as in any part of this north country. 

The principal proprietors have very good gardens. Lo- 

rat's principal garden meaſures about ſeven Scotch acres. 

It is fenced with a wall 18 feet high lined with brick. 

The wall is contrived to have a great variety of curves, fo 
as 


Flax, from the middle of April to the beginning of May. Turnip, from 
the middle of June to the middle of July, and a ſmall quantity of wheat 
is ſown from the 20th October to the ioth of November. 

Harveſt ſeldom begins before the month of September, and is generally 
finiſhed before the end of October. In the heights of the pariſh, our har- 
veſts were formerly very late and precarious ; but ſince the year 1783, 
early oats have been introduced into the higher parts of the pariſh; which 

| has been of infinite ſervice to the inhabitants, as their harveſt is now 
almoſt as early as in the low grounds, and conſequently not ſo precarious 
as in former times. 


kind, as is ſufficient for the maintenance of the inhabitants. 


temen make uſe of the Engliſn and Lord Kames's plough 


ineſs of the farm. What manure was ufed was carried 


ny of theſe keallachs are ſtill uſed in the heights of the 
pariſh. There is a conſiderai:le number of fruit trees in 
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Trees. 
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as to catch the heat of the ſun in every direction. We 
the middle of the garden runs a fine clear ſtream, which 
formerly had two Chineſe bridges over it, and was reple. 
niſhed with fiſh. There is alſo a very large hot-houſe, 
But the rivulet paſting through the garden, and the hot. 
| houſe, have been out of repair for ſome years paſt. The 


wall of the garden, from its various curvatures, meaſures 


_ upwards of 800 yards, ſo that with favourable ſeaſons, a 
conſiderable quantity of fine fruit is produced on wall. 
There are beſides a great number of good 
ſtandard trees in this garden. On two ſtandard apple. trees 
here, miſletoe grows, which is a very rare plant in this 


country. In our meadows and woods are produced almoſt 


all the plants found in the lower parts of Scotland, and 

there is ſcarcely an Alpine plant that is a native of this 
iſland, but is to be found in n ſome of our high bulls, oramong 
our rugged rocks. 


Church, Stivend, School, Poor. The ſituation of the pre 


ſent church is called, Tom na Croiſſe,“ or The hillock 
« of the Croſs;” about + of an acre are encloſed round the 
church, This piece of ground has been planted by order 
of the late General Fraſer with Scotch firs, interſperſed 
with a few oaks, elms, and beeches. 
now almoſt eclipſed the church. Thus we worſhip God 
in a grove. The patron is Fraſer of Lovat. 
conſiſts of 48 bolls 1 firlot and x peck of barley, L. 217, 
4 d. Scots, of money. The vicarage and graſs-money, by 
a compoſition of the preſent incumbent's predeceſſor in of- 
ſice, is L. 39: 19 : 5 Sterling. The glebe is rather larger 


than the ordinary glebes in this country, but the ſoil is 


very thin and poor.— The emoluments of the parochial 
ſchool are 18 bolls 1 firlot and 2 pecks of barley, 15. the 
quarter for every ſcholar taught to read, 15, 6d, the quar- 

| ter 


Theſe trees have 
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ter for every ſcholar taught writing and arithmetick *,— 
There is no fund for the poor of this pariſh, but the week- 
lf collections, the hire of a mort-cloth, the rents of a few 
fats in church, and fines for immoralities ; which may 
mount to L.g or L. to Sterling yearly. The number of 
poor on the roll is 45. The greater part of thoſe on the 

coll can partly provide for themielves by their own labour; 
few of them beg from door to door. In the heights of 
this pariſh, and that of Kil morack, a miſſionary paid by the 

Royal bounty officiates ; he has 4 different places of preach- 
ng, ſome of them at a conſiderable diſtance from each 

ther, ſo that this f is a laborious N +. . 


Language. 


No Latin or Greek i is . hank the ſchoolmaſter being incapable 
of teaching theſe languages, which is a ditadvantage to ſome of the inha- 
bitants. As ſeffion-clerk and precentor, the ſchoolmaſter receives L. 1, 
135. 4 d. Sterling out of the ſeſſion-box, beſides 1 s. for every marriage, 
aud 6 d. for every baptiſm. Two young men are preſently employed by 
the Strath-glaſs tenants, to teach their children to read and write. Appli- 
cation is juſt now made by the Preſbytery of Inverneſs to. the Honourable 
Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, &c. and requeſting ſome 
encouragement to a ſchoolmaſter in this diſtrict. From the great extent 
ot this pariſh, at leait two Society ſchools would be abſolutely neceſlary 
to xccommodate 1 the inhabitants. 


Prices and W price of grain and proviſions is much the 


ſame as in the neighbouring pariſh of Kirkhill, of which an a count has _ 


been given, The price of grain and meal has been almoſt doubled within 
theſe laſt 40 years. Other articles of proviſion, as all fleſh meat, and fiſh 
of every kind, have been more than doubled within the ſaid period. 
Farm ſervants hired by the year receive from L. 3 to L 5, 10 8. Ster- 
ing, and fix bolls of meal, unless they board in the houſe, Female 
ſervants for the farm, from L. 1 to L. 2 Sterling Houſehold female 
lervants of the firſt claſs from L. 2 to l. 3 Labourers hired by the day 
dd. without meat, or 6 d. with their meat. Moſt of our labourers have 
mall crofts in the moors, for which they pay from 5s. to L. I, tos. | Ster- 
ling yearly, and if ſober and induſtrious, they may ſupport a wile and 4 
or 5 children. 
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Language—The language principall y hacks in this pa- 
riſh is the Gaelic. In the heights of the pariſh, very few 
of the inhabitants underſtand any other language. But in 
the lower end of the pariſh, many of them being taught to 
read and write at ſchool, can tranſact ordinary buſineſs 1 11 
Engliſh, only they ſpeak this language with the Gaelic 
idiom. They have all a ſtron 5 Wüllen for their mo- 
ther tongue *. | 


: Manufa@ures. —There i is a lint-mill eſtabliſhed 3 in the 
E. end of the pariſh for ſome years paſt; a waulk-mill 


and dye-houſe have alſo been erected within a quarter of a | 
mile eaſtward of the church this very harveſt, There are 


8 licenſed diſtilleries in the pariſh. In theſe about 2496 


bolls of barley are annually diſtilled into ſpirits. Theſe 
ſpirits are bought by whiſky merchants from Lochaber, 


Kintail, and Strath-glaſs. There is alſo a conſiderable 
wood manufacture in this pariſh. For many years paſt a 
ſaw-mill has been erected on the river Beauly, about 2; 
miles weſtward of the church. Here the Beauly dividing 
into two branches, forms the ſmall but beautiful iſland of 
Agaiſh, which is of an oval figure, and about a mile and 3 
half in circu mference. The iſland is principally formed oi 
a rock of hard whinſtone, riſing in a ſloping manner about 
loo feet above the level of the water; it is covered with 
natural oak, birch, alder, and hazel, and affords good paſ- 
turage for ſheep, goats, and a few Highland cows, during 


% The names of places are all beta derived from: the Gaelic and are 
deſcriptive of the ſituation, the nature of the ground, or ſomething re- 
markable near the place, by which it is diſtinguiſhed. As, for exam- 
ple, Belladrum, in Gaelic, ** Bal an drom,““ « the town on the emi- 
% nence;” Bruiach, a corruption of“ Breagh- achadh,” „ the beautiful 
& field;” © Eſkadale, „ the dale of the waters;“ here two rivers 
partly furround the arable ground, and often overflow a great part of the 
fame. 
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the günter and harveſt. The birch and other trees grow- 


ing on the ſloping fides of this iſland, with the ſurrounding 


rocks, and a fall of water near the E. end thereof, form in 
ſummer a very pleaſing and pictureſque ſcene. On the 8. 
branch of the rivet near the eaſtern extremity of the iſſand, 


ſtands the ſaw-mill, in a hollow, extremely well ſheltered 
oh all fides by the ſurrounding hills and rocks. The mill 


confiſts of three ſhades, the length of the whole three is about 


126 feet. In theſe ſhades 7 ſaws are moved by 4 different 


heels; the wheels are about 4 feet deep, and 2 feet 8 


inches in breadth. Above the mill is a natural fall of about 


6 feet, and a ſtrong artificial dam, of 2 feet high, is raiſed 
above this fall. Thus, from having the command of a 
great body of water all the year round, with a conſiderable 


fall, the wheels go with amazing rapidity. They turn 


from 80 to go times in a minute, and when the ſaws are 


in good order, they eafily cut through a log of 10 or even 
12 feet long in 4 minutes. This manufacture has been 


carried on from the year 1765. The preſent manufacturer 
pays to Chiſholm for his wood from L. 250 to L. 300 
Sterling a-year. The greateſt part of the timber manufac- 
tured grows in the neighbouring pariſh of Kilmorack. 


The trees, when cut, are from half a mile to 2 miles from 
water; and after being cut into logs of 10 or 12 feet long, 


they are carried by horſes to the water edge, and after- 


wards floated on the rivers Glaſs, Cannich, and Beauly, 


from 30 to 40 miles, before they come to the ſaw-mill. 
As there is a conſiderable fall about 2 or 3 miles below 
the mill, the manufacturer is obliged to carry all his planks 
and deals from the mill, three miles by land. They are 
afterwards floated in rafts, 4 miles farther down the Beauly, 
and lodged in a wood-yard at Lovat, in the pariſh of Kirk- 


hill; and as veſſels from 50 to go tons burthen can, by the 
aſſiſtance of the tide, come up the Beauly this length, they 
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can be conveniently carried away when ſold from this yard 
either to Leith or London. The wood here manufaQureg, 
15 a yellow deal, the who uns r in Scotland. 


Antiquities. — There are 6 druidical temples, with 

a mile of the preſent church, one of them in the pre. 
ſent church yard. I have obſerved, that ſuch of theſe 

| temples as are entire in this pariſh, conſiſt of two con- 
_ centric circles, the external circle is from 74 to 64 yards 
in circumference, and uniformly conſiſts of 9 large ſtones. 
Four of theſe ſtones, placed to the W. S. W. and N. 

W. are always conſiderably larger than the other 5, be- 
ing from 5 to 6 feet 4 inches high, and broad in propor- 
tion, while the other 5 do not exceed 4 feet in height; and 
the ſaid 4 ſtones are always 3 or 4 feet farther diſtant 
from each other than the other 5. The inner circle is ge- 
nerally about 10 or 11 feet diſtant from the outer one, and 
conſiſts of a number of ſmaller ſtones, placed near each othet 
from 18 inches to 2 feet high; the area of the inner circle 
is ſometimes filled up with a heap of ſmall ſtones. Two 
different places in the pariſh are named after theſe circles, 
vg. Bal na Carrachan, the town of the circles, and Blar 
na Carrachan, the moor of the circles. 
| village, near the church, 1s called Ard drvighaich, or the 
high place of the Druids * *, 

4 

* A Vitriſied Fort. — About 2 miles N. W. of the church, by the ſide 

of the Beauly, is a vitrified fort, called Dun-Thionn, or Fingal's Fort. 

It is ſituated on the top of a conical hill, only acceſſible on the eaſt fide. 

The wail of this fort is a complete circle, about 60 yards in circumfe- 
rence. The wall is only viſible above the ſurface of the ground; but the 
ſubſtance of which it is formed, both above the ſurfacc, and for 2 or 3 feet 
below the lame, is completely vitrified. Mr Williams, the engineer, is 
the only one who ſeems to have given a rational account of the manner 
of co iſtructing theſe forts. Thar they are artificial works, intended for 


defence, and not volcanic productions, is evident at firſt view; and that 
| | the 


A ſmall farmer | 
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4 7 atch Toter. — About 2 miles due eaſt from the 
church, is ſituated Caſtle Spynnie, in Gaelic, Caſtall Spu- 
unidh, or Fortreſs of the Spoil or Prey. The wall of 
this building is a complete circle, whoſe circumference is 
about 54 yards. It is 9 or 10 feet thick, built of dry 
tone without cement. It ſtands on the ſummit of a hill, 
which is about 700 or 800 feet, above the plain below, 
commanding a moſt extenſive proſpe& to the N. N. W. 
ind N. E. From this caſtle, Dun-Thionn to the W.; and | 
Knock farril, in Strathpiffer, to the N. are clearly ſeen . 


Beaufort, — The preſent ſeat of the family of Lovat was 
originally a fortreſs, as the name denotes. Scarcely a veſ- 
tige of this ancient building now remains. The preſent 
houle 1s built on a part of the ground, originally occupied 
by the ſaid fort. From its fituation, it muſt have been of 
old a place of conſiderable ſtrength. It lies about a mile 
to the north of the church, on a beautiful eminence, near 
the river Beauly ; it is defended on the N. W. N. and 


the vitrification is not accidental, as Mr Tytler ſuppoſes, is abundantly 
clear from this very reaſon, that no ſuch accidents, as he ſuppoſes, 
were adequate uniformly to produce ſuch effects. There is an old record 
in Dunrobbin in Sutherland, which perhaps throws ſome light on this 
ſubject. It is mentioned in the ſaid record, that a ſtranger, who came 
to Sutherland from the South, had diſcovered an excellent cement for 
ſtrong buildings. That this cement conſiſted of iron-ſtone, or ore, part- 
ly mixed with other ſtones, (probably the pudding-ſtone mentioned by 
Mr Williams), and cemented together, or vitrified by the force of fire, 
probably applied in the manner deſcribed by the foreſaid Mr Wil- 


ams. 


* Within a gunſhot to the north of the church, is a ſtone coffin, in 


| Gaelic, called Uamh Gillichuinne ; or grave of Gillichuinne ; only the 


ſides of the coffin now remain. Two urns, filicd with aſhes, were found 
in this coffin in 1763. Who this Gillichuinne was, even tradition does 
not lay, | . | 


N. 
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N. E. by a ftcep deſcent, at leaſt 100 feet above the level 
of the water, which runs within 40 yards of the foot of 
this deſcent. On the S. E. S. and 8. W. there are two 
ditches, formerly of confiderable depth. The inner ditch 
is within 40 yards of the preſent houſe; the outer one, 
which is about 250 yards beyond the former, is from 500 
to 600 yards in length. When this fortreſs Was n of 
by whom, I find not, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations.—The people, in general, are 
ſober and induſtrious, humane, generous and hoſpitable, 
and ſeemingly contented with their ſituation ; but I am 
perſuaded, the number of diſtilleries in this and the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes, have been rather prejudicial to the health, 
morals and induſtry of ſome of the inhabitants. Here, it 
is common for five or fix, and ſometimes more poor peo- 
ple, to have different ſhares in one diſtillery ; and while 
their profits by this manufacture are very ſmall, this 
practice has introduced a habit of drinking in theſe diſtille- 
ries, and has rendered ſuch of the people as are engaged in 
this buſineſs, indolent and inactive, never inclining to ap- 
ply vigorouſly to any other buſineſs. There are alſo no 
leſs than 8 dram-houſes in the pariſh, where ſpirits are ſold | 
at a low price, which muſt alſo be unfriendly to the morals 
of the inhabitants; half the ſaid number would be fully 
_ ſufficient to accommodate travellers.— There are ſeveral 
moſſes of conſiderable extent in the pariſh ; thoſe who live 
_ cloſe to theſe moſſes are well ſupplied in peats, but many 
of the inhabitants are at the diſtance of 3 or 4 miles from 
theſe moſles ; the acceſs to them is alſo very bad. Thus, 
a great part of the ſummer is employed in cutting, drying 
and carrying home fuel, to the great diſadvantage of the far- 
mer. — Ihe ſize of the people 3 1 from 5 feet 5 inches to 6 
| | feet 
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ket high; they are at the ſame time ſtrong and active. 


The road from Inverneſs to this pariſh, divides into two 
tranches, near the church; the one branch leading io Ur- 


bart, Fort-Auguſtus and Fort-William z the other, to 
Strath-glaſs and Kintail, along the ſouth fide of the Beauly 
ud Glaſs ; this laſt road is not yet finiſhed, it has only 
come the length of Strath-glaſs. It is an excellent road, 


made at a conſiderable expenſe. The ſtatute-labour has 


been lately commuted in this and the neighbouring pa- 
nſhes, which, it is hoped, will have a happy effect in keep- 
ing our roads in good repair, and in making new roads 


and bridges where theſe are neceſſary. A number of brid- 
ges have been erected within theſe few years paſt over all 


the rivulets that croſs theſe roads. The ſmallneſs of the 
farms in this pariſh is a diſadvantage: Joining 2 or 3 of them 


together, would be of real ſervice to the inhabitants in ge- 
teral, could ſuch as are diſpoſſeſſed be otherwiſe employed. 
Had ſome of the proprietors ſpirit to introduce a branch of 


the coarſe woollen manufacture into this pariſh, it would be 
of infinite ſervice to many of the inhabitants, who could be 


uſefully employed in this way . As the ſoil of this pariſh 


in general is thin and light, could the ſmall tenants be per- 


ſuaded to lay down a ſmall part of their farms yearly in 


white clover and rib-grafs, I am convinced, it would be 


of conſiderable benefit to their ground, and enable them to 
keep a few more cows in ſummer; for one acre, under 


cover and rib-graſs, would produce more graſs for paſture, 


From the failure of cxops 1782 and 1783, meal roſe to the enormous 
price of 30 8. the boll in this and the neighbouring pariſhes; but by the 
generous relief afforded by Government, and the exertion of individuals, 
before the end of ſummer 1783, it was reduced in the town of Inverneſs 
below 145. by | 
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than 3 acres of our common ley-ground ; but the people 

cannot be perſuaded to keep a herd after their cattle in 
winter or ſpring. For after the corn is houſed, they alloy 
them to range at large through their neighbours fields and 

encloſures, and confider it as a great hardſhip, and a ſpe. 
_ cies of oppreſſion, to have them Poinded after "Oy 
throu gh encloſures, | 


(Cov 


NUM. 
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eople 

le in "OS. 5 | | 1 . 
allow Wi NUMBER XXXIII. 
S and %%%ö;;ð v. e 

a ſpe. 0 ; 1 5 wn 
kin; HY PARISH or CARGILLT, 


(CounTY oF PERTH, SYNOD or PERTH AND STIRLING, 
© PRESBYTERY OF DUNKELD.) 


By the Rev. My : P. BANNERMAN. 


Name, Extent, Surface, Soil and Climate. 
(And, like moſt places in the neighbourhood, takes 


2 village, and Cill, a place of worſhip, or burial. It was 
formerly called the et Pariſh, and is ſaid to have been 


as far back as the year 1514, Andrew Stuart, brother to 


and from N. to S. about 4, on an average, in breadth, 
forming nearly an oblong ſquare. This pariſh exhibits a 


VoL. XIII. 3X | NY ſurface 
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3 * * 
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its name from the Celtic language, Car, ſignifying 


only a part of the pariſh of Cupar of Angus, but has 
long fince been disjoined from that, and, erected into a di- 
ſin& parochial diſtrict. Biſhop Spottiſwood mentions, that 


John Earl of Athole, got the benefices of Cargill and Ay- 
lith. It lies about 9 miles from Perth, and 4 from Cupar 
of Angus, making part of that extenfive plain called Strath- 
more. It extends from W. to E. about 6 miles in ler 2th, 
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ſurface d iverſified by wood 5 water, 10 barkeit by 
aſcents and declivities. Riſing gradually in the form of x 
ridge for about a mile from the river Tay, which bounds 
it on the N. it reaches a plain of near 2 miles in breadth, 
which, with ſome unevenneſſes, it preſerves till it comes to 
the Sidla hills, which bound it on the S. Excepting the wood. 
lands, it is moſtly all arable ; and if improvements go on 
as they are doing at preſent, it will be ſoon all under cul- 
_ tivation; and laid out in regular encloſures, The ſoil is ex- 
tremely various and different. In the lower part of the 
pariſh, along the banks of the river, it is a wet mortary 
clay, which produces ſtrong crops; inclining as you riſe in 
elevation to a rock marl, which is cold and unprodudtive. 
The level grounds on the top of the ridge are partly loamy 
and partly mooriſh. Towards the foot of the hills the ſoil 
15 a light dry gravel. 1 
The air 1s extremely pure and e Owing to 
the rapid courſe of the river, the high elevation and va. 
ried poſition of the grounds, it has at all times a free and 
ſtrong circulation, and is hurt by none of thoſe noxious 
damps, which prove ſo detrimental in low lying grounds. | 
Accordingly the inhabitants are in general ſtout and 
healthy, and many of them live to a very advanced old age. 
Not to mention many who are upwards of $0, it is wor- 
thy of remark, that the late Ducheſs of Perth lived here 
without an ailment, to her goth year; and there is now 
reſiding in the pariſh a Lady of Quality born in the laſt 
century, who has ſtill the entire uſe of all her facultics, 
enjoys life as ranch as ſhe did at 20; and to the wiſdom Bj 
of age, adds all the chearfulneſs, and much of the gaiety 
of youth. If there be any particular diſeaſes more preva- 
lent in this pariſh than others, it is the conſumption and 
rheumatiſm ; and theſe are probably owing to the ſeden- | 
tary life of many of the inhabitants, who are weavers, and 
5 | are 


are but badly lodged, and ſtill worſe provided with fuel. 

It is not known that this pariſh was ever viſited with any 
epidemical diſtemper. The prejudice againſt inoculation 

is worn off; and it is now practiſed with the happieſt 
effects. 5 e . 


Rivers, Woods, Hill. The river Tay forms the N. W. 
boundary of this pariſh, and abounds with ſalmon, trout, 
and pike. Its courſe is here all along ſkirted with woods, 
its banks are ſteep, its current rapid, and its channel rocky ; 
nor is it any where elſe ſo well calculated to afford the 
_ diverſion of angling for ſalmon. Near the W. end of 
the pariſh, this river forms what is called the Linn of 
Campſey, by falling over a rugged baſaltic dike, which 
croſſes the water at this place, and is found to extend in a 
right line many miles to the N. and S. of the Tay. At 
the diſtance of 20 miles, Drummond caſtle ſtands on a ſi- 
milar rock, which is ſuppoſed to be a continuation of the 
ſame range. The moſt romantick and magnificent views 
on the Tay are in this pariſh. About half a mile above 
the village of Cargill, the river Ila runs into the Tay. It 
is a flow running river, and abounds alſo with falmon, 
though of a ſize inferior to thoſe of the Tay. Salmon 
caught in the Tay here, at an average, weigh 20 lh: Ila 
ſalmon only 10 1b. It is reckoned that the fize of ſalmon 
bears a proportion to the ſize of the rivers in which they 
are bred. The fiſheries of this pariſh are of conſiderable. 
value, and are moſtly all held in leaſe by a Company in 
Perth, who preſerve the ſalmon in ice, and ſend them freſh 
to the London market; few of them are ſold in this coun- 
try during the ſpring ſeaſon ; and even in ſummer, when 
they are moſt plenty, never under 4 d. the lb. It is ob- 
ſerved by old fiſhermen, that there is not now 1 fiſh in the 
river here for 10 that were in it 50 years ago; but this 
4 ſcarcity 
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ſcarcity is probably not owin g to fewer fiſh being ſpawn. | 

ed in the river, but to the many fiſhings carried on in the 
lower ou of the 55 1980 where N there were 
none . EF 

There are 3 ferries in this pariſh, 2 over the Tay, and 
1 over the Ila; but it is in contemplation by the gentle. 

men of the county to build a bridge over the Ila, near 
the confluence of the rivers, which will ſuperſede the ne. 

ceſſity of the Ferry there, and prove highly beneficial to 
the country at large. The ferries are put under excellent 
regulations, the fare paid at them is WN and = 
paſſage ſafe and commodious. 

In former times, the pariſh of Cargill choc with 
| wood much more than it does at preſent. The Shortwood- 
ſhaw is mentioned by Blind Harry, in his life of Wallace, 
as an immenſe woody faſtneſs, remarkable for being the 
' ſcene of many of that great warrior's achievements. For 

though thete be only a few ſcattered trees remaining there 
now; yet in this place, owing to the extent of the woods, 

Wallace is ſaid to have eluded the ſearch of a thouſand of 

his enemies. There are at preſent about 400 acres of 

planted wood, moſtly Scotch firs ; and upwards of 100 acres 
of coppice, or natural woods, conſiſting chiefly of birch 
and oak. There are no hills of any note in this pariſh, 
excepting the Round Law and King 8 Seat, the laſt of 

| which 


* Beſides ſalmon, the rivers in this pariſh odors alſo a number of 
horſe or pearl muſſels. About 20 years ago, there was a great demand 
tcr pearls, and many people here were occupied in fiſhing for them; 
conſiderable numbers were caught, for which there was a ready market, 
and good price. The demand however ceaſing, this ſpecies of fiſbing has 
been dropped for ſome time. There is now in the cuſtody of the Ho- 
nourable Mrs Drummond of Perth, a pearl necklace, which has been in 
the poſſeſſion of the ladies of that noble family for ſeveral generations, 
the pearls of which were found here in the Tay, and for ſize and ſhapę 
are not to be equalled by any thing of the kind in Britain. 
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hich i is among the higheſt i in the range of the Sidla hills. 
Both hills are moſtly covered with heath, but afford tole- 
dle paſture for cattle. . 


"Made ee is no marble nor flate here ; but ſe- 1 


veral quarries of freeſtone of an excellent quality, and good 
colour, have been wrought to a conſiderable extent. Lime- 


ſtone alſo is to be found, and might, it is ſaid, be wrought 0 
to great advantage. Thoſe who have tried it aſſert, that 
after counting all expenſes of quarrying and burning the 


ſtones, they have the lime much cheaper than what it 


colts them at Perth. It is a pity that a proper experiment 


was not made to aſcertain this, becauſe even on the ſup- 
poſition of its being as dear, yet the ſaving of ſuch a 


long carriage would be an aſtoniſhing advantage to the 
country at large, and to the proprietors of the limeſtone 
in particular. Rock marl, of a reddiſh colour, is found 
here in great abundance. Little uſe has hitherto been 


made of it as a manure; but 1t 1s thought that it would 
be of ſervice to the light mooriſh grounds in the upper 


part of the park” „ 


Antiquities. 5 


* About 30 years ago, an ineffectual ſearch was made after coals near 
the village of Whitefield in this pariſh, The trial however, by all ac- 
counts, was not carried on with that ardour, nor continued with that 


perſeverance as to be deemed ſatisfactory. The expenſe of it was de- 


frayed by public contribution, and when the money failed, the ſearch 
was abruptly given over, leaving as ſtrong an impreſſion on the minds of 
the people in the country, that there are ſtill coals there, as before the 
trial was made. As people ſkilled in theſe matters allow that this place 
has every appearance of having coal, it is to be hoped that a public ſpi- 
rited Company, who are offering terms to the proprietors here for a leaſe 


of their mines and minerals, in order to make a thorough ſearch for coals, 


will ſucceed in their endeavours to diſcover an article ſo very dear, and 
ſo much wanted in this part of the country. 


_ 
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enden There are ſeveral tumuli in this pariſh, in 

ſome of which, when opened, human bones have been Join 
and near them the remains of ſome military weapons. 
Druidical temples alſo are diſcovered in different places. 
Near the confluence of the Tay and Ila, and exactly oppo- 
ſite to the ancient caſtle of Kinclaven on the other ſide of 
the river, are diſcovered plain veſtiges of a Roman ſtation, 
no called the Caſtlehill; on- one ſide, this encampment is 
defended by the ſteep banks of the Tay; on another by a 
deep ravine ; a high breaſt-work and ſtrong entrenchments 
guard it on all other ſides where it was any how acceſſible. 


| The foſſæ are perfectly diſcernible, and the aqueduct by 


which they were filled from a neighbouring rivulet, is ſtill 
in high preſervation ; but the ſite of this encampment is 
now converted into a corn field Et ſeges eft ubi Troja 
Vail. In this camp, according to Boethius, the Romans 


took up their winter -· quarters under Tribellius, after Apri- 


cola left him, and preſerved their communication with 
otber detachments of their troops whothad advanced farther 


into the country, towards the foot of the Grampians— 


Upon the top of a high rock which riſes perpendicular 
above the Linn of Campſey, in a moſt romantick ſituation, 
ſtand the ruins of an old religious houſe, dependent on the 
Abbey of Cupar. Next to our Kings, the Hays of Errol 
were the principal benefactors of this monaſtery, and ſome 
- ſtones lately picked up from the ruins, ſtill bear the arms of 
that family | *—>tobhall, a ſeat of the family of Perth, 1s 
ſituated 


<> 


* By a deed, the original of which is preſerved among other records 
in the Regiſter-office at Edinburgh, dated 24th October 1538, it appears, 


that Donald Campbell, then Abbot of the Abbey of Cupar, let in leaſe, for 


the ſpace of 19 years, to Mr Alexander Macbroke, Advocate, and his 
| heir-male, the place and lands of Campſey, with the fiſhings thereon, to- 
gether wlth the forreſtrie of the wood of Campſey, and the teind-ſheaves 


belonging thereto, upon the following, among other curious conditions, 
| | | V1 


of Cargill. . 533 


tated on the banks of the Tay in this pariſh. It is an old : 


fabric, moſt fancifully fituated on 4 narrow tongue of hi gh. f 


und, and ſeems to have been built at different times, and 
a different plans. It has been in the poſſeſſion of the fa- 


nily of Perth fince the year 1360, when Sir John Dram- 
mond, by marrying Lady Mary, the eldeſt daughter and 
coheireſs of Sir William de Montifex, Juſticiar of Scotland, 
ind head of a moſt ancient family, with her got the lands 


of Cargill and Stobhall, which then became promiſcuouſly | 


the deſignation of the family.—A Roman. road or paved 
may runs along the high grounds in this pariſh, which de- 
ſerves particular notice. The face of the country is ſo 


much altered ſince the Romans were in Scotland, partly by 
time and partly by improvements, that it is difficult in 
FFF e 


- 


wont: That he ſhould find ane ſufficient rowar to the fiſhing of Neither 


Campſey, with an carriage man to bring hame the fiſhe frae the ſamyn; 
with ſufficient wax to St Hunnand's lyght and chapel: And alſo, that 


the ſaid place ſhould at all times be patent and ready to him and his ſuc- 
ceſſors brethren and familie, as often as ſhould happen him, or any of them 
to come thereto, furniſht with 4 feddir beddis, and 4 other beddis, con- 
venient for ſervandes, with all the ſundry neceſſaris pertaining to ſaid 
awcht beddis; and als uphalding ſaid place of Campſey in fclates and 


biggin; and attour, finding burd claithis, towalis, pottes, pannys, plates, 


diſnes, and other neceſſaries convenient for his hall, kitchen, panntre, 
bakehouſe, brewhouſe, and cellar, as effeirs to his honeſty and familie ale 
narlie; with elden of ſawn wood and browme; Mr Alexander and his 
heir-male, after being warned 24 hours warning of before.” This Mr 


Alexander Macbroke, to whom the place of Campſey was thus let, was 
probably beth a prieſt and a lawyer, who conducted the buſineſs of the 


Abbey both before the King's Courts and the Church; and his heir-male 
was probably either a nephew, or nearer relation, whom he meant for his 
own buſineſs, and the place of Campſey ſeems to have been a retreat for 
the Abbot and monks, when they were diſpoſed either for pleaſure or de- 
votion. The Abbey of Cupar was ſupplicd with fuel from the wood of 


Campſey, and the road they made uſe of to convey it thither, 1s ſtill called 


the Abbey road, | 
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many caſes to trace accurately the monuments they have 
left behind them. This road, however, which is about 20 
feet broad, and compoſed of rough round ſtones rudely laid 
together, can be plainly traced from Inn erpeffry, through 
the pariſh of Gaſk, (where there is a camp), to Duplin 
Parks: from thence to Bertha few veſtiges of it can be 
diſcovered. About a quarter of a mile above Bertha, | 
(which ſeems to have been a Roman ſtation from the num. 
ber of urns that have been diſcovered there), a ridge of 
ſtones which extend far into the river, and a great number 
of large oak-trees which have been dug up there, and 
many of which ſtill remain in the water, give ſtrong ap. 
pearances of a military Roman bridge over the Tay there, 
From thence the road is to be traced to Rome, (which pro- 
bably got its name at that time), paſt Sherifftown and In. 
nerbuiſt, where there is a large camp and ſeveral tumuli, 
through the pariſh of St Martin's to Byres, keeping the 
ridge of the hill through the eſtate of Stobhall, and paſſing 
near Gallowhill, where it is very diſcernible, it bends its 
courſe to the Ila at Windyedge, where the remains of an- 
other military bridge are diſtinctly to be traced, and the 
houſes adjacent to which till go by the name of Bridgend. 
This bridge ſeems to have communicated with different 
Roman ftations, which are to be ſeen in different places on 
the extenſive plain on the other ſide of the river towards 
Hlairgowrie, where the Romans, as Boethius informs us, 
fought a bloody battle with the united armies of the Cale- 
donians and Picts. When this military road was made is 
uncertain ; probably by the army at Ardoch, to preſerve a 
communication between their different camps, and as con- 
venient for their after marches had they conquered the 
country . An old cuſtom takes place in this parilh, called 
Gool riding, 

* Near the village of Cargill may be ſeen ſome erect ſtones of conſide- 


rable magnitude, having the figure of the moon and ſtars cut out on 
them, 


off Cargill. | 8 37 


GroLriding, which ſeems worthy of Sar utter The lands 
of Cargill were formerly ſo very much over. run by a 


weed with a yellow flower that grows among the corns, 


eſpecially in wet ſeaſons, called Gool, and which had the 


moſt pernicious effects, not only upon the corns while 
growing, but alſo in preventing their winning after cut 
| down, that it was found abſolutely neceſſary to adopt ſome 
effeftual method of extirpating it altogether. Accordingly, 
after allowing a reaſonable time for procuring clean ſeed 

from other quarters, an act of the baron-court was paſſed, 


enforcing an old act of Parliament to the ſame effect *, im- 


poſing a fine of 3 8. 4 d. or a wedder ſneep, on the tenants, 
for every ſtock. of gool that ſhonld be found growing among 


their corns at a particular day, and certain perſons, ſtyled 


gool-riders, were appointed to ride through the fields, ſearch 
for gool, and carry the law into execution when they diſ- 
covered it. Though the fine of a wedder ſheep, originally 
impoſed for every ſtock of gool found growing in the ba- 
rony, is now commuted and reduced to 1 d. Sterling, the 
practice of gool-riding is {till kept up, and the fine rigidly 
exacted. The effects of this baronial regulation have been 


falutary, beyond what could have been well expected. 
Five ſtocks of gool were formerly ſaid to grow for every 


ſtock of corn through all the lands of the barony, and 20 


Vol. XIII. | 3Y - -- "threaves 


them, and are probably the rude remains of Pagan ſuperſtition. The 
coru- field where theſe ſtones ſtand is called the Moonſhade to this day. 

There are ſeveral round artificial little hills, or conical mounds, in 
this pariſh called Laws, particularly one at Lawton, the property of George 
Wright, Eſq; which, as it is ſituated in the near neighbourhood of Mac- 
beth's Caſtle, on Dunſinnan hill, is ſaid to have been the place where 
Macbeth diſpenſed laws and ſetttled differences among his ſubjects. 
Near the village of Gallowhill is a field called the Gallowſhade, which 
was a place of execution under the feudal ſyſtem, 


** Boethius, lib. 10. mentions a law made by King Kenneth, to prevent 
the growth of manaleta, or gool, and impoting a fine of a mutton upon @ 
native who breaks it; and of an ox for a ſimilar treſpaſs on a ſtranger. 
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threaves of barley did not then produce one boll. Now, 
the grounds are ſo cleared from this noxious weed, that 
the corns are in high requeſt for ſeed ; and after the moſt 
diligent ſearch, the gool-riders can hardly diſcover as many 
growing ſtocks of gool, the fine for which will afford them 
a dinner and a drink. Similar regulations in other * 
— be * of che 1 beneficial effects. 


T Bages. There a are ſeveral villages | in chis erg but 
1 none of them deſerve particular notice, excepting the vil- 
lage of Strelitz, ſo named in honour of her Majeſty, It 
was built in 1763, by the Commiſſioners for managing 
the annexed eſtates, and was intended as a place of reſi. 
dence for the diſcharged ſoldiery at the concluſion of the 
German war. It conſiſts of about 80 dwelling-houſes, with | 
neceſſary office-houſes, built in a commodious manner, after 
a regular plan, forming a ſpacious ſtreet, go feet broad, wa. 
tered by a ſmall ftream, which runs along the fide of the 
ſtreet. To every houſe is annexed a good garden, with 
about 3 acres of land properly encloſed with hedge and | 
ditch, and ſheltered by {trips of planting. As theſe houſes 
and lands were intended as an encouragement to induſtry, 
and a reward for laborious ſervices, they were given to the 


ſoldiers at a mere quit- rent, and are till 3 wh ſuch | 
of them as ſurvive at the ſame rate. 


Heritors, Rents: This 2 is the property of 4 
| heritors; Mr Drummond of Perth, Captain John Drum- 
mond of Gairdrum, Mr Wright of Lawton, and the Hon. 
James Stuart Mackenzie, Lord Privy Seal. Mr Wright 
is the only reſiding heritor ; but a branch of the family of 
Perth reſides at Stobhall. The valued rent of the pariſh is 


L. 5640 : 7: 4 Scots; the real rent about L. 3000 Ster- 
2ng. Landed property has not been expoſed to ſale in this | 
pariſh 


V Cn. 520 


pariſh for a great many years. Some of the beſt lands are 


mak E about L. 1, 10s. the acre ; thoſe of inferior quality from 
4 10s. to 158. A cottage and —— mp Trom L. x, 
2 5s. to L. 1, 108. . Fe. 

laces 


Bade T OY) here produces wheat, barley, oats, 
peaſe, turnips, and ſown graſſes. Potatoes are alſo raiſed in 
has conſiderable quantity, and are uſed as food by the poorer 
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* kind of the inhabitants. Of late years alſo, the culture 
It of flax has been much attended to, and the returns it makes 

ging have encouraged the farmer to ſow much more of it than 

=s i formerly. The modes of cultivation are ſo various, that it is 


difficult to give any accurate idea of the average quantity of 
land employed in any particular crop, or to aſcertain the 
amount of the produce. The tenants, too, are averſe from 
diſcloſing the returns made to them. It is ſufficient, there- 
fore, to obſerve, that the produce of the pariſh not only 
ſupplies the inhabitants, but affords a conſiderable ſupply of 
wheat to the bakers, and of barley to the diſtilleries and 
breweries in Perth and Cupar, which are our neareſt mar- 
kets. The "woods in this pariſh form no inconfiderable 
part of 1 its productions. 


Agriculture—Almoſt all the lands in the pariſh. are 
arable, though a conſiderable part remains yet unimproved. 
During the period that the baronies of Stobhall and Car- 
gill, which conſtitute three-fourths of the pariſh, were un- 
der the direction of the Commiſſioners for managing the 
annexed eſtates, the lands were rented at ſo low a rate as 
to affotd no ſpur to induſtry, or excitement to exertion. 

If the farmer could pay his rent, and live like his neigh- 
bour, by following the old mode of huſbandry, his ambition 
ſeldom carried him farther. Since the eſtate was reſtored 
to the preſent proprietor, the rents have been raiſed; a 

farm, 
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farm, which before was let at L. 33» is now rented at L. 200; 
another, which was then let at L. 23, now gives upwards of 
I. go; and fo on, of all others which have been let lately, 
The activity and {kill of the farmer are now called forth; 

improvements are beginning, and a ſpirit of induſtry dif. 
fuſing itſelf over the whole pariſh. As we have no ſhell. 
marl, all our improvements are carried on by lime brought 
from Perth, diſtant about 9 miles. The ſoil is ſo different 

in different places of the pariſh, that no ſtated rotation of 
cropping is univerſally purſued. White and green crops 
alternately ſeem beſt calculated for cleaning and enriching 
grounds ſo far removed from the means of artificial manure 
as this pariſh is. Some, accordingly, have divided their | 
farms, after they have got them all thoroughly fallowed 
and limed, into four parts; ſowing one-fourth with peaſe, 
potatoe, and turnip, to which they give all their dung; 
this crop is followed next year by barley, or wheat, if the 
_ ſeaſon anſwers, and is laid down with graſs-ſeeds ; next 
year it is graſs, cut green for feeding cattle in the houſe, or 
made into hay for private conſumption, or public ſale; 
this fourth is broke up next year, and never fails to yield 
an excellent crop of oats. This rotation excludes paſture, 
but it abundantly compenſates for the want of it by the 
turnips in winter, and the great quantity of ſown graſs in 
| ſummer. The turnip, and every other ſpecies of drill huſ- 

phandry, begins to prevail here, and the good effects of ſown 
graſſes are well underſtood. An attempt was lately made, 
with much probability of ſucceſs, of rearing cattle in the 
| houſe on green cut clover in ſummer, and on turnips in 

winter. The quantity of dung raiſed by this method of 
feeding is aſtoniſſihg, and the cattle attain the ſame fize, 
and bring the ſame price at 3 years of age that they for- 
merly did at four. The farms in this pariſh are very un- 
equal, both as to ſize and rent. We have ſome large farms 
Le” | | at 


of Cargill, gat 


b n ea is any 


are between L. 20 and L. 30. ;It ſeems, however, to be the 


plan of the heritors in general, as ſoon as the preſent leaſes 
expire, to convert ſeveral ſmall farms into one large one. 
A third part, at leaſt, of all the grounds in the pariſh are 
encloſed, and the advantages of encloſures, where the 
grounds can be watered, are univerſally acknowledged. 8 
Hedge and ditch are generally made uſe of, though ſtone 
fences are found to be the only ſubſtantial encloſure. 


Ploughing here is performed altogether by horſes ; light 


two-horſe ploughs, with iron heads, and caſt mould-boards, 


prevail univerſally ; and carts drawn by two horſes are gi- 


ving place to thoſe drawn by one. Few black cattle are 


reared in the pariſh ; and no ſheep are bred, except for fa- 


mily uſe, but the farmers generally breed what horſes they 
have occaſion for. The inſtruments employed in huſbandry 
have been much improved of late, the farmers being ready 


to copy after the moſt approved models. Few cottagers 


are employed; the labour is moſtly carried on by ſervants 


living in the farmer's houſe, who are looked upon as leſs 
expenſive and more difintereſted than thoſe who have fa- 


milies of their own. There are 144 ploughs in the pariſh, 


and a proportional number of carts. Wheat is ſown gene- 


rally in September and October, and reaped in Auguſt and 
September thereafter; barley is ſown in May, and reaped 
in Auguſt and September; oats and peaſe are ſown in 
March and April, and reaped in September and October; 
potatoes are planted in April, and taken up in September 


and October; turnip are ſown about the middle of June, 
Corns are reaped about 10 days earlier * the ſide of the 
river than in the upper voy of the pariſh *. 

e 


* Price of Labour and Prouiſions.—Owing to the increaſe of neigh- 
bouring manufactures, the rapid progreſs of improvements, and our vici, 


nity 
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Manufoftures——The only manufu dure of an ay bt 
carried on in this pariſh, is that of brown linen, yard wide, 
made out of the flax produced in the pariſh, and which is 
| ſpun, wrought and bleached in the pariſh, and ſent to the 
London market. There is alſo another ſpecies of linen. 
cloth, called Sileſias, narrower than the brown, but about 
4 better in quality, made from foreign yarn, which affords 
work to a good many of our weavers, There is alſo in 
this pariſh a ſmall manufacture of white thread ; and we 
have 3 bleachfields, which are carried on to conſiderable 
: PORT. | 


Roads —The new made turnpike-road en Perth to 
Cupar of Angus, runs through the ſouth ſide of this pariſh ; 

| and a bill has paſſed this ſeaſon in Parliament, to erect toll- 
Ty bars, and make another turnpike through the north fide 
of the pariſh, between Perth, and a new projected bridge 
over the Ila, near the boat of Kinclaven. The croſs roads | 
have been much A Sto of late years; but as the tolls: 
collected 


nity tothe Carſe of Gowrie, the price of labour is here already very high 
and is ſtill riſing. Since the writer of the preſent ſketch took up houſe in 
178g it is doubled. His firſt ploughman coſt him L. 5 a-year ; the wages 
of a ſervant of the fame deſcription are now from L. 10 to L. 12. Female 
ſ-rvants, which then earned L. 2, now get from L. 3 to L. 4. The wages 
of a man ſervant for harveſt- work are from L. 1, 5 8. to L. 1, 10 8. ; ofa 
woman ſervant for the ſame period, from 16 8. to L. 1. A day labourer 
gets from 1 8. to I s. 6 d. a- day without victuals; a maſon from 15. 8 d. 
to 25.3 à carpenter from 18. 6d.to1s. 8 d. The great riſe in the price 

of labour, and the expenſes of farming utenſils, are more generally com- 

plained of by the farmer than the riſe of the rent of their farms. The 
price of proviſions here is regulated by the Perth market. Wheat ſells 

from L. 1 to L. 1, 5s. the boll; barley from 15%. to L. 1; oats from 115. 
to 15 8.; peaſe from 128. toz148.; meal from 1 358. 4 d. to 16s. ; pota- 
toes from 48. to 5 8. the boll. Butcher meat from 4d. to 6 d. the Ib.; 
fowls from 9 d. to 18.; eggs 4d. the dozen; cheeſe 5 8. the ſtone; butter 
94. the lb. Horſes fit for farm work from L. 20 to L. 30. Fat cattle 
about 5 5. the ſtone, 


them in repair, the {tatute-labour, which is now commu- 


paid in money, will go ſome length in making them more 
paſſable. The commutation of the labour into money, has 
at leaſt doubled the effective labour, applicable to the roads. 

The road-money” levied in this pariſh amounts to about 
L. 30. The turnpike-roads are deſervedly looked upon as 


hood follows as a certain e 


3 g to Dr Webſter's report, the num- 
ber of ſouls in 1755, was 1897.— The population in this 


abolition of pendicles and cottagers. In the year 1784, 
when the preſent incumbent entered on his office, the 
number of pariſhioners on an exact ſurvey, was found to 
amount to 1850. By an accurate enumeration of the in- 
habitants made in February 1793, there were then in the 


theſe, the males bear a near proportion to the females. 
The annual average of births for 10 years preceding 1791, 
is 45; of marriages, 8; and of deaths, 17. As ſome of 


tilm ; and others get them regiſtered in the pariſhes where 
they happen to be ſituated nearer, the information on this 
ſubject cannot be perfectly accurate. The number of deaths 
alſo is no leſs diflicult to be aſcertained, becauſe many of 
the pariſhioners bury in other pariſhes, and ſome from other 
pariſhes bury here.—In the pariſh, there are 314 tradeſ- 


men, Of theſe, 1 52 are weavers; 20 carpenters; 16 


2 thoemakers : 


collected on the turnpike· roads will be ſufficient to keep , 


ted at the rate of from 8s. to 125. each ploughgate, and E 


the greateſt improvement that could be introduced into the 
country. The cultivation of every field in their ns 
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pariſh has decreaſed of late years, owing to the practice of 
converting ſeveral ſmall farms into one large one, and the 


pariſh of Cargill, 376 families, containing 1720 ſouls. Of 


the people, and particularly Diſſenters, are remiſs in regi- 
{tering the births of their children, to evade the duty on bap- 
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ſhoemakers; 3 gardeners; 12 flaxdreſſers; 24 maſons ; 13 
tailors; 6 corn-millers; 5 lint-millers; 5 blackſmiths 3 4 cer 
dealers in cattle; 1 dealer in horſes ; 3 diſtillers ; 2 houſehota Wl © 
 male-ſervants; x maltman; 20 bleachers; 2 ragmen; 12 4 


fiſhers; 1 hutcher;z 3 midwives; 1 tollman; 3 ſchool. 

maſters; 2 preachers; 2 clergymen; 1 precentor ; incl. 
ding a proportional number of apprentices. The remain- 
der of the inhabitants are employed in the purpoſes of agri. 
culture. All the pariſhioners are of the Eſtabliſhed Religion, 

| except about 12 Seceders; 24 Roman Catholicks; 30 who at- 

tend the Church of Relief; 6 Epiſcopals ; and about a do- 

zen of deluded people, who call themſelves covenanters, 


Church and Manſe.—Tt is uncertain when the church 
| was built, but part of it appears to be very old. It under- 
went a thorough repair in 1754, and is now a tolerably de- 
cent commodious place of worſhip. Tt is, however, very 
inconveniently fituated for the-pariſhioners, as it is placed 
at the north-weſt extremity of the pariſh, cloſe on the banks 
of the river. The ſtipend, which is partly victual and part- 
ly money, including the glebe, Oc. may be worth about 
L. 100 a year. The Crown has the right of patronage, 
There is no Diſſenting meeting-houſe in the pariſh, except: 
ing a ſmall Roman Catholick Chapel, which is principally 
ſupported by the aids of the Society at Rome, de propagan- 
da fide. The manſe was built in 1745, and repaired in 
1714. LE 1” e 


Schools. There are at preſent 3 ſchools in this pariſh, 
A. parochial, or eſtabliſhed ſchool at Gallowhill ; a cha- 
rity ſchool at Strelitz, ſupported by the Society for propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge ; anda private ſchool at Wood- 
head, without any fixed ſalary, The eſtabliſhed ſchool- 
maſter, beſides a free houſe and garden, has a legal ſalary | 


or 


of Cargill, 545 


41.8: 6: 8, with an allowance of L. 2, 10 f. 2s ſeſſion- 


dlerk and precentor. By this and his other perquiſites and 
emoluments, he makes about L. 20 a- year. His fees for 
teaching Engliſh and writing, are 15. 6d. the quarter; 


for arithmetick, 1 8. 8 d. and for Latin, 2s. 6 d. His ave- 


| rage number of ſcholars is 30. The ſchool in Strelitz, 
which was originally eſtabliſhed by the Commiſſioners on 
the Annexed Eſtates, is continued by the Society for pro- 


pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, with a falary of L. 5 a year, 


beſides a free houſe and ſome other perquiſites, which he 
is allowed by Mr Drummond of Perth, the proprietor of 
the village. His fees are much the ſame as thoſe in the 


pariſh - ſchool, with this difference, that he muſt teach poor 


ſcholars gratis. His ſchool is regularly viſited, and exami- 
ned by a committee of Preſbytery. At laſt viſitation, there 
were 39 ſcholars. The ſchool at Woodhead was erected i a 
the year 1787, by the tenants in the weſt end of the pa- 
riſh, for the benefit of their children, on account of their. 
great diſtance from the pariſh-ſchool. The ſchoolmaſter 


has a free houſe, but no fixed falary. His emoluments, 
therefore, depending on the number of his ſcholars, and di- 
ligence and ſucceſs in teaching, prove happy excitements 
to exertion. The number of ſcholars. who are inſtructed 
at this ſchool, on an average, is 45 ; ; all of whom learn to 
read, write and 3 


l praiſe 16 due to the gentlemen of this coun - 
ty, for the ſalutary regulations they formerly laid down 


tor ſuppreſſing vagrants, and providing a ſufficient main- 
tenance for the neceſſitous poor; but it is to be regretted 
that laws, framed with ſo much judgment, ſhould have 
deen enforced with ſo little attention and ftrictneſs, Agree- 
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able to an act of the Juſtices of Peace for the ſhire of Perth 
in 1775, notification is made here on the two Sundays im- 
mediately preceding the day of meeting, from the reader's 
Ceſk, to the heritors, miniſter and elders of the. pariſh, to 
meet on the firſt Monday of January, and firſt Monday of 
July, balf-yearly, in order to make up a lift of our poor, 
and provide for their maintenance. At this meeting, af- 
ter electing a preſes and, clerk, the heritors, miniſter and 

elders preſent, proceed to make up a liſt or roll of all the 
poor, young and old, which have either been born in the 
par iſh, or have had their reſidence in it for the laſt 3 years, 
The meeting then compute and eſtimate what ſum may be 
neceſſary for the maintenance of each poor perſon, whoſe 

name is entered on ſaid liſt, according to their different ne- 
ceſſities, till the next half- yearly meeting, and then ſum 
up the quota, which ſhall be found neceſſary for the 
maintenance of the whole for the current half year. 
The meeting proceed to aſſeſs the one half of this ſum 
upon the heritors of the pariſh, according to the va 
luation of their reſpective lands within the pariſh, and 
the other is collected from the pariſhioners, accord- 
ing to their circumſtances, and then appoint a collector 
to levy ſaid proportions, The other funds for the ſupport 


of the poor, ariſe from the contributions at the church on 


Sabbath, which amount, on average, to about L. 18; from 
the rent of a gallery in the church, belonging to the poor; 
from proclamation and mortcloth money, and from the in- 
tereſt of a ſmall ſum lent out at 44 per cent. In all, about 
L. 26 or L. 27. This ſum is applied to the relief of thoſe 
who, by un fo eſcen accidents, are reduced to the neceflity 
of accepting occaſional charities ; but as theſe charities do 
not always exhauſt it, the ſurplus goes to the augments 
, e 


till at leaſt they have a capital of L. oo, in cafe of years 
of ſcarcity. The monthly allowance, which is given to the 


poor in their own houles in money, as being moſt con ve- 


nient, is from 2s. 6d. to 78. 6 d. according to the differ - 


ent neceſſities of the poor. None are permitted to beg. 


In appointing the different quotas the poor ſhall receive, 
care is taken not to encourage idleneſs, and no more is 


given to the neceſſitous, than what, with the exertion of 


their own induſtry, will ſupport them. But ſo high is the 


ſpirit of independence, that it is looked upon as diſgraceful 


to receive charity from the pariſh, and none will ſubmit 


to it till they are neceſſitated by diftreſs. The number of 
ſtated poor on the roll at preſent, is more than double of 
what it was 20 years ago. As the crop of tue year 1782 
proved very unproductive, more poor received ſupplies 


than uſual; and the aſſeſſments, by conſequence, were nigh- 
er. Our collections at church are now double what they 


were 20 years ſince. Sectariſts contribute nothing to the 
maintenance of the poor on the pariſh liſt; indeed they are 
generally the po rei! themſelves; but the charity of the 


pariſh is not confined to thoſe of the Eſtablithed Church. 


The effects belonging to thoſe on the poors lift, are, at 
their death, ſold by the ſeſſion, as belonging to the pa- 


riſh. 


Obaracter of the People. — The people are generally ſo- 


ber, honeſt and induſtrious, punctual in their attendance 


on religious ordinances, and more knowing in general than 


what might be conceived. Their manner of living and 


dreſs is much altered and improved of late years; and to 


their credit, it may be added, that none of them have been 


ſubjected to puniſhment for capital crimes, during che me- 
| mory 
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tion of the poors funds, which the heritors wiſh to increaſe, 
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mory of the longeſt liver. But there i 18 nothing x more cha 
racteriſtic of the people here, than the aſſiſtance they af. 
ford, and the ſympathy they ſhow to one another in diſtreſs, 
Inſtances might be produced of this kind, that would do 
honour to more elevated. ſtations. Though there be a co. 
| lony of old ſoldiers in the pariſh, the ardour for a military 
life ſeems to be faint, and almoſt none of our Foung men 
enter into the navy. There 1s warnt peculiar in their 
. engt, or features. 


A 


3 FF Perſons. —The family of Drummond, which has 
always been ranked among the moſt ancient and illuſtri. 
ous of the Scottiſh nation, and who had for a long time 
their chief reſidence here, gave birth to many characters, 
not more diſtinguiſhed by their high ſtations, than by their 
perſonal merit; among a variety of theſe which might be 
ſpecified, the brevity of this ſketch permits only one to be 
mentioned. —A.nnabella Drummond, daughter of Sir John 
Drummond and Lady Mary Montefix. She was a Lady 
of the moſt exquiſite beauty and diſtinguiſhed accompliſh- 
ments, and had the honour of being married to Robert III. 

| King of Scotland, and crowned at Scone with him in the 
month of September 1390. Her perſonal charms could 
be excelled only by her mental accompliſhments. She 
was the ornament of the Court of which ſhe was the 
Queen“. And her death about the year 1401 was 
conſidered and lamented as a public loſs. Queen Anna- 
bella was mother to James I. King of Scotland, and from 

| her are lineally deſcended all the royal race of the 
Stuarts. N 


Miſcellaneous 


* Ab regina incolumis aulæ dignitas eſt ſuſtentata, Bucu. 
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Mi FreNarlebus 03/ervations. There are 3 Aifillerics f fo 
this oatiſh, but no brewery. The high duties on malt 


dave almoſt aboliſhed the practice of brewing. The uſe 
of whiſky i 18 encreaſing, that of beer diminiſhing. Few pri- 
vate families brew their own beer. 'Fhere are 5 licenfed 


publick houſes in the pariſh. It is not obſerved, that they 
have any remarkable tendency to corrupt the morals of 
the people. There are 3 corn-mills, 1 lint-mill, and 1 
wind-mill for beetling cloth. There are no remarkable 


birds or animals here, but ſuch as are common to the 
country in general. The names of the places are moſtly 


local, and of Gaehc original. The language now in uſe is 


the — 


| Advantages and Dita. te e from mar- 


| kets, and the means of improvement, the great expenſe 


of land carriage on that and every other commodity, to- 
gether with the badneſs of our roads, check the riſing ſpi- 
rit of agriculture, and retard the progreſs of improvements 
in this pariſh. The want of fuel alſo, is another great diſ- 
advantage under which this place labours, being 30 miles 
from the neareſt coal pit, and 9 miles from the port of 
Perth. The ſhortneſs of the leaſes here alfo, in an impro- 


ving country, where fo much remains to be done, affords 


neither time for extenſive improvements, nor encourage- 
ment for expenſive operations. Theſe natural diſadvan- 
tages are ſomewhat counterbalanced by a grateful ſoil, and 
temperate climate, which raiſes good grain, and ripens it, 
were proper encouragement allowed for 1mprovements, 
and longer leaſes granted, upon progreſſive riſes of rent. 


The abolition of all ſervices, and not being aſtricted to any 


mills for multure, are advantages enjoyed by tlus pariſh. 
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Better houſes would encourage the tenantry to improye 


their lands. At preſent, from their coldneſs, their damp. 


neſs, and dirtineſs, ariſe all thoſe diſorders which carry 


them off before the period of nature's appointment. The 
| elevated expoſed ſituation of a great part of the lands here 


would require to be. better ſheltered. Strips of planting 
drawn acroſs the high grounds would impart ſhelter and 
warmth, and promote vegetation and fertility, 
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By the Rev. Mr LAchLAx MACKENz1E. 


5 Nane, Extent, Soil, ts 


1 pariſh Si its name from a Loch or arm of 
the ſea, into which the river Carron falls. Carron, 
or Carambuin, which, in the Gaelic, fignifies the winding 
ſtream;' takes its riſe in the heights of the pariſh, from a 
lake, called Loch Scavan. A little above this loch, there 
are two burns; the one falls into Loch Scavan ; the other 
goes to the burn of Lubgargan, and falls into the ſea at 
Dingwall. It forms another loch at Bellanocra, within 
4 miles of the ſea. In this loch, as well as in the other, 
there is a ſmall iſl:nd, where Maclan, when proprietor 
of this part of Lochcarron, had a h.uſe and garden. There 
is a good falmon-fiſhing uon the Carron. This pariſh is 
bounded on the W. by the ſea, It is upwards of 14 miles 
long, 


** 


5 long, and 5; or PT broad; a beautiful highland country. The 
foil in ſome parts is deep and clayey; in others, ſandy 
and light. The manures made uſe of are ſea ware, 
ſhelly-ſand and lime. The implements of huſbandry are 
the plough and the crooked ſpade. The crops raiſed, are 
oats, barley and potatoes, and ſome peaſe. Seed-time 
zs in * and May. e in | Deptembes _ Odo 
| ber. 
Population, Rent, Heritors, fc. — The return to Dy 
Webſter in 1755, was 77/1 ſouls.— The number at preſent 
is 1068. There are 3 heritors, Mackenzie of Applecrofs; 


5 Matthieſon of Attadale, and Macdonald of Courthill; one 


of whom refides. The rent is about L. goo. Applecroſ, 
the principal heritor, augmented the rents laſt year. There 
are 9 weavers, 3 or 4 tailors, 1 ſmith, 3 wrights, 1 pu- 
blic-houſe, 4 dram houſes, 4 gardeners, 1 Popiſh wife, and 
1 Epiſcopalian. The reſt are of the Eſtabliſhed Reli- 


- gion. 


| Stipend, School, AN £9. — The ha was built in 
17 51. It was formerly called the Great Church of Loch- 
carron; and it was ſo, compared with other Highland kirks. 
Tune manſe was built in 1778. The ſtipends are 1000 
merks Scots, and 60 merks for communion- elements. The 
glebe was reckoned worth 60 merks Scots. It is worth 
more The King is patron. In the parochial ſchool are 

taught Engliſh, writing, arithmetick, Latin and Greek. 
Ihe number of ſcholars is between 20 and zo; the ſalary, 


200 merks Scots. There are 20 merks Scots yearly for 
the poor, by mortification, The yearly collection in 1783 


may have been L. 4 or L. 5. The yearly collection for 
theſe 6 years pat has been e of L.6 or L. 8. It 1s 
_ ſometimes 


y * | Locharron. i : $53 


ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs. The number of ou, 
are an N 146 1s between : 20 and cath THF 


"Lind hats greater part of the Abs of Laden- 


are 
me ron have lately got leaſes for 25 years. This has excited 
90. a ſpirit of induſtry and improvemegt. They are now build- 


ing comfortable houſes, and turning their lands to the beſt 
advantage. The great error, however, of the Highland 
farmers is overſtocking. If they kept only two cows for 
every three they do at preſent, they would improve their 
breed of cattle, and be in no danger of loſing them by ſe- 

vere winters or ſprings. Three bad cows will devour more 
graſs and ſtraw than two good ones, but will never fetch 

as good a price from any drover. The price of cattle was 

very high for ſome years paſt. A Highland cow would 

{ell for L. 5 or L. 6, and ſometimes for L.) Sterling. If 
this be a good cauſe for augmenting the rents, it is to be 
hoped, that proprietors will ſee that the fall of the price of 
cattle, when that 2 is a good cauſe for * 

them again. | 


in 

ch- "Delhi" The moſt common Ae in this pariſh are 
ks, rheumatiſms and fevers. Theſe diſtempers, it is very like- 
0⁰ ly, ariſe from cold, and from improper feeding. A High- 
he lander will ſit for a whole day ir in wet ſhoes, and ſometimes | 
th in wet cloaths. 

re In 1791, there was a remarkable herring: fiſhing in this 
K. loch. During low water, the children of Kirktown went 
Y, often to the ſtrand, and carried lapfulls of herring' with 
or them. The people fed entirely on fiſh. They were viſtt- 
83 ed by a fever. Their blood was vitiated. When they 
or were let blood in the fever, it had the appearance, when 
is it congealed, of the blood of a boiled pudding, or of an ug- 
es ly kind of jelly. Their breath ſmelled ſtrong of fiſh. In 


Vol. XIII 43444 ẽ projemion 


proportion as the y fed, ſoberly or voraciouſly on the her. 
ring, the fever was more or leſs ſevere. Such as lived 
moſtly on fiſh, and other ſtrong food, ſuffered dreadful a- 
gony. The poor people, that moſtly lived upon water- 
_ gruel, ſuffered very little. There are many inſtances of 
- longevity i in the pariſh, There have been likewiſe inſtan- 
ces of ſome old couples in this pariſh, who have felt the 


| ſweet paſſion of love, after paſling their grand climadterick, 


Their union has given riſe to ſome curious anecdotes and 
| verſes, which would move the rifible maſcles, even of a 
* * 


Gaelic Poets ee bas produced ſome good High. 
land poets. William Mackenzie, and Alexander, his bro- 
ther, compoſed good Gaelic ſongs. Some of their poems 

are to be found in Macdonald's collection. John, their bro- 
ther, was equally good ; and from the ſpecimens we have 
of their poetry, we may ſay, it is cauſe of regret, that 
more of their verſes were not committed to writing, both 
on account of the language and ſentiment. The thoughts 
are juſt and natural ; and the language, for the molt part, 

beyond the reach of criticiſm. There have been likewiſe 
other poets in Lochcarron, who have compoled verſes, 
that are far from being deſpicable. And indeed many of 
| them would have given the higheſt pleaſure to the greateſt 
admirers of Homer, Virgil, or Milton, had they heard and 
underſtuod them. Gaelic is the language of deſcriptive 
poetry. It is ſtrong, nervous and comprehenſive. No 


language can do greater 1 to the fineſt feelings of the 
anman heart. 


 Charafter of FY People, and State of Religion among then. 
— About 60 years ago, the inhabitants of this pariſh, it 1s 
ſaid, had not reached an y conſiderable height of civilization. 
This, with their ſtrong and almoſt invincible prejudice 


3 againſt 


of Lochen. 355 


againſt Whig miniſters, as they called them, niiide the "oY 


tion of a clergyman at that time very difagreeable. A 
wiſe Providence, however, which always raiſes fit inſtru- 
ments for carrying forward its plans of mercy towards 
men, ſent among them Mr ZEneas Sage, a man of an un- 
daunted ſpirit, who dit not know what the fear of man was . 

He had, however, the fear of God, and great zeal for the 

good cauſe in its higheſt perfection. He was the eee = 


ned TROWLY | of vice, and a true friend to the * 


2 


* The ads were » fo as that hes N to ſet 1 to ek 


houſe he was boarded in, at a time when there was a meeting of clergy 


there. Such uſage made it neceſſary for him, not only to make uſe of 
the ſword of the Spirit, but likewiſe to have recourſe to the arm of fleſh, 
He was a true ſoldier in every ſenſe of the word. For ſome time he had 
the overſight of the pariſh of Applecroſs, as well as Lochcarron. There 
was a wicked fellow in Toſgag, who kept a miſtreſs in the ſame houſe | 
with his lawful married wife. When Mr Sage went to fee him, Malcolm 


Roy drew his dirk; Mr Sage drew his ſword ; and the conſequence was, 


that Malcolm Roy turned his miſtreſs off. Mr Campbell, Seaforth's fac- 
tor, ſent him once a challenge upon the morning of a Lord's day. Mr 
Sage knew his own fituation, and accordingly accepted the challenge. 
He went out with his claymore, and no ſooner did he begin to draw it 


out of the ſcabbard, than Mr Campbell made a your of heels, and did not 


look behind him for ſome time. 
He was very hoſpitable and benevolent, - No was warm ond affeQionate 


in his friendſhip, and perfectly ſincere in his profeſſions. A gentleman 


who had the misfortune to be concerned in the late rebellion, came to ſee 
Mr Sage, as he was going to leave the country. Mr Sage made him an 
offer of his purſe. Although the gentleman did not accept of this offer, 
he always retained a grateful ſenſe of Mr Sage's friendſhip. He was ſub- 
ject to ſudden ſtarts of paſſion, an d this was his great weakneſs; but this 
very circumſtance was ſubſervient to the goſpel. He ſtruck terror into 
vice; and by enforcing the diſcipline of the church, and compoſing differ- 
ences among the people, he reduced them to a ſtate of civilization, He 
ploughed up the fallow ground, plucked up many of thei thorns and 
weeds, and made it eaſier for his ſucceſſors to ſow the good ſeed. = 

| . | RIS ER CON ERS. He 
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He be for 47 years eng {hol and his deen were eminently 
D e, by his Lord and Maſter. Sinnepe were brought under 2 
concern, for their ſalvation and their language was that of the Jailor, 
Wy What ſhall we do to be ſaved ?”. Mr Sage did not build with untem. 
pered moitar; he did not make them believe that an outward courſe, of 
decent behaviour would bring them to beaven, though they were ſtran. 
gers to a work of the Spirit. He preached the doctrines of the new birth, 
the corryption of human nature, and the neceſſity of the influences of the 
Divine Spirit, to break the power of fin in the ſoul. The effects were 
correſpondent. People did not then reckon themſelves to be good Chri- 
ſtians, becauſe they abſtained from ſuch actions as expoſed them to the 
laſh of the law. They were perſuaded that they muſt have a principle of 
grace in the heart before they could pleafe God. This made them not to 
reſt fatisfied till they experienced the power of religion upon their ſouls. | 
They were warm Chriſtians; and ſach as made a public profeſſion, 
evidenced their ſincerity by a ſuitable practice. They were animated with 
love to God, and to their fellow men. Kenneth Mackenzie, one of his 
firſt converts, uſed to kill a cow in the ſcarce time of the year, which he 
divided amang the poor; The reſt of the profeſſors of religion in Loch- 
carron were equally zealous of . works in N to _ cit- 
cumſtances. | | | | 
Mr Sage's halen is ; inferibed P'S bis IG in theſe words: 
* He fought the good fight of faith, and finiſhed his couiſe; exclaiming 
with the Apoſtle Paul, fot me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.” A 
carnal miniſter may ſay with Balaam of old: Let me die the death of 
Mr Sage, and let my latter end be like his. His ſucceſſor, Mr Donald 
Munro, lived but a ſhort time among them. He was an agreeable man, 
and preached the goſpel in its purity. As Mr Sage made the pariſh very 
orthodox, the people ſeem to think, that they baye at leaſt as much reli- 
gion as their neighbours. They ſeem ta have a ſtrong attachment to reli- 
gion, and yet they would be the better for a little more. They appear 
willing at times to hear what they ſhall do to inherit eternal life. They 
are hoſpitable, charitable, engaging, and obliging. Although many of 
them do not diſlike the preſent world, it cannot be ſaid that they have 
entirely forgot the next; but it muſt be owned, that very few of them 
would refuſe a dram if it was offered them. There is a great appearance 
pf religion in Lochcarron; and as the fire of God's word is hereafter to try 
pvery man's work, there is cauſc to * that oe of it will bear the trial. 


Thete 


Every thing almoſt is esd a fign of rain. If there be 
; warm or hot day, we ſhall ſoon have rain; if a crow be- 
gin to chatter, ſhe. is calling for rain; if the clouds be 
heavy, or if there be a miſt upon the top of the hills, we 
hall ſee rain. In a word, a Highlander may make any 


thing a ſign of rain, there 1 is no 8 o he ſhall fail in his 
+ TON 


Lochcarron. There were quarrels between them and the 
family of Seaforth : The conſequence wm, that Or 
with ſome 4 885 N them. 


which, indeed, is not peculiar to this pariſh alone, that a Popiſh prieſt can 
caſt out devils, and cure madneſs, and that the Preſbyterian clergy have 
no ſuch power. A perſon might as well adviſe a mob to pay no attention 
to2 merry Andrew, as to deſire many ignorant people to ſtay from the 
prieſt, The moſt effectual antidote againſt this deluſion is to lay before 
Som ſome of the moſt laughable of the en, miracles, 


ſeript hiſtory of the Mackenzies, and in poſſeſſion of ſeveral people in 
Roſsſlrire, is literally as follows: © Lord Kenneth of Kintail, in ſpring 


„in Lochcarron, which at firſt they held out very manfully, and would 
not ſurrender it, though ſeveral terms were offered, which Lord Kin- 
* tail ſeeing, and not willing to loſe his men, reſolved to raiſe the ſiege 
for the time. But the defendants were ſo unfortunate, that all their 
* powder was deſtroyed by the women they had within, having ſent 
them out under filence of night to draw in water out of a well that 


« lay juſt at the entry. The filly women were in ſuch fear, and the 
room they brought the water to fo dark, for want of light; ſtill as 


they came in, they toomed the water in a fatt, miſſing the right one, 


* wherein the few barrels of powder they had lay; but on the morrow, 
# when the men came for more powder, having ſpent what they had the 


66 day 
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Aae eee we | ty town of Strom, are the re- 
mains of an old caſtle. It belonged once to the Mac- 
donells of Glengary, who were proprietors of part of 


| There 


There:is one opinion, however, which many of them entertain, and 


The hiſtory Ado bot dl wk od Cs.” 


© 1609, gathered conſiderable forces, and beſieged the Caſtle of Strom 
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There has been like wiſe a an old building at "IRS 


and another at Lagadum. Whether theſe ; houſes were 
places of defence, or only light-houſcs to acquaint: the 
country people of danger, in caſe of ſudden in vaſion from 
their enemies, we cannot ſay. There ate ſeveral ſuch 
buildings upon the weſt coaſt. | Near the. place of Atta. 


dale are two caves. The country people call them Uagh 


aſhoil, the ſtranger's cave. It ſeems to have been the 
_ dwelling of ſome robber, who lived upon plunder and car. 


nage. There has been a burying place near this cave, 


and a place of e in times of re th or n 


A1 -ſcellameous Obſervations —About 40 years ago, there 
was a lint manufacture in Lochcarron. If there were an 


| woollen manufacture eſtabliſhed here, it would employ a 


great 


« day before, finds their barrels of powder floating in the fatt, ſo they 
began to rail and abuſe the women, which Duncan Maclan vic Illi. 
„ challum, being as yet priſoner there, and heating being looſe in the 
«© houſe, having given his oath and promiſe he would never come out 
« be the door, till he were either ranſomed or relieved, this they forced 
© him to do to ſave his life. So going with the keepers to the wall 
head, and perceiving his conntrymen packing their baggage, like to 
% quite the fiege, he threw his plaid on him that ſtood next him, loups 
„down on a dunghill near the entry, and riſing as ſoon as poſſible, he 
« made for the camp; the man that ſtood by him, as he louped, cried 
„after him, ſaid you have Joſt much of your louping ; he aſked what it 
« was? he ſaid you have loſt the two Clanranalds by it. He anſwered 
« in the Iriſh phraſe, I take my being here at this time in pledge of 
i that ; ſo comes where his maſter was, and tells all as it ſtood with theſe 
in the caſtle, whereupon he renewed the fiege. The defenders, 
* knowing their weakneſs was diſcloſed by Duncan, who had louped, 
« whereof he was lame till his dying day, they begged quarters for their 
<« lives, which was granted them, with all their bazgage. Lord Kintail | 
<«« preſently cauſes blow up the bouſe with powder, which remains there 
„in heaps till this day. He loſt only at the ſiege but two Kinlochew 
« men. Andrew Munro of Teachnover was alſo wounded, with two 
or three others. And ſo diſſolved the camp.“ | 


\ 
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great number of idle hands, and might prevent emigration. 
All the common tenants: upon the ſhore towns are fiſhers. 
Every town has 2 or 3 boats, or more, according to the 


number of tenants. They go out with their boats, and 


kill ſeveral kinds of fiſhes with the hand line; but the 


principal favourite is the herring. Many of the poor peo- 
ple live for ſeveral months upon herring and potatoes. 


With this humble fare, they are cheerful and thankful, 
and when they take it with ſobriety, and qualify it by 
drinking water gruel after it, it proves wholeſome food. 


God Almighty often receives the tribute of thankſgiving 


for this homely fare, when thoſe who live upon the luxu- 


ries of the earth forget the hand that feeds them. Im- 


provements are thriving and going forward in the High- 
lands, We wiſh that we could ſay that religion was im- 


proving likewiſe. May God revive his own work, and 


pour a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication upon all ranks and 


deſcriptions of people . 


1. This ſame ſtatiſtical account, 
Is ſent to pleaſe Sir John, 
And if it be not elegant, 
Let criticks throw a ſtone. 


2. We have not fine materials, 
And our account is plain, 
Our lands and purling ſtreams are good, 
But we have too much rain. 


3. in 


* It is impoſſible, it ſeems, to breath the air of Lochearron, without 


acquiring a taſte, if not a talent for poetry, of which the miniſter has 


fent the following ſpecimen, under the name of « Statiſtical verſes,” 
with which he concluded his account. 
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5 In Humbay there's a harbour fine, 
Where ſhips their courſe may fer, 
IN Such as are building villages, 
Might build a village here. 


© IT. 


4. From Caſtle Strom there is a road. 
& Straight down to Keſſock F erry, 
And by this road the men of Sky 

Do all their whiſky carry. 


70 Of old the fox killed ſheep and goats, 
But now the fox we kill; 
The huntſman gets four hundred merks, 
Ard whiſky to his will. EIS 


6. Our girls are dreſs'd in cloak and gown, 985 
And think themſelves quite bony; 
Each comes on Sunday to the kirk, 
* In hopes to ſee her Johny. 


12. 
13: 
14 


7. A drover, when the ſermon's done, 
Will aſk the price of cows, 
But the good honeſt Chriſtian, 
Will ſtick to goſpel news. 


8. The breach of Sabbath day is here, 
Cauſe of regret and ſorrow, 


All worldly things ſhould then give way, 
And be diſcuſſed the morrow. 


- We call for tea when we are fick, 
When we want falt we grumble, 
When drovers offers are not briſk, 
It makes our hopes to ſtumble, 


10. Now good Sir John, it was for you 
I gather'd all my news, 
But you will ſay that I forgot 
To count the ſheep and cows. 


41. ( | 


of Lochcarron. 


11. Of theſe we have a number too, 
(But then, twixt you and I), 


The number they would never tell, . 


For fear the beaſts ſhould die. 


12. Sir John ſend word, if you are pleas td 
With what I here rehearſe, 


Perhaps 'twere better had I told 
My ſtory all in verſe. 


13. The Parſon has no horſe nor 7 Ba , 
No goat, nor watch, nor wife, 
Without an augmentation too, 
| He leads a happy life. Et; 
14. I wiſh you health and happineſs, 
And may you hve in peace; 
And if you would be truly great, 
Then plead and pray for Grace. 
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NU M BER XXXV. 
PARISH or GLENTRATHEN, os LINTRATHEN, 


| (Covyre + oF ForFar, Sruob or 400 AND » dies 
* — oF ne. 


y a FRIEND to STATISTICAL INQUIRIES. 


Extent, Surface, Soil, Oe. 


ANY diſtricts in Scotland afford little i mties or 


entertainment to a Statiſtical inquirer. Among 


theſe may be ranked. the pariſh of Glentrathen, or Lintra - 


then. It is 8 miles from N. to S. and 4 from W. to E. 
Elevated on the ſkirts of the Grampian mountains, from 


500 to 1000 feet above Strathmore, this diftri& has 


a bleak and barren aſpect. The ſurface is uneven, con- 


fiſting of hills, vallies, and mountains. Near the ſouthern 
boundary there is a bank of tolerably fertile land, about a 


mile in length and half a mile in breadth, fronting the 8. 


and gently ſloping to the rivers Melgam and Ila. A mile 
northward of the church, in a deep valley, there are ſome 
well cultivated and fruitful fields. But the greater part of 


what is called arable land, is a thin and mooriſh ſoil, which. 


4 yields 


of Glentrathen, or Lintrathen. 863 


yields corn of à very inferior quality. Several vallies, fit 


only for paſturage, extend northward among the hills, 


which are covered with ſhort heath, and buried in ſnow 
during winter. There are few trees of any age or + apr 


in 1 This part o we ome 


Aleve The Melgam, A confiderable ee, has its tits 


beyond the N. W. boundary of the pariſh, runs S. E. along 
the baſe of a mountain, forms a ſmall cataract in the village 


of Glentrathen, and after a circuitous courſe, in a rocky 


channel, falls into the Ila below the walls of Airly Caſtle. 


The Carrity, leſs than the preceding, deſcends from the 
northern part of the pariſh, and bathes the foot of Catlaw 
in its * * to the Toes Ek. 


State of he People, 83 this ſequeſtered Adria, chew 
is no town, no village of note, no ſeat, no mines, nor mine- 
rals, no natural curiofities, few manufactures, and little 
trade; no innkeeper, no baker, :no writer, no ſurgeon, no 


butcher, no apothecary, and one Seceder only. Hamlets, 
coarſely built of ſtone and earth, and covered with thatch, 


thinly ſcattered in the vallies, or on the ſouthern declivi- 


41es of the hills; and a mean village compoſed of deſpi- 
cable huts, crowded together on the rocky bank of the 


Melgam, almoſt oppoſite to the church, indicate the poverty 


of the inhabitants, who ſeem to be in a rude ſtate of ſociety. 


Antiquities, Lakes, Sc. About Z mile N. N. E. of he 


church, there is an artificial eminence, whoſe ſummit com- 
mands an extenſive proſpect. On this ſpot a gibbet was 
erected for thoſe unfortunate perſons, whom the ſervile 


court of a deſpotick baron had condemned to death. Veſti- 


ges of the hangman's habitation appear at the foot of the 
zumulus, and the name of a neighbourin g plot of land per- 
petuates 
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petuates the memory of this infamous practice. To the 
weltward of the village, about a quarter of a mile, lies a 
circular lake, upwards of one mile in diameter, and in ſome 
places of confiderable depth. It is fed by rills from the 
ſurrounding heights, and ſends forth a ſmall ſtream to aug- 
ment the Melgam. Pike, perch, and trout are found there 
in abundance. The border of this lake is not garniſhed 
with a fingle tree, ſhrub, or bulruſn. Half a mile N. W. 
on an elevated heathy tract, are many tumuli, or cairns. 
There, perhaps, a battle was fought by ſome contending 
chiefs, but tradition is ſilent. Near the W. end of the lake, 
there are remains of an extenſive encloſure, ſaid to have 
been a deer park belonging to Sir Allan Dorret of that 
ilk. The ruins of this gentleman's reſidence may be traced 
on the S. W. declivity of che oy of F ormal, near the 
2 bank of the Ila “. 


Statiſtical Account LESS: 


eee en 3 Sc. HO wrritdey: ſo unpropi. 
tious cannot be well inhabited. The population of this 
pariſh has not been recently aſcertained. The report to 
Dr Webſter, 50 years ago, was 1165 fouls, From the re- 
giſter of baptiſms and burials, the number of inhabitants 
| 
- , * Some time before the Re formation, he was proprietor of the greater 
part of the pariſhes of Glentrathen and Kingoldrum. The latter he be- 
queathed to the Abbey of Aberbrothick; and the former he gave to his 
daughter, who married to one of the family of Airly, The patronage and 
teinds of the chapel which he built or repaired in Glentrathen, were 
transferred to the prior and convent of Inchmahomo. This priory, and 
others, were granted by James VI. to John then Earl of Mar, and erected 
into a temporal Lordſhip, called the Lordſhip and Barony of Cardroſs, in fa- 
vour of the ſaid Earl and his affignees. That family becoming bankrupt, 
it was judicially ſold by the Court of Seſſion, A. D. 1746, and purchaſed 
by Mr John Erſkine of Carnock, Profeſſor of Law The teinds and pa- 


tronage of this pariſh were cba from Mr Erikine by the Fanny 6 of 
Airly, A. D. 1779. 


Few improvements have been made there in agriculture. 
The old ſyſtem prevails. Some plots of turnip, flax, and 


ſown graſs appear; but | oats and barley are the principal 
productions of the ill cultivated ſoil. Of theſe a ſufficient 


quantity is raiſed to ſupply the neceſſities of the natives ; 


but there is no proper encouragement to induſtry. How- 


ever ſacred the promiſe of a feudal lord may be held, little 


exertion will be made, or can be expected, where no leaſes 
are granted, and where heavy ſervitudes are impoſed ; 


while a tenant ſubſiſts at the pleaſure of the proprietor, 


and is bound to perform twelve carriages to the diſtance of 
20 miles, even in ſeed- time or harveſt, he will not diſplay 
that vigour and enterprize, by which his brethren in other 


parts of the country have arrived at eaſe and opulence. 


This is a diſgraceful remain of a ſyſtem humiliating to man, 


and hoſtile to all improvement; a ſyſtem which, about 50 


years ago, prevailed in all its rigour throughout the nor- 
| thern part of Scotland, but which every enlightened land- 
lord, deſirous of the proſperity of his country, and of his 
own intereſt, has now abandoned. There are no encloſures 
nor plantations of trees, and ſcarcely one fifth of the pariſh | 


is arable. The whole, perhaps, ought to be converted into 
graſs farms, the coldneſs of the climate, and poverty of the 
ſoil, being inimical to cultivation. No marl has been 


found in this pariſh; and fuel for the purpoſe of burning 
lime cannot be obtained. With difficulty the inhabitants 


procure peats, turf, and heath for domeſtick uſe. Theſe are 
dug out of Newton moſs, or torn from the ſurface of the 


mountains; and the preparing and carrying home of that 


fue] conſumes a great part of ſummer.—There is no trade 
nor manufacture in this corner, but ſuch as is neceſſary 
to the accommodation of the natives, and their wants are 

1 | few. 


of Glentrathen, or Linrathen. zes 


it preſent may be computed at nearly goo. Of theſe about 
zo are denominated farmers, who occupy certain propor- 
tions of land, out ef which they tear a ſcanty ſubſiſtence. 
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few. Deſtitute of che dloganeita, and moſt of the conve. 
 niencies of life, their defires are limited. They enjoy little, 
and with that little are contented. Attached to their _ 
n * are n wad — &* 250606 


| Heritors—The . of heedeces 4 is OR none of wn 
_ refides in the pariſh. The valued rent of the moſt conſide. 
rable proprietor is L. 1074 GEES of the real rent! have 
nn e 


dark, diſproportioned fabrick, built at two different periods. 
The manſe is a wretched hovel, covered with thatch. The 
abject ſtate of this habitation is not owing to any reluctance 
in the heritors to grant repairs, but to another cauſe, which 
has now ceaſed to operate. The ſtipend 1s L. 400 Scots, 
and 40 bolls victual. The late incumbent, far advanced in 
life when promoted to this charge, officiated 20, and his 
two immediate predeceſſors 107 years. Walter Ogilvy, 
Eſq; of Clova, is patron.— The parochial ſchoolmaſter has a 
ſalary of fix or ſeven bolls oats, collected from the tenants, 
and ſome trifling fees. On this miſerable allowance he has 

| contrived to ſupport a family upwards of ſixty years. The 
hut in which he reſides is hardly fit to accommodate the 
meaneſt beggar.— The number of poor on the ſeſſion- roll is 


from 5 to 7. The funds allotted to their relief are the rent 


of a gallery in the church, the intereſt of a ſmall capital, 
the mortcloth money, and a weekly collection of 10 d. or 
75. The prices of labour and proviſions are the ſame as 
in the neighbouring pariſhes of Kingoldrum and Gleniſla. 


Language. — The names of the pariſh, and many places 
in it, ſeem to be partly Gaelic and partly Anglo-Saxon; 
but the language ſpoken by the inhabitants is Engliſh, or 2 
dialect of it Pn to North Britain. 
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NUMBER XXXVI. 


uxITED PARISHES oF HUTTON en 
CORRIE. 


(Counts AND: „ Srnen oF „ DowenIns, Paxenrrzar r 
enen 5 


15 Wizzzan STEWART, E of hits, near Tock. 


erbie. i 


Deſeription and Extent. 


THESE United Pariſhes extend from N. W. to 8. E. 


about 12 miles in length. The breadth is unequal. 
Each of the ends drawing to a point, and the middle parts 
wider, but irregularly ſo, on an average, may be nearly 
3 miles. They meaſure from 18, ooo to x9,000 acres. They 
are bounded on the N. E. about 9 miles by the ridge of 
hills, or waterfall, which divides Annandale from Eſk- 
dale. On the S. E. about 6 miles by the water of Milk, 


from its ſource downwards, which ſeparates the pariſh of 


Carrie from the pariſh of Tundergarth. The middle of 
| the 
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[ Deſtitnte of che elegancies, and moſt of the conve. 
niencies of life, their deſires are limited. They enjoy little, 
and with that little are contented. — to their ng 
N FF are aan 4 8 . 


 Heritors—The be of henkers 4 is ges, none of whom 
reſides in the pariſh. The valued rent of the moſt conſide. 


rable proprietor is L. 1074 e GEE real rent 1 1928 
not been intormed. 


* 
lurch, Seipend, PER Poor. —The at is an old, 
dark, diſproportioned fabrick, built at two different periods. 

The manſe is a wretched hovel, covered with thatch. The 
abje& tate of this habitation is not owing to any reluQance 
in the heritors to grant repairs, but to another cauſe, which 
has now ceaſed to operate. The ſtipend is L. 400 Scots, 
and 40 bolls victual. The late incumbent, far advanced in 
life when promoted to this charge, officiated 20, and his 
two immediate predeceſſors 107 years. Walter Ogilvy, 
Eq; of Clova, is patron.— The parochial ſchoolmaſler has a 
| ſalary of fix or ſeven bolls oats, collected from the tenants, 
and ſome trifling fees. On this miſerable allowance he has 
contrived to ſupport a family upwards of ſixty years. The 
hut in which he reſides is hardly fit to accommodate the 
meaneſt beggar.— The number of poor on the ſeſſion- roll is 
from 5 to 7. The funds allotted to their relief are the rent 
of a gallery in the church, the intereſt of a ſmall capital, 
the mortcloth money, and a weekly collection of 10 d. or 
1s. The prices of labour and proviſions are the ſame as 
in the neighbouring pariſhes of Kingoldrum and Gleniſſa. 


Language. — The names of the pariſh, and many places 
in it, ſeem to be partly Gaelic and partly Anglo-Saxon ; 
but the language ſpoken by the inhabitants is Engliſh, or 2 
dialect of it peculiar to North Britain. rs 
N UM- 
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22 and Extent. 


about 12 miles in length. The breadth is unequal. 
Each of the ends drawing to a point, and the middle parts 
wider, but irregularly ſo, on an average, may be nearly 


are bounded on the N. E. about 9 miles by the ridge of 
hills, or waterfall, which divides Annandale from Eſk - 


5 dale. On the 8. E. about 6 miles by the water of Milk, 
from its ſource downwards, which ſeparates the pariſh of 
Corrie from the pariſh of Tundergarth, The middle of 
Mu. | | | the 
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= the 990 lies ety 60 miles ſouth of Kids, and 
18 miles north of the Solway Frith at Port Annan, 


Waters. The water of Dryfe takes its riſe in Lochfell, 

at the N. W. corner of the pariſh of Hutton, and runs 

through it about 7 miles. The water of Corrie takes its 
riſe at the north march of theſe annexed pariſhes, and runs 
between them, or along them, about 6 miles, where it joins 
the water of Milk at Balſtack. 8 


Appearance or Apel —The view or aſpeRt of both pa- 
riſhes is very different from different points. Within fight 
of Dryfe, till near its ſource, the hills are of a fine verdure, 
the banks moſtly covered with wood. The water alter- 

nately on rock and gravel, makes the whole romantick and 
_ pleaſing. In fight of Milk, the view is ſomething ſimilar, 
but leſs hilly, leſs woody, and leſs rocky. In fight of 
Corrie, the extent of rich paſture and meadow is ſtriking, 


But on the heights between theſe waters, the ſcene is much 


the reverſe, It is partly moſſy, and generally bleak, but 
not barren. | 5 £ 1 


Names and Derivation. The name of Hutton is from 


the farms of Upper and Nether Hutton, ſituated within a 
mile of the church. In the 16th century the learnd and 


elegant biſhop of Dunkeld uſes the word Holt, for eleva- 
ted and hilly grounds, and Haut for a wood. Both the 
farms of Hutton anſwer this deſcription, being ſitutated on 
elevated ground riſing from Dryfe, having ſeveral ſmall 


hills, and bordered with natural wood. But how verſatile 


the meaning of words in living languages! Holt or Hott, 
is now diminiſhed to a very ſmall hay cock, or a ſmall 


quantity of manure before it is ſpread, The word is here 
now not known in any other ſenſe. Corrie is from the 


- Gaelic. The water of that name, ſets out from a narrow 
| glen 


but 
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glen gwilar to many of the ſmall gens named Corries i in 


the Hi ghlands 9. 


' Soil, —The ſoil of the high « or north parts 160 the pariſh 
is partly moſſy or mooriſh, excepting what lies within view 
of the waters. The corn-lands upon Dryfe, excluſive of 
the holms, are a rock gravel of a good quality. Thoſe upon 
Corrie are generally a fine clay, and the holms excel as 
meadow for producing large quantities of hay. The ſame 


clay ſoil prevails over the heights of Corrie, until it ap- 


proaches the water of ns; where again the rock . 


foil comes in. 


3 and Different Kinds of Sheep —The 1 or 


management of farmers in this pariſh is various. The upper 


part of the pariſh is all under ſheep, and chiefly breeding 


ſheep, The middle and lower parts of the pariſh have corn, 


cattle, and ſheep, moſtly changeable ſtocks. The ſheep in 
the higheſt farms are of the black. faced kind, called ſhort 


ſheep, and in farms rather lower fituated are white-faced, 
called long ſheep, now known under the name of the Che- 
viot breed ; each kind is held to have its qualities. The ſhort 


| ſheep are generally ſuppoſed the moſt hardy, and the wool of 


the Cheviot ſheep brings moſt money. It is more generally 
allowed, that when manufaQures are low and ſeaſons not 
good, the ſhort ſheep have moſt buyers; when circumſtan- 
ces are diſſerent, there is moſt demand for long ſheep. It 
is agreed on all hands, that there are many farmers in 
Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Weſtmoreland, Cumberland, and 

TL IE. 46 


* Hutton, it ſhould ſeem, was at ſome early period a more diſtinguiſh- 


ed place than in later times. Upon the farm of Nether Hutton, there is 


a mount, artificially formed, (and the higheſt of the Holte), now called 
Hutton Moat. It is large and diſtinct of the kind. It is granted by all, 


chat theſe moats were the places where courts were held, for the diſtri- 


button of juſtice. Mat is the word in Gaelic at this day fer a court ot 
juſtice. | 


Northumberland, 


Fg 
1 
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Northumberland, that live in the higher parts of theſe 
counties, who would on no account. buy any other than 
| ſhort ſheep. They lay theſe of a year old on commons ang 
high fells, where they ſay long ſheep would: not thrive, 
There are as many farmers in the ſame counties, who pre. 
fer the long ſheep, and buy no other ; both from an idea 
that the kinds they graze thrive beſt on their grounds, and 
conſequently make the ſureſt return. The ſheep of the 
ſouth of Scotland may be ſaid to be driven wholly to theſe 
counties, and while ſo decided a preference is by different 
buyers given to each kind, it ſeems at leaſt prudent in the 
Scotch breeders, to continue che Kinds for which * find 
che beſt demand. 
From the trials made of breeding long ſheep upon kigh 


farms in this pariſh and the neighbourhood, it does not 


ſeem to be well aſcertained that black-faced ſheep are the 
moſt hardy. On the farm of Mackmaw, the ſecond higheſt 


in this pariſh, long ſheep were laid in the year 1759; they | 


were continued for 9 years, and it is granted that no 
farm of the neighbourhood returned more to the tenant 
than Mackmaw did. This tenant removed i in 1768. He 

was ſucceeded by a man from Tweeddale, who ſtocked with 
_ the black-faced ſheep he was acquainted with. This man 
cannot be faid to have thriven, but there is a difference in 
men as well as in ſheep. The preſent tenant with black- 
faced ſheep thrives. It is obſerved, when there is a gene- 
ral failure in ſheep by wet and cold' ſeaſons, that long 
ſheep are more generally affected with the rot. This it is 
believed is the caſe ; but it is alſo the caſe, that ſhort ſheep 


generally inhabit the drieſt grounds. Let the farmers who | 


poſſeſs wet grounds in ſeaſons ſuch as 1790, 1791 and 
2792, and have-ſhort ſheep, ſpeak to the advantages they 


have had. If they had ſuch, it is e to their 


neighbours. 


The 
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The white - faced ſheep, however, are rather on the in- 


creaſe. The management of one farmer, may not be 
thought impertinent. Mr Graham of Shaw in the year 
1776, had his farms ſtocked with ſhort ſheep. About this 


time, the improvements in ſheep by Mr Bakewell were 


much ſpoken of. ' The late Earl of Hopetoun ſo known in 
rural economics, thought the Annandale ſheep might be 


improved by Bakewell's breed. He bought rams, and 


ſome of the tenants thought they paid a compliment to his 
Lordſhip, by giving a few of their ewes to try the croſs 
breed. It is ſaid the lambs got the run of the flock, and 
did not thrive. This is likely ; the hills of Annandale 
head are ſteep and high, and the prejudice of the farmers 


againſt ſo ſtriking an alteration in the appearance of their 
ſheep was great. Mr Graham was the only farmer who 


perſevered in changing his breed; without getting one 


white-faced ewe, he had a white-faced ſtock in a few years, 
by putting out the lambs which went moſt to the face and 


wool of his former ſheep. An unlucky circumſtance was 
like to have deſtroyed his whole ſtock ; and ro his loſs, 


add the mortification of his neighbours ſuppoſing, that it : 


was the reward of his temerity in adopting Engliſh ſheep. 
He had ſent a few of his tup-lambs to be wintered near the 
ſea· coaſt, in the view of their returning ſtronger, than if 


wintered on his own farms. They brought home, undiſ- 


covered, the ſcab. The whole flock was ſeized. Every 


remedy, then known, was applied for 4 years without ef- 


fect; and the farmer was on the eve of deſpair of ever re- 
covering them, after having loſt many hundred pounds by 
the diſeaſe. The preſcription, publiſhed for this diſorder 
by Sir Joſeph Banks, was obſerved in the newſpaper, and 
ynmediately applied, which had the effect to clear the 
itock totally in a few months *. This was only 3 years 
TS. 1 ago. 
* This preſcription was: — Take 1 lb. quickſilver, 2 lbs. hog-lard, I lb. 
Venice turpentine, 4 lb. oil or ſpirit of turpentine. The whole to be 
| beat, 
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go. Since then, the ſheep ſold from this ſtock brought 
more money than any of their neighbours. | The flock 
upon the average, fleeced a ſtone of 25'31b Engliſh for 
euch five fleeces, and ſold before the preſent 18 of f the 
| price of wool, at about 14 8. the ſtone. 

The lower part, and nearly the half of the pariſh, is oc- 
coupied for raifing corn, and grazing cattle and ſheep; and 
the tenants, who generally keep mares for their work, 
breed each a foal yearly, of a good draught Kind. For fe. 
veral years paſt, the raiſing of corn has been gradually 
giving place to the other purpoſes, This may have been 


partly owing to the increafing prices of ſheep and cattle, 


but may more particularly have been owing to the tenants 


having had no leaſes, or leaſes which did not exceed 9 


Fears. The want of roads, and diſtance from lime, 


prevented the advantages of art and improvement from 
keeping pace with the expenſe of labour; and the ac- 


cuſtomed multures were no leſs than the ninth corn, 
Theſe fignal diſadvantages are in a great meaſure got, and 
getting the better of. The chief proprietor of theſe pa- 
riſhes has lately annihilated the thirlage of his tenants in 


every degree. He has granted leaſes for 21 years, and 


communications to the lime- works, and markets are open- 
ing up. Though theſe are but recently ſet about, and far 
from being complete, the effect of them is already viſible. 
Ihe cattle and ſheep kept in this lower part of the pa- 
riſh are for the moſt part changeable ſtock. The cattle 
x 85 64, > . are 


beat, wrought and mixed together, till made into an ointment. The 
parts affected to be rubbed with a ſmall bit, about or leſs than a hazel nut. 
To prevent a flock of ſheep from being infected, rub a few ſheep, by 
_ laying the ointment in a ſtrip from the neck down the back to the ruwp, 
O APY down each hip, and a ſtrip down each Nigulder, 
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ate bought in at 2 and 3 years old, and fold the next ſea- 
ſon. The ſtrongeſt of them are driven next ſpring to the 
neighbourhood of London. The younger and leſſer are 
kept on till Auguſt, and ſold in the north of England. 
Sometimes theſe are changed oftener than once or twice 
in a year. Of the young cattle bred here, the ſtots, at 18 
months old, are ſold at Dumfries, and bought by the Gal- 
loway graziers ; and the heifers not kept for breeding are 
ſent into the north of England in September. Theſe are 
conſidered a true good breed of cattle, and bring as much 
money in proportion to their bone as any in Scotland, ex- 
cepting only Weſt Highlanders. The ſheep kept here are 
got in lambs from the breeders, and fold in hogs, 1. e. year 
old's. For particular farms, reckoned the higheſt or bleak- 
eſt, they are bought in hogs, — ſold in nates 1. e. 
wedders riſing two years old. . 
This mode of farmin 8. by ns ſtocks, has avis 
tages and diſadvantages in the extreme. When managed 


with attention and ſkill, and ſufficient funds, the return is 
certain, and the difference of high or low prices will af- 


ſe& the farmer very little. If he ſell cheap, he buys pro- 
portionally ; ; and when he ſells even at the fame prices he 
bought in at the year before, he may {till have enough 
left to pay his rent. His riſk however 1s great. He ſells 
his whole ſtock yearly, or oftener, in place of ſelling only 
the yearly caſt of his ſtock as the breeder does. He has o- 
ther material diſadvantages. He is led often away from 
his home and farm, which muſt ſuffer in his abſence ; and 
if he have not more than an ordinary ſhare of prudence, he 
18 lod to diſhpation. „ 


Enclafng.— There are yet little encloſed lands in the pa- 
riſn. The farms for breeding ſheep are from 500 to 2500 
acres. In theſe there is room to hirſel or keep ſeparate, 

different 


though there are ſome thouſands of acres in the lower part 


andi rye-graſs grow well where ſown. Wheat has not fil 
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Jiferant. kinds of theep, which mokas the want tof fences 
the leſs felt. Some ſtone walls have been put up between 
different proprietors, which have, proved advantageous and 
ſatisfactory in ſo far as they have ſtood. But the ſtone is 
generally of a bad quality. By a few years expoſure to 
the air, it moulders and falls. The uſe of keeping ſheep, 

and diſadvantages before mentioned of the want of leaſes, 
Sc. has hitherto prevented encloſing by thorn hedges, 


of the pariſh well adapted for it. Hedges tried there thrive 
 uncommonly. The hedge of one field encloſed at Wyn. 
holmhall, would turn a bull in n leſs than 10 years * the 
8 thorns were n | | 


W —The crops be are e chiefly oats, "ny barley, 
potatoes, a few turnip, and flax in ſmall quantities. Clover 


led to perfection, where tried; but none has been attempt- 
ed in the moſt likely places. It ſeems once to have been 
the growth of Corrie. Two ers are named Whening, 
or Whitrigs. : 


| Proprietors, and Namber of F, arm. The whole of Hut- 
ton and Corrie belong in ſuperiority to the Earl of Hope- 
toun, as heir of the Annandale family, and nearly four- 


fifths of them are his property. There are 6 other heri- I 
tors. The rental of the whole is about L. 3000. The 
number of ſheep is nearly 12,000. Cattle, 1200; horſes, 

140. There are 2 farms, each of L. 220; 4 from L. 140 
to L. 180 7 from L. 80 to L. 120; 7 from L. 50 to L. bo, : 
14 from L. 30 to L. 50; and 4 under L. 30. . 

1 
Inbabitant t—The number of inhabitants of theſe pa- j 
riſhes 1n 1755 was 993. In 1793, they are of all ages, | 


583. 
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383. The decreaſe has probably been owing to laying 
farms together. There were in the firſt mentioned period 
many of them poſſeſſed run-dale, with 2, 4, or 6 tenants 
in 2 farm. In all fituations, the reſtriction of each farm to 
one tenant has been found the firſt neceſſary ſtep to im- 
provement, particularly for improvement of ſheep and 
cattle. The number of farmers, as obſerved, is 41, and 
cottagers of all kinds, 85, which includes 2 millers, 1 dyer 
and walk-miller, 1 ſhopkeeper, 1 x publican, 2 tailors, 1 
ſhoemaker, 15 weavers, 2 wrights, the reſt labourers and 
herds, No record has been kept for many youre back of 
the Win, marriages, or deaths. | 


Mt: ;ſcellaneous Obſervations —The number of plou ghs i in 
the pariſh is about 40, and carts 80. There are about 
730 acres annually in tillage, of which 4 are in oats; the 
other 4 in barley, potatoes, ſome turnip, and a ſmall quan- 
tity of flax for every farm, not commonly exceeding 20 
falls for each. The crops of the pariſh ſerve the inhabi- | 
tants. In the ſevere years of 1782 and 1783, though 
ſome particular farms of dry land ſold oats for ſeed, yet the 
generality of tenants bought meal and potatoes. But they 
were at no loſs to be ſupplied, as the neighbouring pariſhes 
lower fituated had abundant crops in theſe years. There 
are no markets within the pariſh; each farm ſupplies i it- 


felf *. 
Stipend, 


* Fowls are ſold here at 8 d. and chickens at 3 d. for the Edinburgh 
market; and eggs at 3 d. the dozen are carried by Tiviotdale to Berwick, 
for the London market. Every farmer feeds one or two ſwine, and many 
cottagers one. They are killed from 10 to 15 months old, and fold from 
L. 2 to L. 3, 10s. Butter brings 6 d. and lean cheeſe green, 2 d. the Ib. 
Engliſh ; ewe milk cheeſe green, 3 d. the 1b. ditto. Labourers get from 
Is. to 1s. 4 d. in ſummer and harveſt, a rod. in winter. The wages 
of men ſervants are from L. 7 to . 83 and of ſervant women from L 3 ts 
1.4 yearly. ua 
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by Schooks Poor,” We The Earl of Ropetom is 
I patron of both the pariſhes of Hutton and Corrie. They 
were united, it is ſuppoſed, ſoon after the Reformation. 
There are now no traces of a place of worſhip at Corrie, 
_ excepting the burying- ground, which is well fenced. The 
church of Hutton was built in 1764, and the manſe in 1755. 
They have had often ſmall repairs ſince then. The mini. 
ſter's ſtipend, including allowance for communion. elements, 
is 1300 merks, or L. 72: 4 : S. The glebe is extenſive, 
and worth about L. 12 yearly.—The pariſh of Corrie in 
1727 had L. 280 Sterling left to it by Mr Edward Moffat 


of Exeter, a native of the pariſh, for paying a ſchoolmaſter. 


The heritors have granted him a houſe and ſmall glebe, 


and the inhabitants have been fortunate in having good 


teachers. The heritors of Hutton give a voluntary ſalary 
of L. 8: 6: 8 to a ſeparate ſchoolmaſter; and their ſchool 
has alſo been generally well ſupplied. The pariſhioners 
think they have been the better, ſo that the teacher was 
removable at will. But it is not meant to infer that this 
would be proper or juſt as a general practice. If it were, the 
employment of ſchoolmaſter, at all times poor, would in 
old age be dependent alſo.—The poor of the pariſh have 
not been very many. Their fund of money at intereſt has 
been ſmall, and is at preſent none ; but the aged and fallen 
back tenants and cottagers have been well attended to by the 
chief heritors of the pariſh, by providing them generally 


with houſes, ſome of them with a cow's graſs, and an acre 


or two of land, and giving them temporary aids in money. 
This has been done at an expenſe not exceeding L. 25 
yearly ; and there has not been a beggar in the pariſh for 
many years. SY = 1 


C baracter of the People. —The people of theſe pariſhes 
have been at all times regular in their conduct, and well 
2 diſpoſed 
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pole to gerelhäaite * They are e generally ſober and 
induſtrious in rhefr way; and cheir manners becoming and 


relpectful. In juſtice to the female part of them it muſt 


be ſaid, that in induſtry and ſobriety they excel, with ſcarce 


an exception remembered. Where a farmer has not thri- 
ven, the blame has ever been on his ſide of the houſe. No 
capital offence, and few miſdemeanors, are remembered ta 
have happened within the pariſn. A number of the people 


of this pariſh, however, entered into the Seceſſion from the 
Eſtabliſned Church ſo. early as the year 1736, and they 


were partly the ſupport of the meeting houſe chen erected 


at Lockerbie. Several of them ſtill attend there; but they 
are by no means rigid againſt the Eſtabliſhed Church. If 
they are diſappointed of their own paſtor, moſt of them 
do not rs: to hear the neareſt . ME. 28 


nen Sehe pariſh is is in diet reckoned heaktby; 
yet there are not many old perſons in it at preſent, and no 


account of any extraordinary inſtances of longevity. In 


1792, one died aged 92. There are now only 4 men be- 


tween 80 and 85; 11 between 70 and 80; and 21 between 


60 and 70. The complaints moſt general are fevers and 


conſumptions. A malignant fever carried off about 12 


young people about 15 years ago; but there is no other 
inſtance remembered of the ſame kind. Inoculation is 
practiſed, but not. commonly. The natural, ſmall pox 
have not of late been mortal, nor are they Wee to 
have boon much fo formerly. | 


Antiquities —There are not many antiquities attended to. 
There are ſeveral remains of old encloſures, of a circular 
form, called Britiſh forts, and a ſquare one at Cartertown, 
of the Roman kind; but there is no record nor tradition of 
thoſe who founded or uſed them. Two of them ſeem to 
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deſerve moſt notice. About 4 miles from the ſource of 
Dryfe, the water makes a right angle from E. to S.; in 
this angle the hill Carthur riſes almoſt perpendicular 400 
or 500 feet; on the ſummit, or pinnacle of it, there is one 
of theſe encloſures, which appears to have been ſtrong; and 
on one fide of it there has evidently been a well ſunk in 
the rock, which ſtill holds water. On the hill, on the op- 

| polite fide of the water, there has been a ſimilar fort, but 
no well is obſervable; and between them, near the water, 
there has been two ſtrong ſquare encloſures. Of known 
old buildings, the reſidence of the lairds of Corrie is 
the moſt diſtinct. It ſtands on the brink of the water 
of Milk at Corrymains; it is called the Lun. Part 
of the walls are ſtill of a conſiderable height, but it has pro- 
bably been little inhabited ſince the family of Johnſtone 
acquired the eſtate of Corrie, by marriage with the daughter 
of Sir Thomas Corrie, near 300 years ago. There are ſtill 
 fome viſible remains of their deer-park, which almoſt ſur- 
rounds the farms of Penlaw and Parkcleughfoot *. 


Names. 


* The Grahams of Gilleſbie had their refidence ut a place called Maſ- 
keria, of which there is ſome remains and appearance of ſtrength on the 
farm of Cloſs. But they removed from it near 300 years ago to a tower 
| on the brink of Dryfe, which, by the thickneſs of the walls, and the foſſe, 
appears to have been ſtrong; but having been treated like many others of 
the ſame kind, and converted into a quarry for other buildings, there are 
now only a few yards high of the walls remaining. The deſcendents of 
this family (till retain property in the neighbourhood. In this tower it 
was, that the Preſident of the Court of Seſſion was lodged, when taken 
away to prevent his giving a ſecond deciſion in a ſuit, in which one of 
the parties thought the Preſident had too much influence. It is ſaid, he 1 
was watched by a party of horſemen, and apprehended when on the way to 
his houſe near Leith, and carried off blindfolded, without ſtopping, till be 
was brought to the tower of Gilleſbie; he was alſo blindfolded in his re- ; 
turn, and ſet down at the place he was taken up. Ti is ſaid, he was 1g- 
norant 


v1 Hutton and Corrie. RE = 


DIR, \ names of 2 and * in theſe e 


"are of the preſent Engliſh language, with very few excep· 
tions. The loweſt, or moſt ſouthern farm of the pariſh on 


the fide of Milk, is called Balftack, evidently from the 


Gaelic, and probably means the Town of large old Trees. 


Others, without any known ſignification, as Mackmaw, | 
ſeem of Gaelic ſound. Some names of the hills are ſo allo, 


25 s Carthur, Scoup, Talmeilloch . 


| Beafts jd Birds —The wild dari: are foxes, hares, . 
polecats and weaſels. The laſt generation remembered 


roes in the woods of Dryfe. Otters half a century ago 


were frequent. They are now very rare. Game are moor- 


fowl and partridge ; heath hens are ſeen, but no black- 


cock. Theſe hens are fappoſed to come from the pariſh i 


of Johnſtone. Wild geeſe in winter. Wild ducks, plover, 
and lapwing : The laft was very numerous 40 years ſince. 
They are now, it is reckoned, not one for a hundred. 


Singing birds abound particularly on Dryfe, as the thruſn, 


Sack bord, goldfinch, linnets a 1 all Kinds, Sc. There 1 is a 


CY a feet al heronry | 


| | norant of the place he was carried to, till upon occaſion of his afterwards | 


riding between Jedburgh and Dumfries, he came the road by the tower 
of Gillewie, and accidentally heard a voice call a dog, Battie! Batrie 
in the ſame manner and tone he was acquainted with when in che tower. 
This was ſoon after * ten of che Court of Wen 5 


* + The names of waters here, as is ity the caſe; ſeem loft in an- 


tiquity. Dryſe, in the 12th. century, in the charter by David Prince of 


Cumberland to the Biſhop of Glaſgow, is called Drive, and Drive dale. 
This, as well as Milk, has no known derivation. Corrie only retains a 
name anfwerable to the preſent meaning of the word as before mentioned. 


There are ſeveral terminations in Cleugh, as Cowancleugh, Wynholm- 
cleugh, &c. This is alſo a Gaelic word, and anſwers to à cut in the 


earth, Every cleugh is a cut by the water. 
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 heronry at Shaw on Dryfe, where ſome bundreds are hed! 
-yearly, and have. been ſo, paſt, 'all account of the Place, 
"The number of breeders do not ſeem to have increaſed ; in 


the memory of man, though they are rather protected than pol 
"otherwiſe. They bring fiſh for their young g, 4 pound weight, falt 
From the lakes of Lochmaben, 8 or 10 miles diſtant. In and 

the Cocklaw gilt at Mackmaw, a falcon has bred, paſt me- of | 


"Vary of man. They are reckoned of the Ile of Man, or 
true game kind. The male is of a very light blue colour ; 
the female a dark marbled brown, and by much ſtronger * 
than the male. They bave been taken and bred to hunt, 
and are reckoned to excel. The herds, for 10 miles round, 
are acquainted with the male, and few of them but have 
ſmared of his prey. The moor- cock ſtands him but one 
ſtroke; and when a herd is in fight, and not far diſtant, he 
commonly gets the game. The female hawk has been 
ſometimes ſhot. The male diſappears, but returns in a 
few days with another female. There are other hawks 
and kites of various kinds. But the moſt deſtructive of all 
ravenous animals to game and to ſheep alſo, is the ſmall 
raven, which in this part of the country is entirely black, 


but is the ſame with the grey or hooded crow of other 
parts of Inn. 


ri es, The three waters mentioned are well ſupplied 
with trout ; grilſes and ſalmon-trout come far up in 
them in the ſpawning time. They do not meet with the 
ſame protection they do in moſt other waters in Scotland 
at that ſeaſon. It is little wonder they ſhould not, in the 


{mall waters of this pariſh, where the people are not be- 
nefited iy them when the fiſh is of more value. But it 1s 
ſurpriſing, that even proprietors of fiſhings upon Annan 
Kill ſalmon down to November, and ſee them deſtroyed 
| under 


of Hutton and Corrie, 56K 


under their eye with the leiſter or ſpear, upon the ſpawn 
bed. The deſtruction of the ewe in lamb, or the hen up- 
on eggs in March, would not more demonſtrate the im- 
policy and depravity of man. It is beyond a doubt, that 
ſalmon return from the ſea to the rivers they are bred in, 
and the fiſher i is 10 $ ſure of them a as the ſhepherd of the caſt 
of his flock. WAA TH HOTRE 
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(Counrr « or pen SYNOD or 7 GALLowar, Parsbr. 
| TERY OF STRANKALK.) 


By the Rev. ANTHONY STEWART, D. D. 


Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, &c. 


W obſervations occur reſpecting this pariſh may 
be comprehended within narrow bounds, as it af- 

fords little matter for ſtatiſtical inveſtigation. Previous to 
the year 16.:6, it made part of Glenluce ; but for the bet- 
ter accommodation of the inhabitants, this extenſive tract 
of land was divided into two pariſhes, one named New, 
the other Old Luce. The preſbytery records bear, that at 
the time this disjunction was effected, that the local ſti- 
pend which belonged to Old Luce, was transferred for a 
ſtipend to the miniſter of the new pariſh, together with 
the ſuperplus of the arrears of a certain ſum of money, 
which had been mortified for a ſtipend to Old Luce. The 
name New, applied to this pariſh, is explained from what 
has been ſaid above; z 2s for the word Luce, 1 it ſignifies 2 
& flower 


BY- 


: LE New Lace. = ; hs 


6 | Seine: | or nds 2 The reaſon why the two pariſhes, be- 

fore their disjunction, obtained the name of Glenluce, may 
be owing to this, that the land an each fide the river Luee 
riſes high, and is adorned with. a great variety of plants, 


forming, what in this country is called a glen, beſides that, 


there are conſiderable tracts of rich holm adjoining to the 


tiver; hence, when compared with the land that is contigu- 
eus to it, which formerly was moſtly covered with heath, 
itabounded with a greater variety of plants. It is of an ir- 
regular figure, about 10 Engliſh miles in length, and from 


5 to 6 in breadth ; is bounded by Old Luce on the S. and 
8. E.; by Kirkcowan on the E. and N. E.; by Colmonell 


on the N. Balantrae on the W. and by the Inch on the 
8. W. It conſiſts partly of high and low land. The ara- 
ble land is but little, when compared to its extent; the 
greater part of the high land being covered with rocks, 


beath, or with a moſfy ſurface; and on part of it grows a 


coarſe Kind of graſs called ſprett, which is cut by the ſar- 


mers for hay. The greater part of the arable land hes a- 
long the banks of the rivers, 


Res Ve. —T'ws ſmall rivers run through part of the 


pariſh, one named Luce-water, which forms the boundary 
between it and Ballantrae, and for a conſiderable way be- 
| tween it and the Inch : The other river is named the Croſs 
water, which runs N. and S. through the middle of the upper 
part of the pariſh, and empties itſelf into Luce-water, a little 
below where the church ſtands. A. conſiderable quantity of 
ſalmon is annually caught in both rivers, but in greateſt 
quantity in Luce-river. The common way of taking them. 
here, is with an inſtrument called a leiſter, the beds of the 


rivers being ſo roeky as not to admit of their being 


draughted with nets, except only in a few places. They 
 feldom have it in their power to kill ſalmon in perfection 


Here, 


| 
1 
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i 


* 
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here, Vendte the * middle of June, and eb 0 over towards 


the 27th of September. It is obſerved; that the ſkin of 


the ſalmon, when it firſt gets up the river; is of a ſil very 
colour; but after remaining for fome time in the rivers, the 
waters of which are deeply tinged with moſs, it becomes 
of a browniſh: yellow. There is alſo ſea-trout to be found, 
and great abundance of freſn- water trout; beſides the a. 
bove mentioned rivers, there is a ſmall one named Tarf. 
water, which forms the e & eee, "ey _ and 
Kirkeowan. 88 


N Minerals —Two. attempts hate bead dome ade; in queſt 

of lead ore in the farm of Knockebay, belonging to the 
Earl of Stair ; the firſt was made ſome years ago, and at 
that time ſome hundred weights of rich ore were obtained; 
within theſe two years a ſecond trial was made; but at 
this time little further was attempted than clearing part of 
the old works. It does not appear that the workmen, in 


either of theſe trials, had met with any thing like a vein, 


but only maſſes of floating ore. Though appearances were 


flattering, yet the undertaking appears to be abandoned for 


reaſons 1 not een 


e n. return to Dr Webſter, in 1 7 55,7 Was 
459 ſouls. As the land is of a mooriſh nature, there are 
but few inhabitants compared to the extent of the pariſh, 
being not more than 409 in whole, of which number about 
72 live in the village adjoining to the church. No accu- 
rate regiſter hath been kept as to births and burials; I 
cannot therefore exactly aſcertain the number of either for 
any given period of time; but from what information I 
have received, I am led to conclude that the number of 
births will, communibus annis, be from 6 to 5, and of bu- 
rials from 5 to 6, and as to marriages, from 3 to 4103 
year, | 


F. ar mers 


in of 


„the 


of New Luce. | | 585 


Farmers, Herttors, MIA Vc. The variſh is di- 
vided into 32 farms, which are held 1 in leaſe by 27 farmers. 
The preſent rental is about L. 1100. The heritors are five 
in number, only one of whom refides within the pariſh. 
The farmers look toward their black cattle and ſheep for 
the payment of the maſter and their own profits. There 
are yearly ſold by them about 364 black cattle, of a ſmall 


breed, but which, when removed to rich land, fatten in a 
ſhort time. The other article they have to diſpoſe of is 
ſheep, of which they ſell annually about 1480, and about 


672 ſtones of wool. The mutton of this place hath long 
and deſervedly been eſteemed for its excellent flavour. The 


wool 1s alſo of a good quality, and hath, for theſe ſome 
years bypaſt, ſold from gs. to 13 s. the ſtone. The pariſh hath 

not hitherto ſupplied itſelf with grain, but in time, I doubt 
not, will be able to remedy this defect. The land, in its 


natural ſtate, makes but very poor returns to the farmer; 


but when dreſſed with lime, pays handſomely, a trial ha- 


ving already been made in three of the farms. As the 


great body of the farmers did not think of improving their 


land at the commencement of their preſent leaſes, now 


that they are willing, they are diſcouraged on account of the 
ſhortneſs of their leaſes, moſt of them expiring in the courſe 
of five or ſix years. The expenſe of dreſſing the land with 
lime is too great for the farmer to be paid in the courſe of 


ſo ſhort a leaſe, having to carry it upwards of five miles, 


and beſides to pay at the rate of 1s. 2 d. the buſhel, of 


which from 45 to 5 are required to an acre. Theſe, 
though the great obſtacles towards the improving their land 
at preſent, are not the only, the roads in the pariſh being 
in ſuch a ſtate as to be almoſt impaſſable with carriages of 


any kind; even the principal road is at times ſo, only a 
imall part of it as yet being formed. Although other cir- 


cumſtances favoured, yet ſo long as the roads remain in their 


Vol. XIII. 4 E | preſent 
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| preſent ſtate, the farmer muſt labour under conſiderable 
difficulties. It muſt be allowed, that the funds of the pa- 
ith that are appropriated to this uſe are but ſmall, being 
not more than L. 15 yearly, which have hitherto been em- 
ployed towards mending à few of the worſt parts of the 


roads, and the forming a e, which runs nlong the 8. | 
| end of the pariſh, 


; Stipend, t9c—The living is L. 60 a-year, together with 
a glebe, conſiſting of from 16 to 20 acres of land, about 4 
of which are not arable. As for the manſe, it is at preſent 
in a ſtate of ruins, but orders have been given oy a new one 
to be built. 


1 &c.—In this pariſh there is s ſcarce any naturalor 
artificial curioſity that deſerves being mentioned. Towards 
the N. E. ſide of it, there are two large ſtones that ſtand erect 
on a ſmall eminence, on one of which is cut the rude figure 
of a croſs, but I cannot learn that there is any tradition re- 
ſpecting them. There are alſo ſeveral ſmall cairns to be 
met with in different parts of the pariſh, and upon remo- 
ving the ſtones of ſome of them, urns have been found; 
which affords a confirmation of the preſent prevailing opi- 


nion reſpecting their having boen burying places 1 in former 
times. | 


Hint for Improvement.—This place ſeems to be advanta- 
geouſly ſituated for erecting a woollen manufactory, as a 
ſufficiency of water may be had for driving a ſpinning- 
mill, being not more than five miles diſtant from the bay 
of Luce, where ſmall veſſels of 60 tons burthen, and up- 
Wards, may ride ſafe at anchor. 


NUM. 


of Langholn. 5 


NUMBER xxx vin. 


PARISH or LANGHOLM, 


(CounTY AND SYNoD of DUMFRIES, PRESBYTERY OF 


LANGHOLM.) 


By the Rev. My Taomas MaRT1N. 


Name, Situation, Extent, Gc. 


TT may, perhaps, be ſuperfluous to obſerve, that Lang- 


Bolm, or Longholm, obviouſly derives its name from 


the holm, or flat land, extending along the banks of 
the river Eſk, moſt of the lands or farms on either 
| fide of this river being defigned by this term, as Broom- 
holm, Murtholm, Stubholm, Meikleholm, Millholm, Pot- 
holm. Langholm 1s fituated nearly in the centre of that 
diſtri& of the county called Eſkdale *. It is nearly 6 miles ; 


2 and 


* It was erected in 1703 into a pariſh, from the ſuppreſſed pariſhes of 
Wauchope and Staple. Gordon, formerly a menſal pariſh belonging to the 
Biſhop of Galloway, part of which laſt pariſh now belongs to Weſterkirk. 


About the beginning of the laſt century, the pariſh of Morton, (from which 
the noble family of Morton, it is ſaid, derive their title, and not from 
| M.-orton 
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and a half ſquare, and is interſected by the Eſk, which, al. 
lowing for ſome ſmall windings, runs through it almoſt due 
ſouth. It contains, excluſive of Halfmorton, about I 4,320 
acres; of which, 12,600 belong to the Duke of Buccleugh; 
150% to Mr Maxwell of Broomholm ; 200 to the heirs of 
the late Mr Lothian of Staffold; and the remaining 20 to 
Mr Little, proprietor of a half of one of the 10 merk lands 
of Langholm. | 


8 Soil, Climate. Diſeaſes —The ſoil of this pariſh varies 
much in different places. Much the greater part of it con- 
fiſts of hills, beautifully covered to their ſummits with ver. 
dure, and let out in ſheep farms at, from near L. 200 to 

L. 25 a- year. The land upon the banks of the Eſk and 
the Ewes is flat, and in general conſiſts of a light loam, 

In ſome places it is rather gravelly. All along the 
_ courſe of the Eſk, the fields are well cultivated, and 
yield, or are capable of yielding, luxuriant crops of oats, 

barley, turnip, clover, and rye-graſs, and alſo ſome excel- 
lent wheat, particularly the lands on the E. fide of this 
beautiful river, which are well ſheltered by woods and 
| thriving 


Morton in Nithſdale, as is commonly ſuppoſed), in Annandale, was ſup- 
preſſed, and the half of it annexed to Wauchope, then a very ſmall pariſh, 
which annexation ſtill continues by the name of Halfmorton. The other 
half was united to Canonbie, Before the year 1743, Langholm, with the 
other four pariſhes in Eſkdale, Ewes, Weſterkirk, Eſkdalemuir, and Ca- 
nonbie, belonged to the Preſpytery of Middlebie ; but upon a repreſenta- 
tion to the General Aſſembly, of the inconveniencies which the clergy in 
this quarter laboured under, from bad roads, and their great diſtance from 
the Preſbjtery ſeat, &c. they were, by an act of that Venerable Court, 
May 21, 1943, disjoined from the 6 pariſhes in Annandale, viz, Annan, 
Hoddom, Dornoch, Middlebie, Kirkpatrick-Fleeming, aud Gratney, and 
creed into the preſbytery of Langholm, with the addition of Caſtletown, 
iu the county of Roxburgh, which, previous to that period, belonged to 
ue preſbytery of Jedburgh, 


of Langbolm: 58g ; 


thriving hedges. On the I and W. fide of the town there 
are alſo ſome ſmall orchards, which, from their ſheltered 
ſituation, are in good years very productive. In the gar- 
dens adjoining the town, all hortulan vegetables grow vi- 
gorouſly, and arrive at great perfection. Not only in this 
pariſh, but alſo in the whole diſtrict of Eſkdale, it has been 
aſcertained by accurate calculations, that more rain falls 


by a third than either at Hawick or Selkirk. This differ- 
ence is imputed to the communication with the Atlantic 


by the Solway frith, from which, as being a much larger 
collection of water than the German ſea, there muſt, of 
courſe, be a much greater degree of exhalation, which the 
attraction of the ſurrounding hills, acting as alembicks, con- 
denſes and diſcharges in rain, Our heavieſt rains, conſe- 
quently, are thoſe from the S. W. which is expoſed to the 
Solway frith. N otwithſtanding, however, the conſequent 
moiſture of the atmoſphere, the inhabitants, both in the 
town and land ward part of the pariſh, are in general very 
healthy, and many of them live to a great age *. Though 
| 1 8 0 in 


* Mr James Mouat, ſurgeon, a native of Aberdeenſhire, died here 
about 17 years ago, at the reputed age of 120. Certain it is, William Gar- 


rioch, M. D. (from the ſame county), preceptor to the late and preſent 


Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, and who died in the year 1968, at the 


nge of 74, attended him as a ſcholar when he kept a ſchool in Aberdeen 


about the end of the laſt century. In the year 1781, George Swan, 
cooper, died at the advanced age of 105, and was walking about a few 
days previous to his death. John Brown, dyer, died in the year 1776, at 
the age of 101, and his ſons, who follow the ſame employment, enjoy 
perfect health, and carry on buſineſs with laudable induſtry, at the ages 
of 82 and 96. It is but fair, however, to ſay, that theſe two inſtances of 
longevity have no other youchers than their own report when living, cor- 
roborated by the concurring teſtimony of their relatives, and of the pariſh 
at large. Prior to thoſe periods, there are no regular regiſters extant, by 
which the time of their births can be aſcertained. Since the induction of 
the 
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in winter the air is very penetrating upon the hills, yet in 


the vallies, where the inhabitants moſtly reſide, it is much 
milder than in leſs elevated ſituations. This, no doubt, is 


owing to the hills that environ and protect them from the 
piercing winds, which blow from the N. and E. and to the 
reflected rays of the ſun. It may alſo deſer ve notice, that 
when the poſt-road, 10 miles northward, is rendered al. 
moſt impaſſable by the ſnows, the ground here is ſcarcely 
covered, the quantity decreaſing as 70 18 


the Solway frith. 


Minrrale, 8 Sc. —Lead has been diſcovered many 
years ago upon the farm of Weſtwater, belonging to the 
Duke of Buccleugh. A company from Derbyſhire have 


lately contracted to work it, but they have not yet begun 
their operations. Some veins of the ſame metal have alſo 


been 


_ preſent incumbent to this pariſh, Auguſt 11, 1791, three men have died, 

whoſe ages were 90, $9, and 83; and five women, whoſe ages were 88, 
86, $4, and 79. William Nicol, a reſpectable tenant of the Duke of 
Buccleugh, is now living upon the farm of Cawfield, aud enjoying good 
| health at the age of 90, who, a few years ago, married his third wife, by 


whom he has a young family, He 1s ſtill active and healthy, attends 


fairs and markets, and is very ſhrewd and accurate in all his tranſactions, 


In the town, and within a mile of it, 19 men are now living, whoſe ages 


are 90, 86, 85; 2 who are 83; and 3 $2, 81, and 79; 6 women are alſo 
alive, whoſe ages are 88, 87.85, 83, $2, and 81. Without detailing 


the ages of perſons from 7o to 60, of whom there is a conſiderable num» 
ber, the above inſtances of longevity may fuffice to ſhow, that though the 


climate be moiſt, yet it is not adverſe to health. Indeed, there are ſeldom 


any epidemical diſeaſes either in the town or country; few fevers occur; 

| and when they do, they are rarely fatal; for theſe laſt two years, none 
have died of them. The prejudices againſt inoculation are, m a great 

_ meaſure removed, and people of all denominations have early recourſe to 
this happy diſcovery, in order to avert from their children the dreadful _ 


effects of the ſmall pox by natural infection. If we except the poorer 


claſſes of the people, who are, often from poverty and damp houſes, at- : 


flicted with the rheumatiſm, there are no endemic diſorders prevalent: | 


lat 
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been diſcovered upon the eſtate of John Maxwell, Eſq; of 
Broomholm, (the ingenious author of the Effay upon 


« Tune *.“) near the bed of the EſK; but though the 


ſymptoms in both places are ſaid to be very promiſing, 
nothing yet has been done to proſecute the diſcoveries. 
On the ſame eſtate, there are alſo ſtrong appearances of 


copper; ſmall ſeams of coal have likewiſe been found 


there. In the weſtern diſtrict of the pariſh, called Wauch- 
opedale, there are 3 medicinal ſprings, 1 ſulphureous, and 


2 chaly beate; the firſt is reſorted to with ſucceſs, by pa- 
tients afflicted with ſcrofulous and cutaneous diſorders. 


The Grains Well is a very ſtrong chalybeate, and could : 


patients be accommodated near it, it would be much fre- 
quented, as many have felt its ſalutary effects in diſeaſes 


1 for | 


The Rev. Mr Martin, author of this valuable account of the pariſh. 
of Langholm, having made mention of Mr Maxwell's Eſſay upon Tune, 
it may not be unacceptable, eſpecially to the muſical reader, to ſtate in 
few words, what is the ſubject of that performance. The plan is beau- 


tiful and new: The object is to attain Perfect Tune, in contradiſtinction 


to what is called Temperament. From the key of C natural, in the Dia- 


tonic ſcale of 7 degrees, he has thence proceeded in a chain vf reforma- 


tion through every other key of the ſyſtem, by means of tuning the AD- 
juncT keys, exactly the ſame as the PRINCIPAL ; and all this is effec- 


tuated in the ſimpleſt manner, by the inſertion of grave /econds and : 
fat ſevenths, equally agreeable to the ear, as acute ſeconds and ſburp 
ſevenths. The author has farther extended his reformation to the Semi- 


tonic ſcale of 12 degrees, through all its 24 keys, both in the violin and 


organ; and till by the ſame means of double ſeconds and ſevenths, With 


reſpec to the violin, he quotes paſſages from the works of the greateſt 
maſters, Tartini, Corelli and Giardini, which ſhow that they were not 
ſufficiently acquainted with the true tuning of the fiddle, and have writ- 
ten paſſages for that inſtrument, which cannot be executed, | 

Mr Maxwell's work is comprehenſive, ingenious, and profound; but 
farther particulars, it would be unſuitable, to a publication of this kind, 
to ſtate, At the ſame time, there comes within the ſcope of it, a brief 
notice of diſcoveries, and of eminent men, in every pariſh. 
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for which ſuch waters are preſcribed. The other rife, 


upon the glebe, and is only half a mile from the town. 
| This js not ſo copious a ſpring as the other, but the water 
18 leid to be ain ſalubrious. PE” 


© Rental, Proprietors, 8 Tenants, c.—The valued rent of 
Langholm, in the county ceſs-book, is 9321 merks Scots, 


the real, above L. 2000 Sterling; the valued rent of Half. 


morton is 1650 merks, the real, L. 972. The real rent of 
the pariſh may at leaſt be eſtimated at L. 3000 Sterling, 
Except two farms belonging to William Pulteney, Eſq; 
Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Baronet, is the ſole 
proprietor of Halfmorton. This diſtrict is about 4 miles 
ſquare. By the intervention of Middlebie on the N. and 
Canonbie on the N. E. it is entirely ſeparated from Lang- 
| holm, to which, notwithſtanding ſo ſtrange and awkward 


_ a connexion, it has now been annexed for almoſt two cen - 


turies. The ſoil along the banks of the Sark, and the Lo- 
gan, (a ſtream interſecting it from N. to S.) is rich, in 
ſome places, and yields good crops of oats, peaſe, rye, clo- 
ver and rye- graſs, barley, and ſometimes wheat, The a- 
rable land is in general a mixture of moſs and clay, which, 
in dry ſeaſons, produces heavy crops. Beſides a great 
quantity of oak, aſh, alder, and underwood, with which 
the Sark and the Logan are beautifully overhung, chere 


are likewiſe large and thriving plantations of various Kinds 


of firs, alſo of aſh, elm, Fc. which, (being all careful) 
encloſed, and great numbers of them ſold yearly for ſtakes 
uſed in the ſalmon-fiſheries upon the Solway frith), are no 
leſs beneficial to the proprietor, than ornamental to the 
country. The people in general are healthy, and ſubject 
to no diſeaſes, but ſuch as are peculiar to ſimilar fitua- 
tions. 


= 


tions . In the centre of this diſtri, there is a chapel 


where Divine ſervice is performed every fourth Sun- 
day by the clergyman of Langholm. From the increa- 


ſing population, amounting, in June 1792, to 614 


ſouls, it is now too ſmall to contain the preſent con- 
gregation, who, in general, are not only ſober and indu- 


ſtrious in their ſeveral occupations, but decent in their 


manners, and regular in their attendance upon religious _ 
worſhip. It is ſoon, however, to be repaired and enlar- 
ged. It is 8 miles diſtant from the pariſh-church, 2 of 
which, after leaving the road from Langholm to Annan, 
were, in winter, or in rainy weather, almoſt impaſſable. 
This obſtruction is now, in a great meaſure, removed by "2 


new road, finiſhed this harveſt, (October 1793), and by o- 


thers, carrying forward by Sir William Maxwell, and the 
voluntary contributions of his tenants, in order to open 
a more direct communication with Longtown, a ſmall ſea- 


port on the Solway frith, Sarkfoot, Gratney, and other 
places adjacent. When Halfmorton was firſt united to 


Wauchope, it might then have been no great burden upon 
the clergyman of ſo ſmall a pariſh to officiate there month- 


ly ; but regarding Langholm as the ſecond town in the 


county, both in point of trade and population, containing, 
in May 1792, 1516 inhabitants, independent of the coun- 
try part of the pariſh, which then contained 417, and con- 


ſidering how apt people are to neglect public worſhip, and 
other religious duties altogether, when they have ſo ſel- 
Vol. XIII. 


* As a proof that this is not a vague aſſertion, in this and the two ad- 
joining pariſhes upon the eſtate of Sir William Maxwell, there were, a 
few years ago, 8 perſons living at the ſame time, each of whom was up- 
wards of go years of ape. Peter Hutchiſon, tinker, died in Halfmorton, 
about 3 years ago, who, from his own account, was 114; from many cir- 
cumſtances, he was certainly ſome years above 100. 
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dom an opportunity of attending Divine ſervice, the Joſs 
the poor ſuſtain in both places, particularly in Halfmorton, 
(where they have no poors rates), from the infrequent 
collections *, and the little intercourſe they can have with 
their paſtor, for the performance of private official duties, 
ſuch as marriages, baptiſms, viſiting the fick, Cc. it will 
appear highly expedient, that it ſhould either be ereQed 
into a Chapel of Eaſe, with an eſtabliſhed preacher, or di- 
vided among the contiguous pariſhes. Of the 6 proprie- 
tors of Langholm and Halfmorton, 2 only are reſident : 
For theſe 3 yeers paſt, the noble family of Buccleugh have 
reſided annually a month or 6 weeks at Langholm Lodge, 
This handſome manſion, much admired by travellers for 


its elegant ſimplicity, and fine ſituation, ſtands in the mid. 


dle of a delightful valley, about half a mile N. from Lang. 


| holm. It was finiſhed about 3 years ago, in a very com- 


plete manner. It is built of a fine white free-ſtone, from 
Langholm hill, of remarkable durability, The verdant 
hills beautifully ſkirted with wood, which ſhelter it on the 
E. and W.; the Eſk +, © o'erhung with woods,” gliding 
gently along, the town appearing through the intervening 
trees, and the hills and woods at a diſtance, (aſſuming a 


| ſemicircular form), terminate this charming landſcape; a 
1:ndſcape, of which, as containing an aſſemblage of rural 


beauty, and romantick ſcenery, it baffles the happieſt efforts 
of imagination to give an adequate deſcription. From 


Lan gholm to Longtown, the beautiful and pictureſque ſcene - 
ry that every where captivates the eye, along the banks 


of the Eſk, is the delight and admiration of every ſtran- 


ger. Excluſive of feuars, there are 18 tenants, who hold 


of 


= Not exceeding, (with 10s. they receive when the Sacrament is ad- 
miniſtered at Langholm, ) 30 s. annually, | 


i Dr Armſtrong's Art of Preſerving Health. 
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of the Duke of Buccleugh, and 4 who hold of the other 
proprietors. As the farms are eſtimated according to their 
holdings, as they are called, 2. e. from the number of ſheep 
and black cattle they can paſture, it is impoſſible to ave- 
rage their value by the acre. The land under tillage at 
preſent, may be upwards of 1000 acres. The arable land 
around the town lets at from 10 8. to L. 1 the acre. Some 


well cultivated fields bring from L. 1 to L. 3 the acre. It 
may be obſerved, however, that though the farmers ſtill 


grow as much, and often more corn than maintains their 


families, yet tillage is much decreaſed of late years, and 


confined moſtly to the vallies. It is in a great meaſure 

diſcontinued on the ſkirts of the hills, except in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the town, the tenants finding it more for 
their intereſt, from the high prices of ſheep and wool of 


late, to paſture than to plough them. Houſes in the town 


are rented at from 158. to L. 10 and L. 12 a-year. In 


New Langholm, (as it is called, a neat village, built upon 


a regular plan, conſiſting of about 100 houſes, and moſt plea- 


ſantly ſituated between the confluence of the Eſk and the 
Wauchope), the inhabitants, who are moſtly trades-peo- 
ple, beſides paying a ſmall quit rent for their houſe and 

garden, if their houſe conſiſt of one ſtorey, have 2 acres; and 
if 2 ſtoreys, 4 acres, at from 3s. to 145. the acre, accord- 


ing to the quality and ſituation of the land, of which they 
have a leaſe from his Grace of 14 years. They have alſo 


' 2 cow grazed at 18s. a- year, in a common paſture, which, 
when this village was begun, in the year 1778, was taken 


off the adjoining farms, and appropriated to this pu- 
poſe *. N | | 
Sheep, 


* Feed Time and Harveft.—Oats are uſually ſown from the 1oth of 
March to 10th of April; but they are ſown earlier or later, according as 
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| Sheep, Wool, Black Cattle, & The number of ſheep Is 
this pariſh is calculated at 8266. They are of the long 


white faced, or Cheviot breed, and at an average produce 
annually about 1100 ſtone of wool, which, of late years, 
has been ſold at from 15 8. to 18s. the ſtone. It has fallen 
this ſeaſon near a third of the former prices, and the infe- 
rior kind has even fallen more. The farmers in this, and 


ſome of the neighbouring pariſhes, have lately begun to 


lay (or ſmear) their ſheep with tar, mixed with palm 


dil, or African greaſe, inſtead of butter; and it is aſſerted 


| by ſome of them, that after trying the experiment, they 


not only find it cheaper, but that it alſo improves the 
wool both in quantity and quality. The black cattle are 
calculated at 300 in Langholm, and 861 in Halfmorton, 


It may be proper to obſerve, that in Halfmorton, the num- 


ber of ſheep is only 266, and that being of the black-faced 
* breed, their wool is omitted in the calculation, as being 


greatly inferior in quality to that of the white-faced kind. 


The horſes in both places are about 300, vig. 141 in Lang. 


| holm, and 159 in Halfmorton. Of theſe, about 15 are ſaddle, 
and 8 are carriage horſes. All the reſt are employed, ei- 
ther in agriculture or by carriers. The ſwine fed here, and 


in Halfmorton, may amount to 143. Bacon, of late years, 
has been a great article of commerce among the farmers in 

Aunandale ; and it has been calculated that 500 a- year has 
lately been received in Eſkdale, though few ſwine are bred 


in this diſtrict, in proportion to the other diſtricts of the 
ey The pariſh abounds in game of all kinds, and 


ſome 


the ſeaſons ſuit; barley, from the middle of April to the 20th of May; 
turnip, in June and July, and wheat in the end of September and October. 
Barley, wheat, and oats are cut in Auguſt, and the whole of the crops 
are generally got in by the 15th or 2oth of October. The harveſt, from 
the warm expoſure, being earlier here than even in more inland diſtricts. 
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ſome pheaſants, ſent by the Duke of Sad from Dal- 
keith ſome years ago, are increaſing in the woods. Some 


of them have been ſhot 20 miles diſtant from their firſt 


ſettlement. The heath fowls are alſo in great plenty in 
different quarters of the pariſh. There are no migratory 
birds, but ſuch as are common to other places. In ſummer, 
the woods which extend along the banks of the Eſk, and 
which are ſuppoſed to occupy about 500 acres, are vocal 
with the tuneful warblings of thruſhes, blackbirds, larks, 
linnets; &c. which, together with the cooing of the wood- 
pigeons, form a fine chorus to regale the ear of the delighted 

traveller as he * throu gh . enchantin "g Ones. 


4 the antiquities of this coun ty are ſoon 
to be publiſhed by an ingenious and learned antiqua- 
ry *, it will be ſuperfluous to ſay much on this article. 
The Roman road of communication between Netherbie 
and Caſtle-oer, or Overbie, in Eſkdalemoor, can ſtill be 
traced. It enters this pariſh at the S. E. corner, croſſes 
the Eſk a little above Broomholm, and continues its pro- 


greſs N. W. till it enters the pariſh of Weſterkirk. About 


10 years ago, ſome of Mr Maxwell's work people found 
ſome denarii aurei t, viz. 4 Neros, 2 Veſpaſians, and x Do- 
mitian, all in excellent preſervation. They are now in 
the poſſeſſion of Lady Douglas of Douglas. Upon the ſame 
line, at a ſubſequent period, x Otho, and 2 denarii aurei 
were diſcovered near Wauchope bridge. They are now 
in the poſſeſſion of the family of the late Mr Little, baron- 
bailie of Langholm. At the confluence of the Eſk and 
the E-wes ſtands a ſmall fragment of Langholm Caſtle, for- 
merly the property of the Nithſdale family, the head of 

which 


* Mr Clapperton, ſurgeon, Lochmaben, 
+ Ia value about 168 4 d. Sterling. 
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which, at the beginning of the laſt r was kind of 
| the regality of Eſkdale, and firſt erected Langholm, in 
1610. into a burgh of barony, defigned in the charter Ay. 
 kinholm. He afterward, in 1622, granted a new char. 
ter of erection to 10 cadets of the family, upon condi- 
tion that each of them ſhould build a houſe in the town, in 
which it is deſigned Langholm ; along with' the houſes, of 
which 4 only were built, he granted to each of them a 
merk land; of theſe, Mr Maxwell of Broomholm till poſ- 
ſeſſes five and a half. Wauchope caſtle, where the old 
manſe ſtood, was the firſt reſidence of the Lindſays in Scot- 
land. It appears from hiſtory, that they firſt came into 
this country from the manor of Lindſai in Eſſex, about the 
beginning of the 12th century, with Malcolm Canmore. 
Having ingratiated themſelves with that prince, when in 
England, he brought them down, and conferred upon them 
the lands of Wauchopedale, &c. and from them it is ſup- 
poſed that the family of Crawford, and the other noble fa- 
milies of that name deduce, their origin. It is ſituated on a 
ſteep precipice, beautifully romantick, upon the river 
Wauchope, which, with its waters murmuring below 
among the pointed rocks, and the oppoſite banks finely 
ſhaded with pendent oaks and underwood, render the ſitu- 
ation grand and pictureſque. In thoſe days it has been a 
place of great ſtrength. The foſſe, and other out-works of 
this ancient caſtle, are ſtill clearly diſcernible. An old 
tower near Broomholm was taken down about 5o years 
ago, during the preſent proprietor's minority, which he ſtill 
| regrets. Mr Pennant, when in this country, was clearly of 
opinion, that the houſe of Broomholm, which is ſurrounded 
by the moſt enchanting ſcenery, ſtands in the heart of an 
old Britiſh town, and anſwers to Cæſar's deſcription, * op- 
pidum Hlvis paludibuſque munitum quo,” Kc. (Cæſ. de _ 
Ga 
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Gall. 10 5. 17*. Burians are to be ſeen in different 
places; but whether they were Britiſh towns, or aſylums 
for cattle, or Caſtra exploratoria, or for what other purpoſes 
they were formed and en, ſhall be left for anti- 
* to determine. - | 
Roads, 1 the great rond between Edin- 
burgh and Carliſle, and the road that leads W. from it to 
Annan, &c. upon which there are three toll-bars, (one 
at each end of the town, and one at Solway bank), there 


are only two country roads, one of them croſſing the Eſk 


at L:ingholm, and leading up into Eſkdale N. W. and the 
other leading S. E. by a bridge over the Tarraſs into Ca- 
nonbie, &c. Both of them were repaired, and are kept in 
repair from the aſſeſſment appointed by act of Parliament 
to be levied in lieu of the ſtatute- labour. Another is to be 
„ 1 made 


* The caſtle of Barntalloch, near Staplegordon, and the towers of Ir. 
vine, Neaſe, Hill, and Cawfield, as alſo the veſtiges of other three in 
Halfmorton, are now only known, as having once been. In leſs happy 
times, © in the days of other years,” when every man's hand was lifted up 
againſt his brother, ſuch ſtrong holds were often the lurking places of the 
tyrant, the oppreſſor, and the aſſaſſin, from whence they could ſally forth 
upon the weak and the innocent, and to which, after having perpetrated 
their horrid cruelties, they could retreat with impunity. To theſe, hap- 


pier days have now ſucceeded, when, inſtead of having our lives and pro: 


perties at the mercy of ſuch barbarous ruffians as then infeſted the ſou- 
thern borders, we can now, under the protection of a mild and equitable 
Government, live in the ſecure enjoyment of both. To a contemplative 
mind, it cannot fail to excite the moſt pleaſing and grateful ſenſations, 
that the reign of ſuch lawleſs and formidable freebooters, whoſe rapine 
and cruelties in the days of anarchy, of injuſtice, and oppreſſion, infuſed 


terror into this and all the border diſtricts, is now over; and that (in 


the beautiful language of inſpiration) each of us can now © ſit under our 
vine and under our fig tree, and none can make us afraid ;” that we are 


now enjoying many valuable bleſſings; bleſſings to which our forefathers, 


who lived in leſs happy times, were utter ſtrangers, 


2 
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made up Wauchopedale next ſpring, to ſhorten the commu- 
nication between Langholm, Lockerbie, and Ecclefechan, 
and other places to the weſtward. There is a bridge of 3 
arches over the Eſk, where the road leading up into Ef. 
dale begins, which unites the town and the village (or 
New Town) on the W. fide of the river. It was built in 


the year 1775, by ſubſcription. A little way N. there is 
another of 2 arches, upon the poſt-road over the Ewes. They 


ſtand nearly parallel, and are not above a gun-ſhot from 
each other, the two rivers immediately uniting between 


them. About half a mile S. of Langholm, there is another 


of 3 arches, which is ſuppoſed to be at leaſt more than co- 
eval with the current century. Beſides ſeveral ſmaller 

arches, there are 3 other „ which 40 1 not merit wy 
- particular notice. 


"I already had frequent occafion to men- 
tion the rivers in this pariſh, it needs only farther to be ob- 


| ſerved, that the Ewes, after interſecting the pariſh of that 


name, runs about a mile through this pariſh, and inter- 
mixes with the Eſk, immediately before it paſſes below the 
bridge that communicates with the village or New Town, 


and that the Wauchope alſo joins it from the W. about a 


hundred yards below. After floods, excellent ſalmon are 
caught in the Eſk; but the quantity, it is alleged, is 


much diminiſhed by the obſtruction they meet with from 
the mound acroſs the river at Netherbie, that conveys wa- 
ter to Sir James Graham's mills; it may alſo be owing, 
perhaps, to the ſalmon-fiſheries upon the Sol way frith, to 


wich, of late years, great attention has been paid, and 


which, of courſe, muſt diminiſh the quantity in the Eſxk, 
and in the other tributary rivers. Suffice it to ſay, that 
from the great quantities caught in both places, and ſent 
to > York and London, little of it reaches Langholm market. 

When 


A- 


of Langhotm: LE. = 


When it does, it is often as high as 8 4. the 1b. Theſe 3 
rivers all abound in excellent trout, but particularly the 
Wauchope. Thoſe in the Tarraſs are larger than in the 
other rivers. The Wauchope and Tarraſs trout are of a 
more delicate flavour than thoſe either of the Eſk or the 
Ewes. No diſtri in the S. of Scotland affords more a- 


muſement to a ſportſman, ether for fiſhing or fowling, 


than Lan gholen. 


: . . what has already been ſaid in the prece- 
ding pages with regard to the extent of wood in this pariſh, 
it is only neceſſary to add, that it conſiſts of ſome very ve- 


nerable and valuable oaks, aſh, birch, alder, and a variety 


of other trees, with which it is intermixed, ſuch as beech 
and firs of all kinds, which are thriving, and adding much 
to the natural beauties of the place. There is a ſpecies of 


the ſallow, known here by the name of the gray ſaugh, 


which grows to a large ſize, and is much prized by cabinet 
makers for its beautiful red colour, and the fine poliſh it is 
capable of receiving when applied to domeſtick purpoſes. 
The copſe is finely diverſified by a profuſion of wild raſps, 


ſtrawberries, blue (or ble) berries, &c. &c. The Dean 


banks (through which the poſt road paſſes along the W. 


fide of the Eſk) and the woods of Broomholm on the op- 
polite fide, form a fine foreſt, ann g of many valuable, 
as well as beautiful trees. 


Poor, &c.—The annual average of paupers in Langholm 


is about 35. The poor-rates “ were inſtituted 1 in this, and 
Vor. XIII. 1 1 


* It has Amer — obſerved, that the poor- rates ao not extend to 
Ualfmorton. 
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in the other 4 pariſhes of Eſkdale in the year 1773. In 


the land ward part of the pariſh, the proprietors and tenants 


aſſeſs themſelves quarterly, according to the exigencies of 
the poor, each paying a half of the ſum aſſeſſed. No ſcheme 
has yet been adopted to meet the general approbation of 
the inhabitants of the town, (nor perhaps is it poſſible for 
human wiſdom to deviſe one by which they can be all af. 
ſeſſed exactly, according to each of their abilities), though 


| the moſt reſpeQable part of them cheerfully contribute 


their ſhare, according to the aſſeſſment of ſworn valuators. 
The quarterly aſſeſſments, which are made by the heritors, 
miniſter, and elders, have never exceeded L. 30; the ave: 


rage may be about L. 25. Theſe aſſeſſments are paid to a 


collector, who allo recerves L. 1, 5 8. or L. 1, zos. quarterly 


from the kirk. treaſurer, out of the weekly collections, 
which, with the fines levied from thoſe who. incur the diſ- 


cipline of the church, may annually amount to about L. 15. 
About L. 9o, by different donors, have been bequeathed at 
different periods to the poor of Langholm, for the education 
of poor children, and other pious purpoſes, which the ſeſſion, 


as guardians of the poor, have placed out at intereſt upon 


proper ſecurity. No poor are allowed to beg within the 
bounds of this preſbytery. Though every perſon of huma- 
nity is happy to contribute his mite to the maintenance of 
thoſe, who, by age, fickneſs, or infirmity, or other una- 
voidable calamities; become objects of compaſſion, yet, it 
is much to be regretted, that the worthleſs and the proſſi- 


gate, (and what town or diſtri& is without them), who are 
| acceſſory to their own miſery, look forward to this provi- 
ſion as a matter of right, not of favour; and having this re- 


| ſource in view, are too apt to indulge themſelves in idle- 
neſs and diſſipation, without making any prudent reſerve, 
either for themſelves or their families, againſt the evil day. 
Of all the inventions of modern luxury, none have contri- 

buted 


of Langholm. 693 


buted more to deſtroy that ſpirit of contentment and in- 
duſtry, that ſobriety and decency of manners, which, not 


20 years ago, fo peculiarly characterized the peaſantry of 


Scotland, than the unlimited introduction of diſtilleries. 


It is a painful reflection to every feeling mind, to every 
mind intereſted in the happineſs of mankind, that rhe 
tradeſman and the manufaQurer, who, with the third, nay 
ſcarcely the fourth part, of the money they can now earn, 
then lived comfortably, and made proviſion for themſelves 
and families againfl the days 6f adverſity and old age, 


ſhould now, from the immoderate uſe of diſtilled ſpirits, 


inſtead of being uſeful members of ſociety, fall, too often, 


early victims to its baneful influence. Had all the fabled 
ills emitted from Pandora's box been realized, they could 
not have produced more deplorable effects, than when 


whiſky, of all other liquors the moſt ſubverſive of the 


health, the induſtry, and the morals of the people, became 
ſo cheap and fo common as to ſuperſede the drinking of 
beer, the good old wholeſome beverage of our fathers. 


Religion, morality, health, and induſtry, are the dreadful 
facrifices ; and till the Britiſh Legillature, following the ex- 
ample of Ireland, ſhall interpoſe, by laying a tax upon it 
amounting to a prehibition, they will daily increaſe. The 
writer of theſe remarks, if he knows himſelf, is neither a 


bigot nor an enthuſiaſt ; is no enemy to the innocent plea- 


ſures of ſocial relaxation and convivial enjoyment ; but if, 


in the ſmalleſt degree, he could be inſtrumental in rouſing 
| thoſe who are veſted with power, to ſtand forth, and ſtem 
the torrent that threatens immediate deſtruction to human 


happineſs, he will diſregard the imputations. Among 
many other woeful inſtances of its rapid and alarming pro- 


greſs, it conſiſts with his knowledge, not in one inftance, 
but in many, that families clothed in rags, and ready to 


periſh with hunger, have converted their firit charitable do- 
3 | nation 


* 
2 
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nation, either of money or meal, into that execrable poiſon 
into that unhappy inſtrument of their own ruin“ 


= EC YL Curb, 


* The witling may ſneer at this, if he can, if bis heart is ſo callous to 


every emotion of pity; but ſuch a picture, and it is not a fancy piece, 


muſt excite horror in every thinking i every benevolent, mind. Every 
perſon who has any claim eithe to the character of a Chriſtian, or of a 
man will ſhudder at the direful conſequences ! Tradeſmen, ſome of whom 


at times have been able to earn a guinea a- week by the loom, &c. inſtead of 


living; comfortably with their families, and faving a little for a reverſe of cir- 
cumſtances, have not often on Saturday night wherewithal to ſubſiſt during 
the enſuing Sabbath ! Inſtead of aflociating on that day, a day devoted to reft 
and pious re ſſect ion, to ſanctify and to reverence the ſanctuary of Him who 
is the giver of all by worſhipping him as the God of their fathers, it is 
often ſpent in dozing over this deadly poiſon in ſome low tippling houſe 
or private. dram-ſhop. It would be ſome conſvlation if theſe remarks 
were applicable to one pariſh, or to one diſtrict only, Reformation in 

that caſe might then be more eafily accompliſhed. But every paltry 
hamlet, from Graham's Dyke * to John o' Groats's, is feeling, and while 
it is permitted, will continue to feel, its woeful effects. It has engendered 
that depravity, that diſſipation and profligacy of manners. which, like the 


deſtroying angel, is ſtalking forth, and with rapid ſtrides, dealing de- 


ſtruction every where around it. The moſt contagious peſtilence that 
ever defolated a country cannot produce more dreadful effects upon tba 
natural, than it is now producing in the moral world, upon every public 
and private virtue. It is not only extinguiſhing that energy of mind, 
that praiſe-worthy ſpirit of induſtry and enterpriſe, which urges on to 
progreſſive improvement and happineſs, but. riot, contempt of lawful au- 
thority, that authority by which ſociety alone can ſubſiſt, Licentiouſneſs, 


under the ſacred, though proſtituted, name of Liberty, fraud, robbery, 


murder, inſanity, and ſuicide, every where mark its fatal progreſs ! If ſuch 
are its direful train, is it not high time for thoſe in authority to ſtep forth, 
and adminiſter an antidote to this fatal poiſon, before the diſeaſes it occa- 
ſions become deſperate, and baffle the utmoſt efforts of political {kill to 
remove hem Not a moment is to be loſt. Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of ſalvation.” Partial remedies may protract the malady, 
but will never operate a cure. The axe muſt be laid to the root of the 

| | tree. 


* The boundary on the Carlifle road between England and Scotland. 


ere 


. 
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11 6 rn church ki been thrice built fince the 


erection of Langholm into a pariſh, in the years 1703, 
3 No 1747, and 1779. The preſent church is commodious, but 
z 


not elegant, It ſtands E. from the town, on the fide of a 


95 : : | : | 7 | bj hill, 


7 tree. It is much more congenial to the feelings of every humane and bene- 
5 volent magiſtrate to prevent crimes by all poſſible means, than to puniſh 
C them; To puniſh, however neceſſary, muſt always he a painful part of 
12 his duty. In vain will prieſts preach, or magiſtrates puniſh, if the origo 
* mali is not removed. Remove the cauſe, and the effects in time will 
g ceaſe. Let the diſtilleries then, thoſe contaminating fountains, from 
t whence ſuch poiſonous ſtreams iſſue, be, if not wholly, at leaſt in a great 
0 meaſure, prohibited; annihilate unlicenſed tippling-houſes and dram- 
$ ſhops, thoſe haunts of vice, thoſe ſeminaries of wickedneſs, where che 
0 young of both ſexes are early ſeduced from the paths of innocence and vir- 
; tue, and from whence they may too often date their dreadful doom, when, 
1 inſtead of © running the fair career of life“ with credit to themſelves, and 
: advantage to ſociety, they are immolated on the altar of public juſtice. 
. In reply to theſe remarks, it may be ſaid, perhaps, That diſtilleries are 
[ a home market for barley,”” &c. and that- © they are very productive. 
ſources of revenue.“ Periſh for ever thoſe gains, and that revenue, how- 
- ever productive, which are levied from the ruins of the peace, of the pro- 
. ſperity, and virtue of the empire! This is ſupporting Government, by ad- 
miniſtering what may ultimately ſabvert and operate the downfall of our 
venerahle Conſtitution. In order to ſupport Government, muſt what is 
leading faſt to deſtroy the vitals of the Conſtitution be tolerated ? This is 
like a phyſician taking fees from his patients for adminiſtering poiſon. 


Dr Sangrado's ſyſtem of "RY und WArm ee in all caſes, is not 
more abſurd. | 


cf inflaming the paſſions, and prompting men to the commiſſion of every 
crime, like whiſky, beer nouriſhes the body without producing any diſmal 

effects. When breweries are encouraged, and diſtilleries, the direful 
ſources of much human miſery, are aboliſhed, the uſeful part of the com- 
munity will be reclaimed from their vitiated taſte, and will quench their 
thirſt at purer and more ſalubrious fountains.. If the author of theſe ob- 
ſervations ſhall be thought to have diſcovered more zeal than knowledge 
in expatiating upon this ſubject, he ſhall only ſay, that he truſts that the 

candid will at leaſt give him credit for the rectitude of his intention for 
the purity n. chat give riſe to them. 


WS 
— 


Beer is the natural and the e beverage of the country. Inſtead: | 
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| hill, which, in winter, tender it not onl y cold, but alſo, 
| when the froſt ſets in, of difficult acceſs. The manſe was 

rebuilt this ſummer upon a very pleaſant fituation, and is 
nov finiſhing. The offices are alſo to be rebuilt next year, 
It is a vice patronage between the Crown and the Duke 
of Buccleugh. The ſtipend, excluſive of the glebe, is 
IL. 83: 6: 8 in money. The ſchool and ſchoolmaſter's 
| houſe are at preſent ruinous, but they are ſoon to be rebuilt. 
As the preſent maſter is but newly elected, and has not 
yet opened ſchool, the number of ſcholars cannot be aſcer- 
tained. Many years ago, when the pariſh was leſs popu. 
lous than at preſent, they often exceeded a hundred. The 
ſalary, including the intereſt of L. 50 bequeathed by John 


| Read for the education of poor children, is about L. 13. 


A Burgher meeting-houſe was built a few years ago in the 
town. Above 25 heads of families belonging to the pariſh 
attend it; but ſuch is the liberality of the age, that moſt, 
if not all of them, occaſionally attend the church. They 
are in general peaceable ſubjects, and many of them are 
uſeful and valuable members of ſociety. Their clergyman 
is paid from the ſeat-rents. There are 8 perſons of the 
Epiſcopal perſuaſion, who alſo attend the church. It is 


gratifying to every liberal mind to obſerve bigotry and in- 


tolerance, among every denomination of Chriſtians, giving 
place to that charity which is the bond of Pence, 8 and ranks 
kigheſt among the Chriſtian virtues. 


Marriages, Births, Funerals.—The amount of marriages 


for ten years paſt is 125; of births, 820; of funerals, 333; 


of which, the annual average is 82 births, 12 marriages, 
and 33 funerals. As the Seceders have no regiſter of bap- 
; tiſms, and as irregular marriages frequently occur, and ma- 
ny are buried out of the pariſh, whoſe names are not regi- 
ſtered, the above caloulations are rather below the real 

| amount 
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zmount than otherwiſe. It cannot at preſent be aſcertained 


with greater accuracy, while Langholm church-yard, and 


the church-yards of Wauchope and Da nn are ful 


uſed by many famikes to bury. 


M anufaQures, SA branch of the. cotton 00 8 


ture was eſtabliſhed about 4 years ago in New Langholm, 


which employed from 80 to 100 people; but by the late 
ſhock of commercial credit, which has deranged. the Com- 
pany's affairs, it has been at a ſtand fince July laſt. There 
is every reaſon however to think, that from the many of- 
fers already made for a leaſe of the houſes, utenſils, Cc. 


it will ſoon be reſumed. Fortunately for the weavers, 
moſt, if not all of them, are now employed by Meſſrs For- 
reſter and Ferguſſon, two reſpectable manufacturers in Car- 


liſle, in weaving checks, Cc. (ſo called, from being chec- 
quered ar ſtriped ) by which means, they are kept from 
emigrating into other parts of the country in queſt of 


bread for themſelves and their families. The manufac- 
ture of checks and thread has lately been begun in Lang- 
holm, and promiſes to ſucceed. During the laſt year, one 


man alone, Mr Carruthers, manufactured and ſold above 
20,00 yards of checks, and other coarſe linens. Stoc- 
kings have alſo begun to be manufactured, and ſuch al- 


ready is the demand for them, that the manufacturer can- 


not anſwer his orders. They are fold at from 2s. to 55. 


a-pair. Conſidering all the advantages which Langholm 
enjoys, it is matter of ſurpriſe, that a woollen manufac- 
ture, upon an extenſive ſcale, has not long ago been eſta- 


bliſned. Inexhauſtible moſſes, within 2 miles of the town, 
furniſh peat in abundance at 1s. 6d. the cart-load, and 
coal is ſold at the pit at the ſame price, and delivered at 
Langholes, | at the average of 4 8. or 45. 6d. the cart. By 
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the fine bridge thrown over the Eſk this ſummer (1993) 
at Gilnocky, his Grace's eoal-pit at Byreburn is only ; 

miles diſtant, where there is a preſpect of a plentiful ſup. 
Ply by a large water- engine, and other machinery, con- 


ſtructed upon a new plan by the ingenious Mr Keir. Wool | 


of the beſt quality, is the ſtaple commodity of the country, 

Three rivers meet cloſe by the town, upon which fulling 
mills, or other machinery might be erected to any extent, 
and the raw material, every where around, can be proc. 
red, without the expenſe of carriage. Solway frith, from 
which goods can be exported to any quarter of the globe, 
is only 14 miles diſtant. Uniting ſo many advantages, the 
eſtabliſnment of ſuch a manufacture in Langholm, cannot 

ſurely be far diſtant. Deprived of many of theſe advan. 
tages, Hawick and Gallaſhiells are making great progreſs 
in the manufacture of carpets, Cc. particularly Galla- 
ſhiells, the ſtockings and narrow cloths of which, by the 
induſtry of a few individuals, are now arriving at great 
perfection. Excluſive of cloths, grocery, and other goods 
ſold in the ſhops, wood, Welſh flate, tar, greaſe butter, 
palm oil, (or African greeſe), are imported at Sarkfoot, 
and ſold in Langholm, to the amount of L. 4000 and up- 


wards. In ſhort, there ſeems to be a ſpirit of induſtry and 
enterpriſe ariſing, which, if properly cheriſhed, may ulti- | 
mately lead to the introduction of different manufaQures, | 


particularly to that of the woollen, for which, every thing 
conſidered, Langholm, of all other places in Scotland, ſeems 
beſt calculated. This wiſhed for event, ſo beneficial in its 
conſequences, as keeping money in the country, and gi- 
ving bread to the natives, is not however to be accom- 


pliſhed, but by people of capital, and of profeſſional ſkill. 


Manufactures attempted, by affociations of gentlemen a- 
lone, who are themſelves ignorant of the buſineſs, and con- 
— | ET ducted 


22 25 


of Langholm. | beg 


iafted by an overſeer, who has no other intereſt than to 
receive his RI ſalary, leldom or never ſucceed | *. 


Population, G —F rom the many veſtiges of old Bees 
it is evident, that in the landward part of the pariſh, po- 
pulation has decreaſed conſiderably during the preſent cen- 
ry. This may be owing, in a great meaſure, to the u- 


nion of farms, many of the preſent tenants holding, in one 
farm, what was formerly about the beginning of this cen- 
tury, divided among 7 or 8. Waving the diſcuſſion of 


the advantages or diſadvantages reſulting from a monopo- 


ly of farms, it appears that the lan.is now occupied by 14 
tenants, about the beginning of the current century, were 


divided among no fewer than 80 families, moſt of whom, 


people now alive, or lately deceaſed, remembered. This 


decreaſe, however, is more than ſupplied by the increaſed 
population of the town, which did not then perhaps con- 
tain above 140 or 200 ſouls, and which now exceeds 1 50. 


In the beginning of October 1793, the population of E 
holm and Halfmorton confiſted as | follows. 


of males, from infancy to 10 years of age, 359 
Females, ditto, = - - 366 
Married perſons, - — „ 
Widows, 3 - = 68 
Widowers, - Ie - . 

Vol. XIII. 4H Carry over, 1632 

* Dnere, Would it not be an eligible plan for one or two of our 
country gentlemen, or reſpectable farmers, to ſend ſome of their ſons to 


Huddersfield, Halifax, or to ſome of the great woollen manufactories in 
Yorkſhire, as apprentices to each of the reſpective branches of the pro- 


ceſs. The idea does not appear either chimerical or irrational. A re- 


ſpectable manufacturer is, of all profeſſions, the moſt uſeful member 
of ſociety z and every profeſſion is honourable in proportion, as it contri» 
dutes to the welfare of the community. 
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e e Brought over, 1632 
Bachelors, JJ,, 8 
Maids, 1 Wes „ - N00 | 

Total, 2582 ſouls. 
: In rn 1792 the periſh of f Langholm contained 2 547 ditto. 
Increafe of population from June 1792 to Oc: : 

"our 1793, : TIM - #5 
8 2582 

Population of Lan gholm, accordin gto Dr Web- 
. „32 eo 


Increaſe ſince that period, 749 


In the town are 2 ſurgeons, 2 attorneys or writers, (one 
of whom, Mr William Armſtrong, is baron-bailie), 14 
ſhopkeepers, 15 innkeepers and publicans, excluſive of 


| ſome who keep private tipling houſes and dram-ſhops, 6 


manufa&tures in checks, thread and ſtockings, 1 tanner, 
1 ſkinner, 1 clock and watch maker, 1 faddler, 2 dyers, 
5 bakers, 5 butchers, 3 bleachers, and 3 barbers. In the 
_ town and country part of the pariſh, there are, including 
journeymen and apprentices, 30 maſons, 20 houſe-carpen- 
ters, 8 blackſmiths, 43 weavers, 11 ſhoemakers, (who 
make ſhoes with wooden ſoles, which are commonly worn 
by trades people and labourers in this part of the coun- 
try ;) 3 cloggers, 4 gardeners, and x5 tailors. The wages 


of maſons a-day are from 1 8. 6d. to 25. and upwards; of -] 
tioufe-carpenters, nearly the ſame ; of day-labourers, 10d. 


in winter, and 18. 2d. or 1s, 4d. in ſummer; women, 
from 8 d. to 10 d.; male ſervants employed in huſbandry, 
and reſident in the family, have from L. 6 to L. 8 a- year; 

female 


ouls. 
itto, 


one 
14 
of 
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ſemale ditto, from L. 3 to L. 5. Beef ſells in Lan gholm 
market from 3d. to 4d. the Ib.; mutton, from 24 d. to 


3d. and 34 d.; fowls, from 8 d. to 10 d.; geeſe, from 13. 
6d. to 25. ; butter, from 6 d. to 5 d. the Engliſh pound; 
eges, at 3 a. and 4 d. the dozen; meal ſells at preſent at 


25. the ſtone ; it roſe laſt ſeaſon from 15s. 8 d. to 2s. 8 d. 
As it is all imported, either from Annandale, Nithſdale, 


or Tiviotdale, it is generally ſold here at 3 d. the ſtone a- 


bove the ſelling prices in theſe corn - diſtricts. Laſt winter 
it happened, in one or two inſtances, that the town was in 
great diſtreſs for want of it, either from a monopoly in 
thoſe who dealt in it, or from a ſufficient quantity not 
being imported to anſwer the demand. This perhaps 
ſhows the utility of a public granary, in order to provide 


_ againſt any temporary ſcarcity, from whatever cauſe it 
may originate, There are 4 fairs in the year, of which 


the greateſt is held about the 26th of July, called the Lamb 
fair, It is the greateſt fair for lambs 1 in Scotland. 1 


Conclediing Obſervations —In the years I 780 I, 1582, and 


21583, the inhabitants, both in the town and country, humane- 
ly interpoſed to alleviate the calamities of the poor, reſult- 


ing from the almoſt total failure of the crops in this quar- 
ter, (which were blaſted by premature froſts). Peaſe were 
imported from Newcaſtle and ground into meal, and oat- 
meal from Annandale and Nithſdale, by public ſubſerip- 


tion, and ſold to the poor greatly below the current prices 


of the country. This beneficent plan not only relieved 
the indigent, but was alſo the means of bringing to market 
the meal, which avarice for a time concealed in the coun- 
try, in order to gratify itſelf at the expenſe of the public 
calamity. A Friendly Society was inſtituted in Lang- 
holm about that ſeaſon of ſcarcity, which has beep produc- 
tive of beneficial conſequences. It conſiſts at preſent of 
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150 members, who are admitted (not above nor below a 
certain age) upon paying 105. 6 d. and 15, quarterly af. 


terward. Each member, upon his admiſſion, ſubſcribes to 


the rules of the ſociety, by which he binds himſelf either 
to abide by them, or to forfeit his privilege. Habitual 
_ drunkenneſs, inſolence to any of the office-bearers, or any 
_ groſs immoralities of any kind, expels him from the 0. 


cCiety. In the year 1791-2, it expended about L. 40; and 


_ notwithſtanding ſo great an expenditure, it was, by the ad- 
dition of new members, L. 10 richer than in the year pre- 
ceding. When any of the members falls fick, he is viſited 
by other two; and upon the atteſtation of a ſurgeon that 


he is unable to work, he is entitled to draw 4s. 6 d. a. 


week, if confined to his bed, and 3s. 6d. if able to walk 


about, though not to work; if his illneſs exceed a year 


and a half, he is then put upon the ſuperannuated liſt, 
at the rate of 2s. a-week during life. When a mem- 


ber dies all the other members (at leaſt as many as can 


poſſibly) attend his funeral, and allow L. 2 out of the fund 


do defray the expenſe, beſides paying each 6 d. to the 


widow or children of the deceaſed. Their annual meet- 
ing is upon the firſt Monday of May, when they walk in 
proceſſion to church, and after ſermon dine together, ad- 
juſt their accounts, and elect a new preſes, treaſurer, Vc. 
Their funds at preſent amount to about L. 150. There is 
alſo another much upon a ſimilar plan, but its members 


are not ſo numerous. The Legiſlature has wiſely ſanction- 


ed theſe ſocieties, ' which are rapidly increafing in this 
country, and in all the northern counties of England, and 
which, if properly conducted, may in time reduce or abo- 
liſh poors rates altogether. They raiſe a fund not for the 
idle and the profligate, but for the virtuous and the indu- 
ſtrious, who may be overtaken by diſtreſs or infirmity, 
and to which they can have recourſe, not as a matter of 
| favour, 


of Lauben. 615 ; 


javour, but of "right, drawing * as it were, « out of 
« their own ciſtern,” Inſtead of baniſhing delinquents 


from a town or county for a limited time, by which 


means they are let looſe to commit their depredations 1 in 
other quarters of the country, and then, at the expiration 
of their ſentence, allowed to return, confirmed in their wic- 


kedneſs, would it not fend more to reclaim them from 
vice, to have a bridewell, upon a ſmall ſcale, built at the 
united expenſe of the 5 pariſhes, where they could be con- 


fined at hard labour and ſolitary confinement, for a period 
proportioned to their crimes : Such a plan, it 1s appre- 
hended, would be attended with the moſt ſalutary effects, 
and reclaim many, who otherwiſe may be loſt to ſociety, 
and become victims to the violated laws of their country. 
It has already been obſerved, that it muſt always be more 
grateful to the feelings of a humane magiſtrate to prevent 
crimes than to puniſh them. This humane purpoſe could 


not, perhaps, be more effeQtually promoted than by ſuch _ 


a ſcheme. The dread of ſolitary confinement, and the 
ſhame of being thus expoſed in a diſtrict where they are 


known, would operate in many inſtances as a powerful 
preventive. It may be proper, before concluding this ac- 
count, to obſerve, that though it is much to be regretted, 
that there are too many inſtances of idleneſs and diſſipa- 


tion ariſing from the cauſes already aſſigned, yet theſe 


vices are by no means the general characteriſtic of the 
people. In hoſpitality, and other offices of humanity, they 
yield to none, and there are many among them who are 


exemplary, no leſs for their induftry, ſobriety, and de- 


cency of manners, than for a ſtrict obſervance of every 
moral and religious duty, acting at once the part of good 


ſubjects and pious Chriſtians “. . 


1 The following communication arrived, after this parochial account 
had gone to preſs. 
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Eight miles of e road from Langholm to Annan were formed i in the 
year 1960 by Mr Pulteney at his own private expenſe, vis. from Ir. 
| vine (where it leaves the great road hetween Edinburgh and Carlifle, 
and which was opened in the year 1765) to Springkell ; and he was 
at the ſole expenſe of that part of the road paſſing through his eſtate of 
Solway-bank, which was finiſhed laſt harveft, in the diſtrict of Half. 
morton; all the other roads in that quarter being made, and making at 
the expenſe of Sir William Maxwell, and the PEE en of 
5 N ſtated. 8 


NUM. 


ff Echt. | 615 


NUMBER XXXIX. 
PARISH or ECHT, 


(CounTY AND SyNoD or ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY or 
KINCARDINE O'NEIL.) 


By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER HENDERSON. | 


Situation, Extent, Soil, Climate, Vc. 


* pariſh of Echt is ſituated about 10 Engliſh miles 
1 W. from Aberdeen. It extends about 4x Engliſh 
miles from E. to W. and as many from S. to N. being in 


form nearly ſquare. There is no exact meaſurement of 


the pariſh. It may contain from 10,000 to 11, ooo acres. 


Ot theſe, however, there is not one third part arable; and 


of the arable ground, ſcarcely one fifth part infield, the o- 
ther four fifths being outfield, or low ſwampy grounds, 
called laighs. It may be called an hilly diſtrict, but the 


hills are not high. Many of them are of fo gentle accli- 
vity, that they are ploughed to the ; ſome of them 
are covered with heath, and a few of them are rocky, 
The foil is var ons. That of the infield is moſtly a light 
loam, and ſome clay. The outfields in general arg of a 
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light ſandy il, and the low grounds are for the moſt part : 

moſſy. The climate, eſpecially in a valley in the centre 

of the pariſh, called-the How of Echt, is mild, and the pa- 

riſh in general is earlier than moſt places in the neighbour. 
| hood, and highly ſuſceptible of improvement. The air is 
not unhealthy, and there are no local diſeaſes in the pa. 

riſh, but ſuch as are common to the country around. The 
' moſt prevalent are rheumatiſms and nervous fevers, 


Population.— The return to Dr Webſter in 155 5 was 
1277 ſouls. In the beginning of the year 1793, there 
were in the pariſh of Echt 963 perſons, of whom there 

were 447 males, and 516 females. 


Under 10 years of age, . 201 — 
Above 10, and under 20 years of age, ms 161 1 
Above 20, and under po — 388 
Above 50, und nuder ſ%ùũc 164. 
Above 750 and under 80, — — 41 5 
Above 80, and under go, f 


All are of the Eſtabliſned Church, except 8 Burgher Sece· 
ders, and 2 Epiſcopalians. The annual average of births for 
20 years preceding 1793, 15 . males 12, females 113 
mage 5. 


 Divifion of the 1 &c.—There are in 0 Pari 
1 reſiding heritor, x clergyman, 1 ſchoolmaſter, 2 ſtudents 
at Univerſities, 3 merchants, 4 gardeners, 14 weavers, 2 
ſhoemakers, g tailors, 4 millers, 6 blackſmiths, 1 wheel- 
wright, 1 cooper, and 6 joiners and houſe carpenters. The 
reſt of the inhabitants are farmers and ſubtenants, or cot- 
tagers and ſervants, employed by the farmers. The women, 
except in time of peat-digging and harveſt, are generally 
employed in knitting ſtockings for the Aberdeen manufac: 


turers, who come to the country, once a month, and at dif- 
3 ferent 


of Eebt. _ * 


ſerent lioutes of the parith, give out to thoſe who are em- 
plozed by them drefſed wool, to be ſpun and knitted aguinſt 
the time they next come round, and to take in and pay for 


the ſtockings knitted during the preceding month. This is 

the only branch of manufacture with which the pariſh is in 
any way connected. There are 255 inhabited houſes in 
the pariſh, of which 35 are inhabited by üngle nes and 


4 5 by two er _ 


8 General W people are in general ſober, re- 4 
gular, and induſtrious, They are economical rather than 


expenſive, yet humane and hoſpitable. They are of imple 


manners, peaceable in their diſpoſition, and inoffenfive in 


their behaviour. They enjoy in a reaſonable degree the 


_ comforts and convenietices of ſociety, and ſeem contented | 
with their ſituation and circumſtances. They are of the 
| Oey Arch healthy, and Rrovg agen for their ſize. 


Crops, Swe of Agriculture, e. The 3 crops . 


raiſed in the pariſh are oats and barley. Some rye and 


| Peaſe, and, of late years, ſo me turnips and hay are alſo rai- 


ſed in the pariſh, and potatoes, cabbages, and greens, ſuf- 


ficient for the conſumption of the inhabitants. The old 


method of farming is by far moſt generally uſed in the di- 
ſtrict, and improvement is as yet juſt only in its infancy. 


The ridges are crooked, and in many places the tops of 
them raiſed more than two feet above the level of the fur- 
rows. All the infield grounds are kept almoſt conſtantly 
in crop. The common, indeed it may be ſaid the only, 


rotation, is barley and oats. About + part, or as much as 
can be got dunged, is annually ſown with barley, and the 
reſt with oats. The only preparation for a barley crop is 


a ribbing, after the field is dunged, and a fingle ploughing 
juſt before it is ſown, As much of the outfield and low 
Vol., XIII. 41 8 grounds 
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grounds as can be got ploughed, is alſo cropped with oats, 
The conſequence of this treatment is, that the fields are 
ſcourged and over-run with weeds, and the farmer for his 
labour has often but a poor return. Within theſe few years, 
however, ſome of the more opulent of the farmers have 
begun to adopt a different plan, both with their infield and 
outfield lands. They have levelled, ſtraighted, and cleaned 
part of their infields, and after liming and a turnip crop, 
have laid them out in graſſes with a crop of barley. The 
turnips have been found to anſwer remarkably well; the 
barley crops. have been plentiful, and the. grain of excellent 
quality; and the hay crops not at all deſpicable. A few 
of the farmers have alſo limed ſome of their outfields, and 
laid them out in graſſes. This they have alſo found greatly 
to improve their paſture. Scarce any of the infields have 
as yet been broken up after this treatment; but there can- 
not be a doubt, that they will turn out far more productive 
than they formerly were; and it is to be hoped, that the 
ſucceſs with which the experiments already made have been 
attended, will encourage thoſe who have made them to 
go on, enlarge their plans, and induce others to follow 
their example. Although luxunant crops. cannot be ex- 
pected from the mode of cultivation above mentioned, moſt 
generally i in uſe, yet there is more grain raiſed in the pa - 
Tiſh than is neceſſary for the maintenance of the inhabitants; 
and the farmers ſend annually to the Aberdeen market a 
conſiderable quantity of meal and ſome barley. There are 
beſides, ſeveral other articles of proviſion, ſuch as butter, 
cheeſe, ducks, hens, eggs, &c. carried to the ſame market; 
and by it the prices of all theſe different artacles are * 
rally regulated in the pariſh, 


Namber of Cattle, Sheep, and Horſes, The number of- 
black cattle i in the pariſh may amount to about 950, of 
.* ſheep 


* 
” 8 
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ſheep to 1500, and of horſes to 165. The cattle, ſheep, 


and horſes, are in general but of ſmall fize. There are in 
the pariſh 53 Scotch, and 5 ſmall Engliſh ploughs, all drawn 
by ſix, eight, or ten oxen, or by four oxen and two horſes, 
except 1 drawn by two oxen, 3 by two horſes, and 5 or 6 


4 vers hotfes. There are 74 me; and I | Waggon. 


Rent of the Pariſh, * W of Proprietors—The 


valued rent of the pariſh is L. 2364, 15s. Scots. The real 


rent is not known. There are four proprietors, of whom 


only one reſides in the pariſh. The eſtate of Echt was long 
in poſſefſion of proprietors of the name of Forbes, and was 
ſold by them about 60 years ago to the late Earl of Fife, 
who ſettled it upon his ſecond fon, the Honourable Alex. 
ander Duff, the preſent proprietor. He removed his place 


of reſidence in the year 1768, from the old houſe at Echt to 


Houſedale, another part of the pariſh, about two Engliſh 
miles from the old houſe of Echt, where he has built a 
commodious houſe and offices, and made out a garden of 

2 acres, a great part of which is ſurrounded with a ſtone and 

lime wall of about 12 feet high. He has alſo encloſed and 


improved, from a barren moor, which produced nothing but 
| heath, broom, and furze, about 80 Scotch acres, which he 
has laid down with turnip, barley, oats, and different graſſes. 
He has hkewiſe planted at Houſedale about 150 acres of 
hill ground with different kinds of trees, ſuch as Scotch fir, 


pine, larix, oak, beech, mountain aſh, &c. and they are all 


at preſent 1 in a thriving condition, 


5 Stipend, Poor, &c.—The living conſiſts of 16 bolls of bar- 
ley, 32 bolls of meal, at 8 ſtone to the boll, L. 46: 13: 345 
Sterling in money, and a glebe of about 44 acres. The 
Honourable Alexander Duff of Echt, the principal and 
only reſiding heritor, is patron. The church and manſe 


are 
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are old; a new v ſet of offices have juſt been built,—The pa. 


rochial funds for the maintenance of the poor ariſe from the 
weekly collections in the church, morteloth dues, Ge. 


which, at an average, amount annually to about L. 11, 68. 
Sterling; from the intereſt of L. 269 Sterling, a ſum accu, 
| mulated from the ſavings of tormer years, except two lega- | 


cies left for behoof of the poor, under the management of 


the kirk-ſeſſion, amounting to L. 67 : 15: 6 Sterling; 


and from a ſmall annuity, 10 merks Scots, left by the late 
Mr Duff of Premnay, for behoof of ſuch of the poor as live 
in that part of the lands and barony of Culter, which lies 
in the pariſh of Echt. The number of poor at preſent on 
the pariſh roll is 20. They receive quarterly, or once 
every 3 months, from 25. to 6s. each, as their circumſtan- 


ces and neceſſities require. Beſides the poor upon the roll, 
other neceſſitous perſons in the pariſh occaſionally receive 


relief. The annual average ſum diſtributed among them 
is about L. 19 Sterling. The Honourable Alexander Duff 
of Echt alſo beſtows annually 4 bolls of meal {pag the 1n- 
rolled PR belonging to his eſtate. EY 


lO the top , of the We a conical kill 
the higheſt in the pariſh except the hill of Fair, of which 


notice is taken in the Statiſtical Account of the pariſh of 


Midmar, there is an ancient fortification, about which tra- 
dition is ſilent. The remains of two dry ſtone walls, and 


of z ditches without theſe, are diſinfily. viſible, The walls 
| and the ditches are all circular * 8 


Miſcellaneous 


* The inner wall appears to have been about 12 feet thick, the outer 
only five or fix, The circumference of the inner wall is about 330 yards; 
that of the vuter ditch about 565, The «diſtance between the inner wall 
and the inner ditch. i is about 16 yards; between the inner wall and the 

outer 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —Almoſt the only fuel uſed is 


peat and turf, both of which are got in plenty in the pariſh. 
Je. The roads were originally made, and are ſtill kept in very 
6 8. good repair by the ſtatute - labour, exacted in kind. Little 
cu, of the pariſh is encloſed, except Mr Duff s yarn at Houſe- 
ga. dale above mentioned * *, 
of by 23 . SED 
g; outer ditch aboct 36. There are five different entrances into the area en- 
2 cloſed within the inner wall; one on the -E. one on the S. one on the 
ate 8. W. one on the W. and one on the N. All the entrances are in an ob- 
ve lique direction. The outer wall is ſaid to be more modern than the in- 
les ner, and to habe been built of ſtones taken from the inner wall, as a fence 
on for trees, which one of the proprietors of the eſtate of Echt planted in the 
laſt century on the ſummit of the hill, but of which there are now no veſ- 
Ice tiges remaining. This ſeems not improbable, as it is much more entire 
in- tqan the inner wall, and beſides there is no entrance left through it into 
Il, the inner area, although all the five entrances above mentioned are very 
ve 3 _ perceptible through the ditches and the inner wall. On the S. of the 
Pa Barmekin, and at the diſtance of about two furlongs from the foot of i it, 
1 there is one cairn, or large heap of ſtones, and another on the N. at the 
uff like diſtance. There are alſo three other cairns, and a great many tumuli 
A--::1 in different parts of the pariſh, and the remains of three Druidical temples. 
In the years 1782 and 1783, the pariſh of Echt was by no means 
I! _ exempt from the general calamity. It ſuffered conſiderably from the late- 
* neſs of the harveſt 1782, but leſs than many other parithes around. Ow- 
ch ing to the earlineſs of the foil and climate, moſt of the barley was ripened, 
of | and a good deal of the oats filled, and tolerably ripened, before the intenſe 
4. froſts and ſnow came on; but the lateſt both of barley and oats was hurt 
id by the froſt, and a conſiderable deficiency found in the crop. The poorer 
Is of the inhabitants were kept from feeling the extremities of want by the 


exertions of the kirk-ſeffion, who bought a conſiderable quantity of meal, 
and diſtributed it among the poor upon the pariſh-roll inſtead of money, 

and (old it out to other indigent perſons in the pariſh at a reduced price. 
23 The ;:ariſh received but a ſmall proportion of the meal and peaſe granted 
by Government in ſummer 1783 for the relief of the poor in the northern 
diſtricts of Scotland, vis, five bolls of meal, and two bolls of peale. 
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NUMBER XI. 
PARISH or BORTHWICK, 


(CounTY or EDINBURGH, SYNOD of LoTHIAN Aub 
TWEEDDALE, PRESBYTERY OF DALKEITH.) 


By the Rev. Mr John CLUNIZ. 


Name, E xt ent, Climate, Surface, Soil, &c. a 


Ts pariſh evideatly derives its name from the an- - 


cient. and once powerful family of Borthwick, con- 
cerning whoſe origin traditional accounts are very various“. 
1 „ Borthwick 


* Some fay that they were deſcended from one Andreas, a ſon of the 


Lord of the Caſtle of Burtick in Livonia, who accompanied Queen Mar- 
garet from Hungary to Scotland in 1057, and having got poſſeſſion of fome 
lands in the W, or S. parts of this country, his poſterity, with ſome ſmall 
alteration in the ſpelling, aſſumed the ſurname of Borthwick from the place 
of their progenitor's birth. Others are of opinion that the name is merely 
local. Be that as it may, certain it is, that, during the 1 5th, and follow - 

Ing centuries, the Lords of Borthwick had immenſe poſſeſſions, and very 
great influence in this part of the country, The peerage is now dormant, 

| but 
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Bonbwick l lies about 12 miles 8. E. m Edinburgh, and 
1 mile N. E. from Middleton. Its limits are ſomewhat irre- 


gular ; but, on an average, its extent from E. to W. is about 
6 miles, and from S. to N. about 4 miles. The climate is 


various; but upon the whole, mild and temperate. In this 
tract of country there is conſiderable leſs rain than falls on 


either hand of us. The hills to the S. and N. W. break. the 


clouds, and with the attraction of the frith of Forth on 
N. E. carry off the rain, and frequently preſerve us dry, 
while our neighbours are threatened with a deluge. The 


zir is pure; the inhabitants in general are healthy, and 


ſubject to no particular local diſtempers. Remarkable in- 


ſtances of longevity now and then occur; one man in par- 


ticular, not long ago reached his hundredth year, and to 


live upwards of 80 years is not reckoned at * uncommon. 


. 5 RE 5 | Borthwick 


hut thoſe who wiſh to ſee at large the deſcent, noble alliances, and hiſtory 
cf this once flouriſhing family, may conſult Douglaſs's Peerage. What 


pow conſtitutes this pariſh formerly belonged to the College Kirk of 


Crichton, which lies about a mile N. E. of this place. In April 1596, 
King James I. of England diſſolved from the ſaid College Kirk the pre- 
bendaries of Ardnaleſtoun (now Arniſton) of Middleton firſt and ſecond, 


and of Vogrie, of old called Lochquharret, and alſo two boys, or clerks, to 


affift in the performance of Divine Service, with ſuitable ſalaries annexed 
to their office. Theſe prebendaries, with the haill vicarage of Borthwick, 

fruits, rents, . manſe, and glebe thereof, were then, by a Royal charter, 
erected into a diſtinct and;ſeparate charge, to be in all time coming called 


the parſonage of Borthwick. The year before this, the preſbytery of Dal- 


keith had deſigned a glebe for Mr Adam Colt, the then officiating parſon ; 
but this they ſeem to have conſidered only as a meaſure of expediency, 
the pariſh having been conſtituted before the Royal Charter could be ob- 
tained, _ This deed muſt have been regarded at the time as a tranſaction 


of confiderable importance; for, in 1606, the erection of the parſonage 


by the ſaid charter was ſolemnly ratified in Parliament, and in 1609, con- 
firmed by George Archbiſhop of St Andrew's, as the undoubted patron of 
faid prebendaries ; always reſerving, however, the preſentation and advo- 


cation of all che bremiſes, gifts, and benefices to himſelf and denen in 
oKce, 
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Borthwick itſelf finds t in a pleafnt valley, flerchndca on 


every fide by riſing grounds of confidetabte beight, but 
ſcarce ſo high, or of ſuch rapid aſcent, as to deferve the 
name of hills. The general ſurface is uneven, and when 
viewed from the church, very much refetubles the waves 
of the ſea. The ſoil is exceedingly various, but for the 
moſt part kindly and light. Some portion of it, indeed, 
conſiſts of clay; ſome part of it is loamy ; and the higher 
. rather cold, AUD a ee marſhy. | 


Proprietors, State of Property and Cultivation —There are 
in this diſtrict fix proprietors, all of whom reſide in the 
pariſh except one, who has in it only a ſmall farm. Theſe 
Proprietors retain in their own hands about one half of the 
property, and ſeveral -of them have made, and are fill 
making, on their eſtates moſt ſubſtantial improvements, 
In point of cultivation, indeed, this pariſh has long been 
thought conſiderably behind; but the preſent farmers, whe- 
ther proprietors. or tenants, are, by rapid ſtrides, follow- 
ing their more ſkilful and induſtrious, and conſequently 
more ſucceſsful neighbours. Encloſing, partly by hedge 
and ditch, and partly by ſtone and lime walls, has been of 
great ſervice; and the ſtrips and clumps of plantation, which 
meet the eye in every direction, have beautified the coun- 


try, and tend very much to warm and fertilize the ſoil. 


The rotation of crops, like the ſoil, muft be various; but 
the introduction of green crops and ſummer fallow, have 
been of unſpeakable advantage, both in cleaning the ground 

and in procuring plenty of nouriſhing food for black cattle 
and horſes, and conſequently in increafing the quantity of 
manure. There is in every corner plenty of lime, which in 
this part of the country is not now much uſed as manure, 
either becauſe being ſo much within reach, it is not held in 


ſufficient eſtimation, or what is more probable, becaule 3 
Gs gre?” 


2 „ 
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great part of che land has beak fo POW limed, and fo 


cruelly cropped after, that this moſt valuable ſpecies of ma- 
nure now ceaſes to operate or produce any conſiderable ef. 


fea. Here of late much has been done, and it is to be 


hoped that the proprietors and farmers will ſtill go on, and 


avail themſelves of the advantages of their ſituation. T hey 


have at command coal and lime, neither of which has yet 


deen diſcovered farther ſouth, in this direction at leaſt, til 
ou approach the borders of England. 


The valued rent of this pariſh is L. 8 188. Scots. Fre rom 


che preſent ſtate of the property, its real value cannot be 
preciſely aſcertained, but muſt be very conſiderable. 
The rents are ſaid to have been about doubled within 
_ theſe 30 years; and from various conſiderations, it is 


probable that at this day the tenants have better bargains 
than their predeceſſors had, Previous to the period men- 


tioned. 


Price of Labour, and 5 Employment of the People. — In this 


pariſh ſervices of every kind are almoſt entirely aboliſhed, and 


in general the farmer pays money * for all. In the villages, of 
which there are four ſmall ones in the pariſh, we here and 
there meet with a maſon, a wright, a weaver, or a tailor, but 
the people are chiefly employed in hutbandry. No manu- 
factures or commerce of any conſequence are in theſe bounds. 


Vol. XIII. 4 * 5 One 


A certain quantity of poultry, indeed, muſt ill in many inſtances, 
de farmithed to the proprietors by their tenants, which the latter, when 


not allowed to give money in lieu of it, conſider as a very great grievance. 


Here the price of labour is very high. A man-ſervant, who lives and eats 
in the houſe, is allowed as wages from L. 6, 10 8. to L. g, and a woman- 
ſervant from L. 3 to L. 4 a- year: a day-labourer earns from 1s. to 18 6d. 

a-day, according to the nature of his employment. The wages of both 

ſexes in harveſt are regulated weekly by what is given to thoſe who hire 


. themſelves at Dalkeich each Monday morning. 
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One in genious mechanick; Fndeed, we muſt not omit to 
mention. At the village of Ford, which lies on the eaſtern 


extremity of this pariſh, lives James Small, the beſt plough. 
maker i in Scotland. In this particular department, indeed, 
he i is perhaps ſecond to none in the iſland. He makes 300, 
400, and ſometimes 500 ploughs in a year, and by his ac. 


knowledged and decided ſuperiority, ſuch is the demand, 
that had he ſufficient ſtock, and choſe to attend merely to 
his perſonal intereſt, he might make his own terms, and in- 


_ creaſe the ſale of his Ploughs to an ineredible extent. His 


chain plough i is now in general uſe, and well known. The 


man who holds, at the ſame time, with dexterity and eaſe, 
drives two horſes, which, if ſtout, are perfectly able to draw 


the plough in almoſt any ſoil. The ſame tradeſman ſome 


time ago ſuggeſted caſt metal in ſtead of wooden ſheath | 
and mould-boards, which, upon trial, is found to be a moſt 
Important improvement. He too has lately invented, for 


tilling ſteep or hilly ground, a plough, which has been in- 


ſpected, proved, and recommended in ſtrong terms by a moſt 
reſpectable Committee of the Dalkeith Farmer Society. 
This inſtrument has double coulters and mould-boards, and 


on ſuch ſimple conſtruQion, that the ploughman ſhifts them 


with eaſe while he is turning the horſes. By this device, 


in going along any declivity where it is neceſſary to plough 
always down-hill, inſtead of returning empty, as 1s com- 


mon, a furrow is taken both ways, only it muſt be thrown - 


from the left as well as from the right hand, which faves 


nearly one half of the time, and, by a little practice, can 


be done with equal eaſe for man and horſes. 
At Dalkeith there is every Thurſday the greateſt corn- 
market in Scotland, which is exceedingly convenient for 


dealers in grain. In this pariſh there is one bleachfield, 
one lint and two corn mulls, at which laſt meal is made for 


the neighbourhood, but chiefly for the Edinburgh market. 


At 


of Borthwick. ws 3 5 7 
At the * of Middleton i is a very good inn, with. a re- 
gular N poſt-chailes, &c. and in the other quarters ; 
of the pariſh are 4 ale-houſes, which are by no means favour-, 
able either to the health or morals of the inhabitants. 4 


Stipend, "hab, Gebe patron is Mr ba of Ar- 3 


| niſton, who is alſo the principal heritor. The ſtipend, be- 
ſides the manſe and uſual appendages, i is L. 100: 319, all 
paid in money. About 40 yards from che ſite of the old 
one ®, and entirely without the burying-ground, ſtands the 
profent church, which is nearly in the centre of the pariſh, 
It was finiſhed in 1778, and, much to the credit of the he-. 
ritors, and comfort of the pariſhioners, i 15 neat, commodious, 
and ſubſtantial. Nothing like it, indeed, is to be ſeen in 
this part of the country. Part of the manſe is very old; 
but by the repairs which were given about 4 years ago, it 


is now a good lodgeable houſe. The offices, garden, gar- 


den- wall, and pigeon-houſe, are moſt excellent. The glebe 

which is adjoining, conſiſts of rather more than 12 Scotch 
acres, and is encloſed. About 7 acres is good arable land; 

the reſt is marſhy, but improvable.— There are two ſchools 
in the pariſh. The public teacher has, as ſchoolmaſter, 

L333 54 of ſalary ; but the heritors have thrown in his 

way ſeveral other emoluments. As ſeffion-clerk and precen- 

tor, which office is uſually annexed to that of ſchoolmaſter 

in country pariſhes, he is allowed from the public funds 

þ , 10 8. a- ear; and for collecting the poor - rates, and 

4 K 2 diſtributing 


*The old church, which was a Popiſh building in the form of a croſs, 
was in May 1775 burnt to the ground. Two of the heritors had fire. 
places in it. The day before the accident happened, the fires had been 
lighted as uſual; and ſufficient attention not having been paid in laying 
off the coals, they gradually communicated with the waod ; and on the 
following night, before it was-obſerved, the roof had fallen in, and ſcarce 

a veſtige of timber was to be ſeen, 
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diſtributing the money, L. 4 5 As Wen of the "DO 


: money, he receives L. 1, 108. his perquiſites for regiſter- 


Ing marriages, births, and burials, are, on an average, 


L. 1, 10s. and ſchool- wages L. 5, 108. ; ſo that the whole 


amounts to L. 17: 3: 57, beſides a ſmall houſe and garden. 


This, though by no means one of the worſt livings of the 


| Eind, never can be an object to a man who has got any thing 

Uke a liberal education. To one who is only tolerably well 
informed, or at all qualified'to be uſeful, and who muſt dreſs, 
and is ſuppoſed to live a little above the common rate, it is 
only a ſort of genteel ſtarving. The average number of 
ſcholars is 30, and the ſmall pittance which is drawn mere- 
ly as ſchool- fees, is indeed ſtriking, But we ſhall ceaſe to 
wonder, when it is obſerved, that although the wages of the 
very loweſt of his employers have been doubled, and in 
many inſtances tripled, thoſe of the e have not 


been altered 85 a century *. 


The 


Here the fee for teaching to read Englith is 144:; for reading and 


writing 18 d.; and for reading, writing, and arithmetick, 25. a quarter. 
And even ſuch trifles are in many caſes but ill paid. Senſible of the diſ- 
advantages under which he labours, the ſeſſion a few years ago, in order. 


io take the odium off their ſchoolmäſter, who in ſome meaſure muſt de- 


pend on the- opinion of the public, took upon themſelves to regu- 
late the ſchool fees, which they ordered to be raiſed conſiderably, and 
paid at entry. But the object of their attention, upon the people remon- 
ſtrating, and threatening to ſend their children elſewhere, either wanted 


the reſolution or the power to give effect to the well · meant ſcheme of His 5 


intended benefactors. Such A meafure, indeed, could nut then have 


deen adopted with advantage, unleſs fimilar reſolutions had been entered. 


into by all the teachers in the neighbourhood. But in this point of view 
ſchoolmaſters only ſhare the fate of other annuitants, who muſt always. 
ſuffer by the proſperity of their country, and whoſe fituation hath been 


fo feelingly eaten by many who have contributes to this 0k 
work. | 


1 
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The other ſchool NE is in. Aa village about two 


miles from the church. Here the average number of 
ſcholars is 28; the fees are equally low, and ſtill worſe 


paid than thoſe of the pariſh. ſchoolmaſter. The teach- 


er indeed has L. 3, 15. of falary, arifing from a ſum 
mortified by a Sir James M*Lurg, A ſchool-houſe too has 
hitherto been furniſhed by Mr Dewar of Vogrie, as the in- 


ſtitution ſeems to have been chiefly intended for the chul- 5 


dren of thoſe who reſide on his eſtate. be 


Fase 20 o years paſt the number of poor has, on an 


average, been about 18, and their allowance L. 2, 10 8. the 
month, or L. 30 a- year. At preſent, indeed, their mainte- 
nance amounts to upwards of L. 20 more, owing to the 


ſeſſion having charge of five poor orphans, who are educated, 
fed, and clothed at the expenſe of the pariſh, In the years 
1 775, 1776, and 1777, there was no accommodation, and 
of · courſe little or no public worſhip at Borthwick. In that i 
caſe, recourſe was had to an aſſeſſi ment, which the parties 


concerned have never ſince got entirely rid of. A variety of 
circumſtances concurred to render a partial aſſeffment abſo- 
lutely neceffary ; and although, after ſuch mode of ſupport- 
ing the poor was found expedient, numbers thought proper 
to withdraw their collections at the church-doors, yet ftill 
our ordinary contributions are continued, and found to be 
of ſome conſequence. They amount to about L. 10, 125. 


a-year ; the pall, or mortcloth money, is about L. 5: 3: 5, 


which, with L.2, 10s. as intereſt of money laid out at 5 
per cent. conſtitutes all the regular funds on which we can 
have any dependence. The L. 50 alluded to, the heritors and 

feſſion broke upon in the memorable year 1782, but, by mu- 
| tual conſent, they embraced t e very earlieſt opportunity of 
replacing it, that it might lie in reſerve as a fund to which 


they could have recourſe on any extraordinary emergency. 


Four 
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Four of the bel itbet ate Haters, and 0 thi aue as ſuch, 
They take a kind intereſt! in the poor, meet with the ſeſſion 
begin arly twice 4-year, examine accounts, liſten to new ap- 
8 plications, make up the roll for the enſaing half year, fix 
: 5 allowance of each penfioner | as ſee mis needful, and aſſeſs 
themſelves And tenants to make up the. deficiency of the 


— ſupplies above ſpecified.” A diſcretionary power too is Bt 
ven to the miniſter, and any one elder, to attend to cir. 


cumſtances which cannot be foreſeen « or provided for at the 
ſtated meetings ®. 


Pepaltion—The return to Dr Webſter in 15 557 was 
910 ſouls. From an accurate liſt taken by the late incum- 
bent about 4 years ago, it appeared that the number of 


| the people had di miniſtied conſiderably from the time that 


Dr Webſter had calculated the population of Scotland. 


This dare müde, as in many other fituations, have 
5 Ie, eee 


* Such proviſion, it has ſometimes. been alleged, has a a (by 
_ damping induſtry, and rendering the labouring part of the community leſs 
ſcrupulous in their applications for aid) to leſſen the mortification of being 
aſſiſted by the public charity of people like themſelves, and fo, in effect, 
to inereaſe the number of poor; but ſimilar objections may be brought 
againſt charitable / inſtitutions of almoſt every denomination. In this 


country there ęan be no great cauſe of alarm while the management is in 


ſuch hands; and therefore, to compare ourtrifling aſſeſſments with the poor- 
rates in England in their operation and effects, 1 is ridiculous and abſurd, 
True, indeed, it would be moſt deſirable that no aſſeſſment were necel- 
ſary; and did heritors in general imitate thoſe of the pariſh of Borthwick, 
the happieſt conſequences might be expected: But in many pariſhes not 
a fingle proprietor reſides; and where he does, gives not himſelf the 
' fmalleſt trouble about the poor. The tenants naturally imitate their ſupe- 
riors, in relaxing in their attendance on public worſhip, and the trifling 
ſums collected at church may be ſaid to be half extorted from the very 
- pooreſt of the community. On this account, therefore, as in many other 
. inſtances, we muſt take mankind, not as what they ought to be, but as 
they really are, and ſo treat them accordingly, 
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been owin 8 chiefly to to the altethtion 3 in tho mode of farm- 
ing, and to the commercial ſtate öf the country. Upon 
two or more farms being thrown into one, and one man 
inſtead of two employed in managing the plongh, the race of 


hinds or cottagers wete no longer fuch objects of attention, 


and that uſeful body of men naturally repaired to manu · 
facturing towns in queſt of more luctative employment. 
How far this may in the end prove beneficial or hurtful to 


the ſubſtantial intereſts of the country, time will determine. 
Since the year 1789, the inhabitants in this quarter have 


increaſed in number about 40, which cannot be accounted 


for in any other way, than that now two conſiderable farms 
are let, which were then in the hands of the proprietors. 
There are now in this pariſh 858 "ſouls; 412 males, and 
446 females; of theſe 154 are children under 8 years of 
age. The whole number of the people is divided into 


204 families, ſo that ſomething | more than 4, or about 47, 


are ſuppoſed to be in each family. In the country parts of 
the pariſh the proportion is much higher; but in the vil - 
lages are ſeveral houſes that contain each a ſolitary inhabi- 
tant, which, when brought into the calculation, renders the 


average juſt mentioned pretty accurate. The Seceders of 
all denominations amount to 112, of whom only 6 are ſer- 
vants; but here we have included all the children of Sece- 


ders, and as a conſiderable number of them are not yet of 


age to chooſe for themſelves, and it is much more common 


in this part of the country for the children of Seceders to 


attach themſelves to the Church, than for the children of 


thoſe who are in communion with the Church to ſecede, 


the proportion of Diſſenters now ſtated muſt be too high. 


Some years ago a Relief meeting houſe was built in the E. 


corner of this pariſh, and a miniſter appointed with a ſmall 


falary ; but he and his hearers ſoon differing, he could not 
realize the trifling living promiſed, and was obliged to give 


up 


= 
— — 
err — 2 — — 


— nEdans - 
——— — 
——— _ 


— 
r 
— 


_ 
—_— 


a 1 - — — BG — 
n 1 pe pot — ne 

rr r 
4 1 — py — mes $A, 


he 


6 32 OE —  Statiflicat Account 


x 14 i ; 410585 4 


up his charge. An ns fince kk made 1 to procure 


a ſucceſſor; but either from want of funds, or. from a differ. 


ence of opinion in the choice of their paſtor, or from both 


cauſes united, ſuch attempts have hitherto. failed, and the 


few who once were zealous 1 in the ſupport of this meeting, 
now go occaſionally to the different churches from which 


they had ſeparated themſelves.— Here the average number 


of marriages in a year is 83 of baptifms, 20; and of burials, 


15; but, although the regiſters are kept with care, no ac- 
curate concluſions can be drawn from them reſpecting po- 


ow” , 


* 


=: Ailing to a l of very ancient Ante, the common with is 
. to be buried with our fathers; and from the change of reſidence, which 
ever muſt take place among the great body of the people, and the fluctua- 

ting ſtate of all human affairs, there are not above two farmers in theſe 

| bounds who bury in this place. They carry their deceaſed friends elſe- 


where; and, in return, the dead are brought here from neighbouring 


pariſhes, and ſometimes from à very conſiderable diſtance. The regiſter 
of baptiſms is not much to be depended on; for, in ſpite of the advice and 
remonſtrances of their miniſter, the people frequently neglect to regiſter 
the names of their children, and, what is tg be regretted and condemned, 
the higher ranks are in this reſpect the moſt faulty. They ſeldom regi- 
| ſter either marriages or baptiſms, which ſurely muſt proceed from inad- 
vertency ; but they ought to conſider, that they thereby deprive the ſeſſion- 
clerk of a very conſiderable perquiſite, and render the records imperfect. 
True, indeed, z d. is, by act of Parliament, regularly levied for Govern- 
ment on each birth, marriage, or burial, when regiſtered ; but there ſeems 
to be no clauſe in the act compelling people of every deſcription to regi- 

ſter uniformly and without exception; or, if there be, in whom is the 
compulſatory power lodged? and at whoſe inſtance is the proſecution 
to be undertaken ? The fefion-clerk has neither time nor authority to 
proſecute; and if he had, the proſecution of one half of the delinquents 
would to him in many caſes prove inſtant ruin. As the trifling ſums 
levied can be no great object to Government, could all or ſuch propor- 
tion of the threepences be allowed for the clerk's trouble, as would effec- 
tually unite his intereſt with his duty, hence would ariſe conſiderable 
emoluments to a needy but uſeful body of men, and — records be in 
eyery inſtance cemplete. 
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| Antiquities —About a mile and a half below this place, 
there is on the lands of Harvieſton, beautifully fituated by 
the fide of the water, a ruin, which is ſaid to have been 
the reſidence of the family of Borthwick, before they were 

created Peers, or had riſen to ſuch eminence in this coun- 

try. About the end of the 14th and beginning of the 1 5th 


century, lived a Sir William Borthwick, who, being a man 


of very great parts, was employed as an ambaſſador on ſe- 
veral important negotiations, and concerned in moſt of the 


public tranſactions of his time. This William appears to 


have been created Lord Borthwick before the year 1430; 


for, in October that year, at the baptiſm of the King's two 
ſons, ſeveral Knights were created, and among the reſt 


William, ſon and heir of Lord Borthwick. He obtained 
from King James I. of Scotland, a licence to build a caſtle 
on the lands of Lochwarret, Ad conſtruendam arcent 


| in illo loco qui vulgariter dicitur le motte de Lochwarret. 


This grant was obtained by a charter under the Great Seal 
in the year 1430. A ſtately and moſt magnificent caſtle 


was accordingly reared, and afterward became the chief 
| ſeat and title of the family. This amazing maſs of build- 
ing is yet upon the whole very entire, and of aſtoniſhing 
ſtrength. There is indeed in the middle of the eaſt wall 


a conſiderable breach; but whether this hath been occa- 
ſioned by a flaſh of lightning, or by the influence of the 


weather, or by ſome original defe@ in the building, cannot 
now with certainty be determined. The form of this ve- 


nerable ſtructure is nearly ſquare, being 74 by 68 feet 
without the walls, but having on the W. fide a large open- 
ing, which ſeems to have been intended to give light to 


the principal apartments. The walls themſelves, which 
are of hewn ſtone without and within, and moſt firmly 
cemented, are near the bottom 15 feet thick, and towards 


6 34 0 Stat ical Account 


the top are e gradually contivdiud to about 6 feet. Beſide: . 
the ſunk ſtorey, they are from the adjacent area to the 


battlement go feet high ; and if we include the roof, which 
is arched and covered with flag ſtones, the whole height 


will be about 1 10 feet. In one of the low apartments is 
an excellent ſpring well, which, however, is now filled up 
with rubbiſn. On the firſt ſtorey are ſtate rooms, which 


were once acceſſible by a draw bridge. The great hall is 


40 feet long, and had its muſick gallery; its roof is lofty, 
and has once been adorned with luſtres, painting, and ta. 
peſtry. The chimney, which is very large, has been nice. 


ly carved and gilded, and in every corner may be traced 
the remains of fallen greatneſs. Here too was ſheltered 


injured royalty ; for a little before the battle of Carberry 


Hill, the Earl of Bothwell, with his fair conſort, fled for 


refuge to this hoſpitable manſion. Its noble owners were 
uniformly men of great honour and loyalty, and before 


the uſe of artillery, their ſtrong-hold would be deemed 
impregnable, ſo that all who were under their protection 
might be perfectly ſecure. The caſtle is ſurrounded on 


every {ide but one by ſteep ground and water, and at e- 


qual diſtances from the baſe are ſquare and round 
towers nm. 


The 


* Strong, W as this fortreſs was both by' nature and art, it was 
not proof againſt the enthuſiaſtic fury of the celebrated Oliver Cromwell. 


John, eighth Lord Borthwick, had, during all the civil war, remained 5 
firmly attached to the Royal cauſe, which was ſufficient to draw upon 


him the vengeance of the Protector. Accordingly there is in the hands 
of Mr Hepburn of Clerkingtone, now proprietor of the caſtle and lands 


of Borthwick, an original letter, which, as a piece of curioſity and cha- 


racteriſtic of the author, ſhall here be tranſcribed verbatim, It was writ« 
| | ten 


1 n — 
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The eaſt wing of the old church has at one time un- 
doubtedly been the altar, and afterward converted into 
family burying ground; and there lies in armour one of the 
name of Borthwick, with his lady by him, and numbers | 


of little elegant human figures around them. 
On the property of Mr Brown of Currie, there have 


been a great many heaps of ſmall ſtones, which, in almoſt | 


every part of Scotland, are well known by the name of 


cairns. Theſe are evidently ſepulchral monuments ; and 
as a multitude could rear them in haſte, ſuch artleſs me- 


thod of perpetuating the memory of chiefs ſlain in battle, 


ſeems to have been univerſally adopted by the different 
tribes 


ten after the b of the King, dated at Edinburgh on the 18th No- 
* 1680 and e thus: 


ec 70 the 8 of Borthwick Caſtle there. 


„ Sir, 


= i thought fitt to ſend this trumpet to you, to lett you know, that, if 
*« you pleaſe to walk away with your Company, and deliver the houſe 
to ſuch as I ſhall ſend to receive it, you ſhall have liberty to carry off 
«© your armes and goods, and ſuch other neceſſaries as you have. You 


have harboured ſuch parties in your houſe, as have baſely unhumanely 


“ murdered our men; if you neceflitate me to bend my cannon againſt 


«« you, you muſt expect what I doubt you will not be ne with. I 
56 expect your preſent anſwer, 


6 and reſt your ſervant, O. C oMW LE.“ 


A ſurrender was the conſequence of this e ſummons, but the 


beſieged ſeem to bave made a bold ſtand, for, upon ſeeing no appearance 


of relief, Lord Borthwick obtained very honourable terms of capitulation, 
vi z. liberty to march out with his Lady and family unmoleſted, and 15 
days allowed to remove his effects. Notwithſtanding the waſte of time, 
the grand appearance of this princely edifice ſtill fills the mind of the 


beholder with a ſort of veneration, and the windings of the water, and 


adjacent woods and corn fields, form altogether a ſcene moſt beautiful 
and pictureſque, — 
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tribes of the uncivilized northern nations. Below, and all 
around the tumuli now inſtanced, have been diſcovered, 


and dug up numbers of earthen pots full of half-burnt hu- = 


man bones, and each of them covered by a flat ſtone. 
Theſe have generally been found about a foot or a foot 
and a half in the earth, and ſometimes ſo near the ſurface, 
that they have been uncovered by the plough. Some of 
theſe pots, with their contents, are yery entire, and others 

conſiderably waſted, Moſt of them may contain about 
two Scotch pints. Specimens of them have been preſer- : 


ved, and are ſtill in poſſeſſion of the N of the 
ground . | 


| 4 


Eminent Men. This 3 hath china ſeveral very | 
great men. Among the Literati, one, to whom this place 
gave birth, will hold a diſtinguiſhed rank, while a taſte 
for literature remains in dhe world. The late Principal 


Robertſon 


*All of them are of coarſe but curious workmanſhip, and moſt of 
them are ornamented with various figures, from which, however, nothing 
can be drawn, to enable us to aſcertain with certainty, when or by 
whom they have been depoſited. The ſpot on which they are found has, 
it all probability, been a military ſtation; but whether Roman, Daniſh 
or Britiſh, we ſhall not pretend to decide. From the united teſtimony 
of travellers and hiſtorians, there ſeems to be little reaſon to doubt, that 
the practice of burning the dead did once prevail among ſome of the 
northern nations, and Dr Henry, who was indefatigable in his reſearches, 
and whoſe veracity hath never been called in queſtion, obſerves, in his 
hiſtory of Britain, that the ancient inhabitants of South Britain burnt 
* the bodies of the dead, according to the cuſtom of the ancient Gauls, 
* from whom they were deſcended.” This the hiſtorian thinks evident, 
from the the great number of urns, of Britiſh workmanſhip, which have 
been found in various corners of the iſland, full of aſhes and human 
bones, half burnt. Diſcoveries too, of a late date, tend to corroborate 
che cucumſtanees which the Doctot brings in proof of his conjec- 

ture, 
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_ Robertſon was born in the mate of Borthwick. He ever 


- cheriſhed an attachment to the place of his nativity, and to 


the lateſt period of life, talked of the ſcenes of his youth 


with a pleafing and intereſting warmth. Such a ſhining | 
character needs no panegyric. The figure which he made 
in the church is yet freſh in the memory of the order to 


which he belonged. The dignity of his manner, the 


ſtrength of his arguments, and preciſion with which they 


were ſtated, the ſmoothneſs of his periods, and the clear 


but nervous language in which he at all times expreſſed 
his ſentiments, but more eſpecially on particular occaſions, 


gained the attention of his audience, and commanded the 
_ admiration of ſuch of them as had any taſte for pulpit ora- 


tory. His talents for converſation and engaging manners 


were no leſs remarkable. His writings are known and 
read with avidity in every quarter of the globe; his ſub- 


jects are intereſting, and handled in a maſterly manner; 


and in all the produQtions of his pen appear ſuch a pro- 
found knowledge of human nature, ſuch accurate diſcri- 


- mination, and ſuch a power of eloquence, that his fame 


will live when the preſent and many ſucceeding RES 
tions are mingled with the duſt. 


In the law department, the Dundaſes of Arniſton have | 


made a conſpicuous figure. Two of the heads of that re- 


ſpectable family were Preſidents of the higheſt civil court 


in this country; and by their knowledge of law, and diſ- 
patch in buſineſs, as well as by their unwearied attention 


to the particular cauſes which came under their review, 
and the equity of their deciſions, did credit to the choice of 


their Sovereign, and were of the higheſt importance to the 
civil intereſts of their country, From this family too are 
ſome living characters, who cannot in juſtice be paſſed 
over in filence. The Right Honourable Henry Dundas, 
Secretary of State, Wc. is not only diſtinguiſhed as a ftateſ- 


man 
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man over ol Europe, but Kis well eattidd fame has ex. 
| tended beyond the Eaſtern and Weſtern Oceans. His 


ſtrong attachment to his native conntry is well known, 
and the eſſential ſervices which he hath rendered it, muſt, 


| ini ſpite of the envy of his political enemies, be acknow- 


ledged by every candid and unprejudiced mind. The fa. 


mily from which he is deſcended by no means ſeems to 


degenerate. The younger branches, who now may be ſaid 
to be only entering on public life, promiſe to do honour 


to the reſpeQive profeſſions which they have choſen, 
Their mental abilities can only be ſurpaſſed by their ſtea 


dineſs in friendſhip, their ſtrong attachments, and amiable 

winning manners. Of their preſent repreſentative, the 
writer of this paper ſhall ſuppreſs the impulſe which he 
| feels, and forbear to ſay any thing particular, left he ſhould 


be accuſed of flattery, which he deteſts, or of partiality, by 


which, from certain circumſtances, he way in this inſtance 


pe biaſſed. 


Miſtellancous: Obſeroation, —With truth, it may be ſaid, 


that the pariſhioners of Borthwick are decent and exem- 
plary in their external deportment. In every human ſo- 
_ eiety, certain irregularities muſt now and then take place, 
but here atrocious crimes are entirely unknown, and the 


people in general are orderly, peaceable, induſtrious and 
contented. Notwithſtanding their diverſity of opinion in 


matters of religion; they live in harmony and friendſhip 


with one another. The Seceders, it has ſometimes been = 
alleged, notwithſtanding their profeſſions of ſuperior ſanc- 


tity, are, in point of truth and integrity in their inter- 


courſe with the world, not quite ſo correct as could be 


wiſhed. Charity binds us to believe, that the allegation 
is unfounded ; and ' without attempting to offer a full vin- 

dication of their conduct in this particular, it may be aſ- 
1 ſerted 


ſet 
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ſerted to their credit, that in them a marked change of 
manners in point of civility and good breeding is very vi- 


ſible, which muſt be obſerved with pleaſure by every one 


who has the happineſs of ſociety at heart. The time has 


been, and at no diſtant period, when a Seceder not only 
thought himſelf, but boldly declared himſelf to be better 
than his neighbour, whilſt ſourneſs of temper, and ſullen 


moroſe manners were his diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics. 
To be chearful and happy in innocent amuſements, would 


have ſubjected thoſe of this ſect to the cenſure of their 
brethern, and vengeance of their clergy, and to have ſmi- 


led on a Sunday, or affociated with a churchman, would 
have been deemed impiety. The writer hereof, however, 

can ſay with confidence, that, in the diſcharge of his duty, 
when viſiting his pariſh, he went into every houſe with- 


out diſtinction; and that the Seceders, with perhaps one 


exception, received him 28 cordially, and liſtened to his 
praye rs and admonitions with as much decency and atten- 


tion as his own hearers. The rancour of contending ſects 
now happily begins to ſubſide; and whether ſuch change 
proceeds from a different behaviour, being inconſiſtent 


with their worldly intereſt, and expoſing them to the ri- 
dicule and pity of every liberal and good man, or from 


novelty having loſt its influence, or from the diviſions a- 


mong themſelves, or from their now entertaining more ra- 


tional and enlightened views of true and undefiled reli- 


gion, or from all or ſeveral of theſe cauſes united; {till the 


effe is pleat; nt, and the praiſe to which the Seceders are 


in this reſpect entitled, cannot in juſtice be withheld. 


* 
NU M. 
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NUMBER XII. 
PARISH or BAL MAGHIE, 


Count AND | Pansurrent or Kinxcuppkionr, Srx0 
oy GarLowar.) 


By the, Rev. J. JonnsTowe, Minifter at Croſſmichae!. 


Name, Extent, cee, &c a 


BAL in the Gaelic language, ſignifies A 3 or re- 
ſidence. For about 600 years previous to the year 


1786, the family of Maghie of Balmaghie poſſeſſed exten- 
ſive eſtates in this part of the country, and here they reſi- 
ded. Hence the etymology of the name of the pariſh is ob- 

vious. The diftri is quadrilateral; but as it has not yet 
been completely ſurveyed, its form cannot be accurately de- 
ſcribed. Its length may be about 8 or 9, and its breadth 
from 3 to 6 Engliſh miles. The general appearance of the 
ſurface is very far from pleaſing the eye. A great part of it 
15 covered with heath, and with rocks. There are ſome bogs 
or moraſſes, which are either incapable of being drained, or 

4 | being 
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being made to yield a return adequate to the expenſe of ſuoli 
an operation. There are moſſes too of great extent, which, 
if they are not more beautiful, are at leaſt of more value, 
as they afford an abundant ſupply of fuel to the inhabitants, 
and ſerve to relieve the want of their neighbours. There 
are a few bleak rugged hills, which riſe to a conſiderable 
height, and are incapable of improvement: But the pariſh 
in general cannot be ſaid to be mountainous. Along the 
eaſtern and ſouthern ſkirts of it, nature has been more li- 
beral of ker favours, and human induſtry has begun to give 
proofs of its power. Here are verdant and fertile meadows, 
which, before the uſe of artificial graſſes was known, were 
let as high as the beſt arable land is at this day. The ap- 
pearance and condition of the dry ground here, have been 
changed and improved by the application of lime imported 
from England, and of excellent ſhell marl found in Carlin 
wark Loch. There is ſome natural wood; and a few plan- 
| tations have been made, which are in a thriving ſtate : But 
fill there is too much reaſon to conſider hedges and trees 
as rarities in Galloway. FS, 


Rivers and Lakes —The Dee, (commonly called the black 
water of Dee), runs along the north ſide of the pariſh, and 
forms ihe line of ſeparation between it and Kells. At the 
north eaſt corner of Balmaghie, the junction of this river 
with the Ken is formed. Here the two rivers, made one 
and indivifible, aſſume the name of the Dee, and proceed- 
ins in their courſe along the eaſtern, and a part of the uth- 
ern border of this pariſh, disjoin it from Parton, Croſſmi- 
chael, and Kelton. (For a more particular account of this 
great body of water, the reader is referred to the Firſt Vo- 
lume of this Work, Numbers XXI. and XXII.) There 
"Yor XU: 4 M : are 
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are x5 lakes or lochs in the pariſh, in which anglers, whe re. 
pair to them for amuſement, find abundance of pike, perch, 


and trout. Grannoch, or Woodhall loch, is the largeſt in the 


diſtrict; it is about a quarter of A Toe broad, and 21 miles 5 


0 in length, 


M ineral Gat Tins are at leaſt 5 mineral ſprings, 
which, though they may vary in ſtrength, ſeem all to poſ. 
ſeſs the ſame qualities. The moſt remarkable is Lochenbreck 
well, ſituated in the eſtate of Woodhall, the property of 
Walter Sloan Laurie, Eſq. of Redcaſtle. Of this the fol- 


lowing account is given by Mr Eliezer Milligan, ſurgeon at 
Caſtle Douglas, ( c:-devant Carlinwark.) © It is a ſtrong 


mineral ſpring, that for time immemorial has been fre- 
quented by numbers every ſpring and ſummei ſeaſon, for 


behoof of their health; and its good effects have been ſanc- 
tioned by every one of the faculty that knows its virtues, 


It is a chalybeate water, and perhaps one of the ſtrongeſt = 
of the kind in North Britain. Being chemically tried by | 


many, it has been found to contain a ſtrong impregnation 
of that ore. Perſons afflicted with aguiſh complaints have 
always found relief from its uſe; and, even in obſtinate 
intermittents, perfect cures have been made by it. In 
other complaints of the ſtomach, and in many female 
Weakneſſes, this water has been famouſly known to be 


moſt ſerviceable and reſtorative, even when patients have 


been given up by the faculty.” Some years ago, the pro- 
prietor built a ſmall houſe, in which lodgings may be had; 
but ſtill the want of proper accommodation, and of a road, 
prevent the benefit of Lochenbreck well from being extend- 
ed to ſo many as might otherwiſe receive it. Feus, or build- 
ing-leaſes, may be had on very moderate terms. 


| Soil 


© © 


\ 


Soil, Climate, &c.—In ſome places the ſoil is deep, ſtrong, 
and fertile: In others, it is light, dry, and kindly; and in 
others again, it is ſo thin and rocky, as ſcarcely to admit 
of cultivation and improvement. Here, as in the weſt of 
| Seotland in general, rains are frequent and heavy. They are 
moſt remarkably ſo about Lammas, or at leaſt they are moſt 
_ pernicious at that ſeaſon. The Dee, overflowing its banks, 


1njures or removes the hay of the meadows, which is ſel- 


dom cut ſo early as it ought to be. Theſe floods are almoſt 
always accompanied with high winds from the weſt ; of 


courſe, the produce of the farms here is more ant to be ſwept 


away, than that of lands on the oppoſite banks of the river. 
The air in the moors is rather piercing and cold; but che 
diiſtrict, on the whole, cannot be conſidered as anfavourable 
to health and longevity. No epidemical diſeaſes are pre- 
valent. Malignant fevers ſometimes appear in ſpring, and 
are moſſ fatal to thoſe who are moſt poorly fed and lodgæd. 
Several perſons have attained to a conſiderable age. About 
20 years ago, one woman died at che age of 113. Eighty- 


ſix and go are the ages of the oldeſt perſons now alive. 


Population. — The return to Dr Webſter in 1755 was 697 
fouls. The ſtate of population ſeems not for ſote time paſt 


to have undergone any material alteration. The ſheep- 


farms can never furniſh employment and ſubſiſtence to a 
great number of people. The lands capable of improve- 


ment have neither been thrown into farms of immederate 
extent, nor broken down into ſmall poſſeſſions. Cot-crofts 


(as they were called) have been aboliſhed ; but the influence 
of this in promoting depopulation, has been ſufficiently 


counteracted. The additional labour which improvements 
in agriculture occaſion, has prevented any from leaving. the 


place for want of employment, and has encouraged others 
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to ſettle in it. 
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Such are either aecominodated in the houſes 


of the farmers, or, when they are married, have Cottages 
built for them. Village-building is but little encouraged 
here. No manufactures have been introduced. The prin- 
cipal facts under this head way be ſtated in the following 


year, called benefit-men, 

living in ſeparate 

Houſes, % 4 
Apes -. 


Perſons under 10 years, 208 | 
From 10 to 30, 251 


30 to 60, 376 
60 to 90, 27 
' Religions Perſuaſion. 
| Roman Cat tholicks, 11 


Children of ditto, « 5 I 


Antiburghers, - 2 
_ Cameronians, - 8 


Eſtabliſhed Church, 


18 


T A B L F. 

Souls i in 11793 35 . 862 bash | 

Males in 2793, 433 The F 

Females ditto, 429 Schoolmaſters =» 

No. of families, - 152 Small heritor reſident, 1 
Average of perſons in Farmers whoſe rents are 
nel +. =: / L240 t6E; $5, 30 
Male farming ſervants, 5 Do. renting below L. 30, 34 

Female ſervants, = 51 | Servants and labourers on 

Labourers engaged by the  farns as above, 


132 
Mackfmiths, , 2 


604 


Millers, . 
Shoemakers, 3 
Weavers, 5 12 
Maſons, — - 7 
Carpenters, Mn 
 Failors, p „ 
Daten... 141 
Dram ſellers, wo eng 15 
Families of the ove: 
Place of Birth. 

Ireland, 5 


England, . 


Galloway, &c, - 


FR 


"Divifiom Rent, and Prede of | Lend,—Tbe varifly ; 18 Gvi- 
ded among 11 heritors;, none of whom at: preſent refide con- 
ſtantly, except one, whoſe lands may be worth about L. 20 
a- year. The valued rent of the whole pariſh is L. 3631 
. Scots, and its rent in realty L. 2640 Sterling. 
gentlemen have net plans of their eſtates, their ſeveral di- 


menſions cannot be given exactly; but, according to the 
neareſt e chat can be made, _ Wy be Rated 


ons 


00 ww omawyen 


Eſtates. | 


| 2900 758 
| 4204: 
2400, 
"+ 9597 
| 960! 278 

| 2850; 
| 
| 


Acres. 


1000 | 


100 


200 


100 
4 


Ol 


Rent. 


460 
420 


480 
| 


20 


a 


I20} 
_ 
40| 


Ploughs. 


tv 
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un 
to 
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' Horſes. 


Cattle. Sheep. 
400 340 
295 680 
300 400 
200] 40 
200 60 
1121060 
0300 
30 70 
20 80 
o 60 

4. 0 

44 0 
1565 3090 
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The horſes are either reared in the eountry, or imported | 
from Ireland. The cattle are moſtly of the true Galloway 
breed, which is too well known to need a particular deſeriy- 
tion. Several of the farmers deal in Iriſh black cattle to a 
conſiderable extent. Theſe they frequently keep in winter 
to conſume part of their fodder in the fields, and about Can- 
dlemas they ſend them up to the Engliſh markets. The 
ſheep in the mocrs are of the common black-faced kind: 
| thoſe on the lower lands are of the white-faced half-mug 
ſpecies. A few Shetland ſheep have been introduced lately, 
but are not in a thriving ſtate. Live- ſtock of every kind 
has fallen very much in price in the courſe of laſt year. This 

is aſcribed by ſome to the war in which this country is en- 
gaged. Others again, who ſpeak with more caution on pu- | 
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blic affairs, aſcribe it to the ſcarcity of money. Whatever 


be che caule, the effect is to many poor farmers a ſource of 
very ſerious diſtreſs. The beſt arable and meadow lands are 
let at 105. or 128. the acre, in farms of confiderable ex- 
tent. Some ſmall encloſures yield at the rate of 1$s. or 
L. 1 the acre. Moor lands, let by the lump, are had for 
1s. the acre, and ſome even lower. As ſeveral of the 
eſtates are entailed, there has not of late been any conſider- 
able transference by ſale. In the year 1786, the eſtate No. 1. 
containing 2900 acres, was purchaſed for L. 10,700; and 
ſoon afterward let at L. 158 a-year. About the {ame time 
the citate No. 3. containing 2400 acres, and let for L. 42c, 
was bought for L. 9300. 


Agriculture, On the arable lands the modes of improve- 
ment and management are ſo ſimilar to thoſe in neighbour- 
ing pariſhes already deſcribed, that a particular account of 
them need not be given at preſent. It need only be ob- 
{erved, that ſuch luccels has attended chem, that the pariſh 

not, 


| of Balmaghie. 647 


got only ſupplies its inhabitants with the neceſſaries of life, 
but yields, at the ſame time, confiderable quantities of grain 
for exportation. In ſome of the moor farms the practice of 
paring and burning is ſtill purſued. Land ſo managed ge- 


nerally produces two or three good crops , but, in many 
caſes, the ſoil itſelf muſt be thereby exhauſted. Tnoſe, 
therefore, who have crops at ſuch an expenſe, ſeem to be 


in the ſituation of a man, who, by ſpending his fortune, lives 8 
more fully than he could do by confining himſelf to the an- 


nualrent of it; but will certainly be diſappointed, if he 


expect to maintain himſelf ſo long. Great tracts of heath 
in the moors are ſet on fire in ſpring, to make young graſs 
grow for the lambs. The length of the winters, and the 
rains which generally ſucceed them, ſeldom allow this ope- 
ration to be finiſhed ſo early as the law requires. The 
tenour of leaſes granted by landlords, (or, as they are fre- 
quently called, maſters), is not in every reſpect calculated to 
encourage and reward the induſtry ct the tenant. Perſonal 
ſervices are {till required. Aſſignees and ſubtenants are al- 
moſt univerſally ſecluded. Some have begun to proceed 


further, expreſsly ſecluding the legal diligence of creditors 


and declaring the leaſe to be irritated in the event of the ſta- 


tutory bankruptcy of the tenant, or ſequeſtration of his ef- 
fects. The Board of Agriculture lately eſtabliſhed, would 


do well to confider what the effects of ſuch a clauſe as this 
. 1 * 


To the ſportſman, this proves a ſource of the molt ſerious alarm; as | 


it fometimes prevents the multiplication of thoſe animals which are, in 
his eye, of more value than any with which the earth is repleniſhed. For 
this evil there ſeems to be but one remedy. As acts of human legiſlatures 
cannot accelerate or retard the revolution of the ſeaſons, thoſe who pre- 
fer moor-fowl to mutton, ſhould keep their lands in their own poſſeſſion; 
for while they are held in leaſe, the tenants muſt be allowed to uſe the 
means by which their rents may be paid, and their families ſupported. 


* 
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| may be. The laws of this country ſedi to have Se am-. 
ple proviſion for ſecuring the rights of the landholder. It 
| ſeems allo to be the ſpirit of them, that thoſe who cultivate 
the ground ſhould not be prohibited from taſting the ſweets | 
of independence. It may be ſaid, indeed, that ſuch clauſes 
are inſerted with the content oi both parties, and that here. 
fore they cannot be ille al or oppreſſive. $0 far as their own 
rigi:ts only are concerned, parties may contract on what terms 
they think proper; but the rights of third parties are not 
to be invaded without their knowledge and ' conſent. But 
In the caſe ſtated this may be done. A tenant is poſſeſ. 
ſed of a farm, and improves it on credit; his circumſtances 
fail, before it has yielded the return he had reaſon to expect. 
That the juſt demands of his creditors may be fatisfied, the 
law hath provided, that the leaſe may be transferred from 
him to them by a proceſs of adjudication. But here the 
landlord interferes, and inſtitutes a claim, not to the land 
only, but alſo to all the mehorations which it has received, 
The caſe is a new one, and it certainly merits attention. 


Norhing ſhould be done by contract, which tends to place ſo 


uſeful a body of men in that precarious fituation, from which 
acts of Parliament are intended to relieve them. 


Eccleſiaſticul State. Religious controverſy is at preſent 
little known here. Towards the beginning of the pretent 
century, this was by no means the caſe. Several miniſters 
in the neighbourhood had adopted the tenets of the Ca- 
meronians, To theſe Mr John Macmillan of this parith ad- 
hered with ſuch inflexible firmneſs, chat the preſbytcry of 
Kirkcudbright found cauſe to depole him from his office. 
Such, however, was his influence, and the ſpirit of the 
times, that the people retained their attachment to him, and 
7110 every attempt to Jon him from the manſe and 

ehurch. 
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Elune, 


* When 925 of his adherents went to n the glebe for his be- 
| Hoof, thoſe of his competitor roſe up againſt them, cut the reins in pieces, 


turned the horſes adrift, and threw the plough-ſhare into the adjoining - 


lake. Some threatened violence to the miniſter's perſon. An infuriated 


female actually attempted. the execution of it, and would probably have 


effected her purpoſe, had he not interpoſed his hand between his throat 


and a reaping fickle, with which the was armed. His fingers were cut to the 
bone. The glove which he wore was carefully preſerved, as a memorial 
of the providential eſcape he had made. Another woman who was pre- 
| (ent, exclaimed, ſhed u blood, and her advice was followed. It was re- 


marked by the country people, that the intending aſſaſſin never proſpered 
afterward, and that by her own hand ſhe terminated a life which ſhe 


felt herſelf unable to endure. At length, after the ſtruggle in the pariſh 


had continued about 12 years, Mr Macmillan retired voluntarily, and 


became an itinerant preacher, and founder of the ſect of the Macmillan- 


ites, or modern Cameronians, who aſſume the deſignation ot the Reform- 


ed Preſbyter y. By prudent conduct, and miniſterial faithfulneſs, Mr 
Mackie entirely overcame the averſion of his people, and lived long 
among them reſpected and uſeful. Some indeed retained, and ſome ſtill 


retain, a predilection for principles, in defence of which they have con- 


ſidered their fathers as having ſuffered unjuſtly. But of the Diſſenters in 
Scotland in general, it may with truth be ſaid, that they are as induſtri- 
ous and as peaceable members of ſociety, as their fellow ſubjects who 


belong to the Eſtabliſhed Church. Perfect unanimity on ſpeculative points 
3s never to. be expected, and attempts to produce it by the application of 
force, are both fooliſh and unjuſt. The policy which extends toleration 
to all who invade not the rights of their neighbour, is worthy of an en- 
lightened age, and its wiſdom and utility are . by the experience 
of man. 


Vor. XIII. 4 N 


: 649 


church. Mr William Mackie, though le gally indusked to 

the charge, was obliged to hire a houſe for himſelf, and to 
officiate in a barn to thoſe who were willing to acknow- 
ledge and attend his _— of 
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Church, Strpend, 5 chools, 7 Oe. —The church, at pre- 
ſent almoſt ruinous, is about to be rebuilt. The manſe 
Was built in the year 1764, and has ſince been repaired at 
conſiderable expenſe. An agreement has been made for 
a complete ſet of new offices, The ſtipend, as augmented 5 
5 in the year 1786, amounts to 3 chalders meal, 1 chalder 


bear, L. 00 Scots in money, and L. 40 Scots for commu- 


nios- elements. The whole living, including a glebe of 


14 acres, may be worth L. 112 or L. 115 Sterling a- year. 


Mr Philip Moriſon is the preſent incumbent. Thomas 


Gordon, Eſq; of Balmaghie is patron.—The legal ſchool- 
ſalary is 200 merks Scots, or L. 11: 2: 24 Sterling a- year. 


As if this were too much for one man to enjoy, the paro- 
chial ſchoolmaſter was reſtricted ſome years ago to L. 8, 25. 
25 d. of the ſalary, and the balance, L. 3, was allotted to- 
wards the maintenance of another teacher. The former 
keeps ſchool near the centre of the pariſn. He may have 
on an average in winter 40 ſcholars, whom he inſtructs in 
. Engliſh, Latin, writing, arithmetic, book keeping, and the 


principles of religion. His income, including ſalary and 
fees, may amount to L. 16 a- year. The other ſchool- 


maſter, (living towards the foot of the pariſh), has about 


16 pupils, and an income not exceeding L. 6 a-year,—At 
_ preſent only 5 perſons receive alms. The funds for their 
| ſupport are the collections in the church, about L. 10, 10s. 


yearly, and the intereſt of L. 80 formerly ſaved. Hither- 


to the funds received by the ſeſſion have been adequate to 
the neceſſities of the poor: But there is reaſon to appre- 
hend a diminution of theſe funds, as the heritors have cea- 
ſed to reſide in the pariſh. They may, indeed, and it is 
| hoped they will fill conſider the poor, and contribute to- 
wards their ſupport. In no country are they maintained 


at ſo little gene as in Scotland; but ſurely it is by no 


means 


of Balmagbie. e 


means equitable, that the whole of this expenſe mould fall N 


on the mane £ and lower en has the people. 


Raab hr final pert of the inthary rect from Eisi 


to Portpatrick paſſes through this pariſh on the ſouth. This 
road, made originally by Government, has certainly been 
of material ſervice to Galloway. Still, however, it is to 


be regretted, that it is neither ſo ſhort nor ſo level as it 
might have been made, It has been faid of it, that it 


ſeems well adapted to the purpoſes of a military road, be- 


cauſe, from the eminencies over which it has been carried, 


frequent opportunities are afforded of reconnoitering the 
molions of an enemy. A road from Kirkcudbright to New _ 
Galloway paſſes through the middle of the parih Nei- 
ther this, nor the parochial roads in general, are fo com- 


pletely made as they ought to be. The Ratute-laboir is 


| converted, at the rate of 158. the L. 100 dcots of valued 
rent. A bill for turnpike roads for this and the neigh- 
bouring county is ſoon to be brought into Parliament 


Antiquities.— In an iſland formed by the Dee, at the S. E. 
corner of this pariſh, is ſituated the ſtately caſtle of 
Thraee ve, or Thrive, formerly the reſidence of the Dou- 
glaſſes, Lords of Galloway. For a draught and deſcription 
of this noble ruin, the reader is referred to the late Cap- 
tain Groſe's Antiquities of Scotland. There are in the 


- Pariſh two moats, ſimilar to thoſe in other parts of ihe 


country. Several perſons here ſuffered as martyrs, during 
the perſecution which prevailed in the laſt century. In the 
church-yard there are grave-ſtones over three of them. 
One of theſe has an epitaph engraven on it, the author of 
which, no doubt. ſuppoſed himſelf to have been writing 
poetry. It is as follows: 


Here 
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Here lyes David Halliday, portioner of Meifield, who 
was ſhot upon the 21ſt of February 1685, and David Hal. 
 liday, once in Glengape, who was likewiſe ſhot upon the | 


Ich of July 1685, for their adherence to the principles of 
Scotland 8 9 Reformation. 


15 Beneath This Stone Two David Hallidays | 1 
Doe Lie, Whoſe Souls Now Sing Their Maſter' 8 Praiſe, 
To Know If urious Paſſengers Deſire, ; 
For What, By Whom, And How They Did Expire, 
They Did Oppoſe This Nation's Perjury, 
Nor Could They Join With Lordly Prelacy. 
Indulging Favours From Chriſt's Enemies, 
Quench'd Not Their Zeal This Monument Then Cries, 
| Theſe Were The Cauſes Not To Be Forgot, 
Why They By Lag So Wickedly Were Shot; 
One Name, One Cauſe, One Grave, One Heav' n Do Tie 
Their Souls To That One God Eternally. ä 


Such productions of the unletter'd Muſe are not unwor- 
thy of being preſerved. They are not indeed to be con- 
ſidered as monuments of taſte and genius; but they ſerve 
a better pur oſe, while they per;etuat: the memory of 
thoſe public meaſu e, which in the laſt century rendered 
a Revolution neceffary ; and awake in the minds of the 
people, thoſe ſentiments of ſatisfaction and gratitude, with 
which they ought ever to contemplate that great event, 
which completely ſuperſedes the neceſſity of another, and 


to which, under God, we aſcribe our glory as a nation and 
a church. 


os N UM. 


rh 


al. | 
the 


of 


of Glafſary. sz 


NUMBER un 


PARISH or GLASSA EN 


(coovrr AND Shes of. Haofin razarrrrxr o 


_ IrvinaAnr. ff 


By the Rev. Mr Ducary CAur RET. 


Name, Extent, Surface, 64; 


| Gass ART ſeems ble to be A from the 


Gaelic Glaſtra, which ſigniſies a Grayiſh Strath, 


and this is particularly deſcriptive of the lower end of the 


pariſh, when the crop is ſeparated from the ground, which, 
for the diſtance of 3 miles, is a level country, exhibiting 


a2 grayiſh white ſurface. The pariſh is 22 miles in length, 


and 12, for the moſt part, in breadth ; bounded by Glen- 


aray and Lochfine upon the E.; by Dalavich and Loch- 
on upon the N.; by Kilmartin and North Knapdale upon 
the W.; and by South Knapdale and Lochfine upon the 


8. Its form is nearly a parallel, contracting a little at both 


ends, and riſing gradually from both ſides, and in the 
height, forming an extenſive tract of moor- land, neither 


very ſteep or rocky, interſperſed with a few farms, which, 


it | 
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in former times, rel as ſheelings: to | ſome of the low 


- grounds upon each fide. T 


| Rivers. —The Ad is the en z It | 0 its ſource i in a 


marſh in the north extremity of the pariſn, and in its 


courſe through the moor lands, from the junction of ſe ve- 


ral rivulets, forms a great body of water, by the time it 
comes to the low grounds; and in its windings and curves, 


It exhibits a beautiful obje&t through the whole ſtrath; 
but is very deſtructive by overflowing its banks in 
rainy ſeaſons. It diſcharges itſelf at Crinan, and abounds 


with ſea and moor trouts, ſalmon, flounder and eel. There 


| 5s a ſalmon-fiſhing upon it, and the fiſh is ſold at 2d. ihe 
Ib. Engliſh to the neighbouring inhabitants, but the quan- 


tity ſold is inconſiderable. They fiſh during the ſummer 


months, and till September; and did the proprietors of 


the fiſhing attend more to the preſervation of the fiſh, 
when they come up the river to ſpawn, it might turn 


out more beneficial; and this will be the caſe when there 


is a regular market for ſaid article in the country, which 
period is faſt approaching. There are ſeveral more incon- 


fiderable rivers, all of which abound in trout ; but the next 
in fize I mention, is one that runs due N. which is not very 


common; it takes its riſe from a lake in the glen of Glaſ- 


ſary, 3 miles S. from Lochow, where it diſcharges itſelf. 


There are ſeveral lakes in the moor, all abounding in trout. 


Into ſome of thoſe that are now good trouting lochs, that 
ſpecies of fiſh has been introduced within our own memory. 


Soil and Climate.—The ſoil in the pariſh is various. 
That upon the banks of the Ad conſiſts partly of a deep 

rich light loam, partly of a deep clay, and ſome graveliſn; 
upon the E. fide of the pariſh, by Lochfine, it is all a light 
graveliſh ſoil; and upon the N. fide, it is generally a 


3 „ wack - 
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black loam, ble: upon limeſtone. - The lands upon the 
banks of the Ad are all cultivated, and produce, for the 
moſt part, tolerable crops of oats, barley, and potatoes; 


but they are often injured from the overflowings of the 
river, occaſioned by the wet ſeaſons. The air is generally 
- moiſt, and the climate rainy, which renders farming here 
very precarious, and often unprofitable ; the low grounds 
otherwiſe might turn out to very good account, and are ca- 
pable of raiſing any of the ordinary crops of this country 
by proper cultivation; but the ſpirit of the farmer finks, 
when his induſtrious efforts, attended with a bigh expenſe, 


are repaid, with a crop laid level with the ſurface before it 


comes to the time of filling, and conſequently never ripens, 

or arrives at any perfection; therefore, whatever crops the 

ſoil may be capable of producing, the cnn is moſt a- 
1 dapted for 1 crops. 


Union of 3 the climate is unfavourable for 
any other than green crops, and the farms extenſive, a few 
of the moſt adventurous of the inhabitants, about 25 years 


back, began each to take farms, which were formerly oc- 


cupied by 4 tenants, and to turn their attention to the 


rearing and jobbing of black cattle; a ſhort time thereaf- 


ter, 2 of the heritors introduced a few low countrymen, 


who rented ſheep-farms in their own country, and were 


| brought up in the profeſſion of ſhepherds ; the gentlemen 
| Who introduced them were not very fortunate in their 


men, as I believe the moſt of them were real adventurers, 


and ſelf fugitated from home; and the laſt war coming 
on ſoon after their entry, put a ſtop to their ſpeculative 
plans, bankrupted them effectually, and hurt their land- 
lords ; but they left their art, which was the ſource of the- 


gre't and rapid augmentation of graſs-farms within theſe 
15 years; for, the more diſcerning natives, who ſoon ob- 
ſerved 


2 2 
* * > — 
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_ ſerved the exſe of managing, and advantage of keeping a 
| ſheep ſtock, took up the buſineſs, and conſequently, ſince 
the commencement of laſt peace, including the farms taken 
up by the low countrymen, which, for the moſt part, con- 


tinued, as left by them, under a ſheep-ſtock, there have 


been ſeveral junction of farms in the pariſh, and indeed 

the farms ſtocked with ſheep are more calculated for them 
than any other kind of ftock. This no doubt tended to 
leſſen the population of the pariſh when it took place; 
but I am apt to imagine, that upon the whole the decreaſe 
has been ſmall, if any, theſe many years; as there are 
two villages in the pariſh inhabited by 284 ſouls at pre- 


ſent, which, 40 years ago, graced OP or three « or four 


2 families. 5 


© Popelation ,—The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 
| 27 51 ſouls. The number of ſouls in the pariſh, Sn | 


ber 1792), ſtood as follows : : 


| Under 10 years af age, - - 665 
Between 10 and 20, - hs: 46 
Between 20 and 3o, = | - 227 
Between zo and ro, <= ;.. 
Between 50 and 70, e „ 17 
Widows or widowers, = 8 1 
Married, „„ — 4 882 
e 


There 1 were of the above number $ between 90 and 100; 
44 between 80 and go. 


Occupation. There are 6 principal, and 11 ſmall heri- 
tors ; 3 of the former, and 4 of the latter reſide gonſtant - 


of ad 5 657 


; Jy 3 in the pariſh. There are 2 tenants, who pay ee 


L. 250 Sterling of yearly rent, 1 who pays L. 200 Ster- 
ling, 4 who pay from L. 120 Sterling to L. 130; 3 who 
pay from L. go Sterling to L. 100, 3 who pay from L. 70 


Sterling to L. 80, 2 who pay from L. 50 Sterling to 


L. 60, 5 who pay from L. 40 Sterling to L. 50, 5 who 
pay from L. 30 Sterling to L. 40, 16 who pay about L. 30 


Sterling, 200 and upwards, who pay from L. zo Sterling, 


ſo low as L. 6 Sterling. There are 5 blackſmiths, 32 
wWeavers, 6 ſhoemakers, conſtantly employed within the 
pariſh, beſides a number of inferior ſhoemakers, who, du- 
ring the winter months, and half of the ſpring, are em- 


= ployed by the ſmall tenants, and afterward earn their 
ſubſiſtence at road. making, fence- building, ditching, or her- 


ring: fiſning. There are 30 boats annually employed by 
the ſmall tenantry living upon Lochfine fide in the her- 
ring. fiſning; each boat requires 4 hands, and from what 
I can learn, every one, on an average, clears from L. 20 
to L. 25 Sterling, free of all charges. They fiſh from July 
to Chriſtmas. About 4e more of the young men go to 
the, north herring-fiſhing. There are 2 maſons, 6 millers, 
6 tailors, 3 boat-carpenters, 3 joiners, 2 wheelwrights, 2 


tide-waiters, and 2 ſurgeons, and the reft are employed in 
farming and herding *. = 


A | Diſeaſes. 


** Births, Marriages, Ze. —The number of births for the yearly 


average of the 10 years, ending 1ſt October 1793, as taken from the 
pariſh regiſter is 92. The number of the marriages taken, as above, is 
26. The burials cannot be aſcertained, there being 6 different burying 
places in the pariſh; and owing to the frequent removal of tenants, 
there are great numbers buried in the diiferent burial grounds, who were 
reſidenters in other pariſhes, and, vice ver/a, which is the cald through 
all the burial grounds in the county. 
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Diſeaſes —Coughs, and rheumatiſms are frequent, particu- 


larly among the lower claſs of people when advanced in 
years; which is not ſurpriſing, when the huts in which 


they for the moſt part live, and the climate are conſidered. 
The ſmall-pox in former times uſed to carry off a number 
of the children; but ſince inoculation generally prevailed, : 


| which has been the caſe for upwards of 20 years, the dif- 
eaſe is neither much dreaded, nor very mortal. There are 


| ſometimes very bad fevers among the lower claſs, com- ; 
mencing generally in the ſpring months, which are ſpread 


and continued by their viſits and intercourſe with one an- 
other, and often Prove very mortal. 


s — The valued rent of the variſh 3 is L. 2 532 Scots; Y 


the real groſs rent for the year 1793 about L. 5700 Ster- 


ling. There is only a ſmall portion of the pariſh ſurveyed, 
ſo that the rent the acre cannot be aſcertained. The heri- 


tors have been very active for the laſt 2o years in meliora- 
ting their property with march-walls, and encloſures, which 


have greatly enhanced their value; for the tenants pay 


without a grudge 74 per cent. for any money expended in 
theſe improvements; which clearly point them to be the 


beſt mode of improving their country. I muſt do them 
the juſtice to ſay, that ſome of them have been very atten- 


tive to beautify the pariſh by planting, for there are ſeve- 


ral conſiderable belts, and clumps of various kinds of tim- 


ber, planted on different parts thereof, which at preſent ex- 
Hibit a beautiful and agreeable variety to the traveller, and 
will be a future fund of profit and advantage to the eftates 
wherein this improvement was adopted *. £ 


Crops. = 


When I mention this with pleaſure reſpecting ſome of the eſtates, I 


oannot but regret the eſlect of entails upon two of the principal properties, 


from 


Part 
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cb barley, and potatoes, are the general crops. 
Part of the farms occupied by the principal heritors is laid 
down with clover and rye-graſs. Oats are ſown from the 
middle of March to the end of April; barley from the 
| Iith to the end of May. The oats, if a dry ſummer, are 
ripe by the 20th Auguſt, and barley by the 5th; but if a 


wet ſeaſon, barley takes to the 2oth Auguſt, and oats to the 


_ it September before they are ready. The oats and barley 


produced are inconſiderable in proportion to the extent of 
the pariſh, but there are great crops of potatoes: The two 
former are very inadequate to the conſumption of the peo- 


ple ; but with the aid of the latter, they ſubſiſt 8 


— "or eight months of the Lye.” 


"Unc 3 are 490 horſes, 3200 black cattle, 12,000 


ſheep. I cannot aſcertain the yearly ſales with any preci- 


fion ; but ſo far as I can learn, the average prices of the 


horſes reared in the pariſh, taking good and bad, for the 
fix years ending 1792, were from L. 6 to L. 6, 6s. each; 
that of the black cattle from L. 2, 15s. to L. 3 Sterling; 


the lambs brought from 3 8. to 58. Sterling; the hogs from 
7. to 108.; the aged wedders from 10s. to 138. 
and the aged ſheep, or black ewes, ſold at the fall of the 


year from 5 s. to 7s. Sterling. The kind kept is what 


we. 


— * 


from which the beſt lands in the pariſh are left in their original ſtate, 


without any improvement, and valuable woods neglected, and allowed to 


decay, particularly on one of them, as the proprietors never reſided upon 
either; but from their neglected ſtate they have been no object of deſiie 


to the grazier or jobber, who might otherwiſe monopolize a part of them, 


and therefore the ſmall tenants have moſtly hitherto remained unmoleſted, 
from which they are the moſt populous in the pariſh; and I have to remark 
with regard to the gentleman who is a proprietor of one of thoſe eſtates 
fince the 1783, that he has uniformly ſhown a predilection for ſmall te- 
nants, even to his hurt in a few inſtances; a worthy trait in his character 
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we call here the Galloway ſheep; they a are black faced 5 
1 5 2 black legged, ſtrong and hardy, but rather coarſe in the 
wool. There are ſtill a few of the ſmall white. faced ſheep, 
as original ſtock of this country, whoſe wool is far ſuperior 
to the preſent ſtock ; but their weight is ſo inferior, that 
they are much on the decreaſe, and only kept by ſome of 
the ſmaller tenants. The white wool ſold for the fix years 
preceding Whitſunday 1793, at 7s. 6d. the ſtone in whole- 
1 0 Lale the laid wool at 5 s.; but what was retailed (probably . 
Z of the whole) ſold from 1s. 6 d. to 28. higher the ſtone. 
| Six, and often five fleeces of the laid woot make a tone ; SH 


: from eight to ten go to a ſtone of the white. 


Price o Labour. A male ſervant bred to common la- 


| hour, and fed by his employer, draws from L. 8 15 8. to 
IL. 6, 6s. yearly ; ; a female ſervant bred and fed as above, 5 


from L. 3 Sterling to L. 3, 108. and ſcarcely to be had for 


the two years ending Whitſunday 1793 at theſe wages; 


a common labourer without victuals from xs. 2 d. to 1s. 


4 d. the day, from the middle of March to the iſt of No- 
vember; a tailor and ſhoemaker from 8 d. to 10 d. with 


victuals; a joiner, when employed for a temporary job, 
and not by the piece, 25. the day; and a mafon 2 8. 4 d. 
A married workman employed through the year by the 
farmer, gets a houſe, Kail- yard, peats, two cows graſs, pota- 
toe land, A ſtone of meal a-week, and L. 1 Sterling, a. 
mounting in all, communibus annis, to L. 12 Sterling. 


Church, Stipend, School, &c.— There are three places of 
worſhip, and but one church in the pariſn; the incumbent 


ſhould be abſent every third Sunday from the mother- 


church, at the diſtance of ſix and twelve miles alternately; 
but tlie climate, and want of churches, render his attendance, 


particularly 


of Claſſary. „ 


oartivulary 3 in the winter ſeaſon, very irregular ®, *, The 
| manſe Was built in 1763 33 its ſituation is damp; 3 and 
though reckoned a good one when built, (there being at 
the time few manſes built in the country), it was neither 
ſubſtantially built nor finiſhed, and now requires a repair. 
be living conſiſts of 80 bolls of meal, 9 bolls ſmall oats, 
L. 45 Sterling, with a manſe and glebe, conſiſting of fix 
| acres arable Scotch meaſure, and a ſervitude of 8 ſoums graſs 
upon the adjacent farm; value, communibus annis, L. 120 
Sterling. Mr Campbell of Knockbuy, one of the principal 
heritors, is patron.— There is a parochial ſchool, which 30 
or 40 years ago was good and reſpectable; but ſince private 
0 education became faſhionable, it is on the decline. There 
is a catechif, with a ſalary from the Royal bounty, in the 
bras of this and the neighbouring pariſh; and in the lower 
end there is a ſewing and knitting miſtreſs, with a ſalary 
from the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
and the incumbent expects againſt May to have a ſchool 
'D upon Lochfineſide, with a ſalary from the Society, a'place 
in which there was one formerly, and i Is ſtill V neceſſary 
for the good of the | pry 


Poor.—The fs no other fund than the Sunday 
collections; a fund very inadequate to ſupply their wants, 
not 


* Though the incumbent mentioned the attention of the heritors to the 
melioration, and beautifying of their eſtates, he cannot pay them the ſame 
compliment with regard to the church, for they ſeem to have abſorbed 
every eccleſiaſtical conſideration in improving their properties, and aug- 
menting their annual income. The church when built was among the 
beſt in the county ; but it has the fault of all old churches, that of being 
long and narrow, which renders it very inconvenient. It was twice par- 
tially repaired within theſe 30 years, and ſtands now in negd of a thorough 
one, owing to the economy of the heritars upon theſe occaſions, 
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not exceeding L. 15 Sterling yearly ; but people of all ranks, 
particularly the ſmall tenants, are hoſpitable, humane, and | 

charitable to the poor, according to. their ability; from = 
them they experience real ſympathy in their diſtreſs. 

There are 36. upon the lift, who receive a ſupply once a- 

year conformed to their reſpective ſituations, ſo far as the 
fund will admit at the time, and the moſt needy get A mall 
interim aid through the reſt of the year. 


" General Charafter —the people are generally Mie: hu- 


_ mane, and hoſpitable, middle- ſized, and capable of bearing 
cold, wet, and hunger to a great degree; they are not given 


to drinking, though, from their ſocial diſpoſition, when a 


number of them oooehonally m. they are apt to take a ö 
fitting together. 2 


1 lan guage moſtly ſpoken is the Gaelic ; 
though, from the frequent intercourſe of the people with 
the low country, and the advantage of a more general edu- 
cation, which has been the caſe for the laſt 20 years, the 
_ greateſt number of them ſpeak and underſtand a little Eng- 
liſh. The names of the places are all derived from the 


Gaelic, and are expreſſive of their local ſituation, ſurface, 


ſome Particula object in, or near them. 


Antiquities.— The only PR of antiquity are the re- 


mains of three kinds of forts, built upon the ſummit of three 
hills in the W. end of the pariſh, which, from their ſitua- 
tion, ſeem evidently to be watch towers for alarming the 
-country in cafe of an invaſion, as they are ſo placed, that 


from the loweſt, which commands the landing from the 
welt coaſt, an alarm might be given to the ſecond, and 
from the ſecond to the third, and ſo to others, in the 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring -parifh of Kilmartin, by which the alarm 5 1 
might be ſpread 20 miles into the country, in the courſe of  _ 


a few minutes; and, according to tradition, the natives aſ- 


ſembled at the fight of the alarm fignal, and ruſhed onward 
to the place from whence the firſt ſignal came, till they 


met the enemy ; and ſome very large ſtones erected on endy 


which tradition calls the tombs of heroes, with ſeveral ; 


cairns near the coaſt, in which tombs containing urns have 


been found, ſhow that the low grounds of this and the 4 f 


1 neighbouring h have been Sy conteſted, 


e and "© re — The roads in this pariſh, and through 


8 moſt of the county, were formerly wrought by the ſtatute- 


labour; but in this manner they were never properly exe- 
cuted, nor kept in any tolerable repair. About 20 years 
ago the heritors of the county awoke from their lethargy 


to this firſt and moſt material improvement, and got an act 
of Parliament paſſed, ſpecifying the different public lines 
through the county, and impoling 1 8. in the pound valuation 
as road ſtent; and to expede the execution of theſe lines, 

the moſt of them advanced at once 15 years road ſtent. 


And I know that the principal heritors of this diſtrict not 
only ſhowed their public ſpirit on this, but ſome of them 
borrowed a few hundreds upon their own ſecurity, to finiſh 
the lines within the pariſh, when the caſh advanced was 


exhauſted ; ſo that in the courſe of a few years, 12 miles of 


road, 24 feet wide, was ſufficiently executed on the E. and 


8. E. fide of the pariſh, making part of the line from Inve- 


rary to Campbelltown, and 6 miles from Lochgilphead up 
the country, by the W. and N. W. fide, making part of 


the line that is to join the Lorn diſtrict. But the forcing of 
theſe roads ſo rapidly has ſo far mortgaged the funds, that 
the unaffeted at preſent are not ſufficient to Keep the roads 
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coaſtways. Were the duty upon ſalt alſo taken off, it would 
contribute to the general advantage. The tract of the in- 


able way by the weſt ſkirt of the- pariſh; whateve 


. proper repair, though " the tink of | I fer yet 
theſe mortgages will be extinguiſhed, the by roads finiſhed, 
and both kept in high order.— The moſt off the bridges 
were executed i in the ſame. "way, by the heritors advan- 

e the payment to the undertakers, till Tuch time as 
the funds admitted of their being reimburſed; but their 
trouble and outlays were in ſome meaſure compenſated oy | 
the enjoyment of theſe roads, and the eee of 5 

them to = diſtriQ, whaph they faw and LN ax 3 
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conſiderably meliorated by the roads. The fuel moſtly 


uſed is peats, which, though plentiful | in general, are very 


ſcarce-in ſome places, and in others quite exhauſted ; ſo 


that the pariſh is much obliged, and will be highly benefit. 
ed by the ſtrenuous and ſpirited exertion of Mr Dundas in 


bringing about the repeal of the duty upon coals carried 


tended canal between Lochgilp and Crinan runs a confider- 
er may 
be the advantages of this arduous undertakin g to the public, 
it is probable, that during the execution of the work, this 
and the neighbouring e may reap ſome benefit. 
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